Clifton Heights Borough Council

Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2009
Present: 




Anthony Casadei, Council President 

Edward Martin, Council Vice President







Mario Alpini, Councilman







Betsy Berry, Councilwoman

Leona Papale, Councilwoman







Robert Penjuke, Councilman

Harris Resnick, Councilman (Arrived during Mayor’s Report)
Jane Tumolo, Councilwoman

Others Present: 



Joseph Kelly, Mayor

Bob Poole, Borough Manager







Frank Catania, Borough Solicitor

Tony Tartaglia, Code Enforcement
Pledge of Allegiance

Prayer Led By Mayor Kelly
Public Comment:

Frank Prendiville on behalf of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 614 Wilton Ave., Secane, PA, said that his congregation has been complaining about a drainage problem on Church Street for what he would estimate at about 15 years.  He said that after about 15 or 20 minutes of rain, they end up with a 2-3 foot wide stream, 1 to 3 inches deep, coming down the church side of Church Street.  He said that it makes it hard for the parishioners to get out of their cars because they can’t unless they get soaking wet.  He said that it has been so bad recently that the top layer of blacktop has actually come off, and you can see the 2nd layer of blacktop in several spots.  He said that it has created large holes and divots in the street and alongside the street, which are definitely a hazard to the congregation, especially since there are a lot of elderly and handicapped parishioners.  He said that he thinks that something must be done.  In dry weather, they have to deal with large holes and divots in the street.  In wet weather, they have a stream that they have to forge.  He said that it could be discouraging people from attending Church.
President Casadei said that he knows that they have been working on this for a few years and trying to find an answer for the problem, but he has no idea at this point.  He asked Mr. Prendiville to give his phone number to Mr. Poole so that they could provide him with a status update.

Mr. Prendiville said that right now he is concerned for the safety of the congregation because if somebody falls and trips, there could be a problem.  He said that since about 60% of the congregation is elderly, he would like the problem to be addressed as soon as possible.

President Casadei said that if he had signed up and included the issues he wanted to address, he could have had a better prepared answer for him.  He said that Mr. Poole will get back to him within the next couple of days.
Mr. Prendiville said that he also had some pictures that he would leave with Mr. Poole.  He said that his other issue was that the Borough told them that according to code all of the sidewalks had to be replaced because they were cracked and that their apron had to be repaired.  He explained that the apron is at the top of the driveway and it was explained to him that it had to be repaired because it was blacktopped over.  He said that they did what the Borough requested and re-did the apron in concrete, which has helped some of the water run off from going down the driveway.  He said that there are still 2 driveways on Church Street that have not been done.  He asked if they had to conform, does everyone on the street have to conform.

President Casadei said that to his knowledge everyone has to conform and asked Mr. Tartaglia to answer his question.

Mr. Tartaglia said that everyone has to conform.

Mr. Prendiville thanked Council.

Meeting Minutes:

A motion was made by Councilwoman Berry to accept the meeting minutes with any appropriate changes; seconded by Councilwoman Papale; and carried unanimously by a role call vote of 7-0.  (Alpini – yes, Berry – yes, Martin – yes, Penjuke – yes, Tumolo – yes, Papale – yes, Casadei – yes.)
Mayor’s Report:

Mayor Kelly asked everyone to be alert for the children going back to school since school would be back in session before the next Council Meeting.  He said that with the SEPTA lines being shut down, there would be additional buses on the roadways and urged caution.  He thanked Council members who attended last night’s meeting with SEPTA.  He said that the SEPTA presentation was very thorough and answered a lot of questions for residents.  He said that there would be an additional meeting with himself and the SEPTA representatives at the intersections where they will be placing the new traffic signals.  He said that the good news is that they are going to have up-to-date, modernized traffic signals on Broadway Ave., Penn St. & Berkley Ave., both streets that lack a signal right now.  He said that SEPTA left a huge amount of information that is available to residents at Borough Hall, including the bus routes and alternate routes.  He said that the line will re-open December 13th, only to reclose again completely from June to September 2010.  
Mayor Kelly congratulated the Clifton Heights PAL Senior baseball team for winning the Delco League Championship for the third year in a row.  He said that it is an example of a good job, not only in winning the championship, but in showing that the children are off of the street thanks to the PAL organization.  He thanked the PAL and Boys Club for keeping the children occupied.
Mayor Kelly asked residents and Council to dedicate September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.  He asked if they could pass the resolution now for the month of September and read the Proclamation: “Whereas, Ovarian cancer is called the “silent killer” because its symptoms are often vague or subtle; and whereas, Ovarian cancer is the 5th leading cause of cancer death among women and the leading cause of gynecologic cancer death in the United States; and whereas, each year, more than 22,000 Americans are diagnosed with the disease and approximately 16,000 die from it; and whereas, if detected in its early stages, survival from ovarian cancer is 90-95%.  Yet, the five-year survival rate for the disease is only 28%, because it is so difficult to detect early; and whereas, the Sandy Rollman Ovarian Cancer Foundation, Inc. is a local non-profit organization started in memory of Sandy Rollman who passed away from advanced ovarian cancer at the age of thirty-three by her nurse Robin Cohen and her sister Adriana Way, raises awareness of ovarian cancer, advocates for early diagnostic testing and more effective treatments, raises funds to advance ovarian cancer research, and wishes to remind the public that September is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month; and now, therefore, be it resolved that the Mayor and Council of Clifton Heights declare their support for the Sandy Rollman Ovarian Cancer Foundation’s Turn the Town Teal Campaign and proclaim September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.”

A motion was made by Councilman Martin to adopt this resolution; seconded by Councilman Penjuke; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Police Report:

A motion was made by Councilwoman Berry to approve the police report; seconded by Councilman Martin; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Fire Report:

A motion was made by Councilman Martin to approve the fire report; seconded by Councilwoman Tumolo; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Code Enforcement Report:

A motion was made by Councilman Martin to approve the code enforcement report as presented; seconded by Councilwoman Papale; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Treasurer’s Report/Bill List:

A motion was made by Councilwoman Berry to accept the treasurer’s report and pay the bills as funds become available; seconded by Councilwoman Martin.

Councilman Alpini asked where the accountant was.

President Casadei said that they were not in attendance.  He said that he made an administrative move.

Councilman Alpini said that he has been told by a couple legal Counsels and a former President of this Council that he does not have the authority to make that move, that his authority rests at running the meeting, that you have no special authority beyond that greater or lesser than any other member of Council.  He said that they have had both their Borough Engineer and Accounting Firm present at every meeting so that both residents and Council members can ask questions and get answers from them.  He said that without consulting everyone else, he made an executive move.
President Casadei said that he made an administrative move, not an executive move.  He said that he cleared it with the attorney.


Mr. Catania said that he did clear it with him.

Councilman Alpini asked if that was allowed and why he was getting two conflicting reports that it was not allowed.


Mr. Catania said that he could have the other person who gave him the other advice to come forward and he would be happy to discuss it with them publicly.  He said that the way to resolve the issue would be to put it to a vote right now.

Councilman Alpini said besides putting it to a vote that as fairness to the people who take their time off to come to the Council meetings and the policy that has been in place for the last 10 years that he has been a Councilperson, wouldn’t it be proper to have the Borough Engineer and Accountants here and present the same as the Code Enforcement and Police and Health Officer.  He asked if it wouldn’t be proper to have those people there as well.

Councilman Martin said that they did have them present on Thursday night.

Councilman Alpini said that Thursday night is not an announced Council meeting.

Councilman Martin said that it was.

Councilman Alpini said that it is not a Council meeting, it’s a Caucus meeting.


