
April 14, 2010, Special Council Meeting 
Minutes 

 
A special Council Meeting of Clarion Borough Council was held on Wednesday, April 14, 2010, in 
the Assembly Room of the Clarion Free Library, as advertised.  President Vavrek called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilmembers present were Dr. Sanders Dédé, Ms. Leonard, 
Mr. Noto, Mr. Hopkins, and President Vavrek.  Mr. Zerfoss and Mr. Walters were absent.  Also 
present were Mayor Estadt, Mr. Ragon, Mr. Stutzman, Chief Hall, Solicitor French, Ms. 
Freenock, and Ms. LaVan.  The names of others attending the meeting are recorded on the 
attached attendance sheet. 
 
President Vavrek: I wanted to go over the Agenda with you first.  You all should have a copy of 
this.  And what I would like to do is, also make sure that everyone signs in at the front so that 
we have a record of everyone who is here.  What I would like to do first, and you see it gives 
the meeting purpose on here.  Tonight we are talking strictly about South Street.  We are not 
going to take any complaints about landlords or police or any of these other things that we had 
last time.  So, it’s strictly South Street.  What I would like to do, we have three people here that 
want to speak first.  And what I would like you to do is allow them to talk.  Once they are all 
finished, you may ask them any questions that you want about the project.  He is going to show 
a few slides here.  We have Ron Kopko, Joe Glover, and Todd Colosimo.  Todd is the CDBG Grant 
Consultant, Joe Glover is here because we had some work, some studies done on the trees, the 
existing trees that we were talking about taking out.  And Ron is the engineer on this project, 
and he’s going to talk about the impact.  One of the other things that we wanted to talk about 
is if any of you have specific alternatives that you are suggesting for this project, that’s what we 
want to hear tonight.  We don’t want to hear some of the reasons you don’t like it, because we 
already know that.  So, what we want to do is get from you, if you have any alternatives, and 
we would like you to then, also step up to the podium, if you are going to speak after they’re 
done and give your name and address and tell us your alternative or whatever.  Then at the 
very end after you question them; if you have any other comments at the very end, we’d be 
more than happy to hear that.  Fred, you had somebody 
 
Mr. Fred Cherico: Yes, we have two like these expert witnesses that you have right here, they 
don’t live in the Borough, is that correct?  Todd Colosimo? 
 
President Vavrek: Well Todd is our grant consultant; whether he lives in the Borough or not, we 
had to have a grant consultant.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Well what I’m  
 
President Vavrek: There are no grant consultants that live in the Borough. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay, well here’s what our question is, we have some people that are with our 
group that do not live in the Borough, are they allowed to talk tonight?  They are our expert 
witnesses, like how you have your 



 
President Vavrek: See this isn’t affecting anyone outside the Borough.  This is affecting people 
that live in the Borough. 
 
Mr. Cherico: What it’s driving home is these are people that work in the Borough that have 
some important decisions that they have to, or important comments that they need to make 
regarding this whole South Street thing that affects our side of the story. 
 
President Vavrek: All right, well 
 
Mr. Cherico: It’s very important.  If you guys have your people for your side of the story, we 
want to have two people for our side of the story. 
 
President Vavrek: Let’s wait until the end until we get through all this other stuff and we’ll see 
where we are at that point and then we can 
 
Mr. Cherico: Well that’s not fair.  I mean I think we should have an answer yes, right now, 
because they are very important people for our side of the case. 
 
President Vavrek: Would you name who they are, please? 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yes, Mary Lea Lucas and it will be Sal Mazzocchi. 
 
President Vavrek: Well they will have to wait until we’re done 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s fine. 
 
President Vavrek: with all of these other questions and answer. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Then that’s fine. 
 
President Vavrek: If it’s just two of them 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea, that’s right. 
 
President Vavrek: and they wish to speak, that’s fine.  But I think that we need to have 
questions and answers here.  Because they’re still very many misconceptions about this project.  
A lot of the things that I’ve been hearing either on the street or wherever, they’re not correct.  
There are facts here that are not correct.  And they’re being given out, and I’m sorry there are 
many things connected with this project that have not been thought about or, I don’t know 
where somebody, some of these comments are coming from.  So, we’d like to get started, and I 
think we’re going to start with  
 



Mr. Donald Bender: Ms. Vavrek, my name is Donald Bender.  I was supposed to be here last 
week at the meeting and unfortunately I got held up in Raleigh, North Carolina.  And I spoke 
with Ms. Fr-, well Linda spoke with Ms. Freenock and said I had a few comments I’d like to 
make, a few concerns.  And they said I could speak at the end of the meeting. 
 
President Vavrek: That would be fine; that would be fine. 
 
Mr. Bender: Thank you very much. 
 
President Vavrek: I think we’re going to start with Ron.   Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Mr. Ron Kopko, general manager of Kopko Engineering: We were retained by the Borough to 
study South Street because there were some concerns of the Borough Council had.  So, what I’d 
like to do is give you a little presentation here.  Because there’s some facts and figures that 
have been put out there that maybe don’t relate to the project the way we look at them.  So, I’ll 
start with this.  There were some things that the Borough Council asked us to look at.  Number 
1 being cost considerations.  They had $400,000 potentially available from CDBG funds to do a 
project.  They selected South Street as one of the projects that they would like to look at.  The 
second consideration they had there is you’ll see that Council didn’t want to spend any of the 
Borough taxpayers’ money.  They wanted to try to fund the project with CDBG monies, which 
aren’t coming out of the Borough budget.  There were no other monies available, any other 
source at the time, and to my knowledge that fact hasn’t changed.  Council also requested a 
fixed price for the bid.  That’s something which I’d do in the bidding process, because they 
wanted to know just how much it was going to cost so they could account for all the money 
that was going to be spent on this project before it even started.  And they also requested a 
cost-effective plan.  There’s, some of the items you’ll see here, these are the goals of the 
project.  It was to make the repairs to the street, improve safety, and provide for sufficient 
traffic flow, to relieve congestion at Fifth Avenue caused by car back-up or what people would 
call stacking on South Street.  If you live on South Street, you know what that is, that’s 
whenever the light is red on South Street and you’re trying to get onto Route 68, the cars back 
up around the parked cars that are on the north side of the street and you can’t pass either 
direction then.  So, traffic backs up onto Fifth Avenue and also backs up South Street, until one 
party or the other can move.  They wanted to maintain the parking on South Street.  There are 
a lot of cars parked on South Street, most times during the day and even during the night if 
you’ll travel that route.  They also wanted to reduce the potential for accidents in the parking 
lanes.  Many people getting out of their cars, open their doors and, of course, when another 
car’s passing there’s always that potential.  We’ve heard stories of people having their mirror’s 
taken off, car door’s taken off, but these are all accidents, which there’s not a report made of 
what had happened because there’s no injuries.  So, there’s no accident.  The car isn’t damaged 
to the point where you can’t drive it, if there are accidents there.  They also wanted to maintain 
the look of the neighborhood and they wanted to try to maintain slow speeds throughout the 
street.  Now we have stop signs at each intersection, there’s a stop sign at Sixth, stop sign at 
Seventh, a stop sign at Eighth, and a traffic signal at Fifth.  So, that really helps to keep traffic 
slow, but we still have some potential there for people to speed in between those intersections.  



They also wanted to provide for ADA-compliant sidewalks from that section of town, because 
Fifth Avenue’s been upgraded, Main Street’s in the process of being upgraded.  And, of course, 
now if you have South Street that provides you with access all the way across town that’s ADA-
compliant.  There were some alternatives reviewed.  The first alternative that we looked at, 
well, first of all, I should back up.  Before we reviewed the alternatives, we had a meeting with 
the Committee of Borough Councilmembers; Brad Stutzman, the Public Works Director; Chief of 
Police was there and we discussed all the items that could be potentially put into this project 
that we’d want to look at.  But all the time, we have to look at the fact that there’s only a 
certain amount of money that’s available, which we knew as $400,000.  So, we came up with 
three plans.  The first plan was to move parking from the street and create parallel parking 
insets.  The second thing was to widen the street 4’, and it was suggested to do it on the north 
side but that’s where we used our pricing, because the north side would be ultimately more, 
more cost effective than the south side because there’s a lot of utilities and more trees to be 
dealt with on the south side.  And you can see the amounts there.  And then Plan Three, we 
looked at that and we didn’t do a detailed cost estimate on it, because we already knew that it 
went over and above the other two plans and it was well above any monies that might be 
available.  You can see that Plan One was $387,000; and this is the engineer’s estimate.  This is 
estimate that we come up with, to come up with a cost so we have some idea of what it might 
cost before it goes out to bid.  Ultimately, we can’t control what the bids are, because nobody 
knows what a contractor will do, how he will do his work.  We have no control over that.  So, 
we come up with the best estimate that we can.  This is a picture of a parking, parallel parking 
inset, it’s the plan that was chosen.  Council, as you would want them to do, chose the most 
cost-effective method to handle it and what we considered also to be the best method.  That 
was our recommendation in this.  So, as you can see there, you have two lanes of travel, this is 
not in Clarion, of course, this is in another community.  There they’ve inset the parking for 
safety.  And you’ll see the double white lines; that’s a bicycle path.  So, along with some 
communities, they also, not only carry a pedestrians, they take care of the bicyclist and also the 
people that want to park on the street.  These are the major cost items.  There’s been some 
things said about this being a project done to create parking on South Street.  And really it’s 
not.  It, continue to have the same parking on South Street that’s there now but in a safe 
manner and in a better method that allows the street to be a little wider and allow for a little 
bit more safe movement along that street.  One item that comes up, if you were traveling in 
another section of Clarion Borough, say East Eighth Avenue.  One thing that happens there is 
most people know that area, and the only people that travel there are the people who are 
residents in that area. So, people get to know the traffic patterns.  In Clarion, because South 
Street is an east-west route across town, a lot of people use it that aren’t familiar with Clarion, 
just may be in Clarion once a month or once a week or twice a week or here during a semester 
when they’re a student.  But the major cost items, breaking it down into percentages, and this 
again is our estimate, we figure that the streets and the paving were 68% of the project; ADA 
sidewalks 18%; and the parking change that is going to be made is about 14%.  So, there’s been 
some things thrown out there saying that the parking is the major cost here; and if we just 
reduce the parking on the street, you’ll save $300,000.  That’s not really factual.  Because the 
street and the sidewalks need some attention, particularly the street.  The street was in pretty 
poor condition in the fall when we started looking at this project.  But as the winter went on, it 



developed a lot more potholes, ruts, and cracking in the street itself.  The alternative selected 
by Council was Plan One.  And that was to move parking from the street and create the parallel 
parking that we discussed, I tried to show you in that photograph.  The bids were received 
March 26th of this year.  And the bids were $281,000, $311,000; and $446,000.  All in a range of 
what we would expect.  Now, of course, the $446,000 is a little bit over.  The $281 and $311 are 
a little bit under.  But, you know, that’s why we have a competitive bidding process so that the 
contractor gets to show what he can do for a set amount of money.  Parking spaces.  This is 
outlined by area, I’ll let you take a look at that.  But the net in this is we’re trying to create 
about the same amount of parking.  You’ll see existing we figured that there were 38 spaces 
along that section of South Street and we’re planned for 36.  Probably the big change there is 
the fact that we’ll have designated spaces and we tried to control the space amount to have a 
22’ long parking space.  In the existing, it’s open parking.  So, at an event like Autumn Leaf, the 
cars, there may be an area there where I’m saying that there’s 7 cars parked.  During Autumn 
Leaf, there may be 11 cars parked there.  But during most normal days, there are probably less 
than that amount in existing spaces just because of the way cars come and go and park during 
the day.  So, I’ll leave that up, but you can see the net effect is about the same.  We’re we have 
38 spaces and now a plan for 36 during this plan.  I would like to mention, too, that the plans 
are on the wall behind you.  I hope some of you had a chance to look at it when you came in.  
They’re very simple.  The section that was pink is the existing parking.  And then there were 
some trees outlined, the ones that would be removed during the project.  And then on the 
lower drawings, it’s the new parking that’s shown there.  So, it’s pretty simple.  And there’s also 
some areas designated for storm drainage improvement.  There’s 3, well 4 areas that will be 
improved for storm drainage.  There’s a catch basin that’s located at the intersection of Center 
and South that has had some changes done to it last year when there was a water main break 
and some sewer work was done.  So, it has an undersized pipe in it; that’s to be corrected.  At 
the corner of Sixth and South, there happens to be some flooding that happens in that area to 
the homeowners along that section of South Street.  There’s going to be some changes at Sixth 
and the grade changes across the street.  And, of course, new curbing, which should take care 
of that problem.  Then the next area that had small drainage problems was at the intersection 
of Seventh and South, and there happens to be a catch basin there that’s a little bit too high 
and allows the street to flood.  And, of course, in the wintertime, you’re going to have ice and 
in the summertime, you’re going to have wet shoes.  And then the last one, there’s a no 
drainage inlet at the area near Eighth and South.  And that area is serviced by a storm drain 
line.  And we’ll be able to add a catch basin at that location to take care of any drainage that 
comes off the Eighth Avenue and also that portion of South Street.  Just to summarize this in a 
little bit different light.  The incremental cost of adding parking as part of the project, our 
estimate was about $18,000 per block or $54,000 for the project.  Now that’s adding the area 
on the south side of the street from Fifth and Sixth and on the north side of the street between 
Sixth and Eighth Avenues.  One of the things we looked at too was to safely move cars through 
there.  And we did, in the original proposal, there was some thoughts of just widening the 
street.  And what that does is the wider you make a street, the faster cars tend to travel on it.  
So, we wanted to do was come up with an idea that’s been used and proven and in each of the 
intersections we’ll be adding new curbing and new sidewalk, ADA-compliant sidewalk, in those 
areas.  And what we create is what they call a ball about, which I’ll show you a picture here in a 



minute.  But the idea is just design to slow the traffic down so there’s a rhythmic pattern each 
one of the intersections so the driver automatically knows they’re coming to the next 
intersection where there’ll be a stop sign and they’ll be asked to stop.  There’s crosswalks at all 
of these intersections and that’s very important to have cars physically stop, not cruise through 
them, not travel at a slow speed, but actually stop at each one of these areas.  And having these 
ball abouts shows them that they’re coming to a stop sign and put crosswalks here, ready 
reminder that at each one of these intersections we want the people to physically stop.  And in 
doing that, we’re reconfiguring the street slightly in order to do that.  This is an idea here that 
you’ll see of what a ball about looks like where somebody’s taken the time to also landscape 
that area.  But you can see how the curb rounds around and then this area at the bottom of the 
drawing would be the inset parking area.  Here’s another example.  You can see the car in the 
background, it’s actually parked within that area and then you have the intersection and it’s a 
little bit narrower and also what this does is create an area where the crosswalks are closer 
together.  It also has the advantage it allows you to see traffic much better because you’re out 
beyond where the cars had been parked in the past.  We’re moving the cars back a little bit 
from the intersection and also giving you a chance to be out a little bit closer because there’s a 
benign curb at that time.  Some communities widened their streets at one time and now 
they’re narrowing their streets because they don’t like the way the traffic flows through their 
community.  They want traffic to be slow and deliberate, and they want other people to take 
other routes when they want to travel faster through town.  That would be traveling maybe 
down Wood Street or moving up to Main Street.  Choose this picture, this is in an urban setting.  
And the main reason I wanted you to see this was because you can see both sides of the street 
because of the way the typography of the land is.  So you can see how the cars are just set back 
in off the main travel lanes of the road.  It gives you, I hope, a better visual of what we’re trying 
to do is to move the car off of the main travel lane.  This is actually a picture of South Street 
looking from Seventh towards Sixth.  And it’s been photo-shopped, as you’re probably aware, 
you’ve seen these photos, that show the parking the way it will look.  Now it won’t look exactly 
like that because the curb will be reconfigured.  It will be more rounded, we’re trying to show 
that in an effective way.  Here’s standing down Seventh a little ways looking towards the 
intersection, I’m sorry, down South a little ways looking towards the intersection of Seventh 
Avenue.  So, that’s basically the idea.  Now if we’d have a little more time, we’d probably 
planted a few trees along here, because there should be a tree planted oh about right where 
that bend is in the pavement and another probably back a little bit farther.  So, that’s really the 
look that you’ll see.  And that will be held at the intersections won’t change in width, but they 
will change in the radius.  The radius will be more consistent, and so the turning will be much 
smoother around there because you won’t have to watch the curb as much.  You get used to 
the radius’ being consistent.  This shows what happens whenever you move cars back in; the 
first, Number 1, you’ll see the cars are right up to the crosswalk.  And, of course, the people 
that are crossing can’t see without leaning out.  In the Number 2 one, they’ve moved the cars 
back and you can see the, the yellow swatches are supposed to be people, you’re looking down 
on them, and you’re looking down on a car, it’s a very simplified drawing.  And the third one is 
showing the same thing now with the ball about, which gives the people into that space 
without walking into the crosswalk.  Can you see in Number 2, they had to enter the crosswalk 
in order to see the car and in Number 3, they stay back on the sidewalk and are able to see the 



car coming towards them and also the driver can see also.  There’s been a lot of discussion 
about trees along that section.  And it’s inevitable that there’s going to be trees cut.  I like 
anybody else, like to see a nice tree-lined street where you look down the street and it looks 
just like home.  It’s supposed to look that way.  When you do a project like this, one of the 
advantages we have is we’re doing the entire street, so one of the alternatives somebody had 
mentioned was ‘why don’t you just take 2 or 3’ off of each side and widen the street on both 
sides’.  When you really take a look at South Street, you’ll see that possible but what you end 
up with is removing almost all the trees, where most of the trees would probably end up with 
root damage that you would have problems with later on.  And there are some utility poles that 
are on one side of the street.  They’re very prominent, right against the curb, and those would 
have to be moved, so there would be re-location, tree trimming, cutting, do all of that.   As 
you’ll see here, it’s by half block here.  You’ll see the plan is to remove about 14 trees and, of 
course, to replace that we showed an amount on the plan.  But the bid required 24 trees.  What 
we were hoping to do is to have the bid, have a tree selected, in order to put the project out for 
bid, we had to pick a tree.  And, of course, I asked Borough Council, I asked if there’s a specific 
tree that the Borough recommends that they like to see people plant.  And they said ‘no, we 
don’t have a tree selected that we would like to see; but we’d like to see something similar in 
other areas of the Borough’.  So, we put 24 trees for the bid package for that to be bid on, 
hoping that we’d be able to come up with a tree that would, the residents of South Street 
would be happy with and that would work well for the community and the type of streetscape 
that you’re going to have.  Now, I’m going to introduce Joe Glover.  Joe Glover’s a certified 
forester.  He took a look at the trees on South Street for us and reviewed most of them.  If 
you’d like to make some comments at this time, Joe. 
 
Mr. Joe Glover:  I’m a consulting forester primarily.  Ron asked me to look at the trees.  What I 
basically did was I took a form that was available to me through International Society of Arbor 
Culture and examined the trees in their current condition along the entire length of South 
Street.  Between the project area, there were 42 trees. 
 
Mr. Bender: Excuse me, could you speak up a little bit and not speak down.   
 
Mr. Glover: Sure.  I’ll come over.  Sorry.  There’s 42 trees on South Street between the project 
area.  Of those trees, when I looked at them for Ron 18 of them are in the bump outs that he’s 
talking about.  What I found is that there’s about 22 of those trees along that street that are 
potential problems for the Borough depending on what goes on for consideration with the 
traffic and the construction that’s going on for this street.  Currently of those trees, there are 
several trees that have dead hanging limbs into the street, broken branches, and several of 
those trees have potential root decay problems that I couldn’t diagnose just visually.  From my 
standpoint, a lot of these trees are in danger of falling right now.  With the additional work that 
you’re going to do in the Borough, irregardless if you do bump out or this paving or cut the road 
back from one side to the other, you’re going to lose trees through the construction.  There’s 
just not a lot with what is there to work with now.  There are, of the trees, I have a sheet, if 
there are property landowners in here, there’s several trees that you should have an arborist 
look at.  One for hanging limbs that are in the trees and root decay.  If there is any landowners, 



if you would give, I’ll be here after the meeting, I don’t think this is the time to discuss 
individual landowners’ problems with their trees.  But there are potentials for root decay and 
some of these trees that I wasn’t charged with looking at.  It was more less a visual inspection 
for things that are potentially wrong with these trees.  Not just that these were trees that were 
going to be removed, or have potential to be removed with this project, but there’s also hazard 
with these trees standing out there now.   
 
Mr. Kopko: Joe, do you want to address the ones we have 
 
Mr. Glover: Sure.  Tree 1 is down on South Street right below, 520 South Street.  This tree is 
roughly, I lost my paper, 35” in diameter, it’s got a seam in it about 6”.  When I stuck my hand 
in that tree, there’s about 4” of live wood in that tree.  The rest of the center of that tree is 
gone.  It had dead limbs hanging in it.  Seventy-five percent of the root structure is currently 
already paved.  That’s pretty much concurrent with all the trees along the street.  By coming 
through and doing this construction project, if you bump back between 4 and 8’, you’re going 
to be cutting an additional 20 to 35% root structure of these trees.  Because it’s that, those 
trees are basically getting water between the sidewalk and the curb of the road.  The rest of 
that is paved.  There’s nowhere else for that tree to get a drink.  So, when you do this and you 
cut these bump outs, these trees that already have potential decay or other problems, are 
eventually going to fall over.  It may not be this year, it may not be next year, but you’ve 
already introduced other problems in the structure.  Trees amazingly survive living in 
pavement.  They don’t do it very well, but they will survive for a long period of time.  But if you 
start to do things to their root structure that holds that tree up, you’re going to great impact 
that tree and its ability to take up water.  Right now, with doing this pavement from what I 
know of them, if you cut the trees, it’s not necessarily the water.  One it’s the loss of the 
structure, the roots to hold the tree up and its ability to take up water.  Another tree 35 
 
Mr. Kopko: I think that’s 33. 
 
