 BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON    

The Council Workshop Meeting was held on Tuesday 28 April 2009 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080

Presiding:  Galen Freed, President
Borough Secretary:  Herbert P. Pfeiffer

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Reed, at 6:42 P.M. with the following in attendance:  

ROLL CALL:
 









              PRESENT
        
          ABSENT                   OTHERS PRESENT

  William Fister      Bryon Reed       Eldon Roberts       Herb Pfeiffer          Melvin Gildner

   Paul Hoffman      Russell Hallman                             Michael Mack        William Stein
   Kris Burek           Mayor Niedermeyer                       Robert Herzog Jr     Jeff Hausman
   Galen Freed (Arrived at 6:54 P.M.)                           Chief Rachman       Dan Stevens
                                                                                       George Moyer         Robert Stettner







               Peggy Mankos        Greg Gliwa







   Officer Buglio         Carol Gildner







   Ed Ziegler              






   

VISITORS 
Dan Stevens – 560 Main Street – Mr. Stevens referenced an article which appeared in the Marketplace Magazine concerning Walnutport and Slatington.  He noted that it was very positive for both municipalities.  He will be discussing parking which is on the agenda.  He also mentioned that the $4,000.00 remaining on the Lehigh County Enhancement Grant must be spent immediately.  He noted that the grant specified that these monies can only be used for benches, bike racks, planters, and trash receptacles.  He noted that he received a quote from Stoney Ridge Fabrication for bike racks similar to ones on the trail.  Mr. Stevens was asked about the planters at the Fireman Statue and he responded that the Fire Company designed smaller planters (made out of slate). 

Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Ms. Burek to have Mr. Pfeiffer along with the Highway Committee follow through with purchasing and closing out the remainder of the Lehigh County Enhancement Grant monies of $4,000.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                     NAY
                                  Russell Hallman   William Fister       None

                                  Bryon Reed          Galen Freed

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

Jeffrey Hausman – 505 East Church Street – Vigilant Lease – Mr. Hausman inquired about a date for the meeting between the Vigilant Committee and the Council members who are on the committee to discuss the Vigilant Lease.  Mr. Pfeiffer noted that the Council members are still gathering additional information that they felt they needed on their part, and when they do, they will get in touch with the Vigilant to set up another date.  Mr. Hausman noted that they are getting quotes on a project to replace the tile floor in the hallways and bathrooms.  He also informed Council that at their last meeting they discussed acquiring quotes for liability insurance.
Greg Gliwa – 874 Brookside Road, Wescosville PA – Vice-President of Lehigh River Stocking.  They are proposing a Boat Launch at the trailhead on the Slatington side and they are inquiring about the procedure to do this.  President Freed informed Mr. Gliwa that he should contact the City Assessment Office to find out who owns the property and also to contact PFC and the Fish Commission.  Council agrees it would be very beneficial to the Borough.
MAYOR/CHIEF OF POLICE REMARKS 
Mayor Niedermeyer thanked the Lehigh County Task Force, Slatington Police Department and State Police for a wonderful job concerning the recent drug sweep in Slatington.  

Chief Rachman – Crime Watch – Later on the agenda.  Custom Signal Corporation will be installing in our cars audio visual cameras on Thursday.  He noted that Officer Wagner did an excellent job in the drug sweep.  The walking beats will be starting in the beginning of May and go through September.  The county is providing new software for the mobile computers we have in the cars to tie in with the dispatch.  He will be attending a class for this new software and he noted that now the licensing fees and maintenance fees will be provided by the County and not incurred by the Borough. 

STANDING COMMITTEES
     A.     Public Safety 
1.   Mr. Hoffman noted receiving the letter from the Northern Lehigh School 
      District authorizing the Borough to apply for the SRO Grant.