Mr. Catania said that it is a work session where people get into specific discussions on specific topics.

Councilman Alpini said that they are given this information on Thursday night, have the chance to review it Thursday through Tuesday, and come in Tuesday with questions ready to ask and discuss ourselves with our people, and they’re not here because one person decides to make an administrative move.


Mr. Catania said that it is an easily resolved issue, what does Council want to do and put it to a vote.

Councilman Alpini asked about the people.

Mr. Catania repeated that it was an easily resolved issue to put it to a vote.

Councilman Alpini made a motion that they go back to the way it has been for the last 10 years and require our Accountant and Engineer to be here, along with Code Enforcement and Police who are always present, at the Council Meetings; seconded by Councilman Penjuke.  The motion was denied by a role call vote of 2-6.  (Resnick – no, Alpini – yes, Berry – no, Martin – no, Penjuke – yes, Tumolo – no, Papale – no, Casadei – no.)
Councilman Penjuke said that all the strings are pulled.


Councilman Alpini said that he hoped everyone out there heard that tonight.
President Casadei said that the reason he made that the decision was made because at the Thursday meetings, they go 1-2-3 and are in and out.  When the Council Meetings arrive, they are prolonged with both the Engineer and the Accountant, and it drags the meeting on.  He said by doing it on Thursday night, they alleviate that problem.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they are in a hurry.

President Casadei said that they are not in a hurry but that on Thursday nights they are in and out.  He said that is why they have Thursday night Committee Meetings.

Councilman Alpini asked how they are supposed to have logical questions when they don’t get the packets until Thursday night.

President Casadei asked if he would like to get them on Tuesday night, that they could get them on Tuesday night.

Councilman Alpini said what if the good people of this town want to come and ask questions.
President Casadei said that the gentleman who spoke tonight had a question, but they couldn’t provide him with an answer because they didn’t know what he needed answered in advance.

Councilman Alpini said that they have been screwing around with that problem for 10 years.  He said that he would be the first one to say that if it was in the 3rd ward, it would have been done by now.

President Casadei said that he was glad he felt that way.  That it has been brought up.

Councilman Martin said that he’s been trying to get it addressed for fifty years.

Councilman Alpini said that it was “a crock of shit.”  He said that that street is disgusting.  That they want to go around and put tickets on people’s houses for cracked sidewalk blocks, but it is okay for people to trip up and down Church Street.  He said that it’s potholes from one end to the other, and he has been complaining about it since the day he got on this Council table.  He said that not a blessed thing has been done about it, that they haven’t even tried to patch it.  He said that there is no curb left, it is that bad.  He said that the apron between the curb and sidewalk is gone from the water washing it out.  He said that they aren’t doing anything about it.  He said that when you come up Springfield Rd. with a heavy rain, by the time you get to Harrison Ave., the water is clean into Mr. Bush’s side yard.  He said that they have done absolutely nothing about that.  He said that yet they have the audacity to come to them at the last minute and try to push through a “friggin’” H2O grant last January and hide it by telling them that it’s a $350,000 grant, and they have to find out that it’s actually a $700,000 project to fix a water problem that doesn’t exist.  He said it is “a bunch of horse shit.”
Councilman Penjuke said that he has a question on the bill for $2,200 tree removal on Chester Ave.  He said he would like to know who paid that.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he okayed that.

Councilman Penjuke asked him under what premise he okayed it.


Mr. Tartaglia explained that the money did not come out of the general fund, but came out of money held by the Code Enforcement Department for emergency situations, in the same way that they board up houses and cut the grass and lean the property and get the money back.

Councilman Penjuke asked if this was going to be leaned.

Mr. Tartaglia said that this one actually occurred because the property, the Willows, is in the process of refinancing.  He said that they have been down there three times a week, actively trying to get them to clean up all of their violations.  He said that when they got to the trees, they were negotiating directly with them.  He said how exactly this occurred is that their attorney, not in Philadelphia, asked for assistance in getting estimates to take trees down.  He said that M&G had just done a job for the Borough at Harrison & Walnut, so he asked Mike to go over and take a look at the trees and tell him what they would cost because in the meantime, they had negotiated with him for Diamond Street Park.  He said that he provided a very reasonable price for that, while taking 7 trees down and trimming 5 more, the $5,000 that Council authorized.  He said that he asked him to look at the trees at the Willows and give him an idea of cost.  He said that he called him from the site and said that it will cost about $1,100/tree, but the 1 tree that he was looking at had a base of the tree that was smaller than the trunk.  He told him that if he picked at the tree, it was just disintegrating as he stood there.  Tony said that he went over there to meet him and that literally if the girth of the tree was 2 ½ to 3 feet, 5 feet off the ground, the base of the tree was a good foot smaller.  And the roots were completely gone.  He said that he called the attorney from the Willows back and said that they were going to take the trees down, but they were going to negotiate who was going to pay for them.  He could not leave the trees up, and he did authorize it but not out of general funds.  He said that it comes out of the same money that they recycle every time that they have to do a job, the same money they used to clean out 120 Berkley.  He said that is the operation that they do.
Councilman Penjuke said that he thinks that this occurred prior to the last Council meeting and that they were never notified.  He asked if he could do whatever they want.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he did not do anything he wanted.  He said that he just explained that this is a condition that was adversely affecting the neighborhood, and once it was called to his attention as trees that were imminently dangerous, they gave the authorization to bring it down.  He said that he does not need authorization to board up 120 Berkley Ave. after a fire.  He said that they have already given him that authorization by giving him the position of Code Enforcement.
Councilman Penjuke said that this is a little different because this has been going on for a couple of years.  He said that they have had other trees that had to come down that he is in charge of, and they had to go through a lot of hoops.  He said that they have a lot more trees that have to come down too, but they didn’t have the money to do that, but they have $2,200 to take trees down where months before that they couldn’t take any trees down, but these trees come down anyway.

Mr. Tartaglia said that this money did not come out of the general fund.  He said that this money gets paid out and then gets paid back by someone.  He said that this is not costing the taxpayers money.  He said that he does not have the authority to spend taxpayers’ money.  He was given the authority to spend $5,000 on Diamond Street Park.  He said that this money is recouped.

Councilman Alpini asked if the same fund was available for him to take down the hazardous trees at Harrison and Walnut.

Mr. Tartaglia said that trees at Harrison & Walnut have an estimate.  He said that they have a writ of process, which they have already notified the owner of the building by certified letter that Code Enforcement was made aware of the condition by an arborist and had a 2nd arborist go out, and they have estimates for the 2 trees at Harrison & Walnut.  He said that when that runs its course, and it gets to the point where the property owner does not make a move.  It does go on for a long time with things like trees.  He said that they don’t instantly go out there and try to fix someone’s problem.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they have anything at all in Code about trees.

Mr. Tartaglia said no.

Councilman Penjuke said that there is nothing in there that has anything to do with a law about trees.

Mr. Tartaglia said that there is also nothing in there that tells him that he has to board up a vacant house when there are kids getting in there at night, either.

Councilman Penjuke said that he is asking about trees now.  He asked if there was anything in there about trees.


Mr. Tartaglia said absolutely not.

Councilman Alpini asked if he could use that same authority to take those trees down tomorrow.


Mr. Tartaglia said that it is not authority.  He said that it is a system of notifying the people who they believe are responsible, writing them citations, taking them to court, going through all the steps until they have no moves left, and that is why it takes so long to get some of those things done.

Councilman Alpini asked if that was done for the two trees on Chester Ave.

Mr. Tartaglia said yes and that the reason it happened right now is because they [the Willows] now need something from the Borough.  They need Certificates of Occupancy because they are now refinancing the building.