Mr. Glover: 33?   
 
Mr. Kopko: It’s at the corner of Weaver Place and South Street. 
 
Mr. Glover: 33 is a 33½” silver maple.  It’s also paved over 50 to 75% of its area.  It has a large 
wound seam in it and a cavity.  This tree was basically topped out several years ago after a 
storm event it appears.  I don’t know when.  But it’s been several years ago.  It looks like it 
potentially has root decay going down into it.  It basically has one live limb with a bunch of 
epocormic branches going out across the top of it hanging out into South Street.  What 
epocormic branches are, when you take a tree and you cut all the limbs off of it but leave those 
dead stubs like they used to do in the past, the tree will send out epocormic branches and 
those aren’t the way a tree grows. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Let’s go to the next line. 
 



Mr. Glover: You want to go to the next line? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yea, this is the next tree on the street. 
 
Mr. Glover: Which one? 
 
Mr. Kopko: This is on, again in the section between, probably number  
 
Mr. Glover: 32 or 34 
 
Mr. Kopko: I don’t know which way the numbering went. 
 
Mr. Glover:  I went down (unintelligible) and then back around. 
 
Mr. Kopko: It would be the next tree. 
 
Mr. Glover: 30, 32?   
 
Mr. Kopko: 34. 
 
Mr. Glover: 34.  Uh, 34’s a Norway; no, that’s not a 5” tree. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Okay this is 35 then. 
 
Mr. Glover: 35?  That’s okay.  Silver maple, 31” in diameter, 85% of it, it has a bunch of dead 
limbs in the top of it.  It’s cracking the sidewalk currently.  It has a 5% natural lean toward the 
house so it at least won’t land in the street.  It has a lot of dead wood in the top. 
 
Mr. Kopko: That’s a very large tree for a streetscape? 
 
Mr. Glover: Yea, for a  
 
Mr. Kopko: That’s well beyond what you would normally like to see on a street where there’s 
people walking underneath it, cars traveling, 
 
Mr. Glover: It has some large, 
 
Mr. Kopko: and people aren’t really looking up for trees. 
 
Mr. Glover: it has some large dead hanging limbs in it.  It is showing decay and it does have a 
large cavity in it. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Big thing here is it’s a silver maple.  Silver maples have an extensive root system.  
This area also has a storm drain line that runs really parallel with the curb there.  And there’s 



been some concern about that one.  We did take a look at it.  That’s a little bit beyond the 
scope of what this project is.  It’s functioning well and, of course, we talked to the Borough 
about it.  The maintenance people.  We also feel that, you know, the line is functioning.  Here’s 
a view down South Street looking towards Seventh.  And this is a nice area of the street where 
you can see there’s a row of nice trees here that are very well established.  And Joe if you want 
to talk about the difference between ages of trees, maybe with this side. 
 
Mr. Glover: Sure. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Because although they look very nice, the tree on the left side where the area is 
pointing is much better suited to be a streetscape tree. 
 
Mr. Glover: Okay, that’s going to be up towards, now those are some smaller, there’s, most of 
the trees along South Street are Norway Maples.  Once you get so far, you can see, you can see 
with this tree here how it’s starting to lift and create a ball around the bottom of it with the 
root system here in between the street and that.  What this is doing is probably what some of 
you have had to replace your sidewalks is what this tree is doing is it’s trying to root down and 
as it roots down it continues to heave this sidewalk.  When you have trees that are getting that 
large, they only have so much space, sorry, that they can take up to grow in because you’ve got 
all this pavement.  You’ve got this pavement here, the only place this, it has roots going out this 
way under the street to hold the tree up.  But the only place this tree is able to get nutrient is 
here and a little bit out of this front yard which is maybe 20’ to a tree here that’s 35”, well 
probably 26-27” in diameter 60’ tall and has a spread of like 40’.  The feeding roots are 
(unintelligible) a lot farther than that 40’, which we normally figure the majority of the rooting 
system of that tree is within what they call the drip line is where the edge of that tree has 
leaves to is about where that tree’s feeding to.  So, when you have a tree that’s this large and 
needs that much area to grow with, you’re limited to what that can do versus this tree over 
here which is smaller but it’s still up in the same size category.  This is a 14-16” range, but it 
doesn’t have as big of a crown to spread so it’s maybe 20-30’ in diameter, which is more than 
adequate.  We don’t have limbs hanging over your house or as bad into the street.  And if a 
limb falls out of that at that diameter, it’s not 18” or 20” that can kill in a storm event or ice 
event in this town and fall down and smash whatever’s in the street or in your yard. 
 
Unidentified Man (later identified as Bill Fulmer, 132 South Seventh Avenue): Could I ask a 
question please? 
 
Mr. Glover: Sure. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: You’re talking about the nutrients that are necessary to reach the roots and, 
 
Mr. Glover: Sure. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: if you have cut outs so that you pave closer to the sidewalk, are you not reducing 
the 



 
Mr. Glover: Yes. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: amount of green space available to new planted trees? 
 
Mr. Glover: Yea.  You’re reducing  
 
Mr. Fulmer: Okay. 
 
Mr. Glover: Any project you do 
 
Mr. Fulmer: What kind of tree are you going to have in that very  
 
Mr. Glover: You could plant back really about anything that the Borough agrees on that they 
want to get planting.  Anymore with the varieties of trees that they have out there, whatever 
you’d be looking at 
 
Mr. Fulmer: You’ve only got a, it looks like 
 
Mr. Glover: Yea, but ideally 
 
Mr. Fulmer: have  
 
Mr. Glover: what you want to pick for a tree for a street tree is not a, a sugar maple or a silver 
maple that has the potential to get 40-50” in diameter. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: It may be as high as 6’ tall 
 
Mr. Glover: Well not necess-, you may want something that will grow 20-30’ tall  
 
Mr. Fulmer: How are you going to get it though 
 
Mr. Glover: similar to what 
 
Mr. Fulmer: though with that limited green space is the question? 
 
Mr. Glover: But it’s only got, if that tree’s only going to get this big, it’s only going to create a 
crown that’s 20-30’ wide.  There’s enough root structure in their, the roots will reach out 
underneath the pavement and stuff to hold the tree.  What you have to remember is there’s 
enough there for it to root.  What it doesn’t have a lot is a chance to take up and get water and 
nutrients. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: Thank you. 
 



Mr. Kopko: Thanks Joe. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Can I ask your name, please?  Can I ask your name for the record? 
 
Mr. Fulmer: Yes, Bill Fulmer. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Okay, thank you. 
 
Mr. Fulmer: You’re welcome. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Another thing I’d like to point out is not only was that arrow put there to point to a 
more reasonable size tree for the streetscape itself but is to point to the cars there.  I had 
people ask me ‘why is there some days I travel down South Street and I go right down South 
Street and other days it seems like the cars are parked farther out the street’.  There’s sections 
between Seventh and Eighth where the people pull onto the curb between 1 and 2’. And 
usually what happens is if one person sees a person parking in that area, the next car will park 
up on the curb also.  Now the curb itself only has about 2” (unintelligible), but because of that 
they are able to come off the curb.  As you can see here, it’s very common for us to see cars 
parked in this section of street where they’re up over the curb and onto the grass there.  Now 
this is one 
 
President Vavrek: Please, could we refrain from talking back there so we can hear everyone 
that’s speaking. 
 
Mr. Bender: Let me ask you a question. 
 
Mr. Kopko: No, we’re going to take questions afterwards, Bud.  We got to get through this part 
of it. 
 
Mr. Bender: Who’s parking on the streets?  Who? 
 
Unidentified Individual: The college kids. 
 
Mr. Bender: Is it the people who own the house? 
 
Unidentified Individual: No. 
 
President Vavrek: The renters. 
 
Mr. Bender: The renter? 
 
President Vavrek: Renters. 
 
Unidentified Individual (Ms. Chelsea Sierko): No, it’s not.  It’s the college kids that are renting. 



 
Mr. Noto: Students? 
 
Ms. Sierko: I rent a house and I don’t park on the street. 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, could we come back to this later,  
 
Mr. Bender: Yea, sure. 
 
President Vavrek: we still have someone 
 
Mr. Bender: I was just curious. 
 
President Vavrek: else.  Okay. 
 
Mr. Kopko: This is a 
 
Mr. Bender: I’m trying to figure all whether it’s more important for safety or the trees?  I mean 
we’re all over the place here. 
 
Mr. Kopko: We were trying to address that because 
 
Mr. Bender: Yea, okay. 
 
Mr. Kopko: many members of the community have voiced 
 
Mr. Bender: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Any way this is a replacement type of tree.  It’s considered a good streetscape tree.  
This is a pear tree.  You’ll see them around the area blooming a lot right now.  You can take a 
look at that.  That’s what we specified.  But that’s not necessarily, the tree that has to be 
planted.  There can be other trees that can be looked at to plant along the streetscape.  This is a 
young tree of the same variety.  As long as you specify them with a certain height, and there’s a 
6’ pathway, you can see it would be very nice along that section of roadway where you would 
have the tree basically coming out over the cars that would be parked there.  And on the other 
side, a little bit over the sidewalk.  And, of course, over time we could also rotate other trees in 
that have a very similar look, which is usually very pleasing to the eye.  People like to see a nice 
uniform tree planting on a street, and it does look nice. 
 
Mr. Bender: What kind of tree is that? 
 
Mr. Kopko: That, just a pear tree. 
 
Mr. Bender: Just a pear tree? 



 
Mr. Kopko: Well it’s a variety of the Cleveland pear. 
 
Mr. Bender: Mr. Forester, how durable is a pear tree? 
 
Mr. Glover: Not too bad, I don’t know.  I’m a forester not an arborist. 
 
Mr. Bender: It’s very, it’s very fragile.  Because we have a lot of them in Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well this variety 
 
Mr. Bender: (unintelligible). 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well, yea, please hold your comments.  These are the pear trees that are planted in 
front of the Borough Office.  You’ll see, or these are the trees that are planted in front of the 
Borough Offices.  They’re probably on the order of 50 years old.  You’ll see they don’t reach 
near the height as the ones that you’re looking at earlier.  And they also have a nice dark green 
leaf in the summer and flower in the spring and they do turn a shade of red.  So that’s the 
presentation I have for you.  The main concerns I’ve heard have to do with the fact that the 
project is undertaken merely for the fact of providing parking along the street.  That was merely 
one of the items to be addressed.  And, if you’d like me to, I’ll go back to that original slide so 
you can see the main goals of the project.  If not, then President Vavrek can (unintelligible). 
 
President Vavrek:  We had one more person, Todd Colosimo, who’s going to talk a little bit 
about the CDBG Grant.  And then you’re welcome to ask any of them questions that you have, 
that you might have, either Ron or if you want to look at that again.  Todd, if you want to step 
up to the podium. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Good evening everybody.  Again my name is Todd Colosimo.  I’m currently 
helping the Borough administer the Community Development Block Grant Program.  Just a real 
quick primer on CDBG.  This is an annual allocation of funding received by the Borough since 
approximately 1984.  So, the Borough has been using this money for approximately 26 years, 
roughly, somewhere around there.  I believe the minutes we were looking at have a project 
starting in ’85, actually using ’84. 
 
Unidentified Lady: Todd, could you speak up a little bit; it’s harder to hear back here. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  What I was explaining is this is quite, as grant programs go especially for the 
federal government, this is a very old program.  And in the Borough it dates back to circa 1984.  
(Tape flipped at this point) projects any.  The fall of 2007 the Borough undertook an 
environmental review of a number of projects classified as Borough-wide.  What we were 
attempting to do, and what we were successful in doing, was clearing a number of activities 
through one process.  And again, these activities, we tried to take into account, and again we 
were successful, major impacts that these things could have upon the environment.  Now I’m 



not talking just about floodplains, wetlands, those sorts of things.  There are a number of issues 
that were looked at at the time by the Borough, a number of agencies, entities, and 
organizations consulted with at the time.  Some of these project categories included street 
improvements; infrastructure, that would be water or sewer mainly; community facility 
projects, such as repairing a library, sidewalk, that type of stuff which also cross over into our 
street improvements project.  Again, these ideas, these projects were vended to a number of 
organizations.  We asked for comments, we were trying to gather back impacts and possible 
mitigation steps, which again we were successful in doing.  Which leads us to today.  Well let 
me just real quick.  Project, that environmental review I just discussed was started in the fall of 
2007, we received our final clearance from the State, final approval, environmental clearance to 
use the funds for these projects in May 2008.  This is part of the Environmental Review Record 
on file at the Borough.  So, at that point, we had a complete package.  We were able to move 
forward.  Before that though, a concurrent notice, which is a Finding of No Significant Impact 
and Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds, two notices in one, concurrent notice was 
posted at different areas, different spots throughout the Borough.  Public comment period of 
18 days was allowed.  We received no comments.  At the end of that period, we submitted a 
Request for a Release of Funds based on these projects to the Department of Community and 
Economic Development.  They in turn held a 15 day public comment period of their own, in 
which they received no comments or objections, at the end of which they granted us clearance 
to use the funds.  That was the original environmental review.  Again, our final clearances were 
dated by the State of May 1, 2008.  I believe there were 5 all together, 4 or 5.  It’s a matter of 
the record on file at the Borough.  The criteria we considered, the letters we got back from the 
different organizations and entities are all part of that record also.  That, by the way, is available 
for public review and copying at any time during normal Borough hours.  As it’s always been.  
It’s been on file since that time.   
 
Now fast forwarding to the South Street Project.  We were operating under those approvals 
from the State for this project.  We considered impacts at that time and we had a list of 
mitigation measures in effect in place for the possible impact of the South Street Project.  They, 
in February we were contacted, February of this year, after we let bid, after we advertised for 
bid for this project, we were contacted by a concerned resident of South Street as to historical 
resources that would be negatively impacted by this project.  We met with the concerned 
resident at the Borough Office.  And between us actually, we began a consultation process with 
two entities, which we believe to have the most interest and the most say in this matter.  We 
worked with the, we sent a consultation package to the Clarion County Historical Society and 
we also sent essentially the same consultation package plus an Official Review Form to the 
State Historical Preservation Officer, Liaison Person Pamela Reilly with the Department of 
Economic and Community Development asking for comments and explaining the project.  We 
submitted photographs, maps, and a selection of the construction drawings we thought were 
relevant.  Those included the overall existing condition drawings, the overall construction 
drawing Eighth Avenue to Fifth, and a drawing which is back there also that keyed on the 
project area between Eighth and Seventh Avenue.  Because at the time, the stone hitching post 
and the trees that were being talked about at that time were located in that area.  There was, 
subsequent to that, on March 19th, we received back a find from Pamela Reilly, State Historic 



Preservation Officer, she would find this project had what they call a conditional no-adverse 
affect based upon two conditions.  That we replace trees we will cut down.  And that we 
provide for the security and non-damage of the stone hitching post and to remove it to an 
appropriate location close to its original site.  Now if we were to meet those, we would have 
the conditional no-adverse affect and we could proceed.  That’s one area of the review.  We 
have taken it upon ourselves and also revisited a number of other areas to document 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  This will be part of the Environmental 
Review.  I mentioned floodplains.  It’s not enough to say there are no 100-year floodplains in 
the project area.  We have to be able to prove that to you, to anyone that looks at the 
Environmental Review Record.  That documentation is there, will be there.  Same way with 
wetlands.  Different classes of wetlands, there’s linear, deep water habitat streams, regular wet 
ones, none of this exists, we can document that in the project area.  Number, and we’re going 
to get to them tonight, beyond checklist items, we have identified a number of things we think 
we should address with this project as it’s proposed.  And you’ll see these under Potential 
Impact  of the Project with Proposed Mitigation Measures, this is what we’re thinking right 
now.  Okay, back to the Environmental Review Process, this, we would be considered to still be 
in a consultation phase of the Environmental Review of this project at this time.  We, because 
of public interest and because we’ve identified enough things that we think the public needs to 
know about as far as impacts go, we’ve decided to have this meeting. We hope to gather 
information from you at this meeting that we can incorporate into our review to make this a 
better project.  This is one of the, this I guess is a public participation part, but we understand 
we’re in a residential neighborhood and we’re not out somewhere where there’s no people.   
Some projects are apt to be located.  This is why we think this meeting is important.  But does 
anybody have any questions of, yes, Megan. 
 
Ms. Megan Shewell: You talked about the stone hitching post that you have to move it and they 
said when you got the conditional no-adverse affect they said you had to move it to, where are 
you moving it to? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well that’s to be determined yet.   
 
Ms. Shewell:  Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  This is one of the things we’d like to talk to the public about.   
 
Ms. Shewell: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  We, if we go by the letter of our condition, by the letter of the law, we, this 
hitching post needs to stay in the approximate area, but where we’ve also been charged with 
not damaging it also.  And if anyone knows construction sites, it doesn’t take much to damage 
anything.  So, we need to be especially careful with this item.  I want to step back to that letter 
for a moment.  There’s more to it than what I have relayed it.  South Street has potential, 
according to the letter, to comprise part of an overall or a larger historic district.  It would be 
comprised, right now, of different streets around South Street.  Because of that, that’s why we 



got the conditional no-adverse affect.  This area has potential for historical significance, has 
potential to become or be comprised part of a historical district.  Something of that nature, if 
that should be pursued.  Right now, such a district doesn’t exist, hasn’t been established.  But 
we can’t just work with what’s been established, we have to take into account potential.  And 
this area’s been deemed by SHPO, that letter is available, too, also for copying and reading by 
the public.  I think we have a pretty good take on it.  Suffice to say those were the two 
conditions we were charged with and, in lieu of the fact that South Street, the environment and 
the neighborhood may in fact comprise part of a larger historic district.  We were also mindful, 
through the concerned citizen, we were also mindful of the fact that the last remaining 1-acre 
lots are located on that street within the Borough.  Some of the last, they may be the last 1-acre 
residential lots.  Two of them, one on each side of the street.  That played into a lot of it.  SHPO 
is aware of that.  And by SHPO, I mean State Historic Preservation Officer, Pam Reilly.  And 
there are an additional numerous older homes along that street.  We do not think, we get into 
the character changing aspects, we’ll get into that as we look through these essential impacts.  
Yes? 
 
Unidentified Man (later identified as Mr. Jack Troese):  I think you mentioned public 
participation? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Troese: Do you agree with me that the regulations require that the Borough encourage 
public participation through all of the development stage, through all the stages of the use of 
this money? 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  Yes, 
 
Mr. Troese: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: yes, we do encourage. 
 
Mr. Troese: And you’ve been the grant administrator for the proj-, this project? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, since 2006.  
 
Mr. Troese: Okay, so for about 4 years. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 
Mr. Troese: What did the Borough do to encourage public participation? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We publish, annually we publish two notices. When we’re developing, or actually 
three sets 
 



Mr. Troese: (Unintelligible) 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No, I’m sorry, wait 
 
Mr. Troese: Public (unintelligible) 
 
Mr. Colosimo: we publish two notices a year per our regulations, Jack you know that.  We hold 
a preliminary hearing and a final hearing in the development of that year’s application.  When I 
had mentioned an allocation, we access those funds through an application process yearly.  
They don’t just come to us.  So, the public participation process does include notification in the 
paper of these two meetings. 
 
Unidentified Lady (Ms. Rose Logue):  May I ask a question? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes. 
 
Ms. Logue: How many people came to those two meetings? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We generally do not have very many people attend them.   We generally have 
more people at the second meeting once we announce the project. 
 
Ms. Logue: But the ones about the South Street, how many people came to the second 
hearing? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We have an attendance list for the second meeting. 
 
Ms. Logue: There were people there? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes, yes.  We, and in this project, it’s important to know we had to modify 
several years of CDBG funding so we also had an additional public hearing concerning those 
modifications. 
 
Mr. Troese: Todd, I don’t mean to be rude, but I don’t think you answered my question.  My 
question was what did the Borough do to encourage 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We published, 
 
Mr. Troese: public 
 
Mr. Colosimo: we published the notices we make them. 
 
Mr. Troese: Public notice is one section of the regulation. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 



 
Mr. Troese: What did they do to encourage?  That’s another section? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well we also have, we also place our 3-year plan on display along with the 
application.  Three-year plan is developed basically, it’s a description of every community 
development needs of the Borough.  Which the public is also entitled to participate in. 
 
Mr. Troese: Exactly, what was done to encourage them to come see it? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well we actually post the notice, publish the notice identifying the time when 
these materials are on review.  And this is done prior to adoption, which we’ve done at a 
regular scheduled Council Meeting. 
 
Unidentified Lady: How many, where, how big was the notice? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: It’s a standard legal notice.  I would ask at this point, I have a question I would 
like to ask maybe of our attorney.  The purpose of a legal ad in general, if someone could.  Yes, 
maam? 
 
Unidentified Lady (Ms. Chelsea Sierko):  I have a question, maybe more of a comment.  Just for 
the normal citizen of Clarion County and Clarion Borough, can you please tell me what you did 
to make it so I knew what was going on with project?  Did you come to my house and knock on 
the door and say ‘wait I want to cut up your whole entire street’? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Exactly.  Did you come to me and say ‘there’s this project going on, we need your 
input’? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We did have notices, yes. 
 
Ms. Sierko: No, did you come to my house  
 
Mr. Colosimo: No. 
 
Ms. Sierko: or send me a letter that says 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No. 
 
Ms. Sierko: ‘I want input in what, I want your input in this project?’ 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No.  Yes, maam 
 



Ms. Mary Lea Lucas: I’m the Executive Director and Curator of the Clarion County Historical 
Society.  And I would like to comment on this.  On the website about CDBG, it’s plastered all 
over the website about how important it is for public participation in this whole project.  It’s 
everywhere.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Ms. Lucas: No matter where you go on that website, they stress how important it is that public 
participation, you know, is part of this entire process.  If you read, even the guidebook for the 
Environmental Review, guidebook, which I’ve read in its entirety, it has whole sections in there 
about dealing with the public and encouraging public participation.  And I really truly believe, 
we wouldn’t all be here so frustrated tonight on both sides of this issue, if indeed there was 
encourage public participation.  If we had the opportunity to see this, you know,  
 
Unidentified Lady: Presentation. 
 
