BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday 9 March 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen L. Freed, President of Council

Borough Secretary:  Herbert P. Pfeiffer

The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:02 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









PRESENT
        
    ABSENT                                OTHERS PRESENT

    Bryon Reed
                Walter Niedermeyer
 Ed Healy                John Bolton                                    

    Kris Burek                                                               Clem Reed             Ted Stevenson
    Galen Freed
  
                               
             Chief Rachman      Melvin Gildner
    Russell Hallman


                         Jeffrey Hausman    Crystal Hausman
    Eldon Roberts              


             George Moyer        Katherine Moyer
    William Fister 




 Lee Baker               Joshua Baker
    Paul Hoffman                                                           Robert Herzog       William Stein







 Susan Schneck        Marie Scheffler

MINUTES                                                                           
                                                

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 9 February 2009.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

VISITORS
Lee & Joshua Baker – Potential buyers of the property located at 624-626 Main Street.  They are requesting that the water service which is scheduled to be shut-off for non-payment on March 18, 2009 not be turned off. They noted that they will have settlement on March 31, 2009.  After a brief discussion, it was decided by Council not to deviate from the borough’s current policy for non-payment of utilities.  Attorney Healy suggested that Mr. Baker try to work out an agreement between the realtor and themselves on paying the outstanding bill prior to the possible settlement.

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – Mr. Gildner referenced a letter concerning the School Zone.  He suggested various ideas concerning this issue.  1) Post caution signs about school and children 2) lower speed limit to 15 miles 3) crosswalk.
REPORTS
President Freed informed those present that, “The reports of various committees, officials and offices are on file”.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFERS
Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the Primary Bill Listing/Transfers.  President Freed declared the motion carried following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                            Galen Freed                Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

    William Fister
    Bryon Reed


                Eldon Roberts             Paul Hoffman



    Kris Burek
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS - None
STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. PLGIT – Ed Healy Memo – After reviewing the memo it was suggested by Attorney Healy that Mr. Pfeiffer do some more research and check with the banks.
2. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to appoint Lee Andreas to fill a vacancy on the Zoning Hearing Board.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                            NAY                    
                                 Galen Freed               Russell Hallman
       None   
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman



          Kris Burek

3. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the Per Capita Tax Exoneration List dated March 9, 2009 for the reasons listed. President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                          NAY            
                                 Galen Freed               Kris Burek
     None      
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman

                                  Russell Hallman

4. Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to forgive the $44,000.00 Vigilant Fire Company loan.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                         AYE                                    NAY             ABSTAIN
                                 Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman    Kris Burek
       Russell Hallman  
                          

         William Fister
   Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts          
5. Fire Police/Truck Fund – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that he will check with the bank to find out when this account was established and do more research involving the account.
6. Rabenold & Boyer Subdivision – There was a discussion concerning the legal and engineering fees for the Factory Street research.
     B.     Highway

                    1.   Wind Turbine Ordinance – Attorney Healy submitted a memo in answer 
                           to the Council’s request to review a draft ordinance.  It was decided to 
                           to table this item until the Council Meeting in April.
2. Costars Purchase of a F350 Chassis and Service Body – Tabled until 

the March Workshop Meeting.
3. Street Signs E-Mail – Ms. Zellner who lives at 425 East Franklin Street remarked on the website that the new street signs look very nice.
4. There was a handout concerning the bridge streetlights and that PennDot put the wires underground.

5. Ms. Burek noted that the Hometown Streets work will continue later in the week.

6. Ms. Burek also mentioned the damage done to the new bridge.
     C.     Human/Community Services

                    1.   Tree Vitalize Grant Update – Mr. Pfeiffer informed Council that he has 

                          two volunteers for the tree vitalize class: Lee Andreas, and Janice 

                          Stavrov.                

     D.     Public Safety 

                    1.   Charles Dent Letter – COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) Chief 

                          Rachman noted his memo and that it would be advantageous to pursue 
    

  this program.
                    2.   NOVA Lease Update – Executive Session

                    3.   Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to acquire

                          $2500.00 from the fire fund and $2500.00 from the borough to purchase 

                          fire equipment.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a 

                          Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                          NAY            
                                 Galen Freed               Kris Burek
     None      
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman

                                  Russell Hallman

                    4.   Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to hire Linda Nails 

                          For the Code Enforcement and Parking Enforcement positions.  President 

                          Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as 

                          follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                          NAY            
                                 Galen Freed               Kris Burek
     None      
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman

                                  Russell Hallman

     E.     Sewer/Solid Waste


        1.   Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve 

                          the installation of an eight channel telephone dialer at the Pump Station 

                          in the amount of  $1085.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                          following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL
                           AYE                                          NAY            
                                 Galen Freed               Kris Burek
     None      
                          

         William Fister
        Bryon Reed


                      Eldon Roberts           Paul Hoffman

                                  Russell Hallman

     F.    Water           

                    1.  Vice-President Reed stated that the water was tested and found safe for

                          human consumption

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Mr. Hoffman inquired about the status of the proposed changes to the Burn Ordinance.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Freed called an Executive Session at 8:30 P.M. thereby recessing the Regular Meeting.  At 10:10 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Meeting ending the Executive Session and stated that matters of possible litigation, and personnel were discussed.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 P.M.
Herbert P. Pfeiffer

Borough Secretary

