BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 14 December 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Recording Secretary:  Stephen Salvesen
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:05 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                           OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                None
         
     Attorney Healy      John Bolton                                     

    Kris Burek                                                        Jon Rinker
            Ted Stevenson 
    Galen Freed
  
                               
     Chief Rachman      Carol Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                 George Moyer        Melvin Gildner
    Eldon Roberts              


     Chad Trego            Ashley Fenstermacher
    Paul Hoffman                                                   Robert Stettner      Ed Ziegler
    Daniel Stevens



      Jason Breidinger    

    Walter Niedermeyer
At this time, President Freed introduced to Council and Visitors Mr. Stephen Salvesen as the new Borough Manager.

MINUTES – There were no minutes for approval                                            
VISITORS
Jon Rinker – 448 Kuehner Avenue – Mr. Rinker asked why stop signs were placed on Kuehner and Diamond Streets.  Chief Rachman noted that there was a concern about pedestrian traffic and students leaving the school at 2:10 P.M.  There was a plan to re-route the school traffic but this was not feasible so putting in the signs was Plan B.  Council had discussed this issue at a meeting and an ordinance was advertised and passed.  Mr. Rinker stated that this inconveniences all the people who have been living there for the past 40 years.  Chief Rachman noted that this solution was arrived at after various discussions with the school district.  Council noted that this situation would be reviewed in 8 months.

George Moyer – 231 Main Street – Mr. Moyer noted that the recent ice storm created a problem with the metal grate that was installed when they planted the tree in front of his home.  He questioned who would be liable if someone would get hurt and he also stated that one of the grates is sinking.  President Freed remarked that his concerns have been duly noted.

Ashley Fenstermacher – 512 East Church Street – Ms. Fenstermacher complained that when the Walnutport Police comes over to visit with the Slatington Police that they park in front of her garage and block her property.  President Freed suggested that she contact Chief Rachman with her issue.  She also noted that when one particular female officer is on duty there is also a problem about parking.

Chad Trego – 403 East Church Street – Mr. Trego asked various questions concerning the sewer replacement project in connection with replacing laterals and patching the streets after the work is completed.

Ed Ziegler – 102 Chestnut Street – Mr. Ziegler complimented Chief Rachman and Sgt. Burke for their assistance when they apprehended a thief stealing copper from inside one of his buildings.  He expressed his concern about when tractor trailers come through town in connection with traffic lights.  He suggested that the light stand should be behind the sidewalk so it won’t get clipped.

Jason Brieidinger – NOVA/Chamber of Commerce/Venture Group – He welcomed Mr. Salvesen and noted that he will be their guest at the Chamber February 2 2010 luncheon.  He noted that their Board Meetings will be the first Friday of the month at 7:30 A.M.  The Venture Group thanked all the groups for their co-operation during the year and that grant money is coming in from the state to start work on the old school lot park.

On behalf of NOVA, Jason thanked the Borough and Fire Department for their help in 2009.

REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
                            Daniel Stevens

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Secondary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                    AYE                                       NAY           ABSTAIN         
                            Galen Freed                Kris Burek
       None   
   Russell Hallman                      

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts
    Daniel Stevens
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer stated that on November 9th he swore in Rebecca Saborsky as a part-time police officer; on December 4th Stephen Salvesen as the Borough Manager and Athanasios Milios as a part-time police officer. On December 4th he participated in the tree lighting ceremony at the old school lot along with the Santa fire truck for the children.  Chief Rachman stated that the Crime Watch Christmas Get Together will be held on December 17th.
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. There was a long discussion about CD investments and the applicable 

       maturity dates. Ms. Ashley Fenstermacher who was a visitor stated that 

       she worked for Wachovia and that they had better rates.  It was noted 

       that someone had contacted Wachovia and that they never returned our 

       call.  Mr. Salvesen stated that he will check into this.

       Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to authorize the 
       Borough Manager to split into 6 and 9 months in $95,000.00 increments 
       and invest the CD’s where they will produce the highest yield and are 
       FDIC insured.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a 
       Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

2. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve Resolution R-14-09 – Appointing the Borough Manager as the Primary Voting Delegate and William Stein, Tax Collector as First Alternate Voting Delegate to the Tax Collection Committee for the Borough of Slatington.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

3. Mr. Stevens explained the signage for the trail and the additional stone.  He also reminded Council that we need to have all the bills received and paid for by December 31, 2009 in order to complete the grant for the Rail-Trail.  Mr. Stevens made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to purchase additional stone for the trail and a project sign required by the DCNR for at the end of the trail.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

4. 2010 Budget – Executive Session

5. Employees Health Care – Executive Session

B. Highway

1. Ms. Burek passed out quotes to repair the boiler (1) Marvin Olewine to

      replace the boiler and (2) Kromer Plumbing  to repair the coil in the 

      boiler or to install a hot water heater which did not include the cost of

      the electrical work to install the heater.  Ms. Burek made a motion 

      seconded by Vice-President Reed to authorize Mr. Saleven to 

      contact Marvin Olewine about another quote for boiler repairs to replace 

      the coil and the cost of installation of a water heater and compare it to

      Kromer’s proposal; and whomever comes in at the lower bid award the 
      repair work immediately.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

      following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

C.     Human/Community Services 
1. Mr. Stevens made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to appoint 

Robert Stettner to the Slatington Parks & Recreation Commission for a three-year term.  This term would be retroactive to January 2009 and expire January 1, 2012.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes Nays None

2. Mr. Stevens made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to renew our 

Membership in the PA Recreation and Park Society at a cost of $80.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

3. Mr. Stevens made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve 

Resolution R-13-09 – Adopting the Northern Lehigh County Multi-Municipal Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            Daniel Stevens

                  4.   DCNR Grant Update – Mr. Stevens noted that we received $20,000.00 

                        from the state and the second $20,000.00 will be forthcoming from the 

                        Green Future Fund.  They also have a $3,000.00 commitment from the 

                        Chamber Foundation.  Work on the Memorial Park will begin in Spring.
5. Mr. Stevens noted that he received an application from the Lehigh County 

Gaming Revenue, but was told by Cindy Finburg that there is only $112,000.00 in the pot and most of it will go toward large municipalities for the police, etc. and not to bother to apply.

6. Mr. Stevens noted the thank you letter from the Northern Lehigh 

      Historical Society for the $1,000.00 contribution for the building at the 

      Trail Head.
      D.      Public Safety

1. Mr. Hoffman noted that he had an item for Executive Session.
President Freed noted that there is a large dumpster behind 624-626 Main Street and was informed that this property had been recently purchased and was being totally cleaned out and remodeled.

     o 
      E.      Sewer/Solid Waste


          1. Attorney Healy stated that there was a request from several Authority 

                          members to encourage co-ordination between the contractor’s work 

                          schedule and SSM to allow the website to be updated more frequently 

                          (every 2 to 3 weeks) to enable publication of the proposed work schedule

                           on the website.
2. Mr. Salvesen noted that he submitted a copy of the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Operator’s Job Description to the Authority for their review and approval.  This description was put together by Mr. Myers, SSM, the solicitor and the Authority and will be given to applicants.  He also noted that he is tracking applications that have been received and Attorney Healy stated that there was an advertisement noting a January 15, 2010 deadline.  No action will be taken at this time
      F.    Water           

                    1.   Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption.
2. Vice-President Reed inquired about the Trout Creek Project and Ted 

     Stevenson noted that the archeological study results should be received

     by the end of the week.

Unfinished Business 

The adoption of the Council Workshop Meetings Minutes will occur at the December Workshop Meeting.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve notifying the Police and their union representative by letter that the Borough will be deducting 5% as a Pension Contribution from their salary.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       Paul Hoffman   
                          

    Daniel Stevens    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek


Mr. Stevens made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to authorize the Manager to advertise that the December 22 Workshop Meeting will be cancelled and that a Special Meeting will be held on Monday December 28 at 6:30 P.M. and also that the 2010 Budget will be adopted.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None                          

                Daniel Stevens    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek
                            Paul Hoffman

President Freed convened the Regular Council Meeting and requested an Executive Session.  President Freed reconvened the Regular Council Meeting and noted that matters of personnel and possible litigation were discussed.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 P.M.

Stephen Salvesen



Borough Secretary