2. There was a lengthy discussion concerning Mr. Gildner’s removal from the Crime Watch Board.  Mr. Gildner, Chief Rachman, Officer Buglio all stated their concerns about the situation.  Various other visitors spoke about this issue.
                 3.   Mr. Hoffman made a motion seconded by Mr. Hallman to authorize Mr. 
                       Pfeiffer to advertise Ordinance No. 641 – Burn Ordinance for the May 
                       Council Meeting.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a 
                       Voice Vote,  All Ayes, Nay None
     B.    Finance

                 1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve 
                       Resolution R-09-09 – Council to collectively adopt the following action – 

                       Authorize the Borough Manager to discontinue the services of National 

                       Penn Investors Trust Company, and appoint Fulton Financial Advisors as 

                       A New Trustee and Investment Manager to the Deferred Compensation 

                       Plan and Defined Contribution Retirement Plan.  President Freed 

                       declared the motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                      AYE                                                NAY
                            Kris Burek      William Fister      Galen Freed     Russell Hallman
                            Paul Hoffman                               Bryon Reed     Walter Niedermeyer

     2.   Resolution R- 08-09 – Establishing Bank Acct No. 9056151, Borough of 
       Slatington Fire Police Truck Fund, and Approving Authorized Signatures.
       After a brief discussion it was decided to table the resolution until they can 
       meet with the original committee members.  Mr. Pfeiffer will try to set up a 
       meeting with the members, Clayton Snyder, Henry Fusselman, Diane
       Stettner.
                3.    PLGIT Update – Mr. Pfeiffer noted that an Ordinance No. 565 was passed
      in 2001 and he asked Council’s approval to proceed with a free evaluation, 
      which was given.
4.    Removal of railroad tracks on the last 600 feet of the trail – It was decided 
                       by Council to leave the tracks in and visible.
5. Streetlight Purchase Update – Mr. Pfeiffer told Council that he had an e-     

       mail and met with a second company (Republic ITS) from PA that has 
       been  in business longer than MEM.  No action will be taken at this time.
    C.     Human/Community Services 
                1.    Mr. Fister noted the invitation from Julie Harhart for an informational 

                       breakfast on Thursday May 28th at 9:30 A.M. at Morgan’s Restaurant. 
                2.    Mr. Fister made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to sponsor (2) 

      ads for the Slatington Open Golf Tournament at a cost of $45.00.  

      President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting 

      as follows:

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                     NAY
                                  Paul Hoffman      William Fister       Russell Hallman
                                  Bryon Reed          Galen Freed

                                  Kris Burek            
3.    Mr. Fister made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the 

request from the Allen O’Delke Post No. 16 for their annual Memorial Day Parade.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote.  All Ayes, Nays None
                4.    Business Parking Permits Discussion – Mr. Pfeiffer distributed a sample of 

                       a parking permit for the business district in Slatington.  Mr. Stevens noted 

                       a parking survey and an assessment that was done by the Corridor 

                       Market Towns Program about six years ago.  After a lengthy 

                       discussion it was decided that parking permits should not be given out to 

                       business employees, because this would prevent parking for the customers. 

                       Dan Stevens suggested looking over the recommendations of the survey.  

                       President Freed noted his concern about the elderly ladies who work at the 

                       Second Chance Shop.  However, he agrees that it might pose a problem

                       with the other businesses in town to issue special permits to them.  Vice-
                       President Reed noted that something should be done. 

Mr. Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to have Lehigh Engineering give us a price on surveying the boundary lines on the lot at Center Street and Main Street for a potential parking lot.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

ROLL CALL                          AYE                                      NAY      

 William Fister       Paul Hoffman         None   
  Bryon Reed          Galen Freed                                        
              Kris Burek           Russell Hallman

                 5.   Walnut Street Playground – It was noted that some bleachers were ripped

                       out and the new plaque was damaged.  After a brief discussion, it was 

                       decided by Council that the playground should be closed for about 2 

                       weeks and that Robert Stettner and Chief Rachman should work on a sign 

                       noting that the playground is closed due to damage and vandalism.

     D.     Water - None                                      
     E.      Highway




                1.   Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to make a 

                      correction to the March Council Meeting noting that Linda Nails is hired as 

                      the Ordinance Enforcement Officer not the Code Enforcement Officer.  

                      President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote.  All 

                     Ayes, Nays None
                2.  Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the 

    Application for Payment (No. 3) in the amount of $90,827.92 to Grace 

    Industries, Inc. for the Hometown Streets Program.

