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A TIME  OF MUCH  EXCITEMENT  
Bob Schultz 

 

The Elverson Revitalization Committee (ERC) has had an increasingly busy calendar during these summer 

months. We initially met with Spotts, Stevens and McCoy (SSM) Engineers and Consultants of Reading on 

June 23 when SSM convinced the ERC of their expertise in bringing our revitalization project to fruition. 

SSM had been selected by the Elverson Borough Council to lead the ERC from vision and concept to the 

reality of completion by summer 2010. 

 

SSMôs Larry Grybosky and his associates did a comprehensive walking tour of the Borough. This critical 

observation, led by chairman Bob Watts, gave SSM first hand information of the goals we have set for this 

second phase of our communityôs revitalization. Many stakeholders representing varied interests and con-

stituencies  participatedðthe ERC, Borough Council, the Historical Commission, the Shade Tree Commis-

sion, the Parks and Recreation Committee, businessmen and residents. The data gleaned from this experi-

ence enabled SSM to complete its concept plan by mid-August. The vision for Elverson is dependent upon 

the acceptance of the design concepts by Chester County Department of Community Development and 

Penn Dot. 

  

Practically speaking, the ERC wishes to see: 

¶ Traffic CalmingðA traffic light installed at the Main and Chestnut streets intersection, gateway is-

lands replanted and tree installations at east and west gateways. 

¶ Pedestrian SafetyðWider sidewalks installed on the north side of Main Street from Pine Street to   

Yeingst Drive, enhanced crosswalks on Main Street and a digital speed display sign. 

¶ Mail DeliveryðInstallation of cluster boxes at various sites along Main Street. 

¶ Park Avenue and Main StreetðThe development of a History Visitor Center which would provide a 

nucleus to the Borough (see artistôs drawing below). 

¶ Integration of New Residential DevelopmentðPlanning for Springfield Village on West Main Street 

and Hopewell Manor, the senior housing apartments.  

 

All in all, this is a time of much excitement and anticipation as many ideas once thought of as mere ñpipe 

dreamsò will soon become stepping stones to the future. 
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NO PARKING PLEASE 
 

About a month ago, lines were painted to eliminate park-

ing along the curb at the corner of 23 W and 82 N.  This 

decision was made so that motorists turning onto Main 

Street from N. Chestnut could do so more safely. Gio-

vanni has extended his parking lot to allow for additional 

parking to the west of his building.  Thank you for re-

specting this no parking area for the safety of everyone. 

SHADE TREES 

Teri Tegtmeier  

 

Elverson has a new Shade Tree Commission.  The duties of the Commission include documenting, pro-

tecting, and planting street trees within the boundaries of the Borough of Elverson. Street trees are de-

fined as trees along the Boroughõs public streets 

which are uniform in space and species.  

 

As part of the revitalization program for Elverson, 

some old misshapen trees will need to be removed.  

While it is always sad to lose a tree, they will be re-

placed and more will be added.  The new trees will be 

of a type and scale that is more appropriate to the 

downtown area.  

 

The majority of the new trees will be added to the east 

and west entrances to Elverson.  The scientific spacing 

of the trees will hopefully aid in calming traffic.  

GOOD NEWS! 
 

Settlement on the Elverson Fire Company Project took place on Thurs-
day afternoon, August 13. Men have already begun staking out the 
site for the new fire company building between Routes 23 and 401, 
west of the Twin Valley Elementary Center. 
 
The old fire company building will be converted into senior housing 
apartments called òHopewell Manoró with construction on this pro-
ject slated to begin later this year. Both of these projects will be cov-
ered extensively in upcoming newsletters.  We will keep you posted. 
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ELVERSON'S PLAYGROUN D 

By Bob Patry  

 

¼ÎÑÒÊ×d²ÆÈªÑ×ÊÊdÎÓdÍÎØdu}wxdÇÔÔÐpd̆¦×ÔÚÓÉdÙÍÊd§ÔÚÓÉÆ×ÎÊØdÔËd¨ÍÊØÙÊ×d¨ÔÚÓÙÞ̇pd

makes the following statement about Elverson:  

 

"The Borough of Elverson, like most country towns, is located mainly on a single 

street. This street runs east and west. At one end you look towards Berks county 

and the setting sun; at the other end towards St. Mary's. Two stores supply 

Elverson's inhabitants with provisions during life and a convenient cemetery with 

an open gate in the middle of town stands ready to receive them at death."  