Ms. Lucas: show, or presentation, everybody wouldn’t be so frustrated and scared.  Everybody 
would be working together for the good of the community and that is what the whole thing is 
about on the website.  And I just want to say one other thing, the Environmental Review that 
you’re speaking of that I never received, I received it on March 15th, after discussion with 
Harrisburg, and I truly did not receive, I review everything that comes.  I review environmental 
reviews all the time.  And I truly did not receive anything prior to that.  And I don’t know, 
maybe you have my wrong address.  You know, we did change addresses, we used to be in the 
museum and now we’re at the Library.  So, I don’t know, because I do get a lot of mail for 
everybody else, the parole office and everything.  But really, I really do believe that is the whole 
problem here.  Had you had this public participation the way it’s supposed to be in the country, 
you know, everybody wouldn’t be so upset. 
 
President Vavrek: If I could just comment that in the past when we have had such projects, and 
we have done the same thing and we have talked to other consultants about how things were 
advertised and we were told, and we found ourselves that even when we have public hearings, 
we were lucky to have 1 or 2 people show up. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Well how did you present it?  You know, did you present it 
 
President Vavrek: We do as we are required to present. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Well that’s it.  You do the bare minimum.  I’ve lived in other areas  
 
President Vavrek: It’s what’s required by the grant. 
 
Ms. Lucas: I understand that, but as the community, this is a very small community, very small 
community, and we have a lot of problems in our community.  And to avoid these problems, 
you kind of have to think outside the box and just try to help each other.  And where I used to 



live, you know, it was a very large community.  They announced it, and they would send little 
letters to people on that street just as a courtesy from your council, from your caring council, 
you know, and then you get public participation and then you don’t have all of these bad 
feelings.  I mean it’s hard enough to do things.  I know your job is very tough.  I know this. 
 
President Vavrek: Absolutely.  And I would give up my seat tonight if someone else thinks they 
can do a better job. 
 
Ms. Lucas: I totally understand how difficult it is.  I do understand.  But there are little things 
that you can do to make it better for everybody.  You know, you and the community.  I just 
think it would be a benefit to everybody. 
 
President Vavrek: I don’t know whether he wanted to answer your question. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  Yes, maam, you make a very good point.  And what I will say is I hope we have 
more engagement in the future.  I really do.  This would help us, do our work in developing 
projects. 
 
Ms. Lucas: I believe the people want to participate.  But people, they’re afraid, they don’t 
understand, you know, you have to help them along a little bit.  I just think everybody would 
like to participate, because it is their neighborhood.  And they’re proud of Clarion.  Everybody’s 
proud of Clarion.  You know, I moved here, I moved to this area deliberately.  I moved from 
Oakmont to Clarion area.  You know, because I love Clarion and I love Clarion County.  And I 
think everybody here cares about this town.  But it’s just you have to show that you care and 
you have to work together.  And that means informing the people and making them feel 
welcome and letting their comments be heard. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes, sir. 
 
Mr. Sal Mazzocchi: Mr. Todd, my name’s Sal Mazzocchi, I have the corner of South and Sixth 
Avenue, real estate office there. I do trust you, Borough, until you decide I hear through the 
grapevine, you’re going to take 8’ of my front yard to make two parking spots for college 
students.  That’s exactly what you’re doing.  So, no, I don’t trust you, I don’t trust you to do this 
project.   
 
President Vavrek: It’s not your front yard. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: It’s my front yard. 
 
President Vavrek: No, it’s not your front yard. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: It’s my front yard.  And when I get an opportunity, I’ll yield the floor to an 
appraiser who will tell you how this will affect everybody’s property in here, too. 
 



Mr. Colosimo:  Yea. 
 
Unidentified Lady (later identified as Ms. Jennifer Vinson):  I just sort of kind of asking for your 
opinion.  My name’s Jennifer Vinson. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Do you think it would have helped to encourage public participation if the Borough 
Council were still televising their meetings through the college station, through the public, as 
was traditionally done until recently.  IT might have gotten more people. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: That’s a possibility maam.  I think that opportunity has been taken from us 
though. 
 
Mayor Estadt: Yes, it has.  They no longer have a truck, it’s in need of repair.  They haven’t been 
able to come for quite some time.  I’ve been in contact with Bob Nulph.  It is clearly on that 
particular side you lack funding and whatever it is you need.  And, therefore, they’re unable to 
film the meetings. 
 
Ms. Megan Shewell: I’m a student.  I go to the University.  I work for the radio station and TV 
station.  And what she said is right.  Our truck is broken.  We are working on it to repair it.  A lot 
of the problem is our truck is down.  And until our University gets us the fund to fix that, we’re 
stuck.  So, that is the problem.  As to the radio station, we’re trying to pick up a lot of the slack.  
And as soon as we heard about this, we started, we did a Roundtable with Council and the 
concerned citizens.  And that’s something that next year we’re going to allow a specific time 
slot, so that you will have that forum.  And I understand (unintelligible).  I’m sorry. 
 
Ms. Vinson: I’m curious, how long has the truck been down? 
 
Ms. Kim Cherico: Okay.  Todd, I’m Kim Cherico, Fred’s wife. 
 
President Vavrek: Excuse me, I know, but she was speaking.  Would you mind letting her, 
 
Ms. Cherico: It’s with my group.  It’s going to go right into this. 
 
President Vavrek: would you mind letting her finish.  
 
Ms. Cherico: Okay, I’ll let her finish. 
 
President Vavrek:   Well you can go 
 
Ms. Vinson: It will only take a second Kim.  How long has the truck been down? 
 



Ms. Shewell: The truck’s been down since Spring Fling of last year.  The managed to tow it down 
for Spring Fling last year so they could use it. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Oh okay.  I guess the other half of my questions, how long’s it been since we 
televised?  I’m sorry but I don’t personally know.  I just know it’s been awhile since somebody 
 
President Vavrek: It’s probably been about 2 years, I think.  
 
Ms. Vinson: So, (unintelligible) before the truck broke down? 
 
Ms. Shewell: It’s possible.  That’d be something you’d have to discuss with the TV station. 
 
MS. Vinson: No, that’s just it.  Don’t worry about it.  I like your radio station. 
 
President Vavrek: Kim, go ahead, and then we got to get back on the agenda, whatever you 
were going to say. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Todd, Kim Cherico.  Okay, and this is all from the Borough minutes, okay?  And my 
voice is going to shake, I’m mad, I’m angry, so okay, bear with me.  You worked on many CDBG, 
you know, you’re a very talented individual, I have to admit that.  You worked from 1998-2004 
on some issues I guess that we have going on, which I don’t know about. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Ms. Cherico: And you’re, GCCA is who you used to work for that disbanded December 31st? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes maam. 
 
Ms. Cherico: So, that was your company name, I assume. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes. 
 
Ms. Cherico: And, so, recently he was hired January 19th at a part-time temporary employee at 
$20 an hour. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: That’s correct. 
 
Ms. Cherico: I guess it was January 19th’s meeting that was 
 
Mr. Colosimo: So, that was my first day was the 19th. 
 
Ms. Cherico: So, you are our key person that wrote this grant for the South Street Project? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes.  I 



 
Ms. Cherico: So, you know it in and out. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Who else helped you? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I wrote this grant with the assistance of Borough staff. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Like who? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: But I personally did the typing, I personally wrote project descriptions,  
 
Ms. Cherico: Research? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: research on the qualifications, yes maam. 
 
Ms. Cherico: It didn’t say that so I didn’t know.  So, then it was also at a February 3, 2010, 
meeting that our, that someone said that the CDBG position, because we needed someone to 
replace, since your company disbanded, that we needed a professional service and that 
required a high level of skill and knowledge and that’s, we did not have to go out and advertise 
for his position.  So, we immediately hired him at $20 an hour and that’s how you came on 
board? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I was approached by Borough 
 
Ms. Cherico: To finish out 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Okay.  So, then this is all true so far, is that right?  Because again, as a citizen, I 
didn’t attend any of these meetings 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Ms. Cherico: I’ve read all those. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes, I’ve been hired by the Borough.  I’m a part-time employee. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Okay.  So, then you’re a very professional, highly skilled, knowledgeable CDBG 
consultant.  And when Fred and I researching with DCED and also what is it DCED 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 



Ms. Cherico: properly?  That you, again I’m going to pat you on the back, and say that you’ve 
done your steps of getting us here tonight.  But in that CDBG application that she’s referring to, 
I’ve done my homework, too, and I copied it and I really don’t want to have to read this word-
for-word, but it says ‘as a consultant’, I want to know if you took quote reasonable steps to 
inform us since that May 18th meeting and what I want to bring out, the intention of my 
research is other boroughs our size and there is one down on like the east side of Pittsburgh 
that’s a little bit smaller than us, they actually paid for what I call, because I do advertising in 
the Clarion News it’s called a block ad.  It’s about 3” x 3”, it would cost my office $75 easy to 
pay for that little ad.  So, I just want to know with that borough doing what they did to 
advertise their citizens did you do what your, again this is from the Citizen Participation Plan of 
the CDBG Program, I didn’t write this myself, the applicant or grantee, which is you, are quote 
and this is right from it  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um, I’m not the applicant, maam.  I’m not the grantee either. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Who is that? 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  The grantee is the Borough, the applicant is the Borough. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Okay, so then we’re going to go to the Borough with this question, so I’m sorry.  I 
have to ask it 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well I mean I am, I’m officially not the grantee.  That’s true and that’s not hocus 
pocus. 
 
Ms. Cherico: So, the grantee, the Borough, are encouraged to expand their efforts in order to 
maximum opportunities for citizen involvement.  Applicants are encouraged to take other 
reasonable steps to inform citizens, especially those identified in Section A1, which I do believe 
is low to medium 
 
Mr. Colosimo: A 
 
Ms. Cherico: moderate income.  And it goes on to say, it states and again this is quoted other 
informational media that should be considered are 1) radio, television, public service 
announcements; 2) public and private organization bulletins and newsletters; 3) social service 
organizations; 4) public housing bulletin boards; 5) minority organizations; and 6) other 
organizations, institutions, businesses located in or serving low to moderate areas.  Do I need to 
go on? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We reach those folks though, I believe, through our legal notices. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Through this, no, this says public announcement 
 



Mr. Colosimo: Well I’d like to get back to what the purpose of a legal notice is.  I guess this is 
really what should put to rest.  They are used by other entities other than the Borough. 
 
Ms. Cherico:  (unintelligible) document (unintelligible) I brought tonight. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I cannot see that. 
 
Ms. Cherico: And it says I should be here for a second public meeting, the May 18th beginning at 
4:30, so luckily I’m not an employee that I’m working until 5 o’clock.  I wouldn’t have made it.  
At the Borough Office and the purpose of the meeting is to review and discuss proposed 
activities for the 2009 CDBG money. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes. 
 
Ms. Cherico: So, that was the ad that I was supposed to read and have myself out to the 
Borough Office. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well for citizen participation in the application, yes maam. 
 
Ms. Cherico: For that process.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum, yes. 
 
Ms. Sierko: And so these low and, or moderate to low income people who can’t afford to get 
the paper are supposed to see that through osmosis or how are we 
 
Mr. Colosimo: They’re supposed to read it, generally that’s what the ad is for. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Okay, okay. 
 
President Vavrek: Todd, could we get back to these project alternatives that are on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Oh, yes.  And here I’d like to go, basically Ron, if you wouldn’t mind taking 
another, or we can talk about this together if you’d like. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Well he’s getting his papers together, can I ask Mr. Kopko a quick question. 
 
President Vavrek: Go ahead. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Mr. Kopko, sorry if I pronounced your name wrong.   
 
Ms. LaVan: Ron? 
 



Ms. Vinson: Quick question I wanted to ask you, you mentioned South Street and Autumn Leaf 
Festival.  Have you been here during Autumn Leaf Festival? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yea, I’ve lived here for 28 years. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Then you may not have noticed or had forgotten that they take the parking off 
South Street during Autumn Leaf Festival and they move it to Seventh to alleviate the traffic 
problems.  So, to use that as an example the way you were is incorrect, I believe. 
 
Mr. Kopko: It’s not taken off, if I’m remembering right, I don’t believe it’s taken off the entire 
week. 
 
Ms. Vinson: It’s taken off every high traffic days. 
 
Mr. Kopko: On high traffic days, parade day, yea, right. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Right. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Just like Liberty. 
 
Ms. Vinson: And I’m not sure that (unintelligible) changed the sign, the no parking sign in front 
of my house on Seventh Avenue early in the week.  So, really anybody can park on Seventh 
Avenue during the week and they start putting up, yea. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Like Fifth Avenue, Fifth Avenue also allows parking.  I’m going to go ahead and 
continue on with 
 
Unidentified Man (Mr. Vince Elliott): Well she was saying about Autumn Leaf.  I live just up from 
South.  I actually have to rope off my parking area and part of my yard, because the students 
and the people 
 
President Vavrek: Can we come back to this later please 
 
Mr. Elliott: No.  It has to do with the South Street, because they eliminate the parking 
 
President Vavrek: It has to do with Autumn Leaf. 
 
Mr. Elliott: It doesn’t matter.  They eliminate South Street during that time. 
 
Mr. Kopko: We’re going to continue on, we’re going to continue on. 
 
President Vavrek: We’d like to continue on with this and then we can come back to that. 
 
Mr. Elliott: I’m being ignored again.  (Unintelligible) like he said, my opinion don’t matter. 



 
President Vavrek: You’re not following the agenda, and I would like to do that.  Go ahead Ron. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well under Project Alternatives, you see there’s a alternative of no project.    That 
means that that Borough Council would say at some point when we were doing the review on 
this, that we’re not going to develop a project to use CDBG money to fund the project for South 
Street.  Borough Council has discussed that matter, and it was contingent to go forward with 
the project itself.  There were some other things that were considered of repairing the street 
itself.  It was thought that to reconstruct the street was a much better alternative where you 
had just simply patching or replacing what many people call just a skim coat of asphalt over the 
street.  That the street needed more attention than that.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Does it qualify for CDBG funds if you only do the skim coat on the project? 
 
Mr. Kopko: I can’t address that.  I mean Todd may be able to answer that question. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I can address that. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Or Council. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Actually quite a few project elements could be taken off this project and still 
make it qualify.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Like? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Basically, CDBG money can’t be used for maintenance issues.  We couldn’t go 
down South Street and patch potholes with CDBG money.  That’s not allowed.  A repaving of 
South Street, especially from the sub-base up along the length of the contract area would 
qualify on its own. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I remember Nancy saying that, and that’s why I was asking. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s true, 
 
Mr. Colosimo: It’s 
 
Mr. Cherico: that’s what you’re saying.  If you just wanted to just stop the project and just pave 
it, because when we talked to Joanne, President Vavrek, about are you, how are you going to 
pay for this, the only thing, what you told us is the only way you could get money is if it came 
through the CDBG that they’d 
 
President Vavrek: Well because we don’t have money in our budget right to do that. 



 
Mr. Cherico: To do it.  So, then the next question was, that I have, is CDBG, I know in that 
special meeting you had on May 5th, that milling and paving would not paid, but if you went to 
sub-surface or rehab, it would pay for the project. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Well it’s not just a question of not having monies for paving.  The problem is that 
the road is in such disrepair and deteriorated to the point that paving isn’t going to hold up.  If 
we were to just pave 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea, I understand that, that’s what I was just saying.  But if they did have to repair 
the sub-base, then you could still qualify under CDBG? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I’m not sure we’d have to mill the whole way down to the sub-base.  That, that’s, 
when we looked at the goal 
 
Mr. Cherico:  If you didn’t, would it still be paid by CDBG? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea.  I think, well wait a minute, the way we, the way it’s proposed right now, 
going down to the sub-base and that’s it and repaving back the whole street.  That’s not going 
to be considered normal maintenance.  Now normal maintenance, I, gets into kind of I said, 
they said.  They’re opinion versus mine.  I know pothole is normal maintenance and that won’t 
pass.  Beyond that, we need to back and forth with DCED and that’s what generally what we do.  
But I would be confident with this project a complete paving, curb-to-curb, up South Street 
from Fifth to Eighth would qualify.   
 
Mr. Cherico: And that’s what I’m getting to. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: So, we didn’t just go to sub-base on this to qualify the project. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We’re doing this because it’s the right thing to do.  It’s the proper way to build 
the street back up.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea, since the water company is already going down below the sub-base 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um, we would do this even if, we coordinated with the water company.  This 
project would have happened had they chosen not to do that. 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s right.  I agree with you. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We’re not paving because we’re, we could have had them return a street to the 
original condition. 
 



Mr. Cherico: Yea, that’s correct. 
 
Mr. Kopko: And actually to expand on that.  Once we decided there was going to be a potential 
project on South Street, we contacted all the utilities that would be located within the street 
itself.  We contacted the gas company, the water company, and, of course, now again it’s 
Pennsylvania American with the sewer, and let them know that there was a potential for a 
project.  And if they have an opportunity in their budget to do any work, it would be preferred 
that they take that on being that the street will be being repaired and we would hope that it 
wouldn’t need to be cut for at least some period of time after it was repaired.  
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea. 
 
Mr. Kopko:  We did receive back word from Pennsylvania American that they’ve had a line 
there that needed to be replaced for some time.  Anytime they’ve done repairs they’ve had 
some problems.  Of course, they put the money into their budget last const-, for this 
construction season last year.  If we had asked them in January and February, I doubt that they 
would have been able to get an allocation to do that work.  In doing that, they also expanded 
that a little bit because they were going to be doing work, they’ll be doing work again on 
Seventh Avenue and on Fifth Avenue.  So, the community’s going to be benefitting from 
improvements that they’re going to make.  The gas company, we got back word that they were 
going to look at it, but then we never heard that they intended to do any replacement or repair.  
Sewer, again that’s with Pennsylvania American, they’ve done some repairs last construction 
season and they’re looking and still looking at what they might do to make a few of the repairs 
that they’d like to make on South Street at this time. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I have a question for Todd on the CDBG again.  Can you clarify, you know, for 
everybody here, the 2006 money that you have.  If for some reason that we got to a standstill 
and we couldn’t move on on this during this construction season, what would happen to the 
2006 money? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: The 2006 money, as it stands on its own, I believe the lapse date, the 5, let me go 
back to the contract.  CDBG funding, as I said, comes in an annual allocation we access through 
an application.  It has, it comes with a 5-year contract period.  By the conditions of that 
contract, the Borough has 3 years to expend those funds for an eligible and fundable project.  
The remaining 2 years is used for basically monitoring, clean up, closing out the grant.  Sounds 
like a lot of time, but it really isn’t with the paperwork and everything.  But that takes care of, it 
gives the State time, it gives us time to take care of any issues with closing out the contract.  
Closing a contract is actually or more important than opening one.  In practice, the Borough and 
many, many other grantees throughout the State have been allowed to utilize the full 5 years 
for expenditure.  It’s not a contract condition.  We, we technically are not allowed to do that.  
We’re often given permission to do that.  What they will not back off on is the 5 year limit.  I do 
not, I have never heard of a CDBG contract, and especially an entitlement, which is what we, 
our annual allocation being extended beyond the 5 years.  That’s not done.  They will not 



entertain that notion from us.  So, we, to get back to the 2006 grant, Fred, the time frame for 
that, I believe, is June 11, 2011, or, yes, 2011. 
 
Ms. Freenock: No, I thought it was August 3rd, isn’t it?  (Unintelligible) 
 
Mr. Cherico: September 30th, September 30th.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: No. 
 
Ms. Freenock: It goes by the date of the contract. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yep, I got it verified it was for this 2006 money it would be September 30th, from 
John Totler. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Ugh, that’s 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s when 
 
Mr. Colosimo: not what our contract says Fred.  Going by our contract, it does end in the 
summer.  I know that. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Let me ask you one other question, on that 2006 money, because that was a big 
concern with a lot of different members of Council that they were afraid that they were going 
to lose that in the construction season, or whatever.  Beverly Hutzel, she’s with the DCED, and 
she certifies the project, right? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, she’s our grant manager. 
 
Mr. Cherico: She’s your grant manager. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: She’s the direct liaison with the Department of Community and Economic 
Development. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay, and you talked to her and I also talked to her.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: And I said I was really concerned because I said that’s, I don’t want to be in this if 
I’m going to lose any money for this Borough, you know. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 



Mr. Cherico: I’m behind it 100% with these people here.  But 2006 money, she says that you can 
attach it to a contract, to the most current contract, 2009, if you wanted to.  Can you expand on 
that? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, what that means, when I said before by itself that money will expire in 
summer.  And those dates are available for public review, I don’t have them, I’m sorry.  What 
we go by, when we’re issued a contract we have a beginning and an ending date.  If the date, if 
the beginning date is August, let me think about, June 30th.  If the contract begins on July 1st, 5 
years later the contract ends on June 29th.  That’s always how it works.  The variability in this, in 
those contract dates, the reason they’re not all the same, Fred, September 30th, in our, in every 
grantee’s case, is that DCED takes, has several 100 of these contracts to process a year.  When 
we get ours in, who knows, as they review them, they send them onto contr-, review the 
application, they are sent onto contract and we get them.  They assign the dates at that time.  
Most grantees are not going to have the same start and ending date for their contract.  The 
years are going to be the same, start this year end in 5 years.  That part’s the same.  A few may, 
with my experience having worked with about 8-9 grantees over the years, the contract dates 
are always slightly different over a span of several months.  Last year we had a hold up.  A lot of 
hold ups due to the stimulus money, there were some, a lot of different programs flowing 
through the Department of Economic Development, CDBG kind of got way-laid, a little bit 
delayed.  So, you’ll find the 2009 contract, I believe, started in September this year 
 
Mr. Cherico: 2009 (unintelligible) 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, our obligation date, for example, for the stimulus funds was like September 
23rd, something like that.  But what, to get back to your point.  What we can do, and this is a 
process that DCED allows and encourages, is we’re closing in on those 5 years.  We could take 
our oldest money, in this case actually 2006 is the oldest open year we have.  We closed 2005 
out.  We can take that funding do a modification or revision, take a project that’s ready to go 
now, use that funding.  Use the newer funding for the older project as it rotates up.  So, 
essentially what you’re doing is your saving that money using, doing a current project, taking 
the newer money, assigning it to an older project that can’t get underway.  That, that, in other 
words, we’re trading money.  We’re using the newer money for the older project, which was 
originally attached to the older money because the older money is going out.  We take the 
older money and apply it to something now so we can use it before it lapses.  It’s a technique, 
it’s legal, like you said it’s used  
 
Mr. Cherico: Right. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: actually quite often.  (Tape ended at this point.)  What it does is allows us to use 
money before it lapses.   
 