Councilman Alpini asked why they didn’t take it down.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he just explained that.  The attorney is in upstate New York, and he asked them if they could help out and get them a couple of estimates to see what the package would be because they had thoughts that this was an 8 or $9,000 problem.

Councilman Alpini said that instead of them paying the bill, why don’t they just take that bill out of their folder and send it to New York.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they could do that.

Councilman Alpini said good, let’s do that, let the New York guys pay it.  He said if have that set up, then they’re clean, and it doesn’t involve us at all.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they could do that, but what you would be doing is damaging your relationship with the company by making him think that you’re not going to pay him every time you call him out.  But that they have every right in the world to send the bill to New York.

Councilman Alpini asked him if he just said that the New York people authorized him to make a deal with these people.

Mr. Tartaglia said yes.

Councilman Alpini said that he doesn’t understand why they wouldn’t want to pay their bill right away.

Mr. Tartaglia said that because people don’t.  He said that people do not pay their bills and that is why they write citations.  He said that is why they have to go through all these steps to get something accomplished.

Councilman Alpini said that then they would hold the U&O.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they were going to hold the U&O until the deal is done.  He said that it is not just the trees.  He said that they have units that they have had people in year after year, that they have gotten dirtier and dirtier.  And they finally sat them down and said, “This one, this one and this one, these people have to leave.  You have to evict these people before we’ll give you the U&O.  You have to take the mold out of this unit.  You have to clean it, certify it, rebuild it, before you get a U&O.”  He said that this is the operation that they go through all the time, that this is the long system it takes to get something accomplished.

Councilman Alpini said that both those trees are Willows property.

Mr. Tartaglia said that as far as we now they are.
Councilman Penjuke asked if it was surveyed to know for sure.

Mr. Tartaglia said no.

Councilman Penjuke said that they really don’t know if it is Willows property.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they don’t know.  He said that there are only 2 places that it could be – it could be Willows or it could be Borough.

Councilman Penjuke asked why it would be Borough.

Mr. Tartaglia said because they have a cul-de-sac down the end, so that from the center point of that cul-de-sac, they have a certain right of way that goes all around the cul-de-sac.

Councilman Penjuke said that here we go with that right of way thing.  He asked if the right of way wasn’t just so that we could open the road up or something.  He asked if it wasn’t discriminatory to have to figure out what they’re going to do.  He said that the lady up the street from him had to take her wall down because it was in the right of way but everyone else has retainer walls and fences all the way out to their sidewalks, which is closer to 6 or 9 feet away from the curb so it doesn’t matter.  He asked if that was a discriminate law that they were going to pick up and put down whenever they want to.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he does not discriminate with anyone.  He asked if Councilman Penjuke thought that “he would put his certification and his livelihood on the line for a stupid ass tree.”

Councilman Penjuke said that he doesn’t know if it belongs to them or us or who it belongs to.

Mr. Tartaglia said that it could only belong to one of 2 entities.  He said if it belongs to the Willows, they get the money back.

Councilman Penjuke said that how come with all the complaints that they have had over the years, nothing was ever done.  He asked how many times they complained about that tree.  He said that Councilman Martin complained about it himself and never could get anything done.

Councilman Martin said that it has been in the process.


Councilman Penjuke said that it has not been in the process for 5 years.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he just answered that question.  He said that the Willows now want something from us.  He said that when people don’t want something from you, you have to force them to do it.  He said that all that they can do is write a criminal summary, which takes them into court.  He said that they would have to go in to get some other kind of injunctive relief for a tree.  He said that they can punish people for not doing something, but they need the Court System to force them to do it, unless of course, they need something.
Councilman Penjuke said that what he is saying is that in 5 years, they have never written up the Willows.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they have written up the Willows and been in Court with the Willows 20 odd times over the past few years.

Councilman Penjuke said that is for their properties and inspections.

Mr. Tartaglia said that in this case once they decided that they needed their certification in order to refinance the building, they saw the opportunity to make a deal with them and have them pay for something that is either us or them.

Councilman Alpini asked if they could apply that law and crank up the heat on Harrison & Walnut.

Mr. Tartaglia said that it is very clear that Harrison & Walnut is private property.  He said that they have the estimates and they’ve already done the notifications – primary notification to the homeowner that they have done a preliminary inspection and those trees are in danger.

Councilman Alpini said that if they now know that they are dangerous or hazardous and they’ve had 2 of our arborists confirm that, does the Borough now need to go over there and post some caution tape in the area so that they don’t have another tree crushed and have Joe Kelly out there at midnight trying to get people’s cars out from under crushed trees.

Mr. Tartaglia said that Mike said that the trees are hazardous and need to be removed at some point, but he did not give them the imminently dangerous tag.  He didn’t say that it was a today problem.  He said that it could happen right now in the rain, but that’s an expert saying that they’re dangerous, they should be removed, but we have to go through all of the steps of notification to try and get the homeowner to do this.

Councilman Alpini said that he doesn’t want to get into the situation where, as Mr. Catania said, that now that they know about it, they’re liable.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they’re not liable, they’re notifying him.  He asked Frank if he was wrong there.

Mr. Catania said that he is not giving legal advice to Council in public.  He said that we’re digging the hole, and he is not going to help dig it deeper.

Councilman Alpini said that they have had a couple cars crushed and thank God that no one got hurt.  He said that they have notice that they have some sort of a dangerous situation.  He asked if they had to go any further, caution tape off an area.  He said that he’s worried about getting people hurt.  He said that he understands that one of those trees is actually leaning towards another property.  He said that he is not an arborist or in the tree business, but that if he’s had 2 people in the business already tell him that there is a problem, what do they have to do next.

Mr. Tartaglia asked if he was asking his opinion.

Councilman Alpini said yes.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he had already done it.  He said that he started the process of notifying the resident of the problem, giving him the information that they have, and trying to push the resident to solve the problem.


Mr. Catania said that after looking at what the arborist told us, that he is comfortable with what Tony has done.  He said that not only have they done everything that they have to do, they have done everything that they should do.  He said that he thinks that they need to continue to go through the process because it is private property.  He said if the arborist were to change his opinion and increase the degree of danger, then they would do something different.  But at this point, he has not said that there is an imminent problem.
Councilman Resnick asked if they could speed up the process on that house.

Mr. Tartaglia said that the next step was to wait for the designated period of time and then to write the citation.  He said that it is the same process they go through.

Councilman Resnick asked if the citation had been written up.

Mr. Tartaglia said no because the time period allotted for him to respond has not expired.

Councilman Resnick asked how much time was left.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he did not know off the top of his head.  He said that it was a 60 day time period from when they sent the initial certified, but he doesn’t know when that was actually received.

Councilman Resnick asked if they could do this as fast as possible.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they try to get it done as fast as possible.  He said that there is nothing that he can physically do to speed the process up.

President Casadei said that there is a certain legal procedure that they have to follow, and he must do it that way unless it is deemed an emergency.

Councilman Penjuke said that now that they brought everything up to this point, he said that he is still galled by the right of way issue.  He said that in other words we are saying that every property in Clifton Heights within 6-9 feet that has a tree that is going to fall down or could fall down, then we’re just responsible for it.

Mr. Catania said no.

Councilman Penjuke said that he doesn’t understand.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he already explained it.

Councilman Penjuke asked what he explained that it was between 6 and 9 feet from the thing, so it’s ours.  He said that they have a lot of trees within the Borough.

Councilwoman Berry asked if it would be possible to have the arborist back in town after a couple of storms to follow up on the trees to take a look and see if there are any changes.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he was there on 7/17, so it has only been a month.  He said that at the end of September beginning of October, he might be able to reasonably say that they would look at them again.  He said that it has only been 30 days.
Councilman Alpini said that he was confused on the God darn right of way thing.

