BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 12 October 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Recording Secretary:  Bryon Reed, Vice-President
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:04 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                William Fister
         Attorney Healy       John Bolton                                     

    Kris Burek                                                            Toni Snyder
     Robert Stettner 
    Galen Freed
  
                               
         Chief Rachman       Carol Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                      Judy Shiner            Melvin Gildner
    Eldon Roberts              


          William Stein         Nicole Breneman
    Paul Hoffman



          Jim Murdoch          Dan Stevens
    Walter Niedermeyer                                             Gary Phillips          Ted Stevenson

    

                      


          Bob Steets
     




          

MINUTES            
                              
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the 14 September 2009 Regular Council Meeting Minutes and the Public Hearing Meeting Minutes of 14 September 2009.  President Freed declared the motions passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None.
VISITORS
Toni Snyder – 343 Oak Street, Walnutport, PA. (St. John’s Second Chance Shop) – In July they requested 2 parking passes for their volunteers, some of whom are elderly and have difficulty walking the distance from the church parking lot to the shop and were told that Council could not issue special passes for some of the businesses and not all the others.  It was also noted that issuing these special passes would interfere with having enough parking spaces for the businesses’ customers.  Council requested that they come back to the October Workshop Meeting for further consideration and discussion.
William Stein – 642 West Franklin Street (Tax Collector) – Mr. Stein gave an update on the Tax Collector Committee Meeting on September 17, 2009.  Ms. Christine Stafford was elected Chair Person, Rosemarie Nonemaker Vice-Chair, John Myers Secretary.  Mr. Stein noted that the second meeting was held on October 1, 2009 and they discussed how they are going to pay some of the financial obligations that they are already incurring.  The next meeting will be on October 15, 2009.  Solicitor Healy asked if the plan is to vote on any actions and Mr. Stein said no, but the state will supply a time table. 
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – Mr. Gildner inquired about the status of the stop signs at Kuehner and Diamond and was told that the ordinance has been advertised and will be acted upon at the October Workshop Meeting.  He inquired if Mr. Stevenson from Spotts, Stevens and McCoy or Mr. Newhard are licensed engineers and Mr. Stevenson replied in the negative.  Mr. Gildner also inquired why no one from the Borough appeared at the hearing for Mr. Ziegler on March 4th, 2009.  Mr. Hoffman stated that the Code Enforcement Officer had the wrong time listed for the hearing and missed it.

Gary Phillips – 217 East South Street (Chair of the Borough Authority) – Mr. Phillips stated that he is here representing the Borough Authority and to keep the Borough informed about the PENNVEST Project.  He noted that he, Attorney Healy, Ted Stevenson, Andrea Martin and the rest of the Authority were busy getting the administrative paperwork done for the closing of the project and getting everything ready for the actual construction job to begin, which will be in about 2 – 3 weeks.  He extended an invitation to Council and the Mayor to speak at the October 19th Ground Breaking Ceremony at the Maintenance Building.  Mr. Phillips expressed how important it is to have the CDBG and Charles Dent monies re-allocated, which will help to do more work on storm sewers, I/I work, and asking Council’s approval for the Authority’s ability to co-ordinate these two grants.  He informed Council that the Authority meetings have been rescheduled to morning meetings while the sewer project is going on and that we have received the contractor’s schedule.  Mr. Phillips ended by stating that if there are any more grants out there possibly for water improvements that we should try to obtain them.
There will be a pre-construction meeting on Tuesday October 13th at 2:00 P.M. and that a newsletter explaining the sewer project along with the 2010 garbage schedule has been sent out to every homeowner, landlord and tenant.

Robert Steets – 332 Main Street – Mr. Steets suggested that a stop sign be placed at the bottom of the hill on Center Street.  Chief Rachman stated that people cannot stop at the bottom of the hill in wintertime and he suggested possibly restricting parking on the corners in order to have clear viewing to pull out onto Center from Chestnut Street.  Mr. Steets also suggested that perhaps something could also be done from Walnut Street down Chestnut to Center involving parking at the corners (line of sight).  Council noted that the Borough would look into this situation.