Mr. Cherico: The main thing I’m just, I just want everybody to know that we’re not going to, 
we’re not under, we’re not going to lose the money for 2010.  The threat of losing the money of 
2010.  Is that going to happen? 



 
Mr. Colosimo: No, we, actually not received it yet. 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s right.  So, that, I just want to make sure that we can work together.  And in 
this construction season, if it doesn’t pan out, you know, the way that you had hoped it, pans 
out, and you use citizen participation and maybe things change, we have time for the engineer, 
Mr. Kopko to make changes to the plan.  You know, we have time if the construction season 
runs out, we still have time, we’re not going to lose the money and we can start this process 
again next year.  So, the bottom line is 
 
Mr. Colosimo: One (unintelligible) though Fred, 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: we need, we need to use that 2006 money.  We’d need a project to assign that 
to.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: And we, and I’m not trying to be the fly in the ointment, but that project doesn’t 
exist right now. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: Right now.  I’m saying right at this moment I can’t pull it out 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea, that’s right. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: So, I will agree the clock, we have a little over a year on the  
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s right, that’s my main point. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  That is correct. 
 
Mr. Cherico: And that’s what I just wanted to make sure that everybody understands that so 
we’re not under this time delay.  That we have to act on this right now, today, and that’s my 
main point.  You know, because I think that some of that misinformation, there’s 
misinformation from both sides because we never got informed together.  This is the first time 
that we’ve ever got to share your information as opposed to you getting to hear ours.  And 
then, and this is what’s going to develop out of it.  You know, so that, that would give us time to 
develop some plans that we think that will be beneficial to this, overall scope of this work that 
you guys are proposing. 
 



Mr. Colosimo: We have heard about one of the, I think one of the big issues here is public 
participation.  I cannot speak for Council, I won’t, but I envision changes there. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Well we read your stuff that you do for Grove City, in the Grove City project that 
you’re doing.  You walked door-to-door to 15 different homes. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I’d like to address that.  That, you are right.  I, with a co-worker, we visited most 
of the homes.  The purpose of that visit, and the only time I visited, was to conduct an income 
survey.  I did go door-to-door, that is true.  It was not to explain the project, it was not to give 
construction details, we didn’t have them, of course, I was still in qualifying the project.  By 
that, this is what I mean by qualifying a project.  You have heard me say when we turn a project 
into the State, it has to be fundable and it has to be eligible.  One moment maam and this is 
very important to this discussion.  By eligible, I mean, that, eligibility is class of project.  Okay?  
Street improvements is a class of eligible project.  Public recreation is an eligible project.  There 
are economic development, there are a number, a huge list of community development 
activities that are construed as, or known as eligible projects.  In fact, the list is almost endless 
of what you can do with this money.  Okay, that’s the eligibility part.  What’s not eligible, 
placing a private swimming pool in somebody’s back yard with CD, (someone laughing) no, it 
sounds funny but even in grantees, even municipalities can get into activities that aren’t 
eligible.  We mentioned maintenance.  Here’s something I wish they’d changed.  I wish they 
would allow grantees that have a LMI rate of 51% or greater to purchase (unintelligible).  I’ve 
always been a proponent of that.  Dump trucks, equipment, one moment sir, that’s currently 
not eligible.  Any conduct of general government, can’t do it.  So, there are things that a 
borough could get into, or a grantee could get into that would not be eligible.   But there is a 
whole range of things that are.   
 
Second part of this though, and this is the (unintelligible), the project also has to be fundable.  
We meet the eligibility, that’s generally easy.  Fundability is where it gets tough.  For a CDBG 
project to be eligible, it has to meet one of three national objectives.  That has to be a benefit 
to low to moderate persons or households; it has to be based on removal or mitigation of slum 
and blight conditions; and urgent needs.  Urgent need is almost never met in this State.  I don’t 
know if a project ever qualified under that.  You have slum and blight and LMI.  Most CDBG 
projects for most grantees meet an LMI benefit test.  And there are numerous ways to meet 
that criteria.  The Borough as, I’m going to take your question, go ahead. 
 
Unidentified Lady (Ms. Thizbea Troese):  Well I had a question about LMI, may I, is that okay, 
are we in that; and this is just now what you’re just now talking about is the low to moderate 
income.  And this was how you determined, right, for the project to classify other than public 
participation, which is very prominent thing, anyways.  The LMI, you said you went to houses in 
some other projects. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 



Ms.  Troese: Nobody’s (unintelligible) door, so what I want to ask you and the Borough, is how 
did they determine this percentage and last week when we were here Freenock, sorry Nancy, 
Nancy Freenock said, the Borough Manager, said that the college was included, I don’t know if 
we nailed her down on that.  And that obviously would be an outer layer, but my concern is 
how are you getting, specifically now, I want answers how are 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Okay. 
 
Ms. Troese: we specifically getting these numbers to qualify for LMI? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Okay. 
 
Ms. Troese: And how did we go about doing it, and I want to see numbers, I want to see quotes 
here.  
 
Ms. Freenock: At www.census.gov.  We had nothing to do with HUD coming up with 
 
Ms. Troese: Okay. 
 
Ms. Freenock: the census numbers.  HUD came up with them. 
 
Ms. Troese: Okay, the LMI numbers? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: What I was going back to about how the project is qualified, we used an LMI test 
here to 
 
Ms. Troese: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: qualify at South Street. 
 
Ms. Troese: Uh huh. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: What, one of the ways of qualifying, this is getting back Fred again to your, to 
what you had asked about going to house-to-house. 
 
Ms. Troese: So, is or is not the college included in this LMI? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I’ll get to that.  Grove City is a Borough, total.  It was never assigned an LMI rate, 
Borough-wide LMI rate by HUD. 
 
Ms. Troese: Okay, can we talk about our project. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No, but wait, I’m trying to explain Fred, what I did there Fred.  They have an LMI 
rate of below 51%, first of all. 
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Ms. Troese: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Second of all, the stre-, the project in question is West Washington Boulevard 
Revitalization.  Similar in some ways to South Street, one it’s on a larger scale and a smaller 
scale.  Smaller in the West Washington Project was about half the lineal size, less than half. 
 
Ms. Troese: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: It was a side street, okay, this is very important to my upcoming discussion, it 
was a side street off the main drag, it benefited approximately 13 homes.  I’d have to check the 
figures, it was right in around there, Fred.  I believe 18 persons, 13 homes.  We could not make 
a case that that West Washington Boulevard benefitted the entire Borough of Grove City.  It 
was a local benefit.  So, that takes the borough LMI rate out of play whether they had 100% LMI 
rate, we couldn’t have used it for that project.  What I did was conduct an income survey of, we 
accounted for every resident in the service area of the project.   
 
Ms. Troese: On that street? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: On that street. 
 
Ms. Troese: Now are we going from the college, because last week they said the college was 
included. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well, no, I’ll get to that maam.   
 
Mr. Glover: Grove City. 
 
Ms. Troese: Oh, we’re still talking about 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We’re still talking about Grove, yea, I’m still talking about Grove City. 
 
Ms. Troese: Really I was just talking about South Street, really I (unintelligible) South Street 
(unintelligible). 
 
Mr. Colosimo: So, that’s what, to get back to Fred, that’s what we did there Fred.  
 
Mr. Cherico: (Unintelligible). 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, so, it was not a construction notification, project notification; in fact we 
have to be very careful not to lead the people we’re surveying.  We’re not allowed to do that, 
or everybody would say they’re LMI, you know, just to get a project through.  We have to be 
honest.  That was my reason for my site visits there.  Now going to South Street.  When we 
looked at qualifying South Street, right away we realized that this a Borough-wide 



(unintelligible).  Okay, so we said that.  I said that.  I told DCED ‘I believe this is a benefit to the 
entire Borough’.  Okay, HUD has assigned; there’s two ways to get your LMI figures and only 
two ways.  HUD either gives you the number in the service area broke down by municipality by 
census tract and/or block grant.  So, HUD provides those numbers for those entities and those 
entities only.  HUD does not provide LMI numbers for street level projects.  Getting back to 
South Street, I maintain, and to this day and I still do, that the South Street Project as proposed 
in its entirety benefits the entire Borough of Clarion.  Okay, that’s my assertion.  That was 
agreed to by the State that our project would benefit all the residents of Clarion.  That was 
agreed to by the State.  That established the eligibility, or not the eligibility the fundability.  
Because when the State agreed with us that the benefit was Borough-wide, they immediately 
looked at the HUD issued number for low moderate income rate.  The Borough of Clarion has a 
currently issued low moderate income rate of 57.7%.  The threshold is 51%, i.e. for a project to 
qualify under LMI, 51% of the project area beneficiary have to be of low or moderate income.   
 
Mr. Bill Miller: Or more, 51 or more. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: 51% or more.  Again we have a 57.7%.  Now if a municipality, say that number 
was 49% for the Borough. 
 
Ms. Troese: Right. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We would have the option, we would have the option of income surveying 
through proper sampling, through proper method the entire Borough.  I’m not sure what the 
sample would come out to.  It would be less than 400 people we would have to talk to, we 
would have to interview with an official form to determine the LMI rate. There’s a calcul-, set of 
calculations that we use for the results.  However, since we already had the 57.7% assigned to 
us by HUD, this number came out in June of 2003.  It was issued to all grantees, all 
municipalities that are involved in this program across the State.  Okay, all communities 
whether they’re entitlement communities or not, there’s only one entitlement community 
actually in Clarion, the Borough and then the County.  There are only two entities in the County 
that receive this money.  However, everyone has an LMI rate.  Had that LMI rate been 49% or 
less or 50%, we could argue with HUD by doing our own income survey.  We didn’t have to go 
through that. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Now had it been a local benefit, had HUD come back, no, I’m sorry, had DCED 
come back and said ‘no, we don’t agree with you; this is a local benefit project; you know, let’s 
talk about the benefit, beneficiaries’.  Once we agreed who the beneficiaries were at that point, 
if they brought it down to the local level, we would have had to do an income survey, Fred, like 
we did in Grove City.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Now 
 



Mr. Colosimo: That number, one more point, that HUD number is based on a number of things, 
which I will admit their calculations I am not in full command of.  I have heard, I can’t prove it, I 
have heard that they take college students into account 
 
Ms. Troese: Uh huh. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: when they assign a number to community.  However, as a Borough, were we to 
do our own income survey, we have the option of not surveying inc-, of not surveying students.  
This is the current methodology.  If we choose to incl-, to survey students, we have to include 
the income of their family.  Okay?  Income surveys are based on two things; the annual income 
of the family and the number of persons in that family.  Now whether or not that’s an LMI 
family, those rates are published like that each year, the limit.   Other words, a family of two in 
Clarion, I’m just going to try out a number, this is in our 3-year plan by the way, this chart, it 
might be $28,000. 
 
Mr. Cherico: You explained yourself well on that. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay.  Now let me,  
 
Mr. Colosimo: I’m sorry for going on. 
 
Mr. Cherico:  let me do one more question here (unintelligible) say here. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Maam, one thing, 
  
President Vavrek: Excuse me, one more question, 
 
Mr. Colosimo: maam, did I answer your question? 
 
President Vavrek: Todd, could we, we have a full agenda yet.  Could we just answer a few more 
questions and then Ron you were going to go over the alternatives. 
 
Mr. Cherico: You  and me talked to the same person, the grant, 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: the grantee? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well the Borough is the grantee. 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, no, okay, the grantor? 
 



Mr. Colosimo: The grantor would be 
 
Mr. Cherico: We talked to Beverly Hutzel 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, she’s the grant manager. 
 
Mr. Cherico: from DCED.  Now the Borough Manager Nancy, she showed a map, and I think this 
what Thizbea’s talking about right here that, she showed the whole map and it had nice little 
colors of the Borough.  And, you know, we’re talking about, you know, the HUD estimate, the 
low to moderate income (unintelligible) municipality, and you’re correct June 17, 2003 
 
Mr. Colosimo: That’s what I thought. 
 
Mr. Cherico: and that’s exactly right, you hit it right on the nose.  The picture that she was 
showing, the question that was brought out of the audience was does it encompass the college.  
And she said ‘yes it does’.  This does not.  This,  
 
Mr. Colosimo: I beg to  
 
Mr. Cherico: wait a second, when you, when I talked to Beverly and she talked about the 
parking.  The parking that was submitted by your application was parking for people that park 
on South Street to go to Main Street to shop.  It was not parking for the students.  If the 
students were the majority, (unintelligible) if the students were the majority of that parking 
from Seventh Avenue to Eighth Avenue, then this LMI municipality ratio would not be used, it 
would have to encompass the college.  And that’s what Beverly told me, when we first got into 
this thing here. 
 
Mr. Colosimo:  When you first got into it. 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, no when I first got into it,  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Okay. 
 
Mr. Cherico: because I never pressed that point. I’m just telling you that’s what the fact that she 
told me that if that parking in the application, I mean, from what, and I have a letter, you know, 
from Nancy when I first went out to the meeting out there and her intent is for, you know, the 
parking, you know, for the, you know, South Street has become a by-pass of sorts for 
individuals traveling east in the morning towards the university and west evenings away from 
the college.  You know, and as we had our discussion with the first people that were out there 
at your office, it was all talked about student parking.  Where are the daytime students going to 
park.  You know, where we going to go with that.  And that was the intent.  Well this whole LMI 
ratio here, it got changed after, you know, something changed, I mean it’s university.  If you 
look at the parking, I mean any one of us that own property up and down along South Street, 
can verify to you guys that who is it; is it the university students parking there? 



 
Members of the Audience: Yea, yea, yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Is it the people shopping up on Main Street. 
 
Members of the Audience: No, no, not. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I understand, I think I understand what you’re  
 
Ms. Freenock: It’s public parking that’s open to anyone to use at anytime.  And the other thing 
is, this is a minor component of the project.  It is not the major 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes. 
 
Ms. Freenock: part (unintelligible). 
 
Mr. Cherico: But, but that’s one of the issues that we have on this side over here.  You know, 
and that’s just what I wanted to do.  Because if they would have brought the university into the 
LMI ratio, what would that have done?  That would be my question to you? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well it doesn’t change, no, it won’t change Fred.  Honestly, it’s not going to 
change the Borough’s LMI.  These are  
 
Mr. Cherico: No, no, it would definitely 
 
Mr. Colosimo: These are public parking spots not permitted to college students. 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, what Beverly explained to me was it would change the LMI 
 
Mr. Colosimo: It would, no, it couldn’t. 
 
Mr. Cherico: below the 50%. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No, it wouldn’t. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay. I mean I 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We can’t say, we can’t take HUD’s LMI rate and say it doesn’t apply to the 
Borough.  That’s a Borough-wide LMI rate.  
 
Mr. Cherico: No, no 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I don’t mean to argue with you.  I’m sorry. 
 



Mr. Cherico: I agree with you 100% on that. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: But this LMI that you’re talking about is a Borough-wide LMI.  But what I’m 
referring to is if the project, and if we show that, to DCED, Beverly Hutzel, that all the people 
here verify, you know, with affidavits as to who’s actually parking there and take those people 
as they park there and where are they going.  If they go to the university, then the university 
should be included in the LMI, but it won’t be this LMI by census.  It’s called an LMI by 
something else, that I don’t know. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: But we have also discussed the project with the State.  We made our case.  And 
they have agreed with us Fred.  I’m sorry I don’t mean to argue.  These are public parking 
spaces.  Please understand this.  Public.  They are not permitted to the students per say.  If I 
was a student and wanted to walk, I could park on the other side of the street, again I’m not 
arguing, we don’t provide parking for college students per say.  These are public spots.  If, Fred, 
if I beat a college student to one of those spots tomorrow morning, there’s nothing he can do 
about it. 
 
President Vavrek: Jennifer, go ahead. 
 
Ms. Vinson: I don’t think anybody’s arguing that they are, you know, that it’s parking specifically 
for the students.  Nobody’s saying that, what we’re saying is they are primarily used by the 
students.  There’s a difference.  We’re not saying ‘no the only people allowed to park there are 
students’.  No, it’s not that.  So, don’t, I mean, just understand 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 
Ms. Vinson: that’s what we’re saying. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, but we, I, we don’t make a distinction between the rights of a student, 
especially a resident student.   
 
Ms. Vinson: Yea. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: And someone who’s living there.  I believe, residents are residents.  They may 
not be permanent, but they are residents, to try to assign different rights to them.  Now, Fred 
you are correct, if we had to account for the students in a local, which if we did a locally 
benefited project on South Street, the student residents there, we would have to count them.  
You know, any resident.  And, if we choose to count them, which we have the option of leaving 
college students out by the way of an income survey, if we choose to include them, we’d have 
to take into account their family income.  HUD does it slightly different as far as I know.  They 
will account for college students in their LMI estimate as one component of how they estimate 
that. 



 
President Vavrek: Okay, one more question. 
 
Ms. Vinson: One quick, I’m sorry 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, and then we need to get back on our agenda. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Real quick. 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, go ahead. 
 
Ms. Vinson: When you do your LMI, when you do that in Grove City and I’m going somewhere 
with this 
 
President Vavrek: I know. 
 
Ms. Vinson: and you went door-to-door, and you knocked on the door and you wanted to know 
what people’s income was, how did you explain that you were there?  I know you said you 
could not sway the project, but what did you say? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We usually have a letter, we prepare a letter saying that we’re about to conduct 
a community development project on your street and we need to gauge, we need to establish 
the eligibility, the fundability. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Well no, that, that’s fine.  So, that’s at least letting them know that there’s a 
potential Borough project on their street. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, you know, that project started last week, by the way.  I did that income 
survey, it was awhile ago. 
 
President Vavrek: There’s a young man back there that’s had his hand up for a long time. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I’m sorry. 
 
Mr. Anthony Stewart: I’m an environmental studies major at the University of Pittsburgh.  
Concerning the landscaping design, which is clearly central to the project, who would be 
required to maintain that landscaping?  Would it be landowners or renters or the Borough? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I believe it’d be, who’s taking care of it now? 
 
Ms. Vinson: We are. 
 
President Vavrek: The landowners. 
 



Mr. Cherico: The citizens. 
 
President Vavrek: The citizens, yes.  Landowners. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I mean within reason, I imagine, I mean if there’s major work to be done. 
 
Audience: No, no.  We  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Oh, okay.  I stand corrected.  That’s common actually, boroughs especially assign 
that to their, the property owners. 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, Todd, we need to get back to project alternatives 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Let’s get back on the agenda, folks. 
 
Mr. Stewart: I guess the only thing I wanted to say, the only reason I said that is because if the 
Borough was going to take over, how this area looked and possibly try to make it more user 
friendly, then maybe they should burden some of that responsibility and also some of the blight 
and the overgrowth of the maple trees that was indicated earlier could also be a lack of 
Borough oversight. 
 
Ms. Freenock: It’s common throughout the Commonwealth how right-of-way areas are dealt 
with.  But I will even tell you this that when Clarion laid out South Street it was, is 60’ wide.  So, 
we’re actually not even in our right-of-way area.  We are in our street area where we are going 
to be working.  That’s just how things are done in the Commonwealth.  I can’t tell you why.  It 
would take a legislative change for that to occur.  And yes, possibility it’s a shifting of the 
burden and I do understand that a number of people here feel that they are their trees, you’ve 
maintained those trees, and I understand that.  But you still need to understand that, if you 
want to consider that personal property it’s in the Borough’s right-of-way and the Borough 
does have the right and the obligation in some instances to tell you the trees need to be 
trimmed back.  Some of you may have gotten brush letters where you need to trim your 
branches back.  Or if you’re interfering with power lines, sometimes the power company will do 
that.  You know, I can’t tell you why it’s that way except that’s how it developed in the 
Commonwealth.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: Can we please move on, we have a long ways to go. 
 
President Vavrek: Yea, we need to get back on to this agenda.  Ron, would you please, and then 
you can ask more questions  
 
Mr. Kopko: As far as where we’re at on the agenda, we’re on C3, which is to 
 
Mr. Bender: Excuse me, speak up. 
 



Ms. Vinson: I can’t hear you back here. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well if everybody in the room is quiet, I’m sure people that are back would be able 
to hear.  C3, if you want to refer to the agenda item, it’s to conduct street and access 
improvements without constructing parking inlets.  We looked at that, yea, there is a seat right 
here Bud, if you’d like Bud. 
 
Mr. Bender: Just speak up.  Where are you at, which  
 
Mr. Kopko: C3. 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay, 3, okay, go ahead I’m sorry. 
 