Mr. Casadei said that if he would like to have a discussion about the Borough’s legal obligations, that he would be happy to do that in Executive Session.  He said that he feels that is prudent to protect the taxpayers of the Borough.  He said that if after the Executive Session, he feels the need to make public announcements, he would be within his rights to do so.  He said as the Borough’s attorney, he has the obligation to request to discuss the Borough’s legal obligations in Executive Session first.
Councilman Alpini asked if the idea was that we have a right of way that extends 9 feet past the curb line.

Mr. Tartaglia said that they would have to look at the recorded deed for the particular property.  Every one of the streets has a right of way.
Mr. Catania said that they may have been given a drainage easement or an easement for a private road or public road.

Councilman Alpini said that pretty much when Warner West Development came back in.

Mr. Tartaglia said that whatever it was, whatever the development, they would have filed the site plan, which would have shown the individual property and from the point where that property meets, the Borough has a right of way.  He said that it could be different and anywhere from 32 feet to 50 feet.

Councilman Alpini said that that was done back then so that if they ever decided to widen the street or narrow the street, they had that built-in without getting into too much legal trouble.  He asked if he understood that correctly about the right of way.


Mr. Tartaglia said that it would be for any purpose that they need.

Mr. Catania said that it could be used for the placement of utilities & water lines, among other things.  He said that the practices have changed over the years as far as what Boroughs were willing to accept and what builders are willing to give.  He said that it’s very different now and that you would see in a lot of newer communities that the Township won’t actually accept dedication of the road but force the builder to keep the road private for these kinds of issues.

Councilman Penjuke said that his next question was about the mice thing.  He asked if they were still paying for them because he thought that they stopped paying for them.

President Casadei asked Tony if he knew about that.

Mr. Tartaglia said that he did not authorize the mice thing.

President Casadei asked Mr. Poole if he could look into that.

Mr. Poole said that he knows that they had just recently received complaints again.  He said there was a time period where they had stopped, but they had just received complaints because he was speaking to him on another matter and brought up to him about the mice coming back again.

Councilman Penjuke asked if it would be possible to extend that through the whole Borough.

Mr. Poole said that he couldn’t answer that.

Mayor Kelly asked if he had a mice problem.
Councilman Penjuke said that he had a couple people ask him about that and he told them that the homeowners are usually responsible for that themselves.

Mayor Kelly said that he would have them call the Borough Manager and let him know their location if they are back on call again.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they were doing the parks now and taking the rubber out and putting woodchips in.

Mr. Poole said that they have a so-called expert coming in to take a look at the parks and see what they can put in there, before they take anything out.  He said that would be part of the community service, to have them remove and place the new surface down.

Councilman Penjuke said that there is a $1,500 bill for mulch.

Mr. Poole said that that is other mulch, he said that is not for those rubberized areas but specifically places where the mulch already was.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they were having someone come in to check the rubber.

Mr. Poole said that they had been in touch with him and he was a specialist and wanted to take a look at what they had and then give them some ideas of what they could put in there.

President Casadei asked if it was the same person who put the rubber chips in.

Mr. Poole said that it was not.

I told President Casadei that we still needed a role call vote to approve the bills.

Councilman Alpini said that he had some questions.  He said that we were paying Kelly & Close $1,693.50 for bulletproof vests.  He asked if that was just to draw up the bid package or if that was to actually buy the vests.

Mayor Kelly said that was part of the grant application that is going to be reimbursed by the grant for the bulletproof vests.  He said that they just had to put the specs together.

Councilman Alpini asked if we paid him almost $1700 to put the specs together.

Mayor Kelly said yes.  He asked the Chief if the engineer had to draw up the specs to get us the grant.

Chief Senkow confirmed that he did.

Councilman Alpini said wow, it cost us almost $1700 to draw up with the specs.  He said that he was in the wrong business.  He continued that there was also a $417.10 bill for a Madison Ave. storm sewer.  He asked anyone if anyone knew what that was.

Councilman Martin asked if it was to study it or repair it.

Councilman Alpini said that it doesn’t say, just the price.

Councilman Martin said that they are doing work on sewers on Madison and Cherry.

Councilman Alpini said that there was another one for $779.50 for Church and Baltimore is all it says.  He said that there is another one that is pretty explanatory $111 for a sinkhole on Cherry Street.  He said that there is then another $111 for a sinkhole on Broadway.

Councilwoman Berry asked if the one on Madison Ave. where the silt got in.

Councilman Martin said that was on Chester Ave.  He said that this one, they had to replace the whole inlet, there wasn’t anyway to clean it out.

Councilman Alpini asked if that was on Madison.  He said that they did one on Cherry.

Councilman Martin said that it was on the corner of Cherry & Madison.  He said that was too cheap for that.  He said that he would assume that would have to be engineering fees or something.

Councilman Alpini said that this is another reason why he thinks it would be good to have the engineer and accountant here so that they can get some more educated answers.

Councilman Martin said that the bills were here and asked Mr. Poole if he could look that information up.  He said that the bill will answer the question.
Councilman Alpini said that there is another one there that he can’t figure out that just says $2,852.10 for NPDES.

Mr. Catania said that was for National Pollution Discharge…

Councilman Alpini asked if that was for more paperwork.

Councilman Martin said that was for their MP3 program for storm water.

Councilman Alpini said that they paid Leitzell & Economidis $3,600.  He asked if that was 12 times a year or every 4 weeks.

Mayor Kelly said that they were the Council people.  He said that they look at the budget and pass the budget, and now he is asking questions about the budget.

Councilman Alpini said that he doesn’t know either then.

Mayor Kelly said that he does know because he pays attention.

Councilman Alpini asked if he would care to share that information.

Mayor Kelly said no.  He said that he is the Councilperson and he should research and know that.

Councilman Alpini asked if anyone knows what the $290 for Adorante Electric for an exhaust fan.

Mr. Poole said that was for the police.

Councilman Alpini asked who Wright Express was.

Mr. Poole said that they are our gas service.  They provide all our gas.

Councilman Alpini asked if we did anything about getting some part-time help so that they don’t have to continue using Labor Ready.  He said that on 7/13, they have $1,100.50.  7/17, $362.70 and quite a few others in there for Labor Ready.  He said that it seems to him that they should be able to get a part-timer with all the unemployment in Clifton to fill in for vacation help or call outs to save the Borough the profits that he is sure Labor Ready is making.  He asked if they could get some sort of movement on that.  He asked who was in charge of that.  He asked if Mr. Poole would be in charge of personnel.
Councilman Martin said that it would be Mr. Poole.

Mayor Kelly asked Mr. Poole if he had any applications for summer help.

Mr. Poole said that he did.

Mayor Kelly asked if he wanted to present them to the Board in an Executive Session.

Councilman Martin asked why they would want to do that if summer was over.

Councilman Alpini said that if they could develop a list of part-timers who would be available.  He said that he is sure that there are other reasons that Mr. Poole calls Labor Ready, like scheduled vacations, call-outs, whatnot throughout the whole course of the year.  He said that he thought the Borough could save money if they developed their own labor pool.
Mayor Kelly said that although he was unauthorized to speak, he had some questions as a resident.  He asked how many hours the part-time work or summer help works when they are hired in the summer.

Councilman Penjuke said that they work 20 hours a week.

Mayor Kelly asked if he verified their time sheets.  He asked if Labor Ready was only working 20 hours.

Councilman Martin said that they don’t fall under that regulation.