    President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as 

    follows:
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                         NAY
                                 William Fister       Paul Hoffman           None
                                  Bryon Reed         Galen Freed  
                                  Russell Hallman   Kris Burek
 3.  Chad Trego Letter (Re. Fence) – After reviewing Mr. Trego’s letter 

      request for fencing the Council once again determined that the Borough

      would not approve his request for the fence.  Mr. Pfeiffer asked Chief 

      Rachman if Mr. Trego ever filed a police report concerning the threats and 

      problems he mentioned in his letter, and was told no.
4.  Ms. Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve 
     Ordinance No. 639 – Establishing Snyder Avenue and Diamond Street as 
     One-Way Streets, but after a brief discussion Ms. Burk withdrew her 
     motion.  President Freed declared the motion withdrawn following a Voice 
     Vote.  All Ayes, Nays None.

      This ordinance will be tabled until we hear from the school district.
 5.  Ordinance No. 640 – Wind Turbines – The Ordinance was passed at the 

     April Council Meeting, however Council was informed by the solicitor that 

     it had not been advertised.  It was decided that this ordinance may have to  

     be modified and if it should be adopted under Zoning.  Council suggested 

     getting Mr. Dellecker’s opinion and contacting Attorney Healy if it is under

     Zoning. 
6.  Brian Keys Letter – Mr. Keys was notified about attending the meeting, 

                     however he was not able to make it.  After discussing Mr. Keys’ request,
                     and affirmation from John Bolton about the difficulty in plowing, it was

                     decided by Council that his request was not acceptable. Vice-President Reed 

                     will contact Mr. Keys about Council’s decision.

7.  Washout at 136 5th Street (Lisa Horn property) – After a brief discussion it 

     was decided that her issue is an Ordinance Enforcement one and the owner

     of the property in violation of the ordinance should be contacted.
8.  Smoke Testing Follow Up – The results of the testing were: rerouting 

                     laterals, replace caps, and illegal hookups.  Vice-President Reed asked 
                     about the status of the borough’s storm sewer problems. Mr. Pfeiffer stated 
                     that it was discussed at the Authority Meeting.  The Authority will prioritize 
                     the problems and submit the list to Council at the next Workshop Meeting.
     F.  Sewer/Solid Waste
                1.  The request for a $17,000.00 fund transfer from the Borough to the Borough 

                     Authority to pay bills was tabled.  This request will be put on the May 

                     Council Agenda for action.
                2.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve

    the quote proposal from Mobile Dredging & Pumping Co. #09-092 in the  

    amount of $2495.00 to remove grit from  Pump Station and approximately 

    $1200.00 to haul away.  President Freed declared the motion passed 

    following a Roll Call, voting as follows:  
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                     NAY
                                  Russell Hallman   William Fister       None

                                  Bryon Reed          Galen Freed

                                  Kris Burek            Paul Hoffman

3. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve 
       the quote from Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Inc. in the amount of 
       $9980.00 to replace defective valve and troubleshoot pump.  President 
       Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                          AYE                                         NAY
                                 William Fister        Paul Hoffman           None

                                  Bryon Reed          Galen Freed

             Kris Burek            Russell Hallman
Mr. Hoffman noted about the length of the council meetings and the workshop meetings.  It was decided to revamp the workshop agendas for discussion of items only and then what needs to be acted upon to be put on the next Council Meeting Agenda, unless there is an emergency issue that needs action immediately.  Most of Council stated that they like it the way it is with the Workshop Meeting and Council Meeting.

At a request for an Executive Session, President Freed adjourned the Regular Workshop Meeting at 9:40 P.M.  At 9:56 P.M. President Freed reconvened the Regular Workshop Meeting and noted that matters of personnel and possible litigation were discussed.
The meeting was adjourned at 9.58 P.M.

Stephen R. Salvesen


“The Minutes of the above meeting were prepared

Borough Manager


by the Borough Office Staff but not presented for






approval, and approved by Council until December






28, 2009.  I the undersigned certify that this






statement is true and correct”.

