BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 9 February 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Borough Secretary:  Herbert P. Pfeiffer

The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:02 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                None
    

 Ed Healy                John Bolton                                    

    Kris Burek                                                               Clem Reed             Jason Newhard
    Galen Freed
  
                               
             Chief Rachman      Melvin Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                         Jason Breidinger
    Eldon Roberts              




    William Fister 

    Paul Hoffman                  

    Walter Niedermeyer

MINUTES                                                                           
                                                

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 12 January 2009.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

VISITORS
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street/Crime Watch – Mr. Gildner questioned the policy on delinquent traffic violations and was told by Chief Rachman that if the ticket is not paid by a certain time, a citation is issued to the Magistrate.

REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Paul Hoffman



    Kris Burek
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he and Mr. Pfeiffer on January 13 attended the COG Meeting and filled out grant forms for shovel ready projects.  He also presented a Proclamation to the St. John Neuman Catholic School for Catholic School Week (January 25 – 31) on January 26, 2009.  He and Chief Rachman worked on various citizens complaints and satisfied them all.  Chief Rachman distributed various reports that he printed from their new Cody System.  
Chief Rachman submitted a Thank You Letter from a Ms. Sell on Center Street which President Freed read to the Council.  Mr. Hoffman stated that Officers Ponas and Marsteller and Chief Rachman and John Bolton should receive a letter in their personnel file noting their assistance to Ms. Sell and her family.
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve Resolution R-04-09 – Adopting Terms and Conditions Under Which Commercial And Personal Checks May Be Used For Payment of Borough Related Services.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                 Galen Freed               Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman



          Kris Burek

2. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve Ordinance No. 638 – Amending Ordinance No. 578 Setting The Compensation For The Person Elected To The Position of Tax Collector Or Serving As Elected Tax Collector Pursuant To Appointment.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                 Galen Freed               Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman



          Kris Burek

3. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to appoint Dru A. Nierer to fill a vacancy on the Zoning Hearing Board.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                          NAY      ABSTAIN              
                                 Galen Freed               Kris Burek
     None      Russell Hallman
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman

4. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the Per Capita Tax Exoneration List dated February 9, 2009 for the reasons listed.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                 Galen Freed               Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman



          Kris Burek

5. PLGIT Update – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that he has drawn up a draft ordinance and submitted it to the solicitor for review.  PLGIT is a group that the Borough can belong to at no cost, and which we can use as a tool for cash flow management.

6. Vigilant Meeting Date – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that he wanted to check with the Council members who are on the Vigilant committee as to which dates would be acceptable to them.  He said that the Vigilant members noted they would be available either Monday or Tuesday nights and Council members on the committee agreed, as long as the date of the meeting is not when Council has a regular meeting scheduled.  Mr. Pfeiffer stated that he will let Council members know when the date is set. 
     B.     Highway

                    1.   Wind Turbine Ordinance – Ms. Burek stated that she has comprised a 

                          draft ordinance using two municipalities’ ordinances and will distribute
                          copies to Council for review and discussion at a workshop meeting.
                    2.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to accept 

                          the 7th Street Storm Sewer Project Bids subject to review of completion 

                          by Attorney Healy.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                          following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                 Galen Freed               Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman



          Kris Burek

                    3.   Street Light Update – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that he met with representatives 

                          from Municipal Energy Managers who help municipalities with their

                          street lighting expenses.  After a brief explanation and discussion, Mr. 

                          Pfeiffer informed Council that he has invited them to come to the 

                          February 24th Workshop Meeting.

     C.     Human/Community Services

                    1.   Tree Vitalize Grant Update – Mr. Pfeiffer informed Council that he will 

                          be forwarding the application to Lehigh County this week.  He also 

                          stated that we still need 2 more community volunteers (Borough cannot 

                          hire anyone), and if we do not get them we may not get this grant. 

     D.     Public Safety 

                    1.   New Police Car Delivery – Chief Rachman noted that he and Bob 

                          Herzog will be picking the car up on Thursday.  Bob Herzog suggested 

                          that they retain 602 for car parts.  Mr. Hoffman noted his concern about 

                          keeping 602 for used car parts and that we don’t wind up starting a used 

                          car lot.  After a brief discussion it was decided to put 602 behind the 

                          Sewer Plant or inside the garage at the plant.
     E.     Sewer/Solid Waste

1. H2O PA Grant Resolution – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that the grant application will be submitted to the state this week.  Mr. Healy noted that on 9 February 2009, the Slatington Borough Authority approved R-03-09 for this grant. 
     F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption

2. LCA Response Letter sent to solicitor for review – Executive Session.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Vice-President Reed noted that the borough crew discovered and fixed a major water leak on Oakhurst Drive and Shadow Oaks Lane.
Jason Breidinger noted that on Wednesday February 11th there is a Bridge Club Meeting and also that on March 25th the Chamber of Commerce is scheduled to have the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation come in and they also have to choose a location to have them take a look at our area. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Freed called an Executive Session at 7:45 P.M. thereby recessing the Regular Meeting.  At 8:50 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting ending the Executive Session and stated that matters of possible litigation, and personnel were discussed.

Ms. Burek made a motion to adjourn at 8:50 P.M.

Herbert P. Pfeiffer

Borough Secretary