Mr. Kopko: In meeting with the Borough Public Works Department Committee, Public Works 
Director, Police Chief, and Borough Manager in a meeting, being that the street now has 
parking as part of the street in all of these areas, we were, I guess, charged with the fact that 
they want to maintain that parking there; because if you remove the parking from those areas, 
then those cars will migrate to other areas within the Borough.  And there is a need, and it’s 
been there, and if you’ve observed, you’ll see the street is parked with cars quite a bit during 
the day. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Can I make one comment to that?  I actually went to all the doors.  You know, and 
the landowners, you know, on Fifth Avenue to Eighth Avenue, and I’ll tell you what everybody 
that I talked to whether they were residential, landlords, or business owners have taken care 
of, at least 90% have taken care of and put parking lots in the back of their properties.  And, you 
know, it’s just, and all we’re saying is with this right here, you know, that this is going to put the 
burden on these other streets, where’s the burden going to be if we already are working with 
those three entities that own the properties along those streets and they’re taking care of, they 
have off-street parking.  Where’s the burden going to be? 
 
Ms. Vinson: If I can ask right now, because of the work that is being done along that street right 
now, there is no parking on that street right now.  Has anybody seen where they’re parking?  
Because we’re in the height of college, the students are still in session, so if we’re worried 
about where that overflow of cars are going that are not there this week or last week because 
of the American Water construction, where has the (unintelligible) ended up? 
 
Mr. Kopko: They’ve parked somewhere else because we were there, while we were there on 
the street, we saw many people today, this morning turn around  
 
Ms. Vinson: But where, you’re saying 
 
Mr. Kopko: and  
 



Ms. Vinson: by not having the parking, you’re going to create all these places.  Right now we 
don’t have the parking 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s what we want to know. 
 
Ms. Vinson: so  
 
Mayor Estadt: Well I, I have one.  I, I live in between Sixth and Seventh, I’m right at the alley of 
Ditz Place and that is a concern of mine.  But it’s opposite.  My husband and I have a small 
driveway with our garage, and thanks to Rose, she allows us to park our car over in her 
driveway.  If we lose the parking, where, where’s my babysitter going to park, or where is my, I 
mean where would we put those cars, because as it stands now, there wouldn’t be a parking 
space for her, if you got rid of parking.  That’s just a question that I have. 
 
Ms. Vinson: But where’s she been parking for the last couple of weeks Andrea, I guess is my 
question, you know? 
 
Mayor Estadt: They park across the street to the right down towards where the woman who’s 
now just been put in a home along with the group home in front, they use a lot of that parking 
there because they have women going in to care for those individuals.  And then they usually 
park to the right, which is in between the gentlemen who has the apartments and your 
apartment building, is that yours on the corner there?  Nancy Chadwick used to own it, it’s the 
one on Seventh and 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, that’s 
 
Mayor Estadt: Tim Scott.  That’s where they normally park.  So, if that parking  
 
Mr. Bender: Could your babysitter walk 2 blocks?  I mean come on. 
 
Mayor Estadt: That’s a good question, but my mother’s almost 70 years old and I mean we can 
take it that far if you want to. 
 
Mr. Bender:  Yea, that’s fine. 
 
Mayor Estadt: She has a pacemaker.  If we want to go any farther, we can.  But I’m just looking 
at it generally.  If we wanted to have friends over, where would they park?  I mean I’m just, I’m 
just putting it out there.  Because, you know, where would they park? 
 
Unidentified Man: Tim Scott’s. 
 
Mayor Estadt: If Tim Scott has the, would he, how would he be able to maintain that to make 
certain that his students would have parking? 
 



Mr. Cherico: I talked to his wife today and, on behalf of her, they have all the parking and more 
for that street.  If they want to park in their parking lot, people can park in their parking lot.  
They have almost 20 spots in their parking lot to take cars off the street and put them there.  
 
Mayor Estadt: Well I always thought it was trespassing. 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, it’s right across the street from you. 
 
Mayor Estadt: So, I didn’t want to do that. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Your mother could park right there and just walk right across the street and you 
could have friends that could park there. 
 
Mayor Estadt: But still. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I’m just telling you. 
 
Mayor Estadt:  Well I just felt that I  
 
President Vavrek: Can we move on now on this? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Item C4, we covered that a little bit in the presentation earlier.  And, of course, the 
reason that that alternative wasn’t chosen was because it was a little more expensive.  It 
involved more changes to the street itself and it widened the street.  Number 5, on both sides, 
that one we also discussed.  That was Number 3.  And that one became very expensive because 
of utilities and also storm drainage changes.  Both things right now, we tried to keep, there are 
some things that get very expensive when you start doing them.  And that’s moving or 
relocating utilities and relocating storm drainage or making changes in them.  We’re able to 
work within, pretty much, the area we have now without making significant changes to either 
one of those items.  Go ahead Sal. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Mr. Kopko, I like talking about the money part of it.  The concern over what the 
cost is going to be on this, again, once again, how about the fact that when you take 8’ off the 
front of someone’s yard and put a parking, inlet parking spot in there, what’s it going to do to 
the property values there.  It’s a valid question.  There are two people on my block that are 
owner/occupants; the rest of them probably don’t care.  The rest of them are the part-time 
tenants, we’ll call them college students for the time being, that will need parking that do park 
there.  As far as your scientific study that there’s a lot of cars there a good part of the day, what 
you said, Jason you drove by today, how many cars were parked on my block? 
 
Mr. Noto: I didn’t notice the number of cars, I was looking at you. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: There were 4, 4 on my block today from, that was at Noon.  There was 5, at the 
end of the day, there were 4.  There’s, according to your chart, there’s 8 spots there.  The 



argument about money is, in my opinion, invalid for a project of this size.  You do what 
beautifies the neighborhood.  You take 8’ off of Mrs. Denio’s property, mine, the ones next 
door don’t even have grass property because it’s all (unintelligible) parking as it is.  If I wanted 
to cut into my front yard to put a parking spot for me to pull up in the front and take that grass 
out, Mr. Ragon would be out there right away letting me know I can’t do.  Then if I applied for a 
permit to do it, everybody in this room would be getting a letter saying ‘Sal Mazzocchi wants a 
Variance to put a parking space out in front of my house’.  That’s the problem that I see when 
you’re going on one side.  That destroys my property value. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well in your half block Sal, we did look at going on the other side of the street.   
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Kopko: And if you noticed, there’s an embankment on that side of the street, and, of 
course, a raised sidewalk.  And there’s also, I think, 2 or 3 sets of stairs on that side of the 
street.  We did look at that.  And, of course, now when you start excavating, now you have a 
drop off along the sidewalk.  And you talk about aesthetics, I don’t know that anybody in the 
Borough would want to see a sidewalk there with a handrail 42” high along that length, 
somewhat like you have at the college at Carlson Library.  Because that’s what would be 
required.  If you would 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Still going to be setback 9’, there’s 13’ in front of the sidewalk to the curb 
 
Mr. Kopko: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: You take 4, that leaves 9, you’re not going to need a handrail at 9’.  They do it in 
Distant. 
 
Mr. Kopko: But that’s only if you’re talking about 4’.  If you want to remove, if you want to 
move the parking,  
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Kopko: off of the street and maintain the two travel lanes, then you’re talking 7-8’. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Oh, I see what you’re saying.  To create the inlet? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Right. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: It would probably mean abandoning the inlet, the inlet looks great with two 
bike trails along either side of it; but as far as anything other than that, it might not look so 
great.  It wouldn’t be necessary, because of the geography.  Go back to just moving it a couple 
feet.  I think that’s one of your options here. 
 



Mr. Kopko: Sure, well.  And again we’re working out of the direction of Borough Council. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Kopko: We presented them with alternatives.  I believe they voted on it at two separate 
meetings.  I don’t know that there was, and, of course, I understand that people are saying they 
weren’t notified, but I do know that it was on the front page of the Clarion News, on the front 
page of The Derrick, and it was also on the front page of the Tri-County paper coming out of 
DuBois.  So, it was headline news that this project was going to be undertaken.  I’m just, you 
know, referring that that there’s 
 
Mr. Troese: You mentioned in your slide presentation, I think this is important because it’s the 
premise of your, the whole plan, is one of the goals is to maintain parking. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yep.   
 
Mr. Troese: And where did that, where 
 
Mr. Kopko: That was a charge from Borough Council. 
 
Mr. Troese: Clarion Borough Council or 
 
Unidentified Lady: From some members of the Council? 
 
Mr. Troese: I mean that was one of the goals that you had to construct, 
 
Mr. Kopko: Correct. 
 
Mr. Troese: one of the constraints of your project. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Correct.  Yea, we were working under 
 
Mr. Troese: And I just wondered where that came from. 
 
Mr. Kopko: their direction.  And that was part of the project premise from the start. 
 
Mr. Troese: Right. 
 
Mr. William Miller: Ron, could I comment a second on this? 
 
Mr. Kopko: I’d like to  
 
Mr. Miller: You know, I, when I heard about this, we got the back minutes, and, you know, how 
much I respect you from our work on the sewer authority and all that stuff.  And, you know, 



your reputation is great, and I read when this was discussed, your first recommendation, it’s 
right in the minutes and I’m sure Linda has it correct, your first recommendation was to take 
the parking off the street.  It’s right in the minutes.  And somebody here, I don’t know who it 
was, because I didn’t get the name said ‘oh, no, no we can’t do that’.  But yet, you were the 
engineer, you are the paid person that they are coming to you for advice.  I’m not sure, but I  
don’t think anybody on Council is an engineer with your expertise and your background and the 
first recommendation that you made was the one that many of us have been talking about the 
whole time.  Now we’re 
 
Mr. Kopko: I think there’s, Mr. Zerfoss was talking about that. 
 
Mr. Miller: No, it was you.  It was you, it was your recommendation in the minutes.  I have the 
minutes.  And I was, I said ‘yes, good idea’.  I just, that bothers me that, that your opinion as an 
engineer, you know, they ‘sorry, sorry we don’t like your opinion, we want to do this’.  That’s 
just 
 
Mr. Sid Miles: Ron, could I make a few comments. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Um. 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, just a couple minutes, we have so much more to  
 
Mr. Miles: I’ve got a little more input than anybody else could have on the project.  I’ve lived on 
South Street since 1974.  I currently don’t live there right now, but I have an office, my mail, my 
resi-, my sons live on the street, my grandson lives on the street, my daughter-in-law lives on 
the street.  And, you know, I’ve also, if the contract were to go to construction, I’d be the 
construction manager.  I’m also the construction manager out in Grove City doing a project out 
there.  So, I see how that project goes, and I see where we came along with that project, and 
how the people have accepted that, and now how they understand the project, see what it is, 
and everything has stopped.  There’s no squabbles out there now.  We show up in the 
mornings, you know, the homeowners have donuts for us asking us to take more of the trees 
down, do more of the handicap, you know, sidewalks, make them more accessible.  It’s exact 
opposite.  The last thing in the world I want to do is work with your people on the street.  I’m 
the one that you would see every day, I would be the construction manager, I would have to 
take all the grief.  Now the history of this street here, I pushed for this street to be widened in 
the early 70’s.  Orville Gesin, the Cherico’s grandfather, and I used to come up with little 
designs and try to figure out how we can have parking, more parking on the street.  That’s 
when it was a residential neighborhood more than it is now.  So, nothing could be done.  So, 
now we have a chance to get it done.  And here’s the benefits you had out of it, this water line 
would not have been replaced.  We have a 4” water line that’s corroded inside, and if there 
would ever be a fire on the street, there’s no way water supply could ever take care of any, in 
any house, you know, to support anything.  Because of the project being done, the water 
company’s spending $560,000.  They’re putting a 12” main in, and they’re getting real a hold of 
that services.  Do you realize, everyone of you have been drinking out of a lead water service?  



Those are all being taken care of.  There’s no way, that this water line would ever have been 
updated at all if the Borough wouldn’t have take responsible to go ahead and do some 
improvements on the street.  This is a main thoroughfare going back and forth.  How many 
garbage truck drivers do I have here?  How many school bus drivers do I have here?  How many 
snow plow drivers do I have here?   
 
President Vavrek: Fire trucks? 
 
Mr. Miles: Fire trucks?  Did you ever try to go up and down that street in any of those vehicles?  
We only have 24’ of cart way, you take the curb, we’re down to 22’.  A truck today is 8’6”, you 
put the mirrors out on it, you have no way, you cannot get a garbage truck, you cannot get 
anything down the street.  You have a street that’s so obvious that it was designed 100 years 
ago.  The hitching post is for the horses are not the curb line. The hitching posts are back in the 
sidewalks.  That tells you a 100 years ago that those people who had horse and buggy thought 
this street was too narrow.  They parked the horses in the yards up on the side, it was too 
narrow a street.  You know, so I feel the project would be a big benefit to town.  I don’t think 
you realize, you don’t understand the scope of how the parking and having the handicap.  The 
most important thing is that the handicap accessibility is going to be done.  If the Borough 
doesn’t do this parking, this street is the worse street I’ve ever seen for handicap barriers.  
Every intersections going to be done.  If they’re not, all it takes is one person to come in a 
wheelchair on Fifth Avenue, they have to make one call to Voices for Independence or Citizens 
for Independence, get a court injunction, it goes almost automatically through, and everybody’s 
going to have to pay to get their handicaps on every corner that you own and every corner of 
every alley.  If you look at the steps and look, you know, what you have for handicap person to 
go through, this project takes care of all that.  So the smallest thing out of the project is the 
paving, I mean for the parking lots.  It’s the smallest part of the job.  You’re taking care of a 
bunch of trees that are a disaster.  You know, we had some on the job I’m out there now, we 
had 40 some trees.  Well after we got them in there, started taking them down, now we’re 
going back farther on all the property lines.  Everybody’s taking the trees back.  You talk about 
what’s going to be, you talk about you’re going to lose value, after you do these projects, those 
houses value per lot on that street will go up $15,000 a lot.  Why are they going to go up in 
value?  They have parking accessibility for them, before it was just gravel places.  Trees they’d 
have to park around.  So, now they’re going to go.  They’ll have all their handicapped.  There’s 
ladies on that street that can’t go anywhere.  They’re trapped inside their houses.  We have 5 
ladies on that street that have canes.  They are literally trapped in their houses, can’t get down 
their steps, can’t go to the right, can’t go to the left because of the handicap.  They’re not in 
wheelchairs, they’re in canes, but they can’t go anyplace.  I got to literally carry their groceries, 
whatever they need, I got to carry it into them, and they’d say ‘wish you’d been here before 
because we had no one to do that’.  So, after we get done with this project, everybody that has 
a wheelchair or any handicap will be able to get out of their property and get up, and, you 
know, they can get onto the sidewalk and be able to go someplace. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Are, that, are you replacing the sidewalk also? 
 



Mr. Miles: Yes. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea, in this project, we’re not. 
 
Mr. Miles: Yes, we are.  We’re doing all, we’re making every, handicapped barriers are going to 
be replaced. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I’m talking the entire span of the sidewalks? 
 
Mr. Miles: Right, but, you know, you have to realize you, I replaced my sidewalks.  I paid for 
mine to be done.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea. 
 
Mr. Miles: They’re new.  There’s a lot of them that have already been done.  The only thing is 
we did not know what the scope of the handicap barriers were until the last 3 years until all the 
lawsuits came out.  We had no idea.  It, every corner, every little corner you have 
(unintelligible), it’s going to cost you between $4,000-5,000  
 
Mr. Bender: Sid, 20 years ago I put a handicapped ramp on Seventh and Wood.   
 
Mr. Miles: Right. 
 
Mr. Bender: You should have known that. 
 
Mr. Miles: But it’s not in today’s standards. 
 
Mr. Bender: Huh? 
 
Mr. Miles: It won’t meet today’s standards.  We just took brand new ones on Main Street, and 
we’re doing them this year.  No one knows what the newest lawsuit is.  There was another 
lawsuit that just came out last year and changed it.  Why do you think they’re doing everything 
on Main Street over again?  They just put them in last year, they put them in twice to get them 
right, and now they’re taking them back out and putting them back in again. 
 
Ms. Rose Logue: Can I ask about, I think it’s 627 South Street, you know which property I’m 
talking about? 
 
Mr. Miles: Yes. 
 
Ms. Logue: What’s going to happen there? 
 
Mr. Miles: That’s going to get all handicap accessible.  We will design that, and we’ll make it so 
it meets today’s handicap accessibility. 



 
Ms. Logue: But isn’t it, like I can’t visualize that.  Because isn’t, the garage doors are there? 
 
Mr. Miles: Right. 
 
Ms. Logue: So, how is it possibly going to happen? 
 
Mr. Miles: That sidewalk’s going to protrude out.  It’s going to have to come closer. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Closer to the street, you know? 
 
Ms. Logue: It almost looks as if you’d fill it in, then the people couldn’t get in the garage. 
 
Mr. Miles: Well we will make it, what we have to do is first comes the handicap.  See we cannot 
have any sidewalk with a grade more than 8%; or in 10’ we cannot raise more than 1’.  But, also 
we have to meet it, where they have their wheelchair comes, they have to be able to when they 
get on the sidewalk, they have to have a 5 x 5 square and it has to be a 2% (unintelligible).  So, 
all that has to be designed to make it work.  So, you’re going to see a big improvement (tape 
flipped at this point). 
 
Mr. Kopko: there are stairs there now. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Well that’s on the new plan. 
 
Mr. Miles: You see how the sidewalk (unintelligible), maam? 
 
Ms. Vinson: Yes, I do. 
 
Mr. Miles: Okay.  And, you’re looking at where,  
 
Ms. Vinson: It doesn’t say steps up here, so.  And it doesn’t say remove steps, it just says 
 
Mr. Miles: There will not be any steps.  See 
 
Mr. Kopko: It’s written down in the description, if you were 
 
Mr. Miles: What you don’t understand, if I put a sidewalk in that is not to the handicap 
accessibility, we’re sued also.   
 
Ms. Vinson: If I could also understand, I have a feeling and maybe it’s just me.  I don’t think 
anybody has a problem in this room with the handicap accessible corners, and all that, I don’t 
think anybody sitting here will argue that. 
 



Mr. Miles: Again, do you use a garbage service on your street?  Do you use a snow plow service 
on that street?   
 
Mr. Miller: What’s this have to do with the parking?  If the parking’s not there, we 
(unintelligible) 
 
Ms. Vinson: Yea, parking  
 
Mr. Elliott: With the snow plow they have an ordinance that you’re not allowed to park  
 
Mr. Miles: How are you not going to have the parking?  Ask me where the Chericos all park 
when they come for breakfast on Sunday mornings?   
 
Mr. Cherico: This is Plan B, it’s going to be right in the garden. 
 
Mr. Miles: Right in the garden? 
 
Mr. Cherico: Right in the garden, yea. 
 
Mr. Miles: You know, we all use that street.  You can’t say that you’re not using any of the 
parking spaces.  We all use the parking spaces. We’re the ones, my son lost the mirror off of his, 
you know, Land Rover.  And we’ve all paid the price of everything there. 
 
Mr. Cherico: So, we’re going to take the parking off the streets, our proposal is 
 
Mr. Miles: Uh huh. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Down on Fifth Avenue to Sixth Avenue because we have a lot of kids that have to 
get bus routes from Fifth Avenue 
 
Mr. Miles: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico:  just like what you said, to Sixth Avenue and get down that Elementary School. 
 
Mr. Miles: Yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: By taking the parking off, Sid, from 8 a.m., or 6 a.m. until 6 p.m.  At nighttime with 
everybody with all the residents, 
 
Mr. Miles: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: the landlords, and the business owners, they’re going to work on their parking lots 
in behind so that if they do have any rentals or whatever, that then those people are going to 
park there.  But the daytime traffic, we’re going to take that off.  You can do your sidewalks.  



We’re not telling you in your construction that you can put your ADA sidewalks in, we’re all for 
that.  We’re for that 150%.  All we’re saying is the scope of the project,  
 
Mr. Miles: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: and the way that the, Seventh Avenue looks, we’re going to make, keep South 
Street looking the same way.  Do the corners the same way, what, you talk ADA, we’re 100% 
behind you 
 
Mr. Miles: Right. 
 
Mr. Cherico: but the thing is take the parking off so those school buses can get in and get down 
there at 3 p.m. at the end of school and at 7:30 a.m. in the morning. 
 
Mr. Miles: Yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: And that’s what we’re saying. 
 
Mr. Miles: No one has more parking available on South Street than I do.  On 521½ South Street, 
I have 5 spaces down there available.  I’ve 8 spaces available on my other property right there.  
Those, the nights that they say that you have to get off the street to plow the snow, my kids 
can’t find a place to park.  We are so jammed in there.  We’re towing cars out, there’s fist fights 
on the streets on Thursday nights down there, there’s blood running down the streets, all over 
trying to find a parking space.  You can’t tell me there isn’t.  Because it’s an out and out battle 
 
Mr. Cherico: But here’s a look at 20 years down the road now, Sid.  Twenty years down the road 
 
Mr. Miles: Yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: South Street got zoned from R-3 to R-1.  If, as property owners evolve and they sell 
their property, families are going to be moving in there.  When families move in there, there’s 
going to be more kids.  Now do you want wider roads and faster traffic or do you want the 
quiet little town, you know, the streets right there.  This is not a super highway.  It is going to 
become R-1.  Our President right here, she was a advocate behind this zoning and that’s her 20 
year plan.  If you look 20 years down the road, those, those, there’s going to be less students 
down there, college students. 
 
Mr. Miles: It’s a college, college town. 
 
Mr. Cherico: They’re moving out to the college.  Yea, but they’re moving them up to the 
college.   
 
Mr. Miles: Yea, but we’re not going to, you know, we’re not going to get another industry here.  
You know, we, it’s so hard.  We’re losing everything.  Who can support these houses and the 



amount of taxes that we’ve got to pay and everything if you don’t rent the things out.  Who can 
support them?  You know, you’re, it’s a blessing Fred that you’re able to, it’s a blessing that Mr. 
Miller can take care of, that you two can take care of the two nicest old houses in town.  It’s a 
blessing that you’re able to take care of them for us.  We all appreciate you taking care of them.  
But the rest of us can’t take care of the real estate.  We can’t pay the taxes on the real estate.  
We can’t keep up with it.  You know, if you don’t have an income from it, it’s not feasible to live 
in Clarion as a residential area.  If we think it’s going to change over that you’re going to get 
 
Mr. Cherico: But, why, why did Joanne change it from R-3 to R-1.  I mean they designed it to 
change it from R-3 to R-1 with the intent that families would move back into those areas. 
 