Councilman Alpini said that they were able to bring in more than one person from Labor Ready on any given day.

Mayor Kelly said that his question is that when they bring in Labor Ready, how many days a week are they paid.

Councilman Penjuke said that the deal is that one person is not allowed to work over 16 or 20 hours.

Mayor Kelly said that is the part-time help that they hire but that Labor Ready has their own contracts.  He repeated that his question was how many hours a week do those men work.

Councilman Penjuke said that his understanding was that they weren’t allowed to work more than 16 hours per week.

Mayor Kelly asked if that meant even Labor Ready.

Councilman Penjuke said one person.

Mayor Kelly asked Mr. Poole if that was the case with Labor Ready.  He asked if they got paid for 5 days.

Mr. Poole said that they get paid equal to the number of hours they worked during those 5 days.  He said that they are clocked in through Labor Ready for a 7am start until whenever.
Mayor Kelly asked if they need them on Wednesdays.

Mr. Poole said no.

Mayor Kelly asked if they bring them in on Wednesdays.

Mr. Poole said no, that most cases it is usually Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.

Councilman Alpini asked if they were basically used for vacation replacement.

Mr. Poole said that is basically what it is for right now, vacation replacement.  He said that the 2 invoices in front of them right now were for that.

Councilman Alpini said that he is just thinking as Council they should try to look at some ways to save some money.  He said that they could give the opportunity to some Clifton people or to any local people to get some kind of a staff available.  Ask if anyone is unemployed, would they come in for a day or two to fill in for vacation help.  He said that he is sure that they could get some local kids cheaper than from Labor Ready.

Councilwoman Berry said that the kids are going to be going back to school shortly.

Councilman Alpini said that with unemployment as high as it is right now, they might be able to find quite a few workers.  He said that he has had quite a few people coming to him looking for work.

Councilwoman Berry said that would be fine if it’s something that they really thought was feasible, but that they would have to make sure that the hours are checked, that they don’t go over 32 hours per week.


Councilman Penjuke said that it has to be less than 32 hours under the union contract.

Councilwoman Berry said that once they hit that point, they have themselves a new, full-time person.

Councilman Martin said that it had to be under 20 hours.  He continued and said that as much as he understands and agrees with Councilman Alpini about hiring people from the town, it is not something that has ever worked before.  He said that they have had nothing but trouble, and it only started to work well when they got hooked up with Labor Ready.  He said that it not actually as expensive as it looks because Labor Ready is X amount of dollars, while the Borough’s rate would be a couple of dollars less, they would also have to pay Social Security, Worker’s Comp, and all those additions.
President Casadei asked about a County program that allowed the Borough to pay for 4 days, while they paid for one.

Councilman Martin said that they stopped that program.

Councilman Alpini said that they have another bill number 5039 for the Clifton PAL for $178.  He asked if that was for a reimbursement for something.

Councilman Martin said that was for a foul ball that went through someone’s windshield.  He said that they reimbursed the PAL for what it cost for them to pay for the damage.

Councilman Alpini said that the insurance would cover that.

Mr. Poole said that they have a $500 deductible.

Councilman Alpini said that Kelly & Close showed up again for $171 for that Madison Ave. storm sewer.  He said that this one was $2,238.08 for something at Church & Baltimore.

Mr. Poole said that is to do the drainage study at Church & Baltimore.

Councilman Alpini asked if that was the booklet that they received.

Mr. Poole said that is in addition to that.  He said that Council authorized him to take the next step to make that project shovel ready.  He said he is now taking the report that he had from this past year and moving to the next step.

Councilman Alpini said that the $2,890 for the trees to come off the crushed cars on Harrison Ave.

Mr. Poole said that was passed along to the insurance company.

Councilman Alpini asked if our insurance company would go after the property owner or whoever to get that back.

Mr. Poole said that was correct.

Councilman Alpini asked about the R. Johnson & Sons, the emergency board up service over at the apartments.

Mr. Poole said that was the board up Tony was speaking about earlier.

Councilman Alpini asked if the Economic Development Committee would pay them back for that.

Councilwoman Berry said that is something that she thinks that they should pass on to the Economic Development Committee.  She said that they discussed this Thursday night.


President Casadei said that if they authorize someone to do the work, they have to pay them.  They can’t say that someone does the work, and we’ll pass along the bill.  He said that they have to pay the bill and then try to recoup it.

Councilman Alpini said Labor Ready again for another $1,500.  He said that he wished that they had J.P. Kelly here because they have it again $747.35 for sanitary sewers but it doesn’t say why.

Councilwoman Berry said that she would pull out all of the bills for Councilman Alpini after the meeting so that he could look at them.

Councilman Martin said that was probably for the end of the grouting that was done.

Councilman Alpini said that the grouting is really confusing him because they spent $37,892.27 for Tri-State Grouting.  He asked what the hell they needed grouted for $37,000.
Mr. Poole said that is part of the I&I program.  He said that was the last part of the I&I, which is the infiltration program.  He said that was the last part of the program to televise and repair the line.

Councilman Alpini asked if he had an itemized list of what all was televised and grouted for that $37,000.


Mr. Poole said that J.P. would surely have it.

Councilman Alpini said that this did not go to J.P. but went to Tri-State Grouting.  He said he guesses that they billed us directly.

Mr. Poole said that they send it through the engineer, the engineer approves it, brings it to Council, and that is the process.

Councilman Alpini said that there is another $2,700 in there to J.P. Kelly, he guesses for the I&R program.  He said that he guesses that was for him to supervise or engineer the grouting and television that cost him $37,000.

Mr. Poole said that was part of that package.

Councilman Alpini said that they had another $23,700 to Winter Ford.  He said that he guesses we bought another police car.

Mayor Kelly confirmed that we did.

Councilman Alpini said that the process used to be that it would come up at Council and they would look into if they really needed to replace that car or not.  He asked if that was not the process anymore that now if it is budgeted they just go ahead and get it and it never comes before Council.

Councilwoman Berry said that it was budgeted once a year because they have to rotate the cars because they are very heavily used.  She said it has always been that way.

President Casadei said that as far as all the bills that come in, they are scrutinized two ways – by the Borough Manager who looks at the bills and makes sure that he has a bill for it and a PO before he sends it to the financial advisors.  Then the financial advisors look over the bills and verify the bills.  He said that there are two sets of people verifying the bills.  He said that he is sure no one is stealing money and that there is a reason for everything that is done.

Councilman Alpini said that he is sure too and that he is sure that we have the finest accounting in the world from Leitzell & Economidis and that they do an excellent job, and he would never question their accounting and whether it is right or wrong.  But as a Councilperson who gets asked questions on the street from his constituents, it would be nice to know where this money is going.  And it would be nice to know that maybe we have approved some of these things before the money is spent.

President Casadei said that he has been on Council for 8 years and hasn’t had one person ask him why they paid a particular bill.

Councilman Alpini asked what happened to the old police car.

President Casadei said that they sold one of the cars.

Councilman Alpini asked if the one that they just replaced was sold.

Councilwoman Berry said that she didn’t know which one it was but that it was one of the old ones.

President Casadei said that there was a motion on the floor to accept and pay the bills.

The motion to accept and pay the bills was carried by a role call vote of 6-2.  (Resnick – yes, Alpini – no, Berry – yes, Martin – yes, Penjuke – no, Tumolo – yes, Papale – yes, Casadei – yes.)

Councilwoman Berry asked Mr. Poole if he could contact someone from the Economic Development Committee so that they could forward that bill that they discussed.

Engineer’s Report:

A motion was made by Councilman Martin; seconded by Councilwoman Berry.

