 BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Council Workshop Meeting was held on Tuesday 28 July 2009 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen Freed, President
The meeting was called to order by President Freed, at 6:37 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









            PRESENT
        
         ABSENT                       OTHERS PRESENT

   Galen Freed       Eldon Roberts   Paul Hoffman          Cindy Greene    Robert Herzog Jr 
   Bryon Reed        Kris Burek       William Fister          Gary Phillips     Melvin Gildner
   Russell Hallman
         
                                        Les Glanz          Tristin Moore

   Walter Niedermeyer                                                    Ted Stevenson   Dan Stevens 

 



                                        John Bolton       Chief Rachman
                                                                                        Thomas White   Rick Siegmund







                Dan Stevens

VISITORS
Cindy Greene – 312 West Washington Street – Ms. Greene noted that they received parking tickets for parking where there had once been two parking spaces there is now only one space.  They are requesting to have the spaces repainted for two. Chief Rachman stated that they were not tickets but only warnings.  He noted that he will get together with the parking attendant (Linda Nails) and he suggested that maybe we should just stop painting the parking spaces.  
Tristin Moore – 405 7th Street – Ms. Moore thanked the Borough for a job well done on 7th Street.  She questioned about having signs:  15 MPH, Slow Children at Play, and possibly one noting only Local Traffic, no large vehicles allowed.  Ms. Moore noted also that when they did the lines their driveway is now too low and looks unfinished, they need more topsoil there.  They were informed that there is a punch list for Livengood to finish off the project.  As far as the issue of Only Local Traffic, we will have to check with Washington Township since the upper part of 7th Street is actually in Washington Township.  Chief Rachman noted that they will do all they can about the speeding signs.
Rick Siegmund – 412 7th Street – He noted an issue with his downspout running since the 7th Street Storm Sewer Project was done and was told that it is on the punch list for Livengood.

Les Glanz – 1131 Morris Lane – Trail Towns Update (Future Focus) – Mr. Glanz noted that the group will have comprehensive maps made up of the trails and that the construction of the Trail Head Building has begun.  He asked permission to have a port-a-potty placed there at the end of October because of the extensive use of the trail. In order to tie the Trailhead to the town he asked Council’s permission to be allowed to have some trailhead arrow signs placed to direct people to the trailhead.  He also noted they will have a map made up of the town and the businesses in the town and be given or sold to the businesses.  He mentioned about possibly connecting the downtown to uptown by a pedestrian bridge to obtain an entrance to the trail for bicycles.  Mr. Glanz also asked about the Tree Vitalize Program and was told that Grace Industries will be coming back to put in the grates for the trees, and we also must check into the right type of trees.
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – One-Way Street Update – The Borough is waiting to hear from the school and Mr. Gildner stated that he will contact the school.

Dan Stevens – Mr. Stevens noted that he had a quote from Bruce Briner for installing the footer and planter at the new Trail Head sign.
Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the quote from Bruce Briner in the amount of $3950.00 to install the footer and planter around the new sign at the Trail Head.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

  Galen Freed      Eldon Roberts               None   

  Bryon Reed       Kris Burek  

                                   Russell Hallman

MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS - None 

STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Sewer/Solid Waste
1. PENNVEST Grant Update – Gary Phillips (Chairman of the Borough
      Sewer Authority) stated that at their meeting on Monday 27th of July 2009 
2. the Authority unanimously voted to accept the PENNVEST Grant/Loan.  Ted Stevenson distributed plans, the amortization schedule of the loan and the award listing from the Federal Government.  Mr. Phillips and Ted Stevenson noted to the Council how important and what a great deal the Borough would be getting from accepting the grant/loan as presented.  Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the PENNVEST Grant/Loan in the total amount of $7,051,600.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

  Galen Freed      Eldon Roberts              None   

  Bryon Reed       Kris Burek  

                  Russell Hallman

3. After Council reviewed the memo from David Frederick (Authority 

Treasurer) listing the Authority approved bills, Mr. Roberts made a motion
seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the Authority transfer request of $35,183.47 to pay the listed bills.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                          NAY      

 Galen Freed           Eldon Roberts           None   

 Bryon Reed           Kris Burek
 Russell Hallman

     B.    Public Safety
                 1.   Police Officers Life Insurance – Discussion – Mr. Hallman noted that he is

                       still waiting to hear from another insurance company and will report back 

                       at the next Council Meeting.
2. Fire Alarm Systems at Borough Properties – Discussion – Mr. Hallman 

will check with DeFrain about the systems and Vice-President Reed will check with Mr. Martinez at the Water Treatment Plant.

3. Police Pension/Bargaining Agreement Issues – Discussion – Mr. Hallman 

noted dates and it was suggested to hold the meeting on August 11th at 6:30 P.M.  A letter will be sent to Sgt. Alercia noting the meeting date.

