BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 12 January 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Borough Secretary:  Herbert P. Pfeiffer

The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:05 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                None
    

 Ed Healy                Jason Breidinger                                    

    Kris Burek                                                               Clem Reed             Ted Stevenson

    Galen Freed
  
                               
             Chief Rachman      Melvin Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                         Donna Schleicher  John Bolton
    Eldon Roberts              




    William Fister 

    Paul Hoffman                  

    Walter Niedermeyer

MINUTES                                                                           
                                                

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 8 December 2008.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

At this time President Freed presented a Proclamation from the Borough to Marie Scheffler in recognition of her retirement as a part-time custodian.  All of Council thanked Marie for her 11+ years of service to the Borough and wished her good luck and good health.

VISITORS
Jason Breidinger – NOVA/Chamber of Commerce – Mr. Breidinger thanked Council for their continued cooperation and he noted that the NOVA Housing Agreement is to be  discussed under Public Safety.
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street/Crime Watch – Mr. Gildner informed Council that Crime Watch is composing a mailing list to recruit people.  He asked Council’s permission to be allowed to use Slatington Borough envelopes for this mailing.  President Freed noted that this issue should be discussed at the Workshop Meeting.  It was decided not to use borough letterhead as it might dilute the importance of borough mailings.  Mr. Gildner also noted that they have purchased 10 more crime watch signs, two of which if approved will be placed one coming into Slatington from Walnutport and the other one coming South on 873 into Slatington.
Donna Schleicher – 318 Main Street – Ms. Schleicher inquired if there is a set policy for snow removal.  Council reminded her that Main Street is a state highway and the Borough will come through and push back the snow if the piles reach a certain height.  John Bolton noted that they try to get as close as possible to the curb.  It was noted that there is no formal policy. 

REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       Kris Burek   
                          

    William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Paul Hoffman

Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the Secondary Listing A.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
              AYE                                      NAY         ABSTAIN           
                Galen Freed                 Kris Burek   
None          Russell Hallman        

    William Fister
     Bryon Reed


    Eldon Roberts
     Paul Hoffman

MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he and Chief Rachman have been investigating and handling citizen’s complaints.  Chief Rachman submitted various year-end reports.
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Police Pension Committee Meeting Update – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that there will be a meeting on January 22, 2009 with the committee to discuss cost of living for retirees and the possible contribution of full time police officers to the pension plan.  Mr. William Hildebrant from Beyer-Barber Company will attend this meeting.
2. Vigilant Building Lease – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that he sent out a letter to Mr. Hausman explaining the motions passed at the December 23 Workshop Meeting.  A copy of the Vigilant Fire Co. letter dated January 9, 2009 and a memo from Robert Stettner were distributed to Council.  It was decided that a committee comprised of Vigilant and Council members be created to discuss the issue of a new lease agreement.  Mr. Hallman noted that this issue should be resolved in a timely fashion due to the fact that the Vigilant has already scheduled various events over the next several months.
3. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to ratify the action by which Janice Hofmann was hired as a Part-Time Custodian effective 01/05/09.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                Galen Freed                  Kris Burek   
       None                   



        William Fister
         Bryon Reed


                     Eldon Roberts
         Russell Hallman

                                 Paul Hoffman

Mr. Pfeiffer questioned the $200.00 membership fee for the Lehigh County Economic Development Corporation and Mr. Hallman noted that he felt there was no benefit to the Borough to become a member, so no action was needed.
B.   Highway

         1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to 

               Approve Resolution R-01-09 – PennDot and Slatington Borough have 

               Agreed to Use the dotGrants System to File the Required Liquid 

               Fuels Forms Annually.  President Freed declared the motion 

               passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                Galen Freed                  Kris Burek   
       None                   



        William Fister
         Bryon Reed


                     Eldon Roberts
         Russell Hallman

                                 Paul Hoffman
2. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve Payment No. 5 (Final) to Bellview Pump Sales and Service for the 7th Street Utility Replacement Project in the amount of $62,482.35.  After it was noted that this may not be the final payment, President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                Galen Freed                  Kris Burek   
       None                   



        William Fister
         Bryon Reed


                     Eldon Roberts
         Russell Hallman

                                 Paul Hoffman

3. 2009 Uniform Shirts and Sweatshirts for the Borough Crew – After a brief discussion Ms. Burek requested that this issue should be tabled and discussed at the Executive Session.

4. Hometown Streetscape Project Update – Ms. Burek noted that Grace Industries has suspended all work until Spring.  She also noted that there had been minor problem at the Fireman Statue which Grace has taken care of.

5. General Morgan Bridge Sidewalks Reimbursement – Ms. Burek referred this issue to Mr. Pfeiffer.  Mr. Pfeiffer stated that he had contacted the state concerning the funds which we receive from the state to clear off the sidewalks on the bridge.  Since the bridge now has sidewalks on both sides, PennDot stated that they will increase the amount starting 2010, as part of the Agility Agreement.

Mr. Hallman asked Ted Stevenson the status of the plans for the 7th Sanitary Sewer Project.  Mr. Stevenson noted that they will advertise the bid request on Friday January 16th and request receipt of bids this month.
    C.     Human/Community Services

1. Mr. Fister made a motion and it was seconded to approve Resolution R-02-09 – Modifying Section 8(b) and (c) of Resolution R-10-08 Enacted on December 23, 2008 Pertaining to Requests Made Under the PA Right to Know Law.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek   
       None                   



    William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts
    Russell Hallman

                            Paul Hoffman

2. Mr. Fister made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to 

appoint Dr. Sally Rex to a 4-year term on the Board of Health said term to expire 12/31/2012.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek         None                 


                William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                            Eldon Roberts
    Russell Hallman

                                        Paul Hoffman

                     3.   Mr. Fister made a motion to accept David Krause’s resignation from the 

                           Zoning Hearing Board effective December 31, 2008 as Vice Chairman.  

                           Attorney Healy noted that since Mr. Krause completed his term, no 

                           action is required by Council. Mr. Fister withdrew his motion. Mr. 



   Pfeiffer noted that 2 vacancies still exist on the board.
     D.     Public Safety 

                    1.   NOVA Housing Agreement – Ms. Burek requested that Council submit 

                          the proposed agreement to Attorney Healy for review.
     E.     Sewer/Solid Waste

1. Mr. Pfeiffer noted that the DEP COA Progress Report No. 2 will be mailed by January 15, 2009.
     F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption

2. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to accept the Delta Geophysics, Inc. Proposal in the amount of $1,550.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek         None                 


                William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                            Eldon Roberts
    Russell Hallman

                                        Paul Hoffman

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Freed called an Executive Session at 8:00 P.M. thereby recessing the Regular Meeting.  At 10:45 P.M.  President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting ending the Executive Session and stated that matters of possible litigation, and personnel were discussed.

Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the temporary upgrade wage differential for the Assistant Treasurer Joan Cheesbrough and for Acctg/Payroll Clerk Susan Guedes for the 984 hours during the absence of a borough manager. President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek         None                 


                William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                            Eldon Roberts
    Russell Hallman

                                        Paul Hoffman

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to purchase through the Warnock Fleet using the Costar’s #13 State Contract a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor with a light package and additional equipment at a cost of $27,067.66.  This will replace the old No. 602 unmarked vehicle.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek         None                 


                William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                            Eldon Roberts
    Russell Hallman

                                        Paul Hoffman

After a discussion in Executive Session it was decided to let Mr. Pfeiffer handle the purchase of new shirts and sweatshirts for the Borough Crew.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 P.M.

Herbert P. Pfeiffer

Borough Secretary

