 BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Council Workshop Meeting was held on Tuesday 27 October 2009 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen Freed, President
The meeting was called to order by President Freed, at 6:35 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









            PRESENT
        
         ABSENT                   OTHERS PRESENT

   Galen Freed       Eldon Roberts   William Fister          Ed Healy         William Stein  
   Paul Hoffman    Russell Hallman            
                 Toni Snyder    Ted Stevenson
   Bryon Reed       Kris Burek
      

                 Dan Stevens    Gary Phillips
   Walter Niedermeyer

    

                 Les Glanz        Bob Herzog Jr.


   
                                                     John Bolton     Marvin Olewine






                 Carol Gildner  Melvin Gildner
VISITORS
Toni Snyder – 343 Oak Street, Walnutport, PA (St. John’s Second Chance Shop) – Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to allow the Second Chance Shop 1 parking pass for 1 space for one of their volunteers.  This situation will be reassessed in 6 months.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote – All Ayes Nays None.

Gary Phillips – 217 East South Street (Authority Chair) – Item 1 under Sewer/Solid Waste – Mr. Phillips noted that there were some documents that needed to be signed by Council to finalize the PENNVEST loan.

Mr. Phillips and Council discussed the sewer blockage problem which occurred over the weekend on Second Street that caused sewage in several home basements.  Mr. Phillips suggested that we need to work up a policy for the Fire Department, Police, Borough crew and office staff to follow when these problems arise stating how to handle the residents’concerns and questions. 
Mr. Phillips requested that Council take action on purchasing a push/pull camera and also cutting heads to cut out the roots in the sewer lines.  This will be discussed under Sewer/Solid Waste.

The Authority has requested a link to the Borough’s website to give the engineer and Authority access to maintain their site for the sewer project updates.  They will check with the office staff concerning this request and connecting with the webmaster.
Les Glanz – 1131 Morris Lane (Future Focus) – Mr. Glanz noted that Future Focus is requesting that Borough Council purchase and mount 5 signs for the Trail.  They will be 12 x 24, vertically mounted and state Trail Head with a directional arrow.  He stated that he has two quotes: US Municipal - $178.50 Reliance - $168.75.  The question arose as to what they will be mounted on. The locations of these signs will be 1 North coming into town at Victory Park, 1 in town, 1 at the trailhead, 1 South of 873 coming into town and one at Main and Walnut. President Freed asked Chief Rachman if we did a study for the amount of traffic on Walnut Street during the bridge construction.  Ted Stevenson stated that we may have done it as part of the PennDot study. President Freed stated that Council will look into this request.
William Stein – 642 West Franklin Street (Tax Collector) – Mr. Stein informed Council that there will be a meeting on November 19 at 8:00 P.M. at the Intermediate Unit in Schnecksville.  At their last meeting it was noted that the Borough of Slatington’s portion will be approximately $260.00 payable by December 31, 2009.  Mr. Stein stated that he will submit the information to the office staff concerning the new tax collector software.

MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS – Mayor was absent
Chief Rachman – The question of a 4-way stop sign at the intersection of Center and Chestnut and Diamond and Chestnut was discussed and it was decided that this would not work because of the hill. A concerned resident who lives on Diamond Street suggested that a warning sign should be posted in the general area about the approaching stop sign at Diamond and Chestnut. Chief Rachman discussed possibly moving back the parking 50 feet from the intersection on Center Street. President Freed also noted that perhaps the Borough should look at some of the streets such as Diamond and possibly lower the 25 mile speed limit.
Chief Rachman informed Council that part-time Police Officer Daniel Dieter submitted his resignation effective October 26, 2009.