      C.     Highway 
                1.    Letter from the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church.
                       It was noted that the stone will be removed and that we will get together 

                       with the church concerning the rolled curb line.  Ms. Burek and Mr. Bolton 

                       will write a letter to the church responding to these issues.  Mr. Bolton 

                       noted that S&G got the bid to finish up at the top of the cemetery.
2. Salt Shed – Ms. Burek stated that the current shed is located too close to 

      the creek and if there should be runoff into the creek we could be fined by

      the DEP.  She will get quotes on a cone shaped dome, enclosed and big 

      enough for future growth.  When it was suggested to have the LCCC 

      construct the shed Ms. Burek stated that she did not want to use them in

      case something would go wrong.
3. COG Meeting – Ms. Burek noted that Mr. John Callahan the Mayor of 

Bethlehem presented some information concerning the 1% Sales Tax, dollars available to municipalities and possible 60% property tax reduction.  In order to participate we must adopt an ordinance.  Tabled for consideration.

4. Customer Service – Ms. Burek suggested that the Borough Office in order

      to serve our customers better should consider having the office stay open 2 

      nights a month to conduct business from 4:30 – 7:00 P.M.  No action taken.

5. Reports – Ms. Burek stated that the Animal Control Officer has not 
      submitted any reports for the past four months and she also requested that 

      the Zoning Officer submit a written report each month.
6. Miscellaneous – Ms. Burek questioned why certain borough offices are not
      accessible to them and how can they perform their work.  Attorney Healy

      noted that Council makes the final decision concerning this issue.

7. Handicapped sidewalk at 403 West Washington Street – Discussion – Dr. 

Rex called the office and noted her displeasure and concern about the
handicap sidewalk in front of her office.  Copies of a letter dated 26 June 2002 to Dr. Rex was attached informing her of the borough’s decision.  John Bolton noted that it is flush against the street and that the people should be more observant when they use the sidewalk.

8. Local Property Tax Relief Act – A Questions and Answers listing was 

      enclosed in the packet and this subject was touched upon at the COG 

      Meeting Item #3.
Ms. Burek noted that there is a list of streets that have to be paved and be paid with liquid fuels tax monies.

Ms. Burek also stated that Washington Township noted interest in possibly purchasing the old utility truck that the Borough just replaced.  They offered $4,000.00 and the previous manager Herb Pfeiffer suggested $4,500.00.

D. Finance 

1. Borough Hall ADA Ramp – The engineer noted that the ramp is not up to state requirements/codes, and that we must comply.  It was questioned whether we should go out on bids or patch it.  Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he is in contact with Rep. Harhart about the possibility of a grant.  He was informed that nothing is available yet until the state budget is passed.

2. It was noted that the NOVA Lease will be discussed in the Executive Session and that the Vigilant Lease was delivered to the Borough Hall for review.
At this time Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to authorize officers of Council to execute any and all documents to facilitate closing of the PENNVEST Grant/Loan offer.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                        NAY      

 Galen Freed           Eldon Roberts         Kris Burek   

 Bryon Reed          Russell Hallm   
     E.      Human/Community Services




                1.   Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed for approval 

                      to purchase mulch for the Victory Park Playground.  President Freed 
                     declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote,  All Ayes – Nays None
                2.   Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve 

                      the Crime Watch’s request to hold the 2nd Annual Slatington Borough 

                      Community Yard Sale on Saturday September 26, 2009 and also the 

                      Borough’s permission to use the lot on lower Main Street for residents as 

                      they did last year.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a 

                      Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

                3.   The Borough has once again received a letter from the St. John’s Second 

                      Chance Shop concerning parking passes for their volunteers.  It was

                      suggested that perhaps some handicapped parking spaces should be

                      designated for their use.  No final decision was arrived at. 

                4.   It was noted the invitation to the Vigilant Fire Co. #2 Rededication of the 

                      Fireman Monument at the Union Cemetery.
                5.   Mr. Roberts made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to approve the 

                      Northern Lehigh Events Committee’s request to hang a banner across Rte. 

                      873 (Main Street) for the Clam Bake & Pig Roast at the Dawg Feast on 

                      Saturday August 15, 2009.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

                      following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None
F.    Water
                1.   Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Mr. Roberts to have the Water 

                      Committee Chairman draft a letter to Mr. Green (Hard-A-Lee Partnership)
                      informing him of Council’s decision that the original meter reading was
 correct and that they are requesting payment in the amount of $7,756.49.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes – Nays None

At 9:30 P.M. there was a request for an Executive Session.  At 10:20 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Workshop Meeting and noted that issues of possible litigation, personnel and real estate were discussed.
At 10:30 P.M. the meeting was adjourned

Stephen R. Salvesen


“The Minutes of the above meeting were prepared
Borough Secretary


by the Borough Office Staff but not presented for






approval, and approved by Council until December






28, 2009.  I the undersigned certify that this






statement is true and correct”.