Councilman Alpini said that he guesses that they can’t question the Engineer either.

Councilwoman Berry and President Casadei both said that they did that on Thursday night.

Councilman Alpini said that they didn’t get the report until Thursday night.

President Casadei said that if he was here tonight, they wouldn’t have gotten the report until tonight because he doesn’t normally give it to them on Thursday.  He asked what the difference was.

Councilman Alpini said that if he was here he could ask him questions.  He said that he had a question to ask him about Fairview Ave. from Walnut St. to Diamond St. on the left hand curb there is anywhere from 1 feet to 2 feet of missing blacktop on the entire left side.  He said that it looks like maybe years ago somebody might have replaced that curb and not replaced the blacktop.  He asked if that qualified for that pothole repair that he put into the scope and if they could maybe fix that 1 to 2 feet down the side.

President Casadei said that he should have asked that on Thursday night when the Engineer was here.

I explained that on meeting minutes in the past he had asked that question and the Engineer had told him that would be a possibility.

Councilman Penjuke said that he had a question on the grant that they are getting or not getting and asked if they had heard about the H2O grant yet that they were supposed to hear about in July.

Mr. Poole said that he thinks that J.P. had heard back, but he was unsure what it was.

Mayor Kelly said that he thinks that they were turned down.

Mr. Poole said that it was only partial if it was anything, it would have been a very minimal amount.

Councilman Penjuke said that we wouldn’t be going forward with that Madison Ave. project then.

Mr. Poole said that he believes that he is going to present a recommendation once he has had a chance to go back and review.

Manager’s Report: 

Mr. Poole said that the 2009 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Annual Report and the Borough is implementing programs to address the six specific control issues of the Pennsylvania DEP MS4 Program.  He said that the Borough must obtain a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit as the owner/operator of a Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System in an urbanized area.  These permits are issued by the DEP and require that the Borough report its implementation activities each year.  He said that they are going to meet on a weekly basis to go over this and make sure that they are doing what they have to do so that when the report is filed, they are ready to go.
Councilwoman Berry asked if there was a charge for the permit.

Mr. Poole said not that he was aware of.  He said that right now they are on a 5 year schedule.  He said that they were supposed to be up for the permit last year, but they extended it one year to this year, and it looks like that they’re probably going to extend it again.  He said that as a result they have not had to reapply.  He said that it might come up, but he doesn’t believe that there is any dollar value attached to it.

Mr. Poole continued that last week Bradley Sweeping completed the street sweeping cleaning of all the Borough streets.  He thanked all the residents who cooperated with the Borough’s request to remove their vehicles from the street on the designated cleaning day.  He said that the main benefit of the street cleaning is to remove the debris and litter from the roadways and prevent pollutants from entering the waterways.  He said that as he talked about with the annual report, completing the street cleaning is recognized as a best management practice and will be included as part of the annual report to the State.

Mr. Poole continued that the Borough continues to discuss ways to improve existing recycling collection efforts.  He said that a campaign is under way that will include the purchase of new recycling bins for the separate curbside collection of aluminum, bi-metal cans and clear glass.  This will include the distribution of magnets to homeowners with pertinent recycling information and affixing recycling signs to the sides of the trash trucks to remind residents of the importance of recycling.
Councilwoman Berry asked if we had any kind of paper pickup recently and where they stood with that.

Mr. Poole said that the last pickup was probably about 3 weeks ago and that right now it wasn’t filling up quite like the last time around.  But that for the last 2 or 3 months they’ve been around, if not over 3 tons.  He said that there has been a resurgence.

Councilwoman Berry asked if there were any further issues with cardboard.

Mr. Poole said that you could see some in there, but it was nothing like before and they had not received any reports on it.

Councilwoman Papale said that she just put some paper in the bin now, and she is not sure if it something that can be changed but the trash truck was parked right by the bin.  And dirty water is running off and going right down the path to the bin.  She said that she really hesitated wanting to step through it with her shoes and then having to take those shoes into her house.  She asked if there was anything that could be done to move the trucks.  She said that she understands that it might just be a summer thing.  She said that she just thought it might deter some people from putting the paper in there if they had to step through the dirty water.

Mr. Poole said that he would mention it to the guys.

Mr. Poole said that his last piece of information was that Chief Senkow informed him today that the Office of the District Attorney has received notice that the JAG Recovery Grant application submitted by Clifton Heights has been approved by the Department of Justice.  He said that the program is administered by the District Attorney’s office, with Delaware County doing the distributing of the funds.  Clifton Heights was identified as eligible to apply for funding from the Recovery Act Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $29,906.  The funds have been allocated for personnel expenses and supplies.  The award notice has been placed on the Delaware County Council’s agenda for September 1st, and the Chief has been invited by the District Attorney to attend the meeting along with representatives from other communities.  He said that they had discussed this before when they signed the inter-municipal agreement with the County, hoping that they would get the funding.  It has been approved  by the Department of Justice and now it is just a matter of getting the information from the County about what they have to do to actually spend this money.
President Casadei asked if it was correct that we got the full amount that we applied for.

Mr. Poole said that the Government came to us and said to us that we were eligible for that $29,000 and that is what we got.

Councilwoman Berry asked to confirm that this was not for the police officer.

Mr. Poole said that this was separate.  He said that this was recovery money from the Federal Stimulus and based on certain criteria that the government had, they determined that we were eligible for $29,000 of the funding.  And this is the awarding of that funding to us.

Councilwoman Berry asked what this would be used for.

Mr. Poole said that it was basically for personnel, technical work on one side and a list of equipment that was part of the package.

A motion was made by Councilman Martin to accept the Manager’s Report; seconded by Councilwoman Berry.
Councilman Penjuke asked if he got any bids on the cement work for outside.

Mr. Poole said that  J.P. was doing that, and he hadn’t heard anything.


Councilman Penjuke asked if he got any bids for the cement work around the playgrounds.

Mr. Poole said that was the same case.

Councilman Alpini said that he thought Tony was doing that.

Councilman Penjuke said that Tony was going to mark the blocks and tell them how many need to be done.

Mr. Poole said that J.P. was going to look into getting a price.

Councilman Alpini said that they’re a year out and still don’t have anything on replacing the sidewalk blocks.  He said that he thinks they need to look a little bit past that besides the sidewalk blocks that they’re making everyone else fix, while they’re not fixing, they also have some horrendous parking lots.  He said that he thinks that would be the same liability as the sidewalks.  He said that they have a parking lot along Maple Terrace, across the back entrance to the Rite Aid, behind Roman Furniture.  He said that the lot is Borough property and that there are potholes in there that could form small swimming pools.  He said that he thinks that they need to get that addressed since it’s the same safety hazard as the sidewalks around the athletic field and around the Borough building.  He said that they also need to look at the parking lot along the left hand side of Ogden Street.  He said that it is horrendous and looks more like the surface of the moon than a smooth parking lot.  He said that if they are asking the business people and community to park in these parking lots to shop in our stores, and it is not safe to walk across them.  He asked Council to authorize J.P. Kelly and if needed Mr. Tartaglia to look into getting prices for those 2 lots and if anyone knows of any spots that are in their wards, i.e. the Church Street playground sidewalk that is heaved up from the old tree, that they let us know.  He said that these safety issues need to be addressed as soon as possible.

Councilman Penjuke said that they need to do something with the lot out front.

Councilman Alpini asked Councilwoman Papale if she noticed that thing still banging on the concrete.

Councilwoman Papale said that no one had said anything to her about it.  She asked him if he got a call about it.

Councilman Alpini said that he did.  He said that it is still banging.