Dan Stevens – 560 Main Street – Northern Lehigh Future Focus – Mr. Stevens gave an update on the County Streetscape Enhancement Grant – 1st part – the planter down at the trailhead sign is completed; the 2nd part – the 3 panel kiosk – received a price - $4,081.45 (panels and frame) – the Delaware and Lehigh Corridor will pay half ($2,040.23) and request one panel be reserved for the corridor, and NLFF is requesting that the Borough pay for the second half.  The 3rd part is the $2000.00 banners for the General Morgan Bridge.  President Freed suggested that these issues be presented at the October Workshop Meeting.

Nicole Breneman – 16 Center Street – Ms. Breneman voiced her concerns also about no stop sign on Center and Chestnut and the speeding on Center Street.  She is requesting that perhaps signs could be posted (slow speed sign – children at play).  Chief Rachman said we cannot do a speed sign because of the distance. 
REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Secondary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                    AYE                                       NAY           ABSTAIN         
                            Galen Freed                Kris Burek
       None   
   Russell Hallman                      

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts

MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer stated that 2 months ago Josh and Jake Moser asked his permission to clean up Maple Spring Drive as part of a project and was told it would be okay and that they could put the trash at the mayor’s home.  He also noted that the slate work at the trailhead is finished, that he participated in the Homecoming Parade and also that he was awarded the Mayor of the Year Award at the 4th Annual Mayor Award Dinner.
Chief Rachman stated the Police Department received a new computer from the County to put their accidents reports on line and offered their old computer to be put at the Maintenance Building.  He requested that the police files be removed from the hard drive by our I/S person (Andy Gildner) and have him reformat the hard drive.
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Northern Lehigh Historical Society, Inc. Donation Request – tabled until the October Workshop Meeting.
2. Steckel & Stopp Lease - Tabled
3. Vigilant Lease – Mr. Stettner noted that the Vigilant approved the lease and are waiting for Council’s approval and Attorney Healy noted the various issues are resolved and also asked for Council’s approval.  Ms. Burek and Mr. Hoffman stated that they have not seen the lease draft and so it was decided to table until the October Workshop Meeting until everyone has had a chance to review the draft.
4. Diane Reeser Letter – It was determined by Lehigh Engineering’s survey of the lot at Center and Main, that Ms. Reeser’s fence and her shed are on the borough’s lot.  Mr. Hallman noted that he will talk to her and show her the engineer’s findings.  They will discuss their decision at the October Workshop Meeting.

5. The request to approve Change Order Request No. 1 from Livengood Excavators, Inc. in the amount of $6,750.00 for guide rail on the trail was tabled.  The question arose about who authorized the change order and SSM will check with Livengood about this.
6. Joan Cheesbrough Memo – The issue of replacing the Borough Hall roof was discussed and it was decided to have Bryon Reed write up specs and have it go out on bid.

Approval was given to have the 2000 Chevy utility truck advertised and go out for bids.

Ms. Burek noted the 30% rate hike in PPL’s electric rates for 2010 and she suggested we think about purchasing the street lights as previously discussed earlier in the year.  It was suggested that this issue be put on a future workshop meeting agenda.

Mr. Gildner noted as being a member of the Zoning Hearing Board that we take into consideration the easement of the fence and shed situated on 250 Main Street which is on the property line.  President Freed noted that we are aware of these issues and as previously discussed it will be taken care of.

B. Highway

Ms. Burek noted that Mr. Fister is very ill and that Council should remember him in their prayers.  President Freed related that he is somewhat better, but will probably end up in an assisted living facility.

                    1.    Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve 

                           Application for final Payment No. 5 from Grace Industries in the amount 

                           of $18,507.31 for the tree grates and retain age held through 8/31/09.

