BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday, January 10, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers, 125 S. Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080.

Presiding: Galen L. Freed: President of Council
Interim Recording Secretary: Susan E. Guedes
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:07 P.M. with the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT
 ABSENT
    OTHERS PRESENT
          VISITORS

Galen Freed 
 None  
                Mayor Niedermeyer        Robin Schmall     Linda Steets

Russell Hallman

    Chief Rachman
        William Stein       Dan Ehrich
        
Bryon Reed


    Ed Healy
                     Melvin Gildner   GeorgeMoyer
Daniel Stevens

    Paul Pendzick
         Robert Stettner    Ed Ziegler
Eldon Roberts


    Sgt. Alercia                      Katherine Moyer
Paul Hoffman





         
Russell Hallman




         
Kris Burek  
At this time Councilor Burek suggested a Moment of Silence be observed in remembrance of the lives lost last week in Tucson Arizona and President Freed complied.                                                                                          



      





         

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None at this time

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS – After Councilor Stevens noted the following corrections:  December 13, 2010 Council Meeting under Water, Item #2 – the cost will be approximately $25,000.00, and under Human/Community Services, Item #3 – approved reimbursement for the Rail-Trail Project in the total amount of $37,331.00, Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded

by Councilor Stevens to approve the December 13, 2010 Council Meeting Minutes, the Workshop
Meeting Minutes of December 20th and 27th and the Special Council Meeting Minutes of December 27th 2010.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, all Ayes, Nays None.
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR (Agenda and Non-Agenda items)

Agenda Items:

Robin Schmall – 334 4th Street gave an update on the Ronca/sewer situation and noted that she
accepted a settlement.  She once again expressed her concerns and disappointment with how the entire situation was handled both by the Borough and Ronca.

Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to refund Robin Schmall $115.00 for sewer services due to issues when the sewer project was done.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Kris Burek          Daniel Stevens
            Galen Freed
                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman
            Eldon Roberts        

                                                                           
            Russell Hallman

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street once again expressed his concerns about the current water rates and

asked Councilor Roberts if he, being the Chair of the Water Committee, had looked at any of the

numbers, to which Councilor Roberts replied, that Councilor Stevens is in charge of finances.

There was a general discussion including several visitors and Council members concerning the

apartments paying and the question about the hi-rises and other issues and Mr. Gildner noted that

they should get together and do the numbers and President Freed said it would be discussed at the

Workshop Meeting.

Non-Agenda:

Dan Ehrich – 123 Second Street requested that the One-Way Sign on Chestnut Alley at Centre 

Avenue should be moved to provide clear visibility for both directions.  He also expressed his

concerns about all the parking spaces being used by the additional apartment units in town and

questioned about possible parking on Main Street between 2-6 to help with the parking situation.

Vice-President Reed noted that 5 parking spaces have been added on Second Street by the park

and that there are zoning ordinances for apartment parking spaces, however some of the apartment
conversions took place over the years before zoning requirements were put into effect and that 

Council will need to address several of these parking issues which will involve PENN DOT, Main
Street parking regulations and snow removal issues.

George Moyer – 231 Main Street expressed his views on how many apartments there are in town and

the issue of businesses/living quarters in one dwelling.  He suggested that the Borough institute

an inspection policy for the apartments and require a rental license be obtained.  He also suggested
that a meeting should be set up with Council to discuss these ideas.

REPORTS
The reports of various committees, officials and officers are on file in Borough Hall and are available for public inspection.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFER
Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve payment of the
bills and transfers as presented by the Treasurer.  President Freed declared the motion passed 
following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            Kris Burek
                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                          Galen Freed        Russell Hallman

MAYOR’S/POLICE CHIEF’S REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he worked on various resident complaints with the Chief.
Chief Rachman noted the article on the regionalization of police departments and stated that they

need to come up with some new ideas concerning combining municipal police services.  

President Freed suggested a joint meeting between Walnutport and Slatington Council and Chief
Rachman stated that he will check into this with Walnutport.  Chief Rachman noted that Emerald 
and Slatedale get free service from the state for state police service and we do have a Mutual Aide Agreement that if the state police cannot cover the call, then we do the backup.  Councilor Hoffman noted that if we would combine services with Washington Township that would mean adding our 
budget to their tax base, which would probably not be agreeable to them.  He also stated that there

is legislature out there and Councilor Burek noted that she will check into this. 

STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Finance/Planning/Zoning

1. PER CAPITA TAX EXONERATION – Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded
by Councilor Hoffman to approve the Per Capita Tax Exoneration Request for the reason stated.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as 
           follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            None
                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                          Galen Freed        Russell Hallman

                          Kris Burek

2. RESOLUTION R-01-11 – TCC VOTING DELEGATE APPOINTMENT - Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to appoint William Stein as the

Primary Delegate and Walter Niedermeyer as the Alternate.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES

        

 NAYS


                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts    

 Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed         Russell Hallman

 Paul Hoffman
                          Galen Freed
3. SSM LETTER – After a brief discussion Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded 

by Councilor Roberts to retain SS&M as Borough Engineers for the year 2011.
President Freed declared the motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES

        
                    NAYS


                          Galen Freed         Paul Hoffman         Kris Burek         Daniel Stevens

                          



              Bryon Reed        Eldon Roberts

                                                                                      Russell Hallman 
                    Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to have SS&M 
                    retained for on going projects that they are currently working on:  Trout Creek,

                    Well #7 and the EPA Grant.  President Freed declared the motion passed following
                    a Roll Call, voting as follows:

                          

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            Russell Hallman

                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                          Galen Freed        Kris Burek

4. MOTION ON VACATIONS – After a brief discussion, Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve additional vacation days (which must be
      taken in 2011) in lieu of a 2011 pay increase for Chief Rachman and Stefan Myers.  
      President Freed declared the motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



                  NAYS



                          Kris Burek          Galen Freed
            Daniel Stevens   Eldon Roberts

                          Paul Hoffman

                        Bryon Reed        Russell Hallman 

B. Highway

1. SPRINGSIDE ROOF BILLING – Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to approve the updated bill from Center Valley Construction Company

      in the amount of $2060.00 for additional repair work. President Freed declared the 
      motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            Kris Burek
                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                 Galen Freed        Russell Hallman


  2.  “NO TRUCKS” SIGNS – At the last Workshop Meeting Chad Trego requested some
          “No Trucks” signs. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman
          to have the crew place “No Trucks” signs, at East Church, East Washington, and East

          Franklin.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as

          follows:

 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            Paul Hoffman

                          Bryon Reed         Kris Burek

          

                 Galen Freed        Russell Hallman

 C.  Water 
             1.  Councilor Roberts declared the Slatington water safe for human consumption. 

             2.  GENERAL WATER RULE FOR WELL #7 – This item is covered under the motion to
                  retain SS&M for on-going projects.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by

                  Councilor Roberts to authorize SS&M to advertise for bids for Well #7 (Chlorine 

                  Contact Project).  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call,


      voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            None

                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                 Galen Freed        Russell Hallman


              Kris Burek

 D. Public Safety
   1.  REVISION TO AMEND CHAPTER 22 (FIRE DEPARTMENT) OF THE 2008

        CODIFIED ORDINANCES CONCERNING MEMBER RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS

        Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Burek for authorization to
        have the office staff advertise the Fire Ordinance Change.  President Freed declared the

        motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES


NAYS


ABSTAIN


                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
None

         Paul Hoffman

                          Bryon Reed         Kris Burek

          

                 Galen Freed        

Russell Hallman did not vote due to the fact he was out of the room.
            2.  Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve for payment

                 from the Borough to Steven W. Wolfe, Esq. for the Police Arbitration Decision in the

                 amount of $2,694.93.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call,

                 voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            None

                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                 Galen Freed        Russell Hallman


              Kris Burek              

 E.    Sewer/Solid Waste – It was noted that the Mack and Thomasco sewer repair bills were 
                  submitted to SS&M for refunds and the Detweiler sewer repair bill was submitted to

                  the Borough insurance company for action.

 F.    Human/Community Services
            1.   DCNR GRANT APPLICATION & TEP GRANT UPDATE – Councilor Stevens
                  informed Council the DCNR grant applications are due from January to April and

                  he will submit the applications at no cost to the Borough.  He also noted that the

                  Slatington Borough was not selected as a recipient for the Transportation Enhancement

                  Grant.

            2.   Vice-President Reed noted that he met with a representative from the D&L and was

    informed that the trail from the bridge in Slatington to Laurys Station will be opened by

    Spring, and that at the trailhead property a storm sewer catch basin will be installed by

    the Borough crew, the pipe and catch basin will be paid for initially by the Borough 

    and then will be reimbursed for these expenses. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – At 8:58 PM President Freed recessed the Regular Council Meeting and
called for an Executive Session; at 11:10 PM reconvened the Regular Council Meeting.  He

noted that matters of personnel and possible litigation were discussed.

Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to authorize the office staff to

advertise in various publications the ad for a 3rd Licensed Sewer Plant Operator in their Help

Wanted Classified Ad Sections.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, 

voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            None

                          Bryon Reed         Paul Hoffman

          

                 Galen Freed        Russell Hallman


              Kris Burek  
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to authorize the Borough Solicitor

to prepare the necessary paperwork to appeal the arbitration award and opinion regarding the Police

Pension Contribution.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as

follows:            

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts
            Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed         Russell Hallman

Paul Hoffman        

                 Galen Freed        

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Ed Ziegler noted that Larry Tursocy expressed his concerns about
the railroad tracks on South Walnut Street by Orkin’s.  Mr. Ziegler feels that they should be 

removed.

At 11:15 PM Councilor Burek made a motion to adjourn.

Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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