Councilwoman Papale asked Mr. Tartaglia if he could check into the Yarn Mill on Broadway Ave.  She said that she had brought it up before and may have been fixed but is apparently knocking around again.
Mr. Tartaglia said that he would look into it.

Councilman Alpini asked if he needed to make a motion to get those other safety issues addressed.

President Casadei said that they have a motion and a second on the floor and said that they would vote on that first.

President Casadei returned to the motion to accept the manager’s report; the motion was carried by a vote of 8-0.
A motion was made by Councilman Alpini to authorized J.P. Kelly in conjunction with Mr. Tartaglia to look at the Borough owned parking lots for any safety hazards and provide an estimate to repair those lots as they deem appropriate; seconded by Councilwoman Berry; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.


Solicitor’s Report:
Mr. Catania said that at the end of July the Borough Manager forwarded to him a lawsuit that was filed against the Clifton Heights Fire Company and 13 other Fire Companies in this part of the County.  Frank & Paula Schneider filed the lawsuit.  He said that it is not a full lawsuit in that they don’t have a full complaint but merely indicate that there was a fire on January 1, 2009.  They filed a writ of summons to indicate that they have a lawsuit filed.  Mr. Schneider was a resident of 36 Ardmore Ave. in Lansdowne, and he sustained bodily injuries as a result of the fire, but that is all that they say.  They attached 5 or 6 pages of interrogatories asking each Fire Company if they were actually there.  Since the Borough provides insurance for the Fire Company through our policy, he forwarded the lawsuit to our insurance carrier.  He said that he thinks that the firemen are concerned about this because he is not sure that they were a responding party.  He said that it appears as if all the area Fire Companies were sued without the plaintiffs’ attorneys actually being aware of who was there.  He said that he would keep the Fire Company apprised of this as they move forward.  He said that he is not quite sure what Mr. Schneider’s involvement was, whether he was a fireman or neighbor.  He reaffirmed that it was not a Clifton Heights incident, but an incident that occurred in Lansdowne.  He said that most of the Fire Companies in the area have mutual aid agreements, so they might want to sit down with them at some point to talk about that and make sure that this is something that is not drawing them into lawsuits unnecessarily.  He said that he would keep them posted but from this point forward the insurance company would be handling it.
A motion was made by Councilman Martin to accept the Solicitor’s Report; seconded by Councilman Penjuke; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Presentation of 2010 Minimum Municipal Obligation:

Mr. Poole said that he was doing this on behalf of Patricia Fowler, who is the Chief Administrative Officer for both the non-uniformed and the Police Pension Plan.  He said that on or before the last business day of September of each year, the State require the CAO of the Borough’s Police and non-uniformed pension plan to submit to the Borough Council the financial requirements for the pension plan for the following year.  Used as a budgeting tool, the Minimum Municipal Obligation is a general fund expenditure.  Based on the 2009 projected payroll and the data obtained by the last actuarial evaluation, the 2010 Municipal Obligations for the Police Pension Fund is $339,279, and for the non-uniformed Pension Plan it is $86,341.

A motion was made by Councilman Martin to accept the report presented by Patricia Fowler; seconded by Councilwoman Tumolo; and carried unanimously by a vote of 8-0.

Old Business:

Councilman Penjuke asked if they were making any progress with the painting of the building.
Mr. Poole said that they have their work crews in now, and they are now working on their 3rd or 4th work crew from the County.  He said that they are getting a feel of what they are getting because one of the concerns was who they would be getting, and they were getting older people that you probably wouldn’t want up on ladders.  He said that he has talked to the gentleman who has been bringing the people out, and they are trying to get a younger crew so that they could get into that mode.  He said that they have palettes available for the color of the building and everyone lined up, but it is just a matter of getting the right workers in.  He said that it has been hit or miss because they are just taking from a pool of people who are available on the particular day.
Councilman Penjuke asked if they had people who knew what they were doing.

Mr. Poole said that is what they are trying to work on with the gentleman who brings the crews.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they would be able to repeat with the same people over and over in order to get it done.

Mr. Poole said that it would not necessarily be repeating because most of the time, they are just doing a certain amount of hours, but he is working on getting people who are “qualified.”

Mr. Catania said that if it is Council’s pleasure to require that only painters do it, you should tell him.  He said that he doesn’t have any control over who comes or for how long.

Councilman Penjuke said that is what he was trying to figure out because if they can’t get the same people to get them trained to the point where they need to do, then they’ll be wasting their time with these people who will have paint all over the place.

Mr. Catania asked Mr. Poole if he got people for a certain number of days.


Mr. Poole said no that they get a crew each Wednesday.  He said that they get whoever is available from a pool of people on that day.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they should go out and get a regular painter then.


President Casadei said that they would have to pay for it then.

Councilwoman Papale asked if they had a Department that could do this.  She asked if our own personnel could do it.

Councilman Martin asked if they all realized that the Community Service workers were free as opposed to paying anywhere from $50-100,000 to have a professional painting company come in and do it.

Councilman Alpini said that sometimes the concern is that you only get what you pay for.  He said that they would have to be careful not to do an improper paint job, with the materials it could end up costing a lot more money in the long run.

Councilman Penjuke asked if we had anyone who could supervise who knows how to paint who could tell them where to scrape paint off so they’re not just throwing paint over the old stuff.

Councilman Martin said that our guys would be there with them.

Councilwoman Papale repeated her question, asking if we had personnel who could do this.

Mr. Poole said that would be up to Council.  He said that the way that it was presented was to get this crew in here to do it for free.  He said that if they wanted to look at other possibilities that would be fine.

Councilman Alpini said that the question would be to ask John Grace if he feels confident and capable of running an outside crew to do a proper paint job on the outside of this building.  He said that he would be the lead man as the Highway Foreman.  He said that it should be posed to him if he feels comfortable and confident running an outside crew.  He said that if he doesn’t, then Council might want to consider other ideas on getting it done.  He asked if Williamson Trade School turned them down.

Mr. Poole said that when he contacted Williamson Trade last time about the work on the wall, he was told that they are so swamped with offers that the Borough would be put on a list, but basically with no possibility of anything being done in the distant future.  He said that they have to bus people out and get them back, and they try to make it as short a trip as they can.  He said because of the distance involved, they pretty much said that they couldn’t help us.
Councilman Alpini said that they had asked Williamson Trade School if they could possibly point the wall by the athletic field.  He said that the wall at the face of Arch Street is actually starting to separate.  He said that he has probably talked about it for about 5 years – that the pointing is incredibly bad.  He said that now the stones are actually starting to separate and it looks like the top half of the wall is starting to shift.  He asked at what point they call that a safety hazard and block off that part of the sidewalk.  He said that they were arguing for a long time about whether this was Upper Darby School District responsibility or our responsibility.  He said that right now it looks like if they don’t do something ASAP, they are going to lose the wall.  He said that it’s not just the stones that are falling out, but there is now a horizontal crack running at least 2-3 car lengths, almost like the top half of the wall trying to separate from the bottom half of the wall.  He said that he doesn’t want to see anyone hurt, and he doesn’t want to see them lose the wall.  He said that Mr. Poole provided them with a copy of the lease agreement, and it does sound like it is the Borough’s responsibility.  He said that they pay $1 a year, and they’re responsible for all maintenance on it.  He said that it also says in paragraph 6 that the lease will automatically renew for an additional 3 year term unless terminated by either the leaser or lessee by 90 day written notice.  He said that it was written in 1992.  He asked if it was automatically void because they are past.
Councilwoman Berry said that it automatically renews for a three year period unless cancelled.

Councilman Alpini asked if this lease could go on indefinitely.

President Casadei said until either party cancels it.