 

Mr. MacElree's statement is undoubtedly true but it might be added that Main 

Street is our playground. The history of Elverson is made up of the lives of its 

people and is documented from one end of Main Street to the other. We grew 

from a way stop because of Main Street, a village because of our churches, a 

town because of our railroad. We have grown into a Borough because of our in-

dustry. Main Street is our lifeline and our playground.  

 

From the ancient Blue Rocks to our modem Wal - Mart, from the old hotel to the 

new fire station, from the church hall to Livingood Park, our history revolves 

around our playground. A few still remember that the C - C Ranch at Main and Route 401 was our circus every 

weekend back in the late 1930's.  

 

®ÓdÉÆÞ̃ØdÕÆØÙpdÙÍÊdÈÍÎÑÉ×ÊÓdÕÑÆÞÊÉdÙÍÊÎ×dÌÆÒÊØdÔÓd²ÆÎÓd¸Ù×ÊÊÙrd¹ÍÊÞdÕÑÆÞÊÉdÆÙdÙÍÊdÙ×ÆÎÓdØÙÆÙÎÔÓpdÙÍÊdÎÈÊdÍÔÚØÊd

and the creamery. They visited the barber shop to get tonic put on their hair, and Witman's Grocery Store to 

buy a piece of candy. The children played hide and seek among the oat bins and feed bags at Robert Cook and 

Sons. They walked pretty fast to get by Wink's Funeral Home, and ran home when the bell on Main Street 

sounded 9 p.m.  

 

Today our Halloween Parade and street sales are held on Main Street and the great grandchildren of those 

children play baseball, tennis and soccer in our new park along Main Street. We even go to visit those we love 

at that special cemetery on Main Street.  

 

Twenty - first century traffic is stealing our playground. Our Revitalization Committee is striving to quiet traf-

fic, improve walkways and plant trees. Let's back their efforts 100%. We can take change by the hand and 

lead it to a fun place called Main Street Elverson . 

LEAF PICK -UP AND YARD WASTE  

 

This fall there will be three Saturdays set aside for you to dispose of  leaves and  

 

other yard waste. Remember to purchase biodegradable bags at Elverson Supply. If  

 

it is in any other bags, they will not be picked up. Please be sure your bags are out  

 

the night before. The dates are: October 24th, November 14th and the 21st.  
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FROM THE CHESTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
 
Lyme disease is a tick -born bacterial infection that can be transmitted to humans and pets by in-
fected ticks. In 2007, Pennsylvania had 3,994 reported Lyme disease cases, a 23% increase over 
2006, and second only to New York. Much of Chester County is rural and suburban, making it a 
prime habitat for ticks which can carry the Lyme disease bacteria. Last year alone, over 700 new 
cases of Lyme disease were reported to the Chester County Health Department and professional 
journals state that only 10% of cases are diagnosed and reported.  
 
Best ways to avoid getting Lyme disease:  
 
 
¶ Wear light colored clothing because ticks are easier to spot and brush off.  
 
¶ Wear clothing and a hat that cover the skin and tuck loose pants into socks.  
 
¶ Walk in the center of trails to avoid contact with overgrown grass and brush.  
 
¶ Apply insect repellent with 20 -30% DEET to exposed skin (except for the face). Be sure to follow 
the manufacturerõs instructions. 

 
¶ Wear permethrin -treated clothing.  
 
¶ Use a high -heat setting on your dryer for washing clothes. The high heat will kill most ticks that 

might have attached to your clothes.  
 
¶ If you live in an area that is close to woods and is frequented by deer:  
 
¶ Mow your lawn.  
 
¶ Clear leaves and brush.  
 
¶ Place swing sets and other play equipment in mulched areas away from woodland edges.  
 
¶ Create a woodchip or mulch barrier between woodlands and your yard.  
 
¶ Remove brush or leaf piles accumulated around stone walls or wood piles (potential mouse 

nesting sites) away from house.  
 
¶ Move bird feeders away from house.  
 
¶ Consider a pesticide application as a targeted barrier treatment. Consult with a professional 

and always follow label directions.  
 
¶ Most importantly, check yourself, your family, and your pets frequently for ticks.  

