BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday, June 13, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. The

meeting began in the Vigilant Building 106 S. Walnut Street, than moved to the Council Chambers, 125 S. Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080.

Presiding: Galen L. Freed: President of Council
Recording Secretary:  Bryon Reed, Vice-President Council

The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:05 P.M. with the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT
                            VISITORS – POOL ISSUE                        
Galen Freed 
    Mary/Katie Surdovel     Thomas Bechtel             Jon Rinker
Kris Burek          Christy Haydt   
       Michael Hofmann Jr.     Shirley Wagner 
Bryon Reed         Connie/Robert Berger   Pat/Kenneth Rabenold   Susan Schneck   
Paul Hoffman
    Barbara/Darrell Baus    Jared Welter                   Marney Lorah
Russell Hallman  Pam/Don Lerch
      Rich Klocek                   Michele Lucien       
Daniel Stevens    Sheila Fleming
      Carla McIntyre               Carol Hausman 
Eldon Roberts     Byron/Annette Farber   Beverly Abraham          Chuck Horwith
ABSENT             Stephanie Prutzman      Scott Barhight  
         James Lehman

None                   George Kutta III            Mike Wentz                   Denise Smith

                            Bryce Greene                Farrell Snyder                Ken Moore Family

                            Mike Cien                     Bekki Baumann             Robin/David Schmall
                            Denise/Ted Martinez    

OTHERS PRESENT

             VISITORS – Various Issues
Mayor Niedermeyer
  Katherine/George Moyer       Terri Miller           Carolyn Smith
Chief Rachman             Rosalie Rosato                       Linda Steets          Mel/Carol Gildner

Ed Healy (S&S)            Joseph/Mary Allen                 Ed Ziegler             William Stein

Paul Pendzick (SSM)   Bob McGeehan                       Daniel Sell            Terry/Cheryl Blose

                                      Peggy/Mike Mack                  Paul Gass              Alice Wanamaker

                                      Lori Vernon                            Lou Yurasits         Chad Trego

                                      Robert/Janessa Dibble Muth  Robert Stettner      Herbert Pfeiffer    
                                      Sullivan Hess                          Robert Herzog Jr.
Note:  There were additional visitors who did not sign in, but were in attendance for various issues, pool, neighborhood, etc.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None at this time  
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor RobertsBurek to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of May 9, and the Workshop Meeting Minutes of May 16 and for the Workshop Meeting of May 23, 2011.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, and Nays None.  
REPORTS
The reports of various committees, officials and officers are on file in Borough Hall and are available for public inspection.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFER 

Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to approve the bills for payment 

as presented.   President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens



  Paul Hoffman

MAYOR’S/POLICE CHIEF’S REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer noted that he attended the Congress of Government Meeting on May 10, on May 17 he swore in Daniel Dieter as a part-time police officer, on May 21 he attended the Lucien Day Ceremony at the Slatington Trail Covered Bridge, participated in the Legion Memorial Day Parade on May 31, and attended on behalf of the Borough the Trail Day Ceremony at the trailhead on June 4, 2011.  Mayor Niedermeyer then read a proclamation from a concerned citizen. 
A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE SWIMMING POOL ASSOCIATION, THE NORTHERN LEHIGH LIGHTNING SWIM TEAM, AND THE NORTHERN LEHIGH COMMUNITY CENTER.

THE SWIMMING POOL ASSOCIATION FOR PROVIDING A SAFE, SECURE AND CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT FOR THE YOUTH AND ADULTS OF OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1963.  TO RECOGNIZE THE BOARD FOR MAKING AVAILABLE A SWIMMING POOL FACILITY THAT ENHANCES THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN LEHIGH AREA; 

FOR THE NORTHERN LEHIGH LIGHTNING SWIM TEAM, A MEMBER OF THE SUBURBAN SWIM LEAGUE SINCE 1987, FOR PROVIDING AND ENCOURAGING HEALTHY, ORGANIZED AND COMPETITIVE RECREATION TO CHILDREN FROM AGES FIVE TO EIGHTEEN;

FOR THE NORTHERN LEHIGH COMMUNITY CENTER FOR TEACHING SWIMMING LESSONS FOR 200 CHILDREN EVERY SUMMER AND RUNNING THE WATER AEROBICS CLASS FOR RESIDENTS OF THE NORTHERN LEHIGH AREA, FOR LESSONS BEING TAUGHT BY LIFEGUARDS AND COR AND FIRST AID CERTIFIED ASSISTANTS, USING THE AMERICAN RED CROSS CURRICULUM.