Councilman Alpini said that it sounds like the Borough is responsible and maybe it is something they can or cannot afford, but the same way that they are getting estimates on our sidewalks and parking lots, he asked if they should now authorize Mr. Poole to get in touch with Mr. Kelly and get some hard estimates on fixing the walls before they lose them.
Councilwoman Berry said that she doesn’t think that they can afford it.

Councilman Alpini said that they don’t know.

Mayor Kelly said that everything that is being brought up is absolutely necessary, but that they should also consider looking at funding for this because he doesn’t see anything in their budget that was adopted out of the tax dollars that covers all of these expenditures.  He said that they do not want to go into deficit spending, especially in this economy

Councilman Alpini said that he doesn’t want anyone falling and getting hurt either.

Mayor Kelly said that then you should look at funding, like a loan or something to go with it.  He said that they should determine the cost that is involved as soon as possible since it is an emergency situation and have Mr. Poole solicit the bank and talk to Council at a Special Meeting to see how much this is going to cost and see what is in the budget to cover it and how much has to be borrowed and authorize the Borough Manager to solicit banks for bids on a Capital Improvement Loan so that you can finish these processes.

Councilman Alpini said that he doesn’t want to see anyone get hurt.

Mayor Kelly said that he doesn’t want to either, but if they do not have the money to spend and they are spending money, where is it coming from.  He said that he would authorize the Code Enforcement Officer who is familiar with some building contractors to go around and get estimates and get back to the Borough Manager ASAP to see what it would cost.  Someone should review the budget and see what is available to spend and then they would have to know how much they would have to float their loan for and go out and get bids and see what the interest rate is going to be and make a decision and then base next year’s budget on that borrowing figure.  He said that they’re worthwhile projects but not budgeted for, so they would have to do those types of things.
President Casadei said that otherwise it would all fall back on the taxpayers next year.

Mayor Kelly said that they can’t stop the world and they would have to see if they could manage it within the tax base that they are working on for the monthly payments next year without raising taxes.  He said that these are the decisions that they have to make to run a business.  He said that they have to work in an urgency situation since they heard the reports.  If you have to have a special meeting, you have a special meeting.  Find the costs, see what’s there, see what the monthly payments are going to be and move forward.

Councilman Alpini said that he thinks that they need to authorize J.P. Kelly to get them some prices, specifically on sections of wall at a time and then maybe they can prioritize what sections of wall are done first, what section is done later.  He said that maybe the whole wall doesn’t need to be done at one time, maybe the section along Wynncliffe & Arch need attention first, maybe Sycamore & Arch and Wynncliffe doesn’t.  He said that he thinks that they need to get started to know what they’re talking about.


Mayor Kelly said that he would refer to Tony Tartaglia first.  He said that he just went through 20 minutes of pulling J.P. Kelly’s bills apart and now you want to authorize him to do something else without knowing what it is going to cost you.  He said that if he had Tony do it, and he could consult with the engineer to get some estimates, it would save them some money.  He said that he was just talking about Madison Ave.

Councilman Alpini asked if he wanted to pull all the parking lots & sidewalk estimates from J.P. too and save some money.

Mayor Kelly said that if Mr. Tartaglia could look at it and get some prices, why not.

Councilman Penjuke asked if they could get the Streets Department go out and patch some of these so they’re not such a hazard for now.

Mayor Kelly said that these are the decisions that they have to make.

Councilman Martin asked Mr. Poole if he could look into this and whoever he needs to bring in for what needs to be done.

Mr. Poole said that he would.

Councilwoman Berry asked if he could provide ballpark prices so they have an idea of what they’re talking about.

Councilman Alpini said that they were fortunate a few years back when J.P. was able to take some of the clout he has with whoever who was redoing the streets and get them a wonderful deal on fixing the Walnut St. parking lot.  He said that if he remembers correctly he was just about able to reconstruct that entire Walnut Street parking lot for just under $10,000 by using the paving crew at the same time they were paving our streets.  He said that maybe that was something that they could look at because they do have a tremendous mess right outside of Borough Hall and the 2 parking lots that he mentioned earlier.  He asked if they needed a motion from Council to look into that or what.

Mayor Kelly said that at the last meeting J.P. Kelly explained that there was a cost override in the street bids.  He said that they had to be careful because that money is taken out of Liquid Fuels and there are certain rules and regulations for Liquid Fuels about what you can use that money for.  He said that one of things that the money can’t be used of is parking lots, so parking lots cannot even be mentioned as part of that.

Councilman Alpini said that he was able to use the fact that the crews were in town to get a better deal.

Mayor Kelly said that if they were able to do that, then they would have to get bids from $4-10,000.  He said that it was a little different before, but they are under different rules & regulations now.  He said that they can’t go to that contractor and say that they’re done the streets, can they provide a price.  The Public Records Act says that you have to get 3 bids, so you have to do it all together.  He said that he was serious about this.  He said that he shouldn’t even speak because he is Mayor and only in charge of the Police Department, but he is speaking as a resident and trying to help them with his experience on Council.

Councilwoman Berry asked Mr. Poole to follow through with that.   
New Business:

No new business.
Ward Reports:

First Ward:

Councilman Resnick reported on the SEPTA trolley construction information.  He said that regular PENNDOT traffic lights would be placed on Berkley & Penn, which is a major improvement as those trolley intersections lack lights now.  He said that there would be 2 first rate PENNDOT lights on E. Broadway.  He said that there were some residents who wanted gates with no bells, but under Federal regulations if you have crossing gates, you have to have bells and obviously in a congested neighborhood all evening would be an annoyance to put it mildly.  He said that there would be no major road closings.
Councilwoman Papale had nothing to report.
Second Ward:

Councilman Alpini said that it was brought to his attention that some of the residents do not know what is going on with Diamond Street Park.  He said that for the record the Borough started looking at the park about a year ago and brought in several contractors to look at the trees on a safety hazard point of view.  He said that they had incurring estimates around $5,000.  He said that at that time Council also agreed to bring in a professional arborist to look at all those trees, which they did.  His report did concur that they had some serious damage, and Council did authorize Mr. Tartaglia to go out and execute at least $5,000 worth of safety improvements.  He said that if anyone sees missing trees, they didn’t haphazardly go up there and take down good trees.  They took down trees that were agreed upon by at least 4 different tree people.  He then asked Mr. Tartaglia if he was coming back to take the trunks.

Mr. Tartaglia said no that the stumps were staying.

Councilman Alpini said that he was a little disappointed to hear that but that at least they got the immediate hazard of the trees coming down out of there.  He said that there is a plan that is to be executed over 3-5 years about doing the replacement work, but they will have to see if the funding becomes available.  He said that was all he had for the 2nd ward.

Councilwoman Berry said that she thought Diamond Street really wonderful, almost a 100% improvement.
Third Ward:

Councilman Martin had nothing to report.
President Casadei said that he received some positive feedback from the street cleaning that they performed and he really noticed it on Washington and Cambridge, and he thinks they did a really good job.
Fourth Ward:

Councilman Penjuke said that for the gentleman who was there on behalf of the Church that they still have a $200,000 grant that was specifically for Oak Ave., Springfield Rd., & Church St.  He said that maybe they could use some of the money to look into that project a little more and see if they can’t push it along.  He said that the Engineer was supposed to be looking into what they could do to alleviate that problem, and they would have to see if they could use the funds for that.
Councilwoman Tumolo had nothing to report.
Public Comment:

No closing public comment.
Adjournment:

Motion made by Councilman Martin to adjourn; seconded by Councilwoman Berry; carried unanimously 8-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly A. Salmon

Clifton Heights Borough Secretary