 
 
 
Need more information? Visit the CCHDõs web site at www.chesco.org/health or the LDASEPA at 
www.lymepa.org.  
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 THE ELVERSON TREE 
Bob Patry, Elverson Historical Commission  

 
Back in 1695, at the entrance of our Borough Hall where South Chestnut Street bends toward Main 
Street ,was born from a little acorn, an oak tree. We shall call it the Elverson Tree. The Elverson 
Tree died in 2004 and all that remains is a stump. What remains is impressive. You will see if you 
slowly drive by a slab of wood three feet high, fifty two inches wide, and fifteen feet two inches in 
circumference. The rings which are clearly visible, state to the world the year of its birth.  
 
Why is this stump relevant? What is its significance? Why should it be important to us?  
 
The answer is that it is not relevant, significant or important. It is historic and interesting to those 
of us who cherish history. It speaks of the time our ancestors toiled to scratch out a living but 
were free of the bonds of the old country. While looking at the stump of the Elverson Tree it would 
be reasonable to ask yourself, "What was it like at this spot when you were a strong shade tree just 
35 years of age?" The answers will be found in the 229 page History of Elverson to be published 
next year.  
 
We know that in 1730 only 6% of Chester County was farmed; 94% was forest. We know that in the 
next one hundred years twenty square miles of trees in all directions from the Elverson Tree would 
be cut down. We know that our ancestors would work long back breaking days using a simple saw 
to clear the land of thousands of trees. Why? To feed the furnaces, (Warwick, Coventry, Isabella, 
Reading, Birdsboro, Joanna) that surrounded the Elverson Tree with the wood which makes char-
coal, which produces enough heat to melt iron ore, for the forges which would make cannon balls 
for General Washington and Ben Franklin Stoves for the family home.  
 
Over one hundred years would pass and our Elverson Tree 
would rise to over 200 feet towering over the path the 
Conestoga Wagons would use to haul the wood, lime and ore 
to the furnaces. The Elverson School (built 1867) or Warwick 
Bible Chapel (built 1869) were yet to be built. South Chest-
nut Street would be built later in 1832 to make it easier to 
get to the Jones Mine.  
 
Who owned our Elverson Tree back then? Why was the tree 
not cut down as many a mighty oak would be to feed a hun-
gry furnace? We can only speculate but it seems to be a valid 
speculation. In 1811 the Elverson Tree was owned by Jacob 
Warren who owned the White Bear Tavern. His property fronted on the Blue Rock Path, Ridge Road, 
Route 23 or Main Street, your choice of words, and extended south to the back of present day Bor-
ough Hall. It is possible that like other trees on his property, Mr. Warren cut limbs from his trees 
as needed for firewood.  
 
The Elverson Tree lived while our land was carved out of the wilderness. It stood tall over us as 
our village grew. School children played under its branches and many a family admired its size 
while walking to church. For over seventy -five years our leaders parked their carriages and cars 
beside its huge trunk before taking care of borough business. Finally, diseased and dying, our tree 
fell down in 2004. It was, when it fell, the oldest living thing in Elverson.  
 
It might be just a tree to you but to me it was more than just a tree. The Elverson Tree Stump is a 
memorial to all who viewed it from a distance or walked under its branches. It is the Memorial to 
all our ancestors. The Elverson Tree had a long and glorious life. Its death also makes for an inter-
esting story.  

(continued on page 6 ) 
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(continued from p. 5)   As early as the 1980s passers by noticed that parts of the tall tree were dis-
eased. Borough Council also took notice. As the years rolled on the disease took hold and the 
Council took action. The condition of the tree was put on Councilõs agenda. 
 
As far back as the early 1990s, experts were brought in and money was spent but to no avail. The 
top branches died and rotted, making for a dangerous situation for those people passing under-
neath the tree. Still later, ants infested the tree while the Council spent more money. By the time 
we entered the twenty -first century the tree still stood. Cracks in the tall trunk were noted. Every-
one knew the Elverson Tree was dying. Council discussed spending more money to save the tree. 
They decided spending more money would not help, but no one suggested cutting down the tree. 
Everyone loved and cherished the old tree. Everyone had personal memories. School days, snow 
storms, soap box derbies, picnics and playgrounds, all were part of the history of The Elverson 
Tree. 
 
On July 16, 2004 our 310 year old friend gave its last sigh and died. It broke apart just as Allen 
Murray was passing below. Tons of tree limbs fell from a great height, crashed to the ground and 
fell apart. A man driving by stopped to give aid to Al, assuming he was dead or injured. The tree 
missed him, no doubt on purpose, but he was in total shock.  
 