Mr. Miles: And the realistic thing, are they going to move back in there. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Well,  
 
Unidentified Lady: Yea, yea, 
 
Unidentified Lady: I think so. 
 
Mr. Cherico: but that’s zoning right there.   
 
(Everyone talking at one time. 
 
Mr. Cherico: So, we’re going to have, in a 20 years span, we’re going to have more families 
down there it’s not going to be 
 
President Vavrek: Okay.  We’re not talking about zoning right now.  Can we get back to, go 
ahead Ron. 
 
Mr. Kopko: If I’m correct, it’s C7.   
 
Unidentified Man: Can we take a break. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Can we take a break, 5 minutes?  Can we take a break for 5 minutes? We’ve been 
sitting in these seats. 
 
President Vavrek: Sure, but when we come back, we need to finish this agenda. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea. 
 
President Vavrek called for a short break, beginning at 9:15 p.m. and called the meeting back to 
order at 9:20 p.m. 
 



Mr. Kopko: Okay, we’re going to move along to Item C7.  That would be the elimination of 
parking along South Street, allow resident parking in front/rear or existing alleys, existing alleys.   
Some of the people along South Street, don’t have alley access.  That’s something, when we 
were out looking at all this, we looked at the fact that there are places along South Street that 
don’t have alley access.  So, that was taken off the list.  Some, so they wouldn’t have access also 
to their rear yard unless they had enough room between the two houses that are there and 
that’s not the case along the entire length of South Street.  So, you know, that, when you’re 
looking at the street as a whole, you know, there’s been people here say ‘well just allow them 
to park off-street on their property somewhere.  There are some properties along there that 
that would be a hardship and they wouldn’t be able to immediately do that.  And, so, we looked 
at that.  So, at this time, I’ll turn it over to President Vavrek.   
 
President Vavrek: Okay, under 
 
Mr. Bender: Are we going to talk about Number 8? 
 
President Vavrek: Well first we need to  
 
Mr. Kopko: That will come. 
 
President Vavrek: finish up this project 
 
Mr. Bender: You say that (unintelligible) other considerations. 
 
President Vavrek: Yea, I know, but we’ll get to that. 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay.  Thank you. 
 
President Vavrek: Under Project Alternatives, since this was now thrown out to Council to 
comment, if they so choose, on whether these would be alternatives that they would be 
interested in doing or they feel that they are viable alternatives or what, or what their opinions 
are of these particular seven alternatives, if anyone wants to comment. 
 
Mr. Noto: On Number 1, the alternative of no project, how much would stopping the project at 
this point roughly cost the Borough? 
 
Ms. Freenock: About $20,000, ½ mill. 
 
Mr. Noto: Okay.  Where would that money come from, would CDBG money be able to be used 
for that or would that have to come from the taxpayers 
 
Ms. Freenock: That would come from the taxpayers.  It’s not in the budget, it would mean a tax 
increase next year. 
 



Mr. Noto: Okay. 
 
President Vavrek:  Anyone else?  I have been involved with this project for years, a couple years 
now.  I have heard your reasoning and I have also heard very interesting, interesting comments 
from Sid Miles.  And I personally do not feel that these alternatives, in my mind, are a solution 
to this problem.  I still feel that the project, and I think some of you know that already, I still feel 
that the project is a good project.  And that because we are able to use CDBG money, we 
should be able to proceed with this.  Now I can’t speak for the rest of Council.  I am just 
speaking for myself.  And I do think that it is something that is long overdue.  I think the road is 
in very bad condition.  I think the infrastructure that will get improved will be a benefit to us 
and to everyone that lives there.  I don’t think that we should immediately feel that this is 
somehow ruining Clarion, or ruining South Street.  I don’t feel that way at all.  I think it’s going 
to be a big improvement.  And that’s kind of where I stand.  And I have stood that way for most 
of this time.  And I haven’t changed my mind.  So, if some other Councilmembers wish to 
comment?  And, again, like I said, I’m not speaking for (unintelligible) Council. 
 
Ms. Leonard: I’d like to draw your attention to the letter that’s on the back, back page, of the 
agenda.   
 
Ms. Freenock: Everybody didn’t get that. 
 
Ms. Leonard: Everybody didn’t get, oh, I’m sorry.  I’ll read it.  Ms. Leonard read the letter 
received from Don and Kathy Wilson dated April 12, 2010, which is attached to the Official File 
Copy of these minutes.  They could not be with us this evening to voice this in person, they had 
to be out-of-town.  But I appreciate the fact that they took the time voice their support of this 
project in this manner. 
 
President Vavrek: Anyone else have any comments 
 
Ms. Sanders Dédé: I don’t really, I’m newly elected to the Council.  I’ve read as much as I can 
read, I appreciate the information that was given tonight, which was enlightening.  And I 
appreciate all the comments.  But for the betterment of the community, I would vote for the 
project again. 
 
Mr. Noto: And I feel the same.  I think as Dr. Sanders Dédé, I think it’s good to have community 
participation.  Fred, you and I talked about that.  I think that’s good to have.  I think we 
definitely need to have that.  We don’t have all the answers sitting up here.  And I think you 
brought some good information to us.  I appreciate the gentleman coming tonight and relaying 
this information to us and helping answer some of the questions.  But based on what we have 
talked about the last couple of meetings and the things that we have discussed here, I wouldn’t 
see any need to change the plan as we have it.  I mean I haven’t seen anything that says one 
idea is sufficiently better than the others to scrap the other ones.  I think the idea the way we 
have it seems to me to make the most sense, and I too would vote yes at keeping the project as 
we are. 



 
President Vavrek: Anyone else have a comment before we move on to the potential impacts 
down below on the agenda?  Ron, did you want to address that or Todd, I didn’t know? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Todd’s going to do those. 
 
President Vavrek: Todd, do you want to 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes.  If everyone could please hold their questions, I don’t want to take any 
questions during this.  I’m just going to explain some of the impacts that we’ve identified.  
Everyone’s familiar with impact upon resources of historical significance in the project area.  I’ll 
reiterate specifically we have a stone hitching post in the project area that is of historical value.  
And we also have an area that could comprise part of a historical district.  The resources within 
that area are significant.  We propose, as mitigation, we propose tree replacement and we 
propose to safeguard the single stone hitching post located in the current project area.  This is a 
proposed mitigation made here.  These would be carried out under this project.  Number 2, 
impacts upon the visual qualities of the project area-construction of parking inlets on Borough 
property, tree removal and replacement, relocation of the single hitching post safeguard it 
against danger and damage.  Again, no private properties will be physically impacted by this 
project. Number 3, post-project impacts upon the existing character of the project area.  We 
believe overall a positive impact with new trees, removal of diseased and dead trees among the 
others, a reconstructed residential street with new pavement, improved traffic flow, and 
improved street drainage.  We’re still meeting the stated objectives of our project.  Physical, 
addressing the physical problems of the street, improving the usage of the street-traffic flow, 
while we’re maintaining the parking.  These are the goals.  This is why we think the project will, 
we think we’ve designed a project that will meet those goals.  Number 4, potentials upon, 
impacts upon private property and driveways/sidewalks particular.  Again no private properties 
are going to be physically impacted by this project.  Aside from the intersection areas, no 
sidewalk-related work is proposed.  Driveways, if affected, will be restored.  No driveways will 
be eliminated.  That’s important.  No one’s going to lose a driveway on the South Street 
because of this project.  Number 5, potential for increased traffic speed upon relocation of the 
existing parking.  As Ron mentioned, the project design does have traffic calming properties.  
Again, complete widening from Fifth to Eighth including the intersections will have the effect of 
speeding up traffic.  That’s a known (unintelligible) of widened streets.  We will rely on existing 
speed limits.  We will rely on existing stop signs at the intersections to keep speed in the 
neighborhood down.  We don’t believe parking inlets, inlets are going to increase traffic speed 
through this area.   
 
Unidentified Lady: Can I ask what  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Please hold maam.  Number 7 or Number 6, potential for heavy truck traffic 
increasing on South Street.  This was brought up specifically by a resident of South Street.  
What happens when you, let’s talk about the heavy traffic.  What is going to happen when 
traffic flow is improved, potential for heavy traffic, truck traffic using this room now that they 



can get through it, and when we brought the point up, and I believe Mr., the gentleman that 
spoke here, 
 
Unidentified Lady: Miles. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yes,  
 
Unidentified Lady: Sid Miles. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: yes, what’s currently, thank you.  What’s keeping heavy traffic, truck traffic from 
using that road now is the narrowness.  What we proposed is to restrict heavy truck traffic on 
South Street to local deliveries only.  This has been discussed.  I believe it’s a good 
recommendation for this project.  That’s going to take care of truck traffic, especially off 80 
using this as a by-pass, which may be very attractive to heavy trucks actually.  To do that once 
the narrowness and the constriction problems are taken care of.  Number 7, vegetation and 
tree removal.  Tree replacement, soil stabilization and re-vegetation are a part of the project 
specs.  Okay, we’re not leaving mounds of dirt, we’re not going to leave bare areas, we’re 
replacing trees.  So, I want to put people’s minds at ease there.  Erosion and sedimentation, 
E&S control measures are part of the project, will be implemented.  We’re not going to be 
flooding our storm sewers with sediment, we’re not going to be running mud down the streets.  
Fugitive dust, very similar situation.  We’re going to get into this.  Fugitive dust is dust blowing 
about, my term actually, earth disturbance, concrete/curb work, street milling, all sources of 
dust in this project and on-street, on site burning.  First of all, no on-site burning will be 
permitted in this project at site and, by ordinance, it’s not allowed anywhere in the Borough, if 
I’m correct.  Dust control measures will be implemented as a special component of this project 
cause the potential for dry weather and dust is high in this project.  Number 10, removal and 
disposal of construction waste and debris.  This is required of the contractor who agrees to do 
this work, whoever that may be.  Same way with Number 11, post-construction, disturbed soils, 
stabilization and re-vegetation are going to be required, Ron, I believe, of the contractor in our 
construction documents, available for review.  Number 12, project site safety and control 
during constructions and periods of inactivity.  Very important.  What this means is the 
contractor is responsible to secure his site, secure his equipment, his materials, his tools.  Kids 
are not, we’re not going to allow the contractor to create an attractive nuisance.  Your children 
are not going to be able to climb into the backhoe and take off down the street.  They’re not 
going to be able to grab tools, they’re not going to be in the equipment supply yard, anything.  
We do this for a number of majors, but it’s basically, we lump it under project control.  This will, 
also has to do with traffic safety.  There is going to be traffic, people assigned to traffic duty 
from the contractor.  Number 13, traffic disruption during construction and resident access.  
Resident access to their properties.  Contractors will work to keep these disruptions to a 
minimum and will work with individual homeowners to assure that they can access their 
properties.  Now this is done in a number of ways, but you will be treated individually.  This isn’t 
going to be a merry-go-round where certain, you know, you get released here and released 
there.  Contractor will work with you.  We understand access to the property is important.  
Number 14, emergency response and access during construction.  This relates to fire, 



ambulance, any other emergency response that may be required.  Police.  Contractor, 
coordination with the 911 Center is going to be implemented, Borough Public Works and Police 
Department are going to be notified of construction, where this construction is in a particular 
point on the street, what it’s impact upon access is going to be.  The contractor is going to be 
informed as to the residential nature of this neighborhood, the project area, and the sensibility 
therefore that attend that.  In other words, he’s going to realize he’s working in a 
neighborhood, in a residential neighborhood of somewhat dense development.  Now that’s 
important for the people living there.  Because all of these items, any one of them can be a 
serious issue if they are not taken care of.  These are, these items, this whole list are things that 
the Borough has considered and has thought up.  Some of them come from the residents, 
especially from last week, some of the ideas for these impacts.  What I was talking about 
earlier, when we started to look at this project beyond the historical resources, these are, this 
is, these are some of the things that were popping out.  Number 15, potential for population 
displacement during construction.  No displacement is anticipated as far as this project.  We’re 
not asking anyone to leave their homes, we’re not going to block access permanently to homes 
or chase people out or anything like that.  You will not have to move because of this project.  
Number 16, hours which construction may occur.  Construction can only take place on 
workdays Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. in the morning until 4:30 at night.  Unless there’s an 
emergency, something has to be done, let’s say 5 o’clock.  But written permission is going to be 
required, authorization is going to be required to work outside of those hours.  We’re not going 
to be jack hammering at 9 o’clock, 10 o’clock at night.  Not going to be running a milling 
machine at midnight.  Potential impacts upon existing infrastructure, utilities, and service 
connections.  Big thing here is PA One Call System has to be utilized by the selected contractor.  
This is a contract provision, he has to do it.  We don’t expect utility or service disruptions to be 
significant.  We believe they’ll be minimal.  And to that I mean, are we cutting off electric?  
Ron? 
 
Mr. Kopko: I doubt that that would happen.  Unless there was something that took place 
whenever they’re doing tree removal or at some point where there was some other unforeseen 
circumstance.  None that I can see. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Water, sewer utilities. 
 
Mr. Kopko: No, not sewer.  But water may be disrupted while they’re doing the construction of 
the water line.  And after they have the water line constructed, constructed, which will be out 
to Eighth Avenue very shortly, they’ll start the service connections.  So, those will be on a 
residence-by-residence basis, so they can act one at a time as they go through the street.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: And again we expect these disruptions to be minimal.  Potential zoning and a 
land use conflicts.  This project has no zoning or land use conflicts or issues.  This is a Borough 
Public Works project being conducted on Borough property.  Construction permitting, per say 
no permitting is required from the Borough of Clarion.  This is the Borough’s project.  However, 
the contractor remains responsible for other applicable permitting.  Ron, we, I would like to 



touch for just a minute on this, a lot of the construction and my, based on our review, doesn’t 
rise to the level of general permits, for example? 
 
Mr. Kopko: That’s correct, because it falls under it’s less than 1 acre, it really encompasses a 
very small area.  The area of the street, again, will be milled, but then there’s no disruption 
there and if you add up the area that’s going to be excavated along the curb, and it’s a very 
small area it’d be considered far less than 1 acre. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: As an aside, historical properties, previously to disturb dirt is a big factor.  And a 
lot of times in judging whether or not resources will be affected.  This is considered previously 
disturbed soil where we’re working.  This is not ground that has not been broken before and 
has not been broken recently as far as historical resources are concerned.  Again, the project 
remains restricted to between the sidewalks and Borough property.  The beginning of 
construction.  At what point, if this project is awarded, a number of things will take place.  
However, notification of the start date of construction is going to be made available to the 
residents of South Street.  If, now mind you, I’m not saying this, if construction is awarded, if 
this project goes forward, this is what’s going, you will be notified as to the construction start 
date.  I would encourage residents, people that live along South Street to make use, get to 
know the contractor with concerns, tell him what’s going on.  He’s going to help with the access 
problem.  They have to.  If you need to get out of your driveway, you need to be able to, so the 
earlier you establish that relationship the better.  The Borough will help with that.  The Public 
Works Department will assist in coordinating access to your property.  We don’t expect you to 
be blocked in your homes for days at a time.  I mean there will be times when, you know, 
access will be a little tough; emergencies, provision will be made immediately.  Contractor is 
experienced in this, and Public Works is going to stay on that, too.  And, that’s it for what I’ve 
identified, and what the Borough has identified, what the public has identified to this point.  
And I’ll turn it back over to Council. 
 
Ms. Chelsea Sierko: I have a few questions actually.  To start with, Number 5, existing speed 
limits will be enforced.  Can you tell me how, because they haven’t been yet?  And the stop 
signs are not observed. 
 
Mr. Kopko: I’d have to refer that back to Council.  I thought the Chief was going to stay here, 
but 
 
Mayor Estadt: He’s here. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Oh, he is, out in the hall.  Chief Hall will be able to answer that.  
 
President Vavrek: She has a question that you can probably answer. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Can you tell me how the existing speed limits are going to be enforced, when they 
aren’t currently and these stop signs are not observed either and I’ve been notifying the 
Borough Police Department on several occasions. 



 
Chief Hall: That’s not correct. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Yes, it is.   
 
Chief Hall: Okay. 
 
Ms. Sierko: I live on the corner, I know. 
 
Chief Hall: Well I, I personally have written many stop signs on,  
 
Ms. Sierko: Really? 
 
Chief Hall: where you’re at. Yea. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Well come sit on my porch please and count how many cars blow that stop sign. 
 
Chief Hall: I’m not going to argue with you about it. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Do you have children that live on that street?  Do you worry about children who live 
on that street?  Because if one of my kids get hit, I’m coming to you. 
 
Chief Hall: Okay. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Great. 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, next question. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Next question, please? 
 
Ms. Sierko: What are the, who’s going to enforce this heavy truck thing that’s not going to go 
down? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well that, that will be posted. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Oh, and that means what? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well that means no heavy truck traffic on South Street. 
 
Ms. Sierko: Okay, so, when the semi comes down through South Street and it hits my car or 
runs over my kid, what’s going to happen then? 
 
Unidentified Man: You’d call the police, I’d hope. 
 



President Vavrek: How many times have you seen a semi go down? 
 
Ms. Sierko: Plenty. 
 
Unidentified Man: Get a ticket. 
 
Ms. Sanders Dédé: How, how, may I ask you, how are they, I’m thinking, I live on South Street, 
too, by the way, on the corner of South Seventh.  In the 5 years that I lived there, I don’t 
remember semis, because how can you navigate 
 
Ms. Sierko: Because they come down Sixth Avenue, (unintelligible) stuck on the hill, or turn to 
go on down towards Fifth Avenue.  This happens plenty of times.   
 
Mr. Elliott: Especially the trucks coming out, making deliveries from Vinny’s.  They come down, 
they turn at the fire hall, and go down Sixth and then out to Fifth. 
 
Ms. Sanders Dédé: (unintelligible) Fifth 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well 
 
Ms. Sierko:  Okay here’s what, here’s what I’m proposing, correct me if I’m wrong 
 
Unidentified Lady: (Unintelligible) 
 
Mr. Elliott: It’s not a local delivery though.  So, why should they be on South Street. 
 
Ms. Sierko: here’s what I’m proposing, shh, let me talk.  Here’s what I propose, why don’t you 
do a study of my street, sit on my porch for one summer like I have with my husband, count 
how many cars don’t stop at the stop sign, how many people fly on that road, citizens, students, 
people that don’t live here, please do that for me. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Okay. 
 
Ms. Sierko: And then if once you do that you get that report, I’ll back you 100%.  If you can tell 
me, that that’s not going to happen whether you take care of this parking issue. 
 
Ms. Vinson: Because along those lines, the logic does not dictate, and I would love to know how 
that works, but logically if I’m looking at a road that’s got obstacles, I’m not going to go as fast.  
If I’m looking at, you know, a road that is free and clear, I’m going to go slower, I’m going to 
stick to the speed limit, I mean not that (unintelligible) but I’m just saying.  Watching and, you 
know, I have kids that I walk across those corners all the time.  And we stand there and we 
might think somebody’s slowing down, and I tell them ‘no, you don’t cross until that person has 
stopped, you don’t’.  And I tell my girls when they want to ride their bike up to the library, you 
stop at every alley, you stop at every street, and you don’t start until that person stops at a stop 



sign ever.  And that goes for Wood and Seventh as well.  Right by the Fulmer House is the same 
thing, and watch them go flying through.  It’s, I can’t understand why your reports say that 
widening the street and clearing the parking off to the side is going to make people go slower.  I 
don’t understand, can you please tell me how, how the studies prove that. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well it’s the intersection, as they approach the intersection, it’s going to be as it is 
right now.  There’s not going to be any widening of the intersection.  In fact, the intersection 
will have pronounced curbing that’s going to be there on all four corners 
 
Ms. Vinson: Can you show me on your updated plans how that works?  I see it on, a little bit 
here, but you’re talking just on the one corner where there’s parking and not doing that on all 
four corners?  Correct? 
 
Mr. Kopko:  This is what the street looks like (referring to the drawings),  
 
Ms. Vinson: I understand. 
 
Mr. Kopko: and then the one below it is exactly the  
 
Ms. Vinson: Correct.  We’re talking about the corners though. 
 

Mr. Kopko: (unintelligible) Sixth Avenue.  (Cannot hear as he is discussing the drawings with 
her).  Now you’ll see it’s not wider (unintelligible) actually it’s a little bit narrow, because we’re 
going to change this right here (unintelligible) curb and around (unintelligible). 

Ms. Vinson: Um, but you’re not doing that, according to your drawings, you’re not doing that 
according to your drawing, you’re not doing that on all four corners. 

Mr. Kopko: Yea, all corners. 
 
Ms. Vinson: No, not here. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yes. 
 
Ms. Vinson: No, sir, I beg to differ, you’re not doing it here.   
 
Mr. Kopko: It stays the same, right at this curb. 
 
Ms. Vinson: But in that same thing, you’re saying you’re going to make those intersections a 
little bit narrower, have you tried being like at Seventh Avenue going south and you want to 
turn onto South Street but there’s a car there.  You might as well just wait until they go through 
the intersection, because there’s not enough room as it is.  For usually two cars to turn the 
corners.  It’s very difficult and I just don’t see where, when you talked about on your plan. 



 
Ms. Sierko: Mr. Kopko, what I don’t think you’re understanding is, that currently people don’t 
stop at the stop signs, they don’t slow down.  So, how is your plan going to make that better, is 
what I want to know? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well anybody that drives, should be obeying the stop signs.  
 
Ms. Sierko: You’re right, but they don’t.  The fact of the matter is they don’t. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Nothing that I’m going to do is going to change that. 
 
Ms. Sierko: But I’m asking you to do that, because I want to ensure that my children are not 
going to get hit by a car because people are driving faster on this street. 
 