STANDING COMMITTEES
     A.     Public Safety

                 1.    Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to approve the hiring
                        of Athanasios Milios as a part-time police officer effective 7 October 2009 

                        especially for training. President Freed declared the motion passed 

                        following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

2. Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve 

Ordinance No. 645 – Amending Ordinance 600 by Authorizing the Placement of  Additional Stop Signs and Establishing An Additional Stop Intersection (Diamond & Kuehner Avenue).  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

3. Fire Alarms Update – Mr. Hoffman noted that Kistler O’Brien Sales 

representative made contact with John Bolton and on Friday October 30th he will go through all the borough buildings and give us his recommendations.  We will probably need more quotes and Mr. Hoffman asked Ted for any prints of the buildings.

4. Complaints concerning 624-626 Main Street (Linda Nails Memo) – Since 

                        the mayor was not there to declare this property a nuisance, Chief 

                        Rachman noted that the mayor suggested we take no action until after the 

                        23rd of November (potential date of the real estate sale) and see what the
                        status is at that point.  If the sale does not go through than we take
                        immediate action.  It was suggested we contact the owner of the property, 
                        although it will probably be a waste of time.  There is definite trespassing 
                        and illegal activity going on in the building.  Council suggested we check 
                        with Attorney Healy about our rights concerning this property.
      B.    Sewer/Solid Waste
1.   PENNVEST Update – Mr. Phillips gave this update under the Visitor 

      Section.
2. Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the quote 

      from Exeter Supply Co., Inc. for a camera for the I/I project in the amount   

      of $8,497.50.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll 

      Call, voting as follows:






 ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           Russell Hallman

 Bryon Reed          Paul Hoffman

                 Kris Burek            

3.   Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to appoint John 

      Bolton as Special Ordinance Enforcement Officer with power to get all 

      consents or search warrants as necessary, to televise the private sewer 

      laterals as part of an overall Borough-wide inspection program to reduce 

      I&I and ensure compliance with our sewer regulations.  President Freed 

     Declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

 4.  Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to authorize the 

solicitor to assist Mr. Bolton to obtain the necessary consents and/or get the necessary search warrants for this inspection program. President Reed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

    C.    Finance
  1.    David G. Argall Letter request for a sign in front of the Borough Hall.

         Council noted that the sign would have to blend in with the rest of the signs 

         and they will check into the cost of replacing the existing signs.  
2.  Center & Main Street Parking Lot Update – The neighbor’s fence which

       was on the borough lot was removed by the Borough crew and Livengood 

       was notified that the lot is ready for them to grate and get ready for paving.
3.  Reinstating the Vigilant Parking Lot and adding the lots at Center and 
       Main and East Church Street for overnight permit parking and limited 
       parking during the day.  Mr. Hoffman noted that all the lots should be the
       same as the one in the 600 block of Main Street.  Council gave their
       approval.
4.  Ms. Burek noted that the heating fuel oil usage for the Vigilant in the

       amount of $8671.00 was allocated to Highway and it should be allocated to

       the Vigilant and $31,828.00 for diesel fuel should be charged to NOVA 

       and the Fire Department.  Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-

       President Reed to approve the Vigilant Lease.  President Freed declared the 

       motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

   ROLL CALL                          AYE                                      NAY              
 Galen Freed         Eldon Roberts       Kris Burek    
 Bryon Reed          Paul Hoffman
 Russell Hallman

5.  Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve the 

 NOVA Lease.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a 
                       Roll Call, voting as follows:

   ROLL CALL                          AYE                                  NAY            ABSTAIN
 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts       Kris Burek   Russell Hallman

 Bryon Reed          Paul Hoffman
6. Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve a 

      $1,000.00 contribution to the Northern Lehigh Historical Society, Inc. for 

      the Trailhead.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll 

      Call, voting as follows:
   ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts               None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

7. Change Order Request No. 1 from Livengood Excavators, Inc. in the 

      amount of $6,750.00 for guide rail on the Rail Trail.  Ted Stevenson noted 

      that Livengood knows they should not proceed without a signed document 

      for any change orders.  Mr. Hallman suggested tabling this item until it is 

     determined who approved this change order.  It was decided to check with 

     Attorney Healy to see if we are legally obligated to pay this change order.
                8.  CD Rate Memo Dated 10/26/09 – Council discussed the various rates listed

     on the memo from different financial institutions.  Ms. Sharon Zmyewski 
     from KNBT was there to explain their CD’s and policies on investments.
     Council decided to table this discussion until we receive information from 

     Harleysville National Bank.