If The Elverson Tree had lived and died in a deep dark forest, no one would have known or cared. 
Why did we care so much? Ask Tim Griesser who cleaned up the mess the next day. Ask Jack McE-
wen who was Borough Manager at the time. Ask Cookie Onushko or Tom Hess, or any of our sen-
iors who attended Elverson Grade School. I'm sure they will give you an answer along with a little 
nostalgia and some history.  

ELVERSON AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION 
Steve Bobella, Executive Director 

 
Nestled in Central Pennsylvania, a group of fire fighters and concerned citizens put into service the first Am-
bulance in the Elverson area in May of 1934. Their vision to provide rapid transport to the sick and injured 
would turn into one of the areaôs finest providers of Basic Life Support Ambulance Service today. 
 
What was once a fire company owned Ambulance Service is now an independent service covering various 
communities within our area. Volunteers have worked hard over the past year to overcome an almost career 
ending financial crisis.  

 
Elverson EMS works hard with neighboring fire companies to ensure the 
residents and visitors to the Elverson area receive state of the art Emer-
gency Medical Services. Medically trained professionals staff the Elverson 
Ambulance twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, three hundred 
sixty-five days a year. These professionals are available at a momentôs 
notice to respond to any emergency you or your neighbor may experi-
ence. 
 

Elverson ambulance has strived to provide many other community based services; community training and 
educational programs to assist you in being safe and a Special Operations division with highly trained profes-
sionals responding to natural and man made disasters. Elverson EMS is part of the Pennsylvania EMS Strike 
team. This highly trained team has been called upon and responded in force as Pennsylvaniaôs first coordi-
nated response to the Hurricane Ravaged Gulf Coast for Hurricanes Katrina, and Gustav. 
 
Over the past seventy-five years Elverson Ambulance has been here to protect your family and friends. As we 
prepare for our 2009 -2010 Community Fund Drive, we hope you will be there to support us. In October you 
will receive a fund drive mailing to your house. In the event you do not receive it, please check our website at 
www.elversonems.org. If you are interested in being a part of our family please contact us for a volunteer ap-
plication. Elverson EMS will provide all training necessary for interested citizens.  
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DID YOU KNOW if you are 65 or older you are eligible to participate in the Aging Shared Ride program?  

 

In Chester County, Rover is the authorized transportation for the Aging Shared Ride program. For es-

sential rides the program is subsidized by the PA Department of Transportation and the Chester 

County Department of Aging Services, with a small portion of the fare paid by the rider. Currently, the 

qhcdqƍr onqshnm ne sgd e`qd hr 64 bdmsr d`bg v`x- @kk ne sgd O`q` sq`mrhs atrdr `qd `bbdrrhakd- @kk qhcdr

must be scheduled in advance.  

 

Essential rides include:  

 

¶ Visits to the doctor or other medical appointments  

¶ Visits to family members who are residents in nursing facilities  

¶ Visits to the Social Security office  

¶ Visits to the Chester County Department of Aging, located in the Government Services Center  

¶ Attendance at Adult Day Centers  

¶ Attendance at Area Senior Centers  

¶ Visits to the grocery store  

 

You cannot participate in the Aging Shared Ride Program if you are not registered. Call Rover now to 

get registered, even if you have other means of transportation available to you. You never know when 

you may need to go somewhere and your regular transportation is not available.  

 

The toll free number for Rover is:  1 -877 -873 -8415  

WEõRE AT IT AGAIN  
Esther Prosser 

 
The Elverson Halloween Parade Committee met for the first time this year the end of August to plan our parade which has 
occurred the third Wednesday in October in our little town for more than 30 years. I am grateful for many who have con-
tributed  ideas, time and energy each year to make this event happen. Roseann Thomas organizes the judging, recruiting able 
people each year to decide the many winners. Her expertise is also valuable when questions about past parades arise. Tori 
Lingg faithfully travels from one business to the next, collecting money and prizes. She begins early in the summer, selling 
raffle tickets so that the town does not need to spend on this event. Marita Sheibe has for many years taken care of certifi-
cates and awards. Bud Aikman manages the South Pine Street line-up, putting up markers and helping with traffic control. 
Tim Griesser recently joined us, adding an old car feature. These cars park on Derby Drive as a pre-parade show and join 
our line up towards the beginning. Todd Mast organizes  the fire police and takes care of the crucial job of traffic control. 
Rick Magee brings his sound system and serves as our able announcer. Bets Witwer keeps track of the money as well as 
faithfully helping us with almost anything else. Jenny Cameron is joining us this year to discuss adding a pumpkin carving 
contest along Main Street. 
 