               President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, 

                           voting as follows:






  ROLL CALL
                               AYE                                                    NAY                    
                                  Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

          Paul Hoffman             Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

2. Maintenance Building Boiler Update – She asked Mr. Hallman if he had received any more information about the waste boilers used for burning waste oil and he replied that he had received some, but that is looks like it will be more expensive than we thought.  It was decided to discuss this in more detail at the workshop meeting.
3. Tree Vitalization Grant Update – Ms. Burek noted that she met with John 

Bolton, Les Glanz and the Tree Tender volunteers.  The trees are arriving and being planted and the project should be completed the week of 10/19/09.  She thanked the road crew who planted the trees. 

C.     Human/Community Services 
                1. John Bolton noted that playground mulch has been ordered and will be

                    placed at Victory Park.

      D.      Public Safety

1. Mr. Hoffman vertified that the ordinance for the stop sign will be 

    advertised and acted upon at the October Workshop Meeting.
     o 
      E.      Sewer/Solid Waste


          1. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to give 

                          the Borough Authority approval to do a CDBG scope change and the 

                          Dent monies to reallocate funds to be used for storm sewer 

                          improvements and street paving in low/mod income areas impacted by

                          PENNVEST construction.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                          following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                      2. PENNVEST Grant Update – Discussed at the Visitors Section by Gary
                          Phillips.

  3. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the
      Authority’s request to have some Borough staff attend the Authority 
      meetings if needed.  President Freed declared the motion passed 
      following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None.

4. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the 

Authority request for a Transfer of Funds in the amount of $47,868.61 to cover the following bill listing.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

5. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the 

Reimbursement Agreement with the Slatington Borough Authority.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

6. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to have Council 

direct the Borough Engineer to prepare the necessary specifications to clean out the reed beds at the WWTP and advertise for bids to be received no later than December 15, 2009.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

7. Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to authorize the 

Borough Authority to advertise the specs provided by DeFrain Electric for the WWTP backup generator.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Kris Burek
       Russell Hallman
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts
Ted Stevenson stated that he had schedules, changes and drawings for the PENNVEST project and he suggested that perhaps they could be put on the Borough’s website.  Council would make the decision on how often the website should be updated and they should check with the webmaster concerning changes.

John Bolton noted the “Water Warning Project” which has to be implemented by May 2010 and asked if we could use this system for updating the sewer project.  It was also stated that perhaps we could use it for informing the public any problems and emergencies.

      F.    Water           

                    1.   Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption.
Vice-President Reed noted that the Hard-A-Lee certified letter was returned to the office unsigned and that delivery of the regular letter was made for the outstanding water bill at 120 Second Street.  It was noted that the office has started the procedure as per Council’s motion to file a lien.

Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to direct Road Con to finish paving the parking lot at Main and Center, and authorize it, if necessary to substitute a qualified local subcontractor at no expense to the Borough to complete these tasks prior to November 30, 2009.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

  ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

Unfinished Business 

Mr. Hallman contacted one person for prices on the landscaping steps for the Center Street parking lot.  He also questioned about the archaeological study for the Trout Creek Water Main Crossing.  Vice-President Reed noted that he must contact Jason and that he spoke to Ben Showers at Road-Con who gave him information about the fish study that was performed when the bridge project was done.  Ted Stevenson noted that unless you have this study done we will not be able to proceed and get the necessary permits.  Vice-President Reed stated that he will look into getting the Grubbe Associates’s proposal signed.

Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to authorize the Finance Chairman to obtain quotes and pricing options from the present insurance carrier and other insurance companies for employee health insurance.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

At a request from President Freed for an Executive Session, the Regular Meeting was convened.  President Freed convened the Executive Session and reconvened the Regular Meeting.  Matters of real estate, personnel, possible litigation and collective bargaining were discussed.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Joan Cheesbrough