Mr. Hallman noted that there will be a meeting at 6:30 P.M. Monday November 9th, 2009 prior to the Regular Council Meeting to discuss insurance issues for the union employees.

        D.     Highway 
                1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve purchasing

                      a tire changer and balancer using the $1397.50 received from the sale of the

                      scrap metal from the old trailer along with a contribution not to exceed 

                      $800.00 from the Borough.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                      following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
  ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts               None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

2. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to accept the bids:  Livengood Excavators for $6,900.00, Washington Township for $3,011.25 and Marvin Olewine for $12,001.00 for the 2000 utility truck.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes Nays None.
Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to award Marvin Olewine Jr.’s bid in the amount of $12,001.00 for the 2000 utility truck.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

  ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

3. Winter Maintenance of the General Morgan Bridge – John Bolton noted 
       that we now have 2 walkways and they are narrower and must be cleaned 
       by hand.  We cannot use same salt treatment on the sidewalks.  Ms. Burek 

       noted that she will write a letter to Julie Harhart asking for more money

       from PennDot to cover the additional expenses that the Borough will 

       now incur to maintain the bridge sidewalks. 
4. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed for approval to 

      repair the small dump truck at M & T Auto, said repairs not to exceed 

      $2,000.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll

      Call, voting as follows:

  ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Paul Hoffman             Eldon Roberts

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            

5. Salt Shed Update – After a discussion concerning the location, size, requirements, and construction quality it was decided that we should check various suppliers, get specs, review them and put it out for bid.
6. Fuel Expenses – Discussed under the Vigilant Lease – Finance Committee

        E.  Human/Community Services
1. Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to have the Borough 
       pay $4,081.46 (1/2 of $8162.92 – the other half will be paid by the D&L) 
       for the kiosk which will be located at the Trailhead.  This money will be

       reimbursed by the Streetscape Enhancement Grant money.  President Freed

      declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
  ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

2. Second Chance Shop Parking Request – Discussed under the Visitor 

       Section.

Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the Authority Transfer Request in the amount of $2,200.00 to pay the bills that were listed on the agenda.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

F.    Water – None
Old Business – Mr. Hallman noted that he should have a 3rd bid for the Borough Hall roof for the next council meeting for consideration and approval.

Vice-President Reed stated that we should consider in 2010 budgeting for a leak detector system.

Ted Stevenson informed Council that they talked to the County about the re-allocation requests for the CDBG funds and the Charles Dent money, to do a full width overlay of the streets and replace storm sewers down 5th Street tying into Church Street down to Trout Creek.
Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to authorize SSM to pursue the discussed plans regarding full width overlay and storm sewer enhancement  between PENNVEST, DEP,  Lehigh County and the Borough.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

After a request was made for an Executive Session President Freed convened the Regular Workshop Meeting.  President Freed convened the Executive Session and reconvened the Regular Workshop Meeting and noted that matters of real estate, personnel, and possible litigation were discussed.

Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to have Council authorize the transfer of the following expenses totaling $23,552.10 previously paid from sewer revenues to the following accounts:  $13,359.06 out of the Highway account, $205.92 out of the Water Plant account, $2,676.96 out of the Water Distribution account, $5,328.18 
out of the Sewer Collection/Distribution account, $1,209.78 from the General Fund account, and $772.20 out of the Garbage Fund account.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed          Eldon Roberts           None

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallman   

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:20 P.M.

 Stephen R. Salvesen


“The Minutes of the above meeting were prepared

Borough Secretary


by the Borough Office Staff but not presented for






approval, and approved by Council until December






28, 2009.  I the undersigned certify that this 






statement is true and correct”.                 