Ms. Vinson: You know why, because it’s going to be wider, it’s going to be more clear, they’re 
not going to have to be worrying about getting around the parked cars.  And you’ve made it 
more driver-friendly in such a way that 
 
Mr. Cherico: I have a question.  On the, you were saying that intersections aren’t going to be, 
that they could be even smaller than where they are right now. 
 
Mr. Kopko: No, they’re going to be about the same. 
 
Mr. Cherico: About the same.  Now here’s, here’s what I have a question on, Borough Manager, 
in your report and to your letters to me, you know, the letters, what you talked about is you 
were really concerned about the emergency vehicles.  Making, going down Seventh Avenue and 
making a left-hand turn onto South Street.  If you’re not increasing the width, then why is that 
an argument and why did you pose that to the people in Harrisburg? 
 
Ms. Freenock: I don’t think I said anything about 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yes. 
 
Ms. Freenock: going down Seventh 
 
Mr. Cherico: (unintelligible) fire trucks. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Going down Seventh? 
 
Mr. Cherico: No, no, no.  See this is where, according to 
 
Ms. Freenock: What will happen is when you move the traffic out of the travel lane, that gives a 
vehicle a wider room to  
 



Mr. Cherico: Yea, yea. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Parking, if you move those parked cars along there, you have more room in the 
intersections.  Right now, you can park on  
 
Ms. Sierko: But nobody parks in the intersections.   
 
Ms. Vinson:  Nobody can park up to the corner 
 
Mr. Kopko: They park to 
 
Ms. Sierko: No, they can’t.  They cannot do what they  
 
(Everybody talking at once; unintelligible). 
 
Ms. Sierko: Legally they are not allowed because there’s signs posted, but they do.  What a 
concept.  People don’t obey the law. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Let’s, let’s take a real picture of a fire truck.  Okay?  And we’re talking about the 
ladder truck, right?  Is that what you’re referring to? 
 
Ms. Freenock: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: When they come out of Wood Street, and they’re going to go to the college, 
where the ladder truck has to get up there, because they’re not going to go down to Marronee 
Street, they’re not going to go down to Campbell Avenue,  
 
Ms. Freenock: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Cherico: because there’s not a house big enough for the ladder truck to go fight.  So, 
they’re going to go down Wood Street, then they’re going to go wherever they’re going to go, 
either they’re going to go down Greenville Pike or they’re either going to go up through the 
college and they’re going to fight that fire.  So, they’re not going to go down, they’re not going 
to go down Wood Street and make a right-hand turn right at the Presbyterian Church at that 
intersection of Wood and Seventh Avenue, go down to South Street, then make a left and then 
head up to, there’s just, the fire company’s not going to do that.  What they are going to do is 
after they fight the fire, when they come back up Greenville Pike, they might want to make a 
left-hand turn to go down South Street, go the whole way to Fifth, make a right-hand turn, go 
up Fifth, make a right-hand turn onto Wood Street, and return to the fire station.  That’s one 
fire at the college.  Let’s say we have a fire down at what’s her name’s, Mrs. Denio’s house, 
they’re going to come right out on Wood Street, make a right-hand turn on the one-way street 
going the opposite direction, go out to Fifth, then 
 
Unidentified Man: (Unintelligible). 



 
Mr. Cherico: they’re going to make a left-hand turn, go down over the hill to South Street, make 
a left-hand turn and come in.  Well that’s not the big fire truck that we’re talking about.  I drive 
an RV, I can get through those intersections fine with the way that everything is right now.  The 
question I have for, he drove, he’s driven the big fire truck.  Where’s the need, like when you 
sent to Harrisburg, the need for us to have a wide, you know, if what he’s saying is there’s not 
going to be a wider displacement of the intersection.  Just the ADA corners of where we’re at, 
and why is that? 
 
Ms. Freenock: I think, there’s a couple things here that you’re not understanding perhaps.  And 
that is that this project did not qualify just because the fire trucks couldn’t get down or just 
because of this one fact or just because of that fact.  This is a Borough-wide benefit.  We were 
told by the President of the fire company and the Fire Chief that that road is not wide enough.   
I don’t presume to tell them what truck they’re going to drive or where they’re going to take it.  
One thing he did mention was that your Mother’s house and Mr. Miller’s house would need the 
ladder truck.  I have no idea.  And I’m certainly not going to question him on that.  So, it’s not 
one thing.  There is a number of factors.  And I will tell you, quite honestly, this is perhaps a 
discussion that should have occurred 10 years ago when the traffic light was put in, because 
that is what has led to this.  From what I’m told, 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s right, I agree. 
 
Ms. Freenock: people could not make a left out onto Fifth and they could make a right, but you 
went at your own risk.  So, this is a natural consequence of putting that traffic light in there.  
The traffic has gotten heavier.  I can’t do anything about that.  The State maps show, the DEP 
maps that we looked at show this as a major route now.  The Borough didn’t have anything to 
do with that.  They, whoever they are, looked at the traffic on this road and determined that 
yea this is a heavily traveled road now.   
 
Mr. Cherico: But the thing is 
 
Ms. Freenock: You know, I  
 
Mr. Cherico: we’re forcing it to become R-1.  And 20 years from now 
 
Ms. Freenock: And, you know, what 
 
Mr. Cherico: it’s going to be R-1 and it’s not going to be college kids there. 
 
Ms. Freenock: well, no, maybe it will be and maybe it won’t.  That may be something that 
Council has to reconsider.  I can’t answer that.  But as Mr. Kopko said, not every house on that 
street has cars.  Council did decide that they did not want to allow front-yard parking.  You 
know, 
 



Mr. Cherico: And we all agree with that.  I think that the majority of the people agree with that. 
 
Ms. Freenock: So, I mean, you know, I can’t tell you what’s going to happen in 20 years. 
 
Mr. Cherico: But the thing is, what I saw in the letters to Beverly Hutzel was exactly what you 
said, that there was a need for the fire department to get their emergency vehicles up and 
down there.  And I’m just saying. 
 
Ms. Freenock: You‘re saying you would take a different route.  I’m saying ‘well maybe they do 
and maybe they don’t’.  
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Let me talk fire company.  First of all, the guys that told you, the President is a 
Councilmember, the Chief is a Borough employee, I believe. 
 
Ms. Leonard: Those are newly. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Oh, newly. 
 
Ms. Leonard: Newly. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi:  (Unintelligible) fire truck, there’s not a road in this nor an alley in this town you 
can thread a needle through.  I’ve driven fire truck up and down all these, ever been down to 
Toby Bridge and gone down through those houses at Toby.  I’ve been 3 miles down that road 
with a fire truck and backed it out of there and never put a scratch on it. Plus fighting a brush 
fire.  There’s no where you can’t put, it’s putting, putting that in is like let’s find 50 reasons we 
should do this project.  Number 49 is to get fire trucks down South Street.  Number 50 would be 
putting the words Autumn Leaf Festival in it.  Because that’s about as  
 
Ms. Freenock: I can tell you Sal, I didn’t solicit those comments, 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: Yea, well. 
 
Ms. Freenock: they came to me.  Well and the other thing is, I guess, you know, when 
someone’s house is on fire, I hope you’re driving the truck, because I’m told by two other 
drivers that they don’t feel that they have enough room.  You know? 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi:  They’ve ridden beside me and I was going down the street. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Yea. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: And they’ve (unintelligible), don’t drive it anymore. 
 
Mr. Cherico: But those are the people that certify this project.  And to certify the project 
 



Ms. Freenock: Who certifies it?  Dude and 
 
Mr. Cherico: The grant writers.  Beverly Hutzel, DCED.  They, they’re the ones that are going to 
certify this or de-certify this.  And the thing is from our point of view, you know, there are 
certain things that are brought out onto the table now, you know, that could have been 
brought out.  Just like what Jack Troese is talking about.  You know, with the CD, CD, CDBG, the 
way that you’re supposed to have citizen participation and all that kind of stuff.  We don’t want 
to mess this project up.  And the bottom line is you get in the middle of the project and it gets 
decertified, what happens? 
 
Ms. Freenock: There’s an entire process, and we are not going to start construction or award a 
contract until the project is certified for the second time.  Because it’s already been certified 
once.   
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea.  But I’m just saying, they can certify it or decertify it many times. 
 
Ms. Freenock: There, no 
 
Ms. Leonard: No, no. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yes, they can. 
 
Ms. Freenock: there is a public comment. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I know that for a fact. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Well I’m not going to argue the guidelines with you.  They are extremely 
cumbersome.  We are doing everything that we are supposed to do and we are doing it in lock 
step with DCED.  So, you know, (tape ended) 
 
Ms. Leonard: or being more forceful or so forth.  What we have done has been by the book.  It 
may not be (unintelligible) neighborhood and things you want done, but it was what was 
required of us.  If you want those requirements changed, that’s not on us, that is on them to do.  
So, you understand what I’m saying? 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay, understand, understand. 
 
Ms. Leonard: If you want the book changed, they need to change the book. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay. 
 
Ms. Leonard: We’re just following the guidelines. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yea.  That’s true. 



 
Ms. Leonard: And, you know, there’s a wide scope of guidelines 
 
President Vavrek: Okay, two more questions, and then we’re moving on.  Go ahead.   
 
Mr. Mel Riffer:  Madame President 
 
President Vavrek: Well either of you, I’m sorry. 
 
Mr. Riffer: I just have a question concerning Number 6 and your Solicitor can probably answer.  
Will that require an ordinance be enacted to place signs 
 
Solicitor French: Yes. 
 
Mr. Riffer: (unintelligible) enforcement. 
 
Solicitor French: Yes. 
 
Mr. Riffer: It will require an ordinance? 
 
Solicitor French: Yea, typically it will be enforced by the Police Department, then Borough 
Council would have to pass an ordinance.  That’s a minor matter. 
 
Mr. Riffer: The other thing, the Borough Manager, I was Mayor at the time when we were 
arguing about the traffic light at South.  And PennDOT would hear not one word that we said.  
They were bound and determined they were going to put it there regardless.  And they did. 
 
President Vavrek: Because once they do a traffic study, once they’re called upon to do a traffic 
study, if it proves that a light is needed, you don’t have a choice.  You get the light installed, and 
then you pay for the maintenance of it.  But they, once they’ve done a traffic study, they make 
the decision, we don’t have any say one way or the other. 
 
Mr. Riffer: This was a good many years ago. 
 
President Vavrek: Yea. 
 
Mr. Riffer: I don’t know if that was the policy then, because there was supposed to be Borough 
input  
 
President Vavrek: It’s pretty much the policy now. 
 
Mr. Riffer: and  
 
President Vavrek: Same way with street, lighting on the streets that we’ve changed. 



 
Mr. Riffer: Okay, thank you. 
 
President Vavrek: I’m sorry, you had a 
 
Mr. Noto: You’re up. 
 
Ms. Nancy DiStefano: I have a concern about all the conditions that are here.  I mean they 
sound nice and all.  And I know many of you weren’t on Council when some of these things 
happened.  But when the County took over the old hospital, there were lots of conditions put 
there.  Half of them weren’t followed through with, half of them are violated on a regular basis.  
Nobody does anything.  When the parking lot was put on Greenville Avenue, there were 
landscaping conditions put in there.  Never followed through on.  Nobody did anything.  And I 
hate to say this because I consider several of you to be friends, but I have no faith that any of 
these conditions will be followed through.  After the old hospital, after that parking lot, you’re 
credibility is somewhat low from (unintelligible) conditions.  I just hope that if this project goes 
through there will be more of an effort to actually do what you said you were going to do as 
opposed to what happened at the old hospital and that parking lot.  Because we’re still living 
with those things and have still been ignored, nobody cares.  And I hope that the project 
doesn’t become one more thing that nobody cares about. 
 
President Vavrek: Some of these are in the contract, correct? 
 
Mr. Kopko:  I think all of those items are in the  
 
President Vavrek: All are in the contract? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yes. 
 
President Vavrek: So, they would have to be followed? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yes. 
 
President Vavrek: Correct? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yes. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Todd,  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 
Ms. Cherico: how many times since you did your first grant has the plans changed?  Like from 
when you first thought of the design, you guys together, whoever, have you changed it many, 
many times throughout the process? 



 
Mr. Colosimo: No, I don’t think.  Ultimately the project objections have always been the same.   
 
Ms. Cherico: The design hasn’t ever changed? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Uh, I don’t think.  Once, once Council chose an alternative, it’s not changed since 
then. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Well I think like November 3rd is when you were told to go out, at that meeting, to 
go out with Plan 1 at the time.  So, since November 3rd, nothing’s changed? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well the plans were developed based on the guidelines we went down through.  
The plans weren’t completed.  That was a, an approval for that alternative.  I mean there was a 
plan given to Borough Council at that meeting, it was put in front, very similar to the one you 
see here, as a matter of fact that was the basis for that plan.  We started with that plan.  We did 
add some changes to take out the steps at Sixth, I’m trying to think of the address 
 
Ms. Freenock: 618, 618 or was it 627? 
 
Mr. Kopko: South Street,  
 
Ms. Freenock: Yea. 
 
Mr. Kopko: there’s a step there down across their driveway and then also at the corner of South 
and it would be Ditz Place.  There’s also a step down there and then another step up. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Well what I’m getting to is if you changed it at all, don’t you have to come out and 
tell in a public notice, whether it’d be in the back section of the classifieds or what, but don’t 
you have to, every time you make an amendment, don’t you have to come back out and put 
another ad out to the citizens?  Todd, I guess that was your question, because you’re CDBG 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No, we never changed the project to that extent.   
 
Ms. Cherico: Even with an amendment to it? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: No.  It was still the same project. 
 
Ms. Cherico: I mean that’s what I found on the website. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I mean what we have to do if beneficiaries change, we would have to, if 
beneficiaries change we would have to revisit that at a public comment. 
 



Ms. Cherico: See, it’s really confusing listening to you and then listening to DCED, and what with 
Beverly, you know. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea. 
 
Ms. Cherico: You get so much different information as a citizen coming into this, I mean I have 
to say I learned a lot. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well, I mean we are allowed to change our project description. 
 
Ms. Cherico: But it says in there you’re supposed to come back out and up an ad 
 
Mr. Colosimo: But we never changed  
 
Mr. Cherico: If an amend 
 
Mr. Colosimo: it enough to. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay, but here’s what, here’s how they’re saying an amendment, an amendment 
is somewhere a design change happens.  The engineer has to take it back and change it from 
what you guys submitted, that is in term, an amendment to the project.  And what they’re 
saying in CDBG is any amendments, any project 
 
Ms. Cherico: Here it is, I brought it just in case.   
 
Ms. Freenock: Fred, DCED has never seen those drawings. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Oh. 
 
Ms. Freenock: That’s not part of what they do.  It’s part of the application process.  So, 
 
Ms. Cherico: Okay. 
 
Ms. Freenock: maybe that answers your question. 
 
Ms. Cherico: No, because here’s what, where we’re picking this up at.  It says more less about 
concerned citizens and Councilmembers, okay, but it goes in ‘We know that modifications and 
amendments have been made to CDBG applications.  When the grantees modify or amend 
projects, the citizen participation requirements are to be met.  Again, according to the plan 
from CDBG programming, prior to amending or modifying, approved projects,  
 
Mr. Colosimo: Oh. 
 



Ms. Cherico: grantees must provide a public notice at least once in the newspaper of the 
general circulation.” 
 
Ms. Freenock: Kim, a modification and amendment are terms of art that relate to the CDBG 
process.  There is a modification to an application, you can make, there’s also an amendment to 
an application, you can make.  If we were to do either one of those things, then we would 
advertised and have a meeting.  For example, when we modified the 2006, 7, and 8 project 
years, we modified them to take the money and put them in South Street, a public hearing was 
held.  So, that, that 
 
Ms. Cherico: That kind of thing. 
 
Ms. Freenock: That’s what they’re talking about. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Not, not to change what you’re 
 
Ms. Freenock: No, because there was no substantive change to the project or to the 
beneficiaries. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Because also I read in there where it said on the second public meeting, that 
you’re supposed to give full detail in the ad not just call it South Street Improvements, or again, 
I would have jumped up here in a heartbeat to find out that we’re doing all this 
 
Ms. Freenock: And I think what Todd also told you was that there were public notices posted 
around town 
 
Ms. Cherico: No, in detail of what the work was.  Like in detail, like how you just took time to 
explain to us for the first time.  That kind of detail is supposed to be in the second public notice.  
Not just that I’m supposed to be here at the meeting. 
 
Ms. Freenock: I don’t think we, we’ve never 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, we’ve used the same notice for a long time.  I will say that.  The same basic, 
where we get into detail generally is with the meeting itself.  You know, we, we do need more 
public participation.  And I hope  
 
Ms. Cherico: Well like when you said 
 
Mr. Colosimo: going forward 
 
Ms. Cherico: you shot back about putting it in the newspaper and someone mentioned tonight 
that that’s three newspaper ads and all, it wasn’t, I honestly didn’t see it folks.  I’m going to be 
honest.  But if it was, did you pay for it and did you put the full detail that he rattled out 
tonight. 



 
President Vavrek: Oh no, we’re not required to put all of those, all that he told you tonight. 
 
Ms. Cherico: But that’s what I’m saying in here.  The information from that CDBG website that 
he is living, paying by $20 per hour, this is what I’ve been reading for a month as to why I’m so 
stupid not to know what was happening.  And when I read it, it really angers me for not paying 
attention a little bit more, but then when I got back and look at the ad, I’m like ‘Kimberly Sue 
how did you miss this?’, you know, because it just goes in saying a meeting is going to be held 
at 4:30.  And I told you earlier I couldn’t go because I’m working.  But, and it calls itself a street 
improvement.  And I’m thinking it’s going to be an improvement, Nancy. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Well but the other thing is, Kim, it was reported in the paper, the three papers, it 
was on the radio, Frank Stacey interviewed any number of people about it,  
 
Ms. Cherico: But that’s not in the detail. 
 
Ms. Freenock: and, at any time, any time you have questions whether it’s at a meeting or some 
other time. 
 
Ms. Cherico: I know. 
 
Ms. Freenock: you pick up the phone or you 
 
Ms. Cherico: I know.  And I have called you guys, Linda, thank you very, very much for helping 
and the same with you, you know, for your help.  But that’s, that’s why I’m here is because me 
not being informed enough from those ads. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: I would add one other thing.  Our application was, of course, the commentary 
was advertised.  And you can see both the draft application, we had available for review and 
you can compare it to our final version.  Complete project description, maps, the LMI 
 
Ms. Cherico: Well you have to understand as me living here, everybody knows that Emerson 
Way, and everybody knows that Boundary Street stuff, project, and I’m not going to go out and 
read that full detail that you’re offering to me tonight when I know the damage is there.  So, I’m 
not going to go out and read that stuff.   
 
Mr. Colosimo: But I’m, I’m sorry you’re not going to read that maam.  I, I feel bad that you’re 
not.  Legal notices exist for a very specific purpose or they wouldn’t exist.  Can we agree that 
they serve a purpose?  Please, they serve a purpose.  We’re required to publish legal notice. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Yea, you are, I know. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: We are required.  They’re, they are there in a newspaper of general circulation.  
Now our application did contain 3-year plan.  That’s part of public participation also.  But we 



have a very detailed 3-year Community Development Plan that’s upgraded every year.  Public is 
encouraged to participate in that.  I hope going forward, and I’m not going to digress anymore, I 
hope going forward that the public attends, starts attending our meetings or, and the same 
information is available through a phone call.  If you can’t make a meeting, you can examine 
our minutes.  There are a number of resources, the application is always on file.  I think reading 
of the application would have done a lot to explain this project.  We, Nancy may correct me, 
have we had any request for our application?  This is what I’m talking about. 
 
Ms. Freenock: (Unintelligible) went certain things, but you didn’t request the entire thing. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: That’s available.  I just want to put that out there.  That, of course, again if it’s 
selected, again, I can’t speak for Council.  We’ll be in this year’s application.  So, at this point, let 
me say that we have a second public hearing coming up for this year’s application at some 
point.  Let me just throw one date out, because we don’t know anything else, we don’t even 
have an allocation this year to work with right now.  We have not been informed by the State. 
 
Mr. Cherico: For 2010? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: For 2010.  I can guess at what we’re going to get right in around $120,000, 
maybe a little more.  We do have a due date of June 4th.  That’s a Friday, for submission to the 
State this year.  So, we don’t have anything other than that right now.  We don’t have a date for 
our second public hearing on this.  And we don’t even know what the project is going to be.  I 
don’t believe, I don’t. 
 
Ms. Cherico: That’s what I was going to ask you, out of all your years of experience, name other 
projects that other places that you’ve been to that they do as their proposal, other than this 
street stuff, what are community projects that we could do with that money?  Can you name, 
like? 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Well one of the things, it’s tough here in the Borough, but other projects I’ve 
worked on would include a lot of street improvement projects.  I’ve worked on a lot of paving 
projects.  I guess water and sewer infrastructure would play a big part in that, too.  Recreation, 
community facility type projects, that’d be third on my list, I think, overall.   I mean most CDBG 
grantees want to use their money for water and sewer.  Now you have to understand, I work 
with a lot larger grantees than this.  Have larger projects.  Everyone’s different.  Qualifications 
of these projects range a gamut of methods that are used.  We talked about Grove City, they 
have another big project that they’ve completed that they used the slum and blight, for 
example, justification on. 
 
Ms. Cherico: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: But again please come to these meetings.  We will welcome you at these 
meetings.  Yes, sir. 
 



Mr. Bender: One thing, Mr. Kopko mentioned a while ago something about infrastructure with 
the standpoint of water and sewer.  Could you explain that to me, I’m very  
 
Mr. Kopko: Yea, oh sure. 
 
Mr. Bender: interested in that. 
 
