BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 10 August 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Recording Secretary:  Bryon Reed, Vice-President
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:01 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                William Fister
          Attorney Healy       John Bolton                                     

    Kris Burek                                                            Jeff Hausman
     Robert Stettner 
    Galen Freed
  
                               
         Chief Rachman       Carol Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                      Jim Murdoch          Melvin Gildner
    Eldon Roberts              


          William Stein         Ed Ziegler
    Paul Hoffman



          Dale Pugh              Robert Herzog Jr.
    Walter Niedermeyer

                      Jason Newhard
MINUTES            
                              
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the 13 July 2009 Regular Council Meeting Minutes.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None.
BOROUGH MANAGER INTERVIEWS – President Freed noted that interviews for the 5 selected candidates had been held on Monday August 3rd and Wednesday August 6th 2009.  This will be discussed further in the Executive Session. 
VISITORS
Jeff Hausman – 649 Lehigh Avenue, Palmerton, PA. – Vigilant Fire Chief – Mr. Hausman noted that he, Marvin Olewine and John Bolton inspected the heating system at the Vigilant and that the boiler has to be shut down and proper repairs have to be made.  He also inquired about the Borough’s decision about helping to pay for the floor downstairs which was just replaced and President Freed suggested that this should be discussed at the workshop meeting.  In the matter of the Vigilant Lease, Mr. Hausman noted that they are not totally in agreement with various items in the lease and that they would like to set up a meeting with the Council committee to discuss these items, possibly at the next workshop meeting.
Robert Stettner – 44 South Walnut Street, 5K Race & Arts Fest – He asked Council’s permission to paint 8 to 10 white directional arrows for the racers on the pavements and the unpaved section of the Slate Trail.  He noted that they are only temporary and they are needed due to the fact that they do not have enough volunteers to assist the racers. The Council agreed to their request.  It was also noted that the receptacle that they requested for the 600 block parking lot for the Arts Fest has been installed.

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street -  Mr. Gildner inquired about the issue concerning Mr. Reed’s property on Cherry Street and he wanted to know how much has been spent on the Reed issue and how much money has been recouped by the Borough.  Mr. Gildner stated that he felt that people should be treated equally and he questioned if Council would have been as gracious to Mr. Ziegler.  President Freed noted that Mr. Ziegler was reminded may times that the issues he brings up should be discussed at the workshop meetings.
Jim Murdoch -  213 West Kline Avenue, Lansford, PA – News 13 Reporter – Mr. Murdoch started to ask questions about Mr. Reed’s position on Council and President Freed interrupted and noted that “we are not going into media questions at this point and that he would gladly address these questions after the meeting”.  President Freed asked Attorney Healy where do we sit on this and Attorney Healy noted that there is a fine line here that we should try to keep questions specific within the time line available per person.  Attorney Healy informed Mr. Murdoch that if he has specific questions now is the time to ask them.  Mr. Murdoch asked “why is Mr. Reed still sitting on Council after violating 3 separate Borough ordinances and why was there a closed session, and how come you (Attorney Healy) don’t remember being asked if they could hold a closed session concerning the issue”?  Attorney Healy stated to Mr. Murdoch that he would be glad to explain, “first of all on cases involving members on Council I have the power to use my office to prosecute people that I don’t have prior business relationships in connection with substantially related matters.  I had the legal authority and ethical capability to do it, but I choose as a matter of policy not to be involved in prosecution involving sitting and public officials.  Council knows that and he noted to Council that if they wanted to get someone else, and they did.  That is why I didn’t remember or wanted to know”.  Mr. Murdoch asked if he could acquire copies of the legal expenses from the outside attorney and was told yes he could, by filling out a right-To-Know request.  Mr. Murdoch noted that he had a lot of people contact him and they drove by the property on Cherry Street and it is still standing and in deplorable condition, he feels bad for neighbors that have to look at it.  President Freed asked Mr. Murdoch if he did go by the property and he said yes, he was by there today, and President Freed asked if it was before the building was taken down.  Mr. Murdoch said that one of his co-workers had and President Freed again asked if he was, and Mr. Murdoch said he was not. President Freed noted that he did not see the property that was suppose to be taken down.  The building in question was taken down, the other building was not cited.  Mr. Murdoch asked when the citations stopped being handed out, after Mr. Pfeiffer left and President Freed said yes.  
REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
After noting an error in the Budget Listing for the Highway Department and a request that all bills be paid with the exception of the Highway bills, Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
Ms. Burek requested that the Highway bills be carried forward to the August Workshop Meeting and that after clarification of the report is received from Joan Cheesborough these bills will be approved.  Also the Secondary Bill Listing/Transfers has fallen into this category, so the motion to approve was also tabled at this time.
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS 
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he and Chief Rachman attended to citizens complaints.

STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to authorize the solicitor to advertise the proposed Wind Turbine Ordinance Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and set up the required Public Hearing.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Kris Burek
              Bryon Reed   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
   Eldon Roberts            Russell Hallman                           
2. Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the list request submitted to have the Borough crew clean up abandoned properties in the Borough and have the Mayor declare them a nuisance. President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

3. After Ms. Burek deferred Mr. Messinger’s request to Mr. Hallman, Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve Mr. Messinger’s Zoning Permit Application to replace his sidewalks with pavers.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
              Galen Freed   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed               Russell Hallman
         B.     Highway

                    1.   Ms. Burek noted that the new utility truck was delivered on Monday 

                          August 3rd.

2. Ms. Burek asked if any quotes had been received to replace the furnace at 

the Maintenance Building.  It was decided to place this issue on the agenda for the August Workshop Meeting.
         C.     Human/Community Services
                    1.   Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to 

                          approve the request from the Northern Lehigh Historical Society, Inc. 

                          for the 6th Annual “The Gathering” scheduled for Saturday October 3, 

                          2009 with the attached list of requests for the Borough’s assistance with 

                          the understanding that they will not do anything that is not listed and also
                          that they will not cut the weeds/grass on the bridge, only the trail.  Mr. 

                          Hoffman questioned whether the Fire Police would be willing to take 

                          charge of the parking and that they should be contacted.  President Freed 

                          declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote -  All Ayes, Nays 

                          None.
2. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve the 

request from the Northern Lehigh Events Committee to hold their Halloween Parade on Saturday October 31, 2009.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote – All Ayes, Nays None.

         D.      Public Safety

1. Fire Arms Ordinance – Tabled until next meeting
offmaHo 
         E.      Sewer/Solid Waste


         1.   Mr. Jens H. Damgaard of Rhoads & Sinon LLP presented the 

                           PENNVEST Grant to the Council and explained the grant/loan 

                           conditions and obligations.  Mr. Damgaard noted that one of the 

                           conditions is that the Borough would guarantee the loan and that the

                           following action, which is to approve an ordinance, is necessary to
                           move forward with the financing of the loan.
                           Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve 

                           Ordinance No. 643 – Incurring Lease Rental Debt in the Maximum 

                           Principal Amount of $2,329,820.00 to be Evidenced by a Guaranty 

                           Agreement securing a Debt Obligation to be Issued by Slatington 

                           Borough Authority.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                           following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
                     2.  Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve 

    Resolution No. R-11-09 – Authorizing and Approving a First 

    Supplemental Agreement of Lease, Amending and Supplementing An

    Agreement of Lease, Dated as of February 15, 1995 Between the 

    Borough as Lessee and Slatington Borough Authority as Lessor with 

    Respect to the Sewer System Facilities of the Authority.  President Freed 

    declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

          F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption.
2. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the request from Hach to renew our service contract for the chlorine analyzers and the turbidity units at the Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $4,132.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

Vice-President Reed noted that he checked and found that the Water Treatment Plant does have smoke and fire alarms.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Jason Newhard noted that they will need direction from Council on the extension of water and sewer to 2nd & North Street for the Trout Creek Water Main Crossing.  The sewer will be included in the PENNVEST Project.  He also noted that we received one quote for the archeological study (Phase One), and that we should research for any money available for the study and the permits.  President Freed stated that he will check with Rep. Harhart.  Jason noted that perhaps we should be able to get an extension if needed for the CDBG funds. 
Mr. Hoffman inquired about the Railroad Street area sanitary sewer line repair and replacement and was informed that presently it is part of the Authority’s project but will have to be removed and the work must be bid under the name of the Borough not the Authority as they are not the grantee for the CDBG funds.  It was suggested that this item be put on the next workshop meeting agenda.
Jason Newhard suggested that if possible we should repair the handicap ramp, not replace it, and President Freed noted that he is checking with Rep. Harhart to see if there is any grant money available for this project.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – At the request of Attorney Healy President Freed convened the Regular Meeting at 8:20 P.M.  At 9:05 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting and stated that issues of personnel, real estate, various leases and possible litigation were discussed. 
Ms. Burek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 P.M.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Joan Cheesbrough
