BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 8 June 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Recording Secretary:  Bryon Reed, Vice-President
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:00 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                None
                      Attorney Healy       John Bolton                                     

    Kris Burek                                                            George Moyer        Ted Stevenson
    Galen Freed
  
                               
          Chief Rachman      Carol Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                      Robert Stettner       Melvin Gildner
    Eldon Roberts              


          Donald Jennings     Jeffrey Hausman
    Paul Hoffman



          Katherine Moyer    William Stein
    William Fister



          
    Walter Niedermeyer   


          



      

 
MINUTES                                                                           
                                                

The minutes of the 11 May 2009 Council Meeting were not available for approval at this time.  They will be presented at the 13 July 2009 Council Meeting.
VISITORS
Donald Jennings – 141 Center Street – Mr. Jennings requested an update concerning the replacement of sidewalk in front of his home by the Borough.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Fister to have the Borough replace one section of sidewalk over the water line and curb stop.  President Freed declared motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                William Fister
       Kris Burek  
                          

    Bryon Reed    
    


       Eldon Roberts


                                                             

       Paul Hoffman

                            





       Russell Hallman

Jeffrey Hausman – President – Vigilant Fire Company and Robert Stettner – Mr. Stettner gave a copy of a letter to President Freed drawn up by the Vigilant Committee at their meeting on Sunday 7 June with the Vigilant Membership. They are in agreement with everything that was discussed with the Council committee last Monday 1 June and that they can precede with the lease agreement.  He also noted that they presented Vice-President Reed with some money toward the back portion.  President Freed stated that he will make copies of the letter and distribute them to the other Council members to review and discuss.
William Stein – Tax Collector – 642 West Washington Street – Mr. Stein distributed copies of a letter he received from the Lehigh County Government Center regarding the software that they use as tax collectors to track all the taxes.  They had talked about doing away with this software and 2010 will be the last year they will use it.  The school went away from it last year, and he noted that this is the second year that he is using a new system for them and it is handled by Berks County Intermediate Unit.  He noted that they went with these individuals because the software is more users friendly, they had the best price and they have the most experience.  He also reminded Council that they need to look into a new system and have till the end of 2010.
REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       Kris Burek   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             William Fister
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS 
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he attended on behalf of the Borough the press conference and Trail Head Sign Dedication on May 12, 2009 at the 100 block of Slatington, on May 25, 2009 he participated in the Memorial Day Parade and spoke at the ceremony at Fairview Cemetery, and on May 30, 2009 he attended a seminar at LG Energy Solutions in Nazareth.  They deal in solar and wind turbine engine solutions (businesses not residential).   He also stated that he and Chief Rachman worked on residential complaints 
Chief Rachman reminded Council to keep in their thoughts the two troopers who were shot the night before after responding to a domestic situation.  One of the troopers was killed and the suspect was also shot and killed.  He noted that he is working on a personnel issue and will elaborate when the time is right, if it ever comes.  He told Council that he has received no response from the Department of Justice concerning the COPS grant.  He also stated that the former Borough Manager was the point person on that and following his termination Chief Rachman sent a change of contact information to them and he has not received confirmation on that.  He reported 5 incidents resulting in arrests at the high school.  Chief Rachman noted that he overheard a conversation about the possibility of installing locked gates on the trail and his concern about the police’s accessibility to the trail if these gates are in fact installed.  After a brief discussion Council decided that would not happen.
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Bond Issue Update – Mr. Hallman noted that he will come into the Borough Office on Tuesday to discuss this with Joan Cheesbrough.
2. Duane Dellecker’s Memo on “Lighting” – The current ordinance only applies to commercial.  President Freed asked for any questions or comments.  It was decided to have Attorney Healy’s input.  Attorney Healy stated to Council that it is their call to decide which avenue to take.  Council agreed to table it until they discuss it further.
3. Borough Manager Update – None

4. Resolution R-08-09 – Slatington Fire Police Truck Fund – Tabled

5. Vigilant Lease Update – Discussed at Visitor Session

6. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts for affirmation of the purchase of a 55-gallon drum of anti-freeze from John R. Young at a cost of $310.42, which will be used by the Highway Department, Police, Sewer and Water Departments.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:



ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             William Fister

                            Kris Burek
     B.     Highway

                   1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve

                         Livengood’s request for a 30 day extension for the 7th Street Storm 

                         Sewer Project.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                         following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            William Fister

Mr. Stevenson presented his June 2009 Engineer’s Report listing the various projects and their updates.  Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to proceed with the work as outlined in Mr. Stevenson’s report for Livengood’s change order and that he also proceed with the appropriate paperwork to Lehigh County.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:  

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            William Fister

     C.     Human/Community Services

                   1.   Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve            

                         a $50.00 fireworks sponsorship for The Gathering “Rails to Trails”.  

                         President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting
                         as follows:
  ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       Kris Burek 
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             William Fister
     D.     Public Safety 

                    1.   Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve 

                          Ordinance No. 641 – Modifying Sections 87-5 and 87-6 of the 

                          Codified Ordinances of the Borough to Specify the Types of Fires 

                          Permitted Under The Fire Prevention Ordinance.  President Freed 

                          declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
   ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
                   None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            William Fister

2. Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to authorize the 

Solicitor to advertise Ordinance No. 642 – Amending Chapter 141 of the Codified Ordinances.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
                   None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            William Fister

     E.     Sewer/Solid Waste


        1.   Pump Station Update – The wet well has a large amount of grit and 

                          grease and needs to be cleaned and the work will begin sometime in 

                          July or August.
Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman for approval to purchase Strike (liquid and pellets) from the USA Blue Book in the amount of $3460.00 for the reed beds.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    Paul Hoffman    
    Bryon Reed



    Eldon Roberts             Kris Burek

                            William Fister

                    2.    Smoke Testing Update – Mr. Roberts noted there were approximately 60 

                           violations, which are now being processed and letters will be sent out.

     F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption.
2. Water Bill Update – Hard-A-Lee – 120 Second Street – Vice-President Reed noted that he did a little follow-up, but suggested that the Borough foreman present a written statement documenting our actions, and then Council will address and make a definite decision.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Mr. Hoffman noted that Resolution R-08-09 - Establishing Bank Account No. 9056151, and Approving Authorized Signatures for the Slatington Fire Police Truck Fund was tabled.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Freed called an Executive Session thereby recessing the Regular Meeting.  President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting and cited that issues of personnel and possible litigation (actual and threatening) were discussed.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:35 P.M. without Councillor Burek.
President Freed noted that one other item was to be discussed. There is a matter of some outstanding bills, but since the particular council member who is holding the bills has left, it was suggested to call the member and ask the reason for holding onto these bills.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 P.M.
Assistant Borough Secretary

Joan Cheesbrough