BUTñin order to improve on our parade (and Iõm sure you agree we 
could get better), we need more help. A few years ago, the Halloweeners 
(kids in costumes) became less visible because we had no one to organize 
them. We would love to have someone responsible for contacting bands 
and recruiting more musical groups. Our parade route is dark in some ar-
eas. Someone in charge of brightening up Main Street that evening would 
be helpful.   
 
Please contact me if you would like to be part of this exciting night in 
Elversonñ610-286-5117 or ejoyprosser@gmail.com. The commitment 
is seasonal as we stick to four one-hour evening meetings at my house, 
enjoying our planning over refreshments and coffee. JOIN US!  
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Elverson Historical Commission members are taking orders for advanced sales of the 2010 calen-
ŘŀǊΦ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ Ϸмл ŜŀŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ 
9ƭǾŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊŘŜǊΥ 
Bob Patry boglo2@copper.net 610-286-0554, Cookie Onushko 610-286-6157, Esther Prosser 
ejoyprosser@gmail.com 610-286-5117, or Charles Baldwin 610-913-0140. 

ENHANCING OUR WASTE SERVICE FOR AN IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE 

 

Bring unwanted hazardous household and automotive products, home maintenance, lawn and pest control products to 

the next Regional Southeastern Pennsylvania Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection. Chester County par-

ticipates in the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection. There are two (2) dates remaining on the 2009 calen-

dar. Hours are 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Additional information Chester County (610) 273-3771 ext. 228 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2009     Saturday, October 10, 2009 

Government Services Center     New Garden Maintenance Building 

8934 Gap Newport Road, Landenberg, PA  19350  601 Westtown Road, West Chester, PA  19380 

(No computers accepted)     (Computers  and small TVs Accepted) 

 

These words identify HHW:   CAUTION, EXPLOSIVE, TOXIC, REACTIVE, DANGER,  

            WARNING, COMBUSTIBLE, POISONOUS  

 

Pack HHW safely in original containers for transport. 

Mercury will be accepted ï pack safely 

 

UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS: 

Latex Paint (water based)*, Explosives, Ammunition, Appliances, Tires, Radioactive Waste, Infectious Waste, 

Unidentified Waste 

 

*Air dry or absorb, such as cat litter, and dispose with trash 

 

Recycle motor oil, tires and anti-freeze at your local service station. 

mailto:boglo2@copper.net
mailto:ejoyprosser@gmail.com


Your Borough Officials 
 
 Mayor:  Arleigh Hegarty 
 Secretary/  
 Treasurer: Peggy Kandle 
 
  Council: 
  
   Merle Stoltzfus, President 
   Roy France, Vice-President  
   Shirley Crehan 
   Cathy Daprile    
   Paul McEwen 
   Timothy McEwen 
   Esther Prosser 

Meeting Schedules 
 

Borough Council  
First Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM 

 
Municipal Authority  

Last Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM 
 

Planning Commission  
Third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM (when scheduled) 

 
 Historical Commission 

Third Monday of every month at 7:00 PM 
 

Shade Tree Commission 
Third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM 

 
www.elverson.org ~ 610-286-6420 

Submission Deadline is October 15th for the November/December issue to 
brenda@stoltzfus.com, 26 E Main Street or 610-286-5115. 

 
Donôt forget to check out the newsletter in full color online at 

www.elverson.org 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEBER  

 

 

 

ELVERSON HALLOWEEN PARADE  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21STð7:00 PM 

 

 

LEAF & YARD WASTE PICKUP  

OCTOBER 24TH, NOVEMBER 14TH & 21ST 

PUT BAGS OUT THE NIGHT BEFORE 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

TURN CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR NOVEMBER 1ST 

 

 

ELECTION DAY  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD 

COMMUNITY EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 



Elverson Borough 

PO Box 206 

Elverson PA 19520 

BULK RATE 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Elverson, PA 

Permit No. 57 RETURN SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

21 and Counting ð  
 
Our thanks to residents of  
 
south West Main Street 
 
who added their own pot to  
 
the 20 flower pots planted  
 
this Spring along our Main  
 
Street Historic District. 


