BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 13 April 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Borough Secretary:  Herbert P. Pfeiffer

The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:02 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                William Fister
          Steven Strack         John Bolton                                     

    Kris Burek                                                            Clem Reed             Ted Stevenson
    Galen Freed
  
                               
          Chief Rachman      Melvin Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                      Robert Stettner       Robert Herzog
    Eldon Roberts              


          George Moyer        Katherine Moyer
    Paul Hoffman



          Brian Pepe
     Jason Breidinger
  

    Walter Niedermeyer   


          Harold Green         Jamie Schlessinger



       


          Tim Moran            Bob Kearns 
 
MINUTES                                                                           
                                                

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 9 March 2009.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

VISITORS
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – Mr. Gildner inquired if the Borough has an ordinance against J-Walking and he also wanted to know if any students had recently been reprimanded for inappropriate behavior.  
Robert Stettner – 44 S. Walnut Street – Mr. Stettner stated that he felt it was “very tacky, in bad taste and very inappropriate” for a street sign to be attached to a historical marker and a Crime Watch sign placed below a sign bearing the name of a 4-Star General who has a bridge named after him.  President Freed agreed with Mr. Stettner and noted that this issue will be looked into and discussed later.
George Moyer – 231 Main Street – Mr. Moyer expressed his displeasure at having to call the garbage hauler when they missed his garbage twice.  He feels that the office staff should be calling the hauler, however it was noted that the garbage hauler requested that they be called directly.

Brian Pepe – 1329 Pin Oak Lane – Mr. Pepe stated that he reviewed the ordinance regarding residential lighting and was wondering if this ordinance covers both residential and commercial lighting.  He distributed some photos of his neighbor’s lights who claim that they are for security reasons, however the lights are on all night long.  Mr. Pepe stated that the brightness is affecting his and other neighbors’ properties.  The property in question is at 1330 Oakhurst Drive.

Jason Breidinger – NOVA – Mr. Breidinger noted their Roundtable Meeting will be held on April 16 to discuss the budget.  Chamber of Commerce – Slatington is now linked to the Chamber’s website at GreaterNorthernLehigh.Com.  He also noted that on May 5th the Chamber’s luncheon for the municipal update will be held.  Mr. Breidinger mentioned that the trailhead is coming along nicely and he thanks the Borough for their quick reaction on getting the lease turned around and by the middle of May we may have the lease back from the County and start getting the area improved.
Harold Green – Walnutport Borough Council (Chairperson Centennial Committee) – Mr. Green on behalf of the Walnutport Centennial Committee is requesting the Borough’s permission to close Main Street starting at the A-Plus on Main Street over to Walnutport on May 23rd for their Centennial Parade.  He noted that they already submitted their request to close Route 873 to Penn Dot. 
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to give Mr. Pfeiffer permission to draft a letter of approval to Walnutport for their request with some changes to route closing.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS – 
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that in March he swore in Dean Heffelfinger as a Slatington Fire Police, Linda Nails as a Parking/Ordinance Enforcement Officer, and Dru Nierer, Lee Andreas to the Zoning Hearing Board, and Melvin Gildner to the Zoning Hearing Board as an Alternate.  On April 4th he, Lee Andreas and Janice Stavrov (volunteers) attended a Tree Tender Class at Marywood University in Dunmore PA for the Tree Vitalize Program and on April 6th  he represented the Borough at a Spirit Award presentation honoring Robert Treskot.

Chief Rachman – He noted that there have been quite a few vehicle break-ins and items such as GPS’s, wallets and other valuables have been stolen.  He cautioned that people should keep their cars locked and not leave valuables inside their vehicles.

STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve Resolution R-06-09 – Destruction of Voice Recordings of Slatington Borough Council Meetings.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
2. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve Resolution R-07-09 – Authorizing Submission of a Federal Fiscal Year (FFY 2009) Community Development Block Grant Sub Grant Application to the County of Lehigh.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

3. Daytime Parking Permits – Employees of businesses on Main Street have been getting parking tickets because they do not move their vehicles by the allotted time (2 hr. limit).  Mr. Hallman suggested that some sort of certificate or ticket be given to these businesses for their employees to use while working to alleviate the problem.  However, it was also noted that having these people parking over the limit prevents the parking spaces being available for customers.  Council deferred further discussion until the 28th April Workshop 
4. Borough of Slatington Fire Police/Truck Fund – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that the initial amount of this fund was $1200.00 and was established using the Borough ID Tax No.  The bank informed Mr. Pfeiffer that since there is no formal paperwork that says anything to the contrary they consider it Borough’s money and they stated that the Borough is the only one who can access the money.  This can be done by passing a resolution with new signers on the account, since there are no original signers alive.  It was decided to have Mr. Pfeiffer draft a resolution to that effect and have Attorney Healy review it.
5. Street Light Purchase – Mr. Jamie Schlessinger representing Concord Public Financial Advisers distributed proposals from various banks and
      explained the different types of loans available.  Mr. Tim Moran and Mr.
      Bob Kearns from Municipal Energy Managers were present to answer 
      any questions concerning the street light purchase program.  They 
      informed Council that any legal fees incurred by the Borough would be 
      covered by MEM.
6. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to have the Borough Manager and Chief Rachman submit an application for the COPS Grant Program for a school resource officer.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek



   Chief Rachman noted that the superintendent of the school informed him 

                           that the school board is in agreement with the grant and their obligation 

                           to pay ½ the cost for the officer for the fourth year as proposed in 

                           the grant.
     B.     Highway

                    1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve 

                          Ordinance No. 640 – Regulation for Horizontal Axis Wind Turbines
                          President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll

                          Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Kris Burek
               Bryon Reed   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
                                       Eldon Roberts


    Walter Niedermeyer


   Russell Hallman
2. Brian Keys Request – Mr. Keys submitted a letter and a diagram concerning a trash area problem at his property at 620 Main Street.  After a brief discussion Council suggested that Mr. Keys be invited to the next workshop meeting to discuss this issue to arrive at a satisfactory agreement for both Mr. Keys and the Borough.
3. Mr. Pfeiffer drafted Ordinance No. 639 – Establishing Snyder Avenue and Diamond Street as One-Way Streets in a Northerly Direction North of  Kuehner Avenue and after a brief discussion Council suggested that this ordinance be advertised and submitted for action at the April 28th Workshop Meeting.
4. Salt Shed – Ms. Burek noted that she and Mr. Pfeiffer met with a representative from a salt shed construction firm and received a quote of approximately $30,000.00.  It was suggested that this project go out on bid.  Mr. Pfeiffer noted that we can submit a grant to DCNR for monies and also we may be able to use Liquid Fuels money.
     C.     Human/Community Services

                    1.   Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to 

                          appoint Jon Rinker to fill the open position on the Parks & 

                          Recreation Committee.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                          following a Roll Call, voting as follows:        
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

2. Future Focus Request for a grant application for Christmas decorations 

      for the new bridge – Tabled until the April 28th Workshop Meeting.

3. Walnutport’s request for detour to accommodate their Centennial Parade

on May 23rd 2009.  This request was discussed at the Visitor Session.

John Bolton voiced his concern about the businesses located from the A Plus to the bridge.  Mr. Hoffman suggested that Mr. Pfeiffer discuss this issue with Mr. Green about the proposed detour and where it should start.

4. Northern Lehigh School District Letter – Council decided not to give a

donation this year.  
5. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to 

authorize SSM to re-bid the paving of the last 600 feet of the Rail Trail.

President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                 Kris Burek                Russell Hallman
      
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts
6. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to 
approve Future Focus’s request to put a Port-A-Potty on the trailhead near the Pumping Station.
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

     D.     Public Safety 

                    1.   NOVA Lease Update – Steven Strack (SSM) informed Council that 

                          Attorney Healy still has to meet with the Fire Chief and would 

                           update at the May 11th Council Meeting.
                    2.   Vigilant Lease Reply Letter – Council reviewed this letter.  The question 
                           was asked why another meeting was not yet set up with the committee 
                           from the Vigilant and Mr. Pfeiffer informed Council that a committee 
                           member is looking for additional information regarding the building.


   When asked Councillor Burek stated that she is the committee member.



   Action tabled until more information is obtained.

3. 7th Street Concrete Deterioration – Ted Stevenson informed Council 

there may be monies available through Growing Green to repair the buffer on the creek or through Penn Dot.  He will verify ownership of the property.
     E.     Sewer/Solid Waste


        1.   Mr. Pfeiffer noted that the smoke testing was completed and the main 

                          problems were: vent caps, drain spouts and catch basins.

        2.   COA was submitted to the DEP by the April deadline date.
     F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption.
2. Forest Replenishment Discussion – Mr. Pfeiffer informed Council that he 

met with Brent Backenstoes of Backenstoes Lumber Co. to discuss loggings/land clearings at the Water Treatment Plant.  Council asked Mr. Pfeiffer to check with Steve Martinez if there is already an agreement in place with another company.  Action tabled

3. Water Bills – (Hard-A-Lee Partnership – 120 Second Street and Julius 

Casari – 316 Kern Street) – A discussion occurred regarding whether the Borough had a fee in place for testing meters.  Ted Stevenson stated he felt this was addressed back in 1981 when the meters were initially installed.  Mr. Pfeiffer was asked to verify if we do have charges for testing meters.  Mr. Pfeiffer informed Council that Julius Casari had a concern about his water bill and the accuracy of the meter.  Mr. Pfeiffer asked whether Council would consider running a side by side test similar to Hard-A-Lee Partnership presently in progress.  Action was tabled until the April 28th Workshop Meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None
EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Freed called an Executive Session at 9:15 P.M. thereby recessing the Regular Meeting.  At 9:45 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting ending the Executive Session and stated that matters of possible litigation, and personnel were discussed.

Mr. Roberts questioned the placement of a Crime Watch sign at the Gildner residence (528 Pine Street).  Mr. Pfeiffer was asked to check the placement to see if the sign is located in the Borough cartway.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to adjourn at 9:47 P.M.
Herbert P. Pfeiffer

Borough Secretary