Mr. Kopko: In the, I think it was October-November time period, we knew that this project 
might be a potential that the Borough Council was interested and that we had some 
preliminary discussions about it.  So, knowing that a company like Pennsylvania American 
Water, they also take care of the sewer and National Fuel Gas have underground utilities on the 
street; and we know that from doing the One Call.  So, the thought was, is we’ll contact them 
and if they have any work that needs to be done, we’d like them to do it either prior to the 
project starting or during or before the project would be in the paving stage.  So that once the 
street was completed, that was it.  You know, that you’re not going to be having any water line 
repairs or gas line repairs or sewer line repair work. 
 
Mr. Bender: Bottom line, what are they going to do? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well they installed an 8” water line, it’s being installed right now from Fifth Avenue 
to Eighth Avenue. 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay. 
 
Mr. Kopko: And, in conjunction with that, they also at the time asked to, about other areas in 
the Borough and they found out that Seventh Avenue was also going to be doing, be, getting 
some improvements with storm sewers and with paving.  So, they’re doing Seventh Avenue 
from South Street to Barber Street with, again with a water line and new service connections.  
And I was told that the water line is over 100 years old; and any time they dig into it, they have 
a problem.  So, they’re, of course, you heard a number thrown out, I think the number is 
between $560,000 and $590,000.  So, it’s much more that they’re, they’re allocating for water 
line replacements within the Borough.  Then on top of that the sewer authority, as everybody 
here probably knows, was sold to Pennsylvania American Water.  And they’ve made a few 
improvements on South Street and they have a few more things they’re going to look at doing 
on South Street, so that once the project is done, unless they have something else that comes 
up, it would be completed.  You know, their maintenance and repairs would be done. 
 
Mr. Bender: So, they aren’t going to increase the size of it (unintelligible) so forth? 
 
Mr. Kopko: The water line I understand is enlarged. 
 
Mr. Bender: That’s fine.  Let me make a comment regarding that.  You may not have been the 
guy who, grant guy, but 1999 I had a problem with a sewer line.  It was a service line.  And it 
wasn’t directly related, in other words, it was a service line, and it was down on Fifth Avenue.  I 



bought an old house and fixed it up real well and so forth and I got it fixed up.  And the first big 
rain came along, my basement filled with raw sewage.  So, I thought it was a problem with my 
sewer line, but anyway long story short, and this is what always happens here in the Borough, 
nobody’s very honest.  You know?  In other words, there’s been a problem with the water, 
sewer here forever, for several years.  I encountered it in 1999.  But I’ve read several articles in 
the Clarion News since then about, they really didn’t know what was going on.  They were 
testing it.  They were monitoring it.  They were doing this.  It took me 2 hours to find out the 
problem.  And none of those citizens really know what it is.  So, it took me 2 hours, I called an 
engineer in Edinboro, Pennsylvania, who was the former engineer for the Clarion Area 
Authority.  And he outlined the whole thing for me.  Now maybe the newspaper will put this 
out for a change.  But the sewer line was installed around 1920.  Okay?  It was an integrated 
sewer line, in other words, it was a combination storm water sewage water line, or sewage line.  
Okay?  And you can put patches all around this town, but you’re not going to solve it.  Okay?  
Okay, so every building on Main Street and nearby, the Courthouse, the jail house, all the 
buildings, with all this storm water off the roofs and so forth are going into this sewer line.  
Okay?  And, on a normal day, okay, back up, our sewage treatment plant now, this is what I 
learned in 2 hours, but nobody’s ever listened to me, including this group, not this group of 
people, but another group of people, well I think Ms. Vavrek was here at one time.  But anyway 
the sewage treatment facility plant is set up for 1.75 million gallons per day.  An average day 
use is between .7 and .9 million gallons.  Now this is from the Northwest Pennsylvania 
Department Environmental Protection.  Okay?  You have a good rain storm, the amount of 
affluence or whatever you call it, it goes into sewage treatment facility down here, it goes as 
high as 5.7 million.  So, anything in excess of 1.75 million goes into the river in terms to raw 
sewage.  And, if you want to look at it, ride down to the river and when you get past George 
Wolf’s look over to the left of Toby Run and you’ll see a big brown spot there.  Okay?  Well I 
contacted a guy by the name of Steve Kaufman with the Northwest Pennsylvania Department 
Environmental Protection.  He was in the northwest, up in Meadville.  He was just a brand new 
guy, who apparently had just gotten his master’s degree from the University of 
 
President Vavrek: Can we shorten this up a little bit? 
 
Mr. Bender: Pardon? 
 
President Vavrek: Can we kind of shorten this up a little bit? 
 
Mr. Bender: Well let me tell you, Joanne, I came to this town 43 years ago.  And I’ve never, ever 
had any cooperation from the Council. 
 
President Vavrek: I know, but you’re off on another subject. 
 
Mr. Bender: So, I mean that’s fine.  I can only shorten it out, so Mr. Sherman, he can put it in his 
paper, and tell you the whole story.  Okay?  But 
 
President Vavrek: We still have, here on our agenda 



 
Mr. Bender: anyway, Kaufman up in Meadville was very interested in the project.  And then all 
of a sudden, it got shot out.  But all you guys, all the people right here, Clarion Area Authority, 
which the Borough is part of, okay?  So was Monroe Township,  
 
Unidentified Lady: Not any more. 
 
Mr. Bender: so was Clarion Township.  Well no more because they sold it to a private 
enterprise.  So, maybe they’ll fix it. 
 
Unidentified Lady: They’re working on it 
 
Mr. Bender: They can only fix it if they put a major storm sewer project down the alley of Merle 
Street, the alley behind, you know, so forth, come down Seventh Avenue, go down that area, 
go down the other end and pick up the college.  The college water is going into the sewer.  And 
there’s a direct violation, the Environmental Protection Agency, but nobody does it, because it’s 
all political.  You cover it up.  Okay, but anyway, that’s neither here, but that’s a fact, okay?  You 
know, I think the idea of this project, don’t get me wrong.  I think any time you improve the 
streets and the scenery and so forth, but I’ll tell you this.  You take 8’ of somebody’s property, 
you know, in front of these land, you affect the value of his property.  Okay?  There’s no way 
that you can say that you can’t.   And I’ve been a, I was a professional appraiser who did 
condemnation work.  Okay.  But anyway, that affects, but that’s fine.  But another thing that I 
didn’t see on this alternative, why not just make South Street one way. 
 
President Vavrek: We’ve been there.   
 
Mr. Bender: Huh? 
 
President Vavrek: We’ve already talked about that. 
 
Mr. Bender: Well it’s not on here.  And I wasn’t here.  So, why not make South Street one way?  
Okay?  And then make all the landlords who rent to students, okay, make them have parking off 
street. 
 
President Vavrek: You want cars in every yard down South Street? 
 
Mr. Bender: Hey, Ms. Vavrek, I own a property right over here. 
 
President Vavrek: I know you do. 
 
Mr. Bender: And there’s been proper parking there for years.  Okay?  In other words, if you 
make the people do what they’re supposed to do.  And you got zoning 
 



Mr. Cherico: Wait, wait, wait, good point here.  You guys, I mean we never hear any comments 
from you guys.  Two words from Sue, two words from Jason.  Do you guys think that the 
landlords could put parking in behind their properties?  Do you really think so Jason?  Do you 
know the landlords?  Curt Wray, he was back here earlier.  Is Curt still back there?  Do you 
think, I mean I want to hear you guys talking,  
 
Ms. Leonard: Joe,  
 
Mr. Cherico: do you think that these landlords can do this? 
 
Ms. Leonard: or Fred.  
 
Mr. Cherico: No, 
 
Ms. Leonard: Not all, well wait, not all of the properties, the parcels, not all of them have the 
right amount of setbacks and space 
 
President Vavrek: That’s right. 
 
Ms. Leonard: in order to protect everything to go along with the present zoning we have. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Okay, but Curt Wray owns, where the block where Ed Hopkins lives.  He owns the 
whole block, except for Ed’s property right there.   
 
Ms. Leonard: Right. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I was talking to him tonight. 
 
Ms. Leonard: Yea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: I said ‘Curt, how many parking places can you put in your parking place?’.  He said 
‘I could put 50 in if I wanted to’.  But he doesn’t own it now, it’s back to the Troeses’ that own 
it.  But we talked to them, they can put that in there.  Just like what we’re saying.  This project, I 
understand that you guys have to spend a lot of time on this project.  And I know, you know, 
that you want to move it on.  And that’s your position.  But what we’re saying as citizens right 
here, take the parking off for 6 months grace period, just take it off, and let these landlords, like 
what he’s saying, this guys had 45 years of being in Clarion, he’s done his property, take it off 
and just put the signs on there, and let’s just see what happens.  And you’re going to see that 
the problem is going to subside.  It’s not going to be a problem. 
 
Mr. Bender: Yea, well anyway, the project is just okay.  But what I understand, just, and this is 
my first meeting, I’ve been, I live in Raleigh, North Carolina, but guess what, I probably love 
Clarion, Pennsylvania, more than anybody sitting at that table. 
 



Mayor Estadt: I seriously doubt that. 
 
Mr. Bender: I love Clarion.  You know, I really do.  But anyway the point is, okay, you know, why 
not make it one street.  You know, the other thing I understand is if you take out Mr. 
Mazzocchi’s sidewalk, they’re not going to put it back in.  He has to do it.   
 
President Vavrek: I don’t think 
 
Mr. Bender: Is that correct, or not, I don’t know.  When the side, you know, and I don’t know, 
I’m just asking this, maybe Mr. Kopko, the side where you’re going to take the 8’, which is on 
the south side of South Street, correct?   
 
Mr. Kopko: No, it’s on the south side, 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay, you’re going to have to take out the sidewalk? 
 
Mr. Kopko: it’s on the south side of the road between Fifth and Sixth and on the north side of 
the road between Sixth and Eighth. 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay.  So, okay.  Sixth 
 
Mr. Kopko: And the sidewalk remains. 
 
Mr. Bender: Sidewalk remains? 
 
Mr. Kopko: The sidewalk is  
 
Mr. Bender: North side between Sixth and Eighth? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Yea. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: Yea, sidewalks aren’t coming out, sir. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well there’s, there’s about, it varies 
 
Mr. Bender: I would almost, I don’t know, I haven’t been down there for a few years, but I used 
to know Clarion pretty well though.  Between Sixth and Seventh, I would say that that’s not 
possible.  But that’s just a comment.  You know, you don’t make the citizens put the new 
sidewalks and stuff in or back.  And I think the handicap thing is okay.  But that, that jut out that 
you showed me there, I mean, you’re going to have people running over that nearly every day.  
You know, I think the idea is good.  But I think you really should consider one way.  You got to 
have two other one-way streets.  You got Liberty going that way and Wood going this way and 
it never creates a problem. 
 



President Vavrek: Mr. Bender, Mr. Bender 
 
Ms. Freenock: Could, if I, can I  
 
Mr. Bender: Yea, yea, go ahead. 
 
Ms. Freenock: here.  We did look at that actually and South Street is an evacuation route.  And 
if we made that one way, that would make Main Street the only east west route through town.  
So, that’s why Council decided not to do that. 
 
President Vavrek: Are you choosing to speak to your other issue? 
 
Mr. Bender: So, Main Street’s only east west street in town.  Wood Street’s used heavily. 
 
Ms. Freenock: So is Liberty. 
 
Mr. Bender: So is what? 
 
Ms. Freenock: So is Liberty. 
 
Mr. Bender: Well sure but people will get used to it.  You don’t have to disrupt everybody. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Well traffic around here has been a little hairy since South Street’s been closed.  
So, can you, that would just be every day, I’m not sure that tempers wouldn’t flare. 
 
Mr. Bender: But still, I think 
 
Mr. Cherico: Was there a study done, or what was the deal?  Who decided that the one way 
would not be a viable option? 
 
Ms. Freenock: Council did. 
 
Mr. Cherico: This Council.  It wasn’t an expert,  
 
President Vavrek: No, we talked with Ron about it, too.  We talked with Ron. 
 
Mr. Cherico: But was there any experts, other than, you know, you’re more on the construction 
side not on the traffic flow problem of municipalities. 
 
Mr. Kopko: Well the one way, there’s a couple reasons.  And if you look at it from points that 
they were talking earlier, if you make that one way, which direction do you make it one way?  I 
mean, you know, there’s, you have a choice of going either direction. 
 



Mr. Bender: Well you’d go, oh, excuse me, you’d go from the Greenville Avenue, Eighth Avenue 
to South Street, the opposite way of Wood Street.  I mean that’s a possibility.  I’m not saying 
you have to do that, but I think that would be a solution that you could look at, that you could 
keep the parking, and put new curbs and new pretty trees in, tear the trees out, I don’t care.  I 
got a couple down here, you can tear them out all day long.  And put me a nice new tree up 
there.  But anyway, as far as, you know, I think you could accomplish instead of upsetting all 
these people, I’ll tell you, if I was Sal Mazzocchi, I’d have my boxing gloves on.  And I’d have 
three attorneys here tonight. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: (Unintelligible). 
 
Mr. Bender: But anyway, anyway, no, I think there, consider one way.   
 
Mr. Kopko: It was considered one way.  As a matter of fact it was brought up during a Council 
Meeting. 
 
Mr. Bender: Hey another project that I might suggest, is instead of screwing up Wood Street 
out where your Borough Maintenance Department is, why didn’t you put it straight across and 
do it like it should have been.  No, you got to do one of these deals.  You know? 
 
President Vavrek: Do you still plan to speak about your reason for coming in the first place? 
 
Mr. Bender: Well I spoke about this sewage, okay? 
 
President Vavrek: Okay. 
 
Mr. Bender: And then the only other thing is, I got a notice from the Magistrate the other day, 
okay, that I didn’t pay my $50, okay?  Well, guess what, I didn’t get the damn notice. 
 
Ms. Lucas: I didn’t get one either. 
 
Mr. Bender: Yea.   
 
Ms. Leonard: That’s not on the agenda. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Yes, but I do want to say something.  I know it isn’t.  I didn’t get one either, but I was 
singled out and there was an article in the paper about me of not paying that. 
 
Mr. Bender: Yea, well, I mean.  They’d rather do that than this. 
 
Ms. Freenock: Council didn’t do that, the paper did that. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Somebody did.   
 



Mr. Bender: Joanne, Bob Ragon has that telephone number 
 
Ms. Lucas: It was in after I called the Borough Office.  It was in the Leader Vindicator that 
Clarion County Historical Society, along with its Director Mary Lea Lucas, faces charges for 
rental violations and we did not get it.  We did not get it. 
 
Ms. LaVan: But I’ll just state 
 
Ms. Lucas: And there were other people. 
 
Ms. LaVan: I’ll just state for the record though, for doing the invoices. Nothing came back.  So, 
we don’t know if the invoice goes out, we don’t know if the invoice goes out 
 
Mr. Bender: That’s possible. 
 
Ms. Lucas: You don’t know that. 
 
Ms. LaVan: I’m just saying we don’t know, if it doesn’t come back, we don’t know if you don’t 
get it.  And unfortunately, unfortunately, 
 
Mr. Bender: Last year I was in there to talk to you and Bob. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Okay. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Let me tell you one more thing about this.  If you don’t get it back, you don’t know if 
we get it. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Exactly. 
 
Ms. Lucas: If it’s that important, that you do not send a second notice, there is no second notice 
sent. 
 
Ms. LaVan: Exactly. 
 
Ms. Lucas: You have the right to give us a summons for every day that we don’t pay it.  If it’s 
that important to you, you better ensure that it comes to me with a certified, in a certified 
letter that I have to sign for, because I don’t get my mail a lot of times.  I get mail for the Parole 
Office and everybody else.  So, how do I know that that was ever sent?  And how do you know 
that it ever got there?  I didn’t, honestly, get that.   
 
Ms. Cherico: Nancy, or President Vavrek, can I ask why the other two Councilmembers didn’t 
come tonight? 
 
President Vavrek: I have no idea. 



 
Mayor Estadt: Dude Walters is out of town.  He’s on the job. 
 
Mr. Bender: Joanne, that’s it, I don’t really care about the $170.   
 
President Vavrek: Okay. 
 
Mr. Bender: It’s just the petty stupidity of this thing. 
 
Ms. Lucas: Well I didn’t get it either. 
 
Mr. Bender: All you got to do is call me.  Because Bob Ragon will tell you, how long have you 
known me, Bob?  How long you been zoning man. 
 
Unidentified Lady: Say too long. 
 
Mr. Bender: Too damn long, I know.   
 
Ms. LaVan: We can’t call.  We have a policy in place, we can’t call.  We’ve done the second 
notice, the third notice, the final notice, took all year to collect.   
 
President Vavrek: (Unintelligible) adjourn?   
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: First off, I do want to say that I want to see this project happen, okay.  
(Unintelligible) get through, I wanted to (unintelligible).  I don’t like the idea that you’re taking 
it all one side on one piece and one side on the other.  Neither did anybody else here felt it fell 
on deaf ears.  I also think that there were a whole lot of things that show that this was not, and 
Ron, I’m sorry to say this, but there was a lot of non-scientific things.  No one did a traffic study, 
did anybody even sit and count cars and write down how many cars went by at a certain time? 
 
President Vavrek: I think Ron did. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: You know that the study was that there was a lot of parking, cars parked on 
South Street at different times during the day.  That was (unintelligible) scientific words spoken 
here today.  Okay?  So, people are sitting here as opposed to the direction of Borough Council 
wants to go.  And I think that’s a correct statement that every citizen that was here is opposed 
to the direction that Borough Council wants to go. 
 
Unidentified Lady: No. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: With the exception of  
 
Mayor Estadt: Bernie.  What’s your alternative?  What is your, what is your 
 



Mr. Mazzocchi: Well you saw the alternatives, you know.  My personal alternative? 
 
Mayor Estadt: Yea.   
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: My personal alternative, go in and take 1½’ off each side, widen it that far, 
leave parking on one side or the other, new curbing.  We definitely need new curbing.  We have 
a, I have a major storm water issue that Ron’s aware of, and so is Borough Council, so is the 
Chief, because I’ve called 9-1-1 when the intersection floods to get a police officer down there 
to direct traffic and watch the traffic.  So that’ll be addressed.  Also, my personal desire, my 
personal suggestion would be 1½’ off each side.  Make it wide enough that the mirrors aren’t 
ever going to clang.  
 
Mayor Estadt: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: That traffic, I see more of it, I probably spend more waking hours at that road 
than anybody else who doesn’t stay at home, I’m in my office, while everybody else is away.   
 
Mayor Estadt: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: And it is so critically busy from Fifth to Sixth going to Boundary Street, 
 
Mayor Estadt: Um hum. 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: half the traffic goes there.  Comes out of there at the end of the day.  It needs 
done, it’s a great idea. 
 
Mr. Cherico: And why won’t you guys consider that, that option? 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi: That’s mine.  There’s seven others on the list here. 
 
Mr. Cherico: Who, who, but, but, why, why 
 
Mr. Mazzocchi:   Fred, let me say one more thing, I want to thank everybody for listening to me.  
I know I was a little harsh.  Thank you for that (unintelligible). 
 
Ms. Leonard: Well if you were told by Mr. Kopko in his presentation that by taking it from both 
sides, it’s much more expensive.  It is over the money, budget that we have from the CDBG 
money without raising taxes, without doing anything else 
 
Ms. Vavrek: So, we’d ruin trees on both sides. 
 
Ms. Leonard: And then it would cause harm to the trees on both sides instead of just one side 
as far as that goes. 
 



Mr. Bender: You’re just going to screw the one side, huh? 
 
Ms. Leonard: Yea, well. 
 
Mr. Bender: Mr. Kopko, if you ever take 
 
Mr. Kopko: Listen, just one 
 
Ms. Leonard: (Unintelligible)  
 
Mr. Bender: Why is it so, why is it so? 
 
Mr. Kopko: Listen to Ms. Leonard.  
 
Mr. Noto: She was speaking sir. 
 
Mr. Bender: Okay, I’m sorry.   
 
Ms. Leonard: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Bender:  Excuse me. 
 
Ms. Leonard: But it would, it would cost more a whole lot more money as you saw on the 
screen and it would harm the roots on trees on both sides of the street from, from Joe.  And it, 
it defeats a lot of other purposes besides just doing a little bit here and a little bit there.  We 
don’t have the money.  The bottom line is we don’t have the money to do it.  Are you willing to 
pay more taxes, to get everybody else in the Borough to pay more taxes, and our LM 
 
Mr. Cherico: Yes, I understand your LMI (unintelligible).  But you’re only taking, you’re only, 
you’re cutting into from the sides, you’re not 4’ down, you’re only going 2’ down and in.  So, 
that’s all we’re saying.  The trees where Mr. Glover said here he says they span out, they, the 
roots go down underneath there.  If you’re only skimming the surface, you’re taking just where 
the curb cut is 
 
Ms. Leonard: You’re still taking away from both sides.  You’re still cutting back quite a bit. 
 
Mr. Cherico: That’s understood, but you’re not digging down into the root structure of those 
trees. 
 
Mr. Glover: But you will be when you cut, when you cut that curb back, the additional 2’ along 
that street, you’re going to be cutting into the major roots of those big trees along that street. 
 
Mr. Noto: How deep does that curb go when you put the curb in, Ron, or anybody?  How deep 
does that go down? 



 
Mr. Kopko: Oh, it’s a 18”, 18” curb and they’ll go deeper down. 
 
Mr. Noto: So, foot and half it goes down, all right. 
 
Mr. Colosimo: And if I read the report correctly, sir, the most important roots lie within 6-12” of 
the surface.  So, we’re talking about an 18” cut.   
 
Mr. Glover: If you’re going 18, you’re going to be into one, over half the trees on that street 
have structural problems with the root systems as they’re standing now.  Most of those, I can 
give you the, I have the list, if anybody wants to look at the report, I got extra copies here.  If 
you want to see which tree’s on your street or you want to talk (unintelligible) I’d be more than 
happy to discuss the trees individually.  Tried to do everybody’s trees. 
 
President Vavrek: And on that note, I’d like to call for a motion to adjourn. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Hopkins with a second by Mr. Noto, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy K. Freenock 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 