BEING PROCLAIMED THIS 13th DAY OF JUNE, 2011.
At this time Chief Rachman had nothing to report
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR (Agenda and Non-Agenda Items)

Agenda Items:

Visitors -Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool – See listing under visitors 
Jon Rinker – 448 Kuehner Avenue – Statements issued – disturbed by the pool and other issues in the community, the website “improve Slatington.com is just a propaganda site and they are making the people out to be fools and making it out that our town is a disgrace and it has to stop.  He mentioned the issue with the Vigilant Building and Councilor Burek’s remarks about turning the building back to the Borough which had been done years ago, and stated that this building is the only place for the community to gather.  He noted that he is on the Parks and Recreation Committee.   His main concern however is the pool.  He stated that since the 1960’s the pool has received free water from the Borough without question.  He stated that he is not here to cut down the community and noted for the people who do not like the way things are going he suggested that “they move out of town”.  (Applause and cheering). He asked Councilor Burek if she was prepared to face charges if unfortunately God Forbid any of our children of Slatington drown in the quarry or the river or in the creek because their swimming there, they can’t make it to the pool because you stopped the water flow into the pool and questioned how this can be for the betterment of our community?  In closing he asked for Councilor Burek’s resignation tonight and received huge applause of agreement from the majority of the audience. 
Stating that they could be here all night going through this Councilor Burek read a prepared statement:  

“I would like to address this evening’s attendees.  There has been much controversy about the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool.  Let me make it clear that the Borough of Slatington does not own the pool, Slatington does not operate the pool, Slatington does not sell membership to the pool, Slatington does not maintain the pool and Slatington does not establish the pool’s days and/or times of operation.
No one on Slatington Council can shut down a business in Washington Township.  The management of the Pool Association closed the pool.

As you have heard this evening, our high water rates have been a topic of discussion since October 2008.  Residents have presented Council with numerous proposals to make the water and sewer rates more equitable for everyone.  The proposal made most often was to charge rental units in the same fashion that homeowners are charged.  This has not happened, so the high rates just continue.

Whenever a Borough owned resource, facility, or taxpayer dollars are used; it must be presented in a public meeting and voted on in public.  That did not occur with water going to the pool.

One person, Russell Hallman, took a Borough owned resource and gave it away.  (Applause and cheers issued in Mr. Hallman’s behalf).  He did not bring it to a public meeting and it was not voted on in public.  This covert action to disperse a resource that he does not own should be considered theft.  (More applause and cheers of approval for Mr. Hallman’s actions; President Freed called for order in the room).
According to the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs:  Neither the Borough Code nor the PA Constitution authorizes municipalities to give money to non-profits other than those stated in the municipal codes (e.g. volunteer fire companies, volunteer ambulance companies, libraries, etc.). Any official who votes to do so can be surcharged for unauthorized expenditures. Section 1041 of the Borough Code has the statutory authority to issue surcharges against officials who take any unauthorized actions or takes actions that result in the loss of funds to the Borough.  In the case Dougherty vs. Borough of Meshoppen (1992) the decision reads:  (Surcharges have been imposed upon public officials and despite their reliance on the advice of legal counsel or good faith beliefs that they were acting properly.)
Under the circumstances it appears that Mr. Hallman owes the Borough for 200,000 gallons of water and sewer; a cost of $2,968.64.

Recently, the Borough discovered that 2 properties were not billed for water and sewer for over a year.  The solicitor composed a letter and it was signed and sent to the property owners by Mr. Galen Freed, President of Council.  The letter contained payment terms.  Mr. Hallman I would like to offer those same terms to you.

As for the management of the Pool Association, it was their decision to close the pool.  To fulfill their obligation to the membership to open by Saturday June 11, another water vendor could have been obtained.  Had they purchased water from Lehigh County Authority which services Washington Township (someone interrupted and stated that the pool is in the Borough), the cost for 50,000 gallons would have been $115.20, less than the price of a single person’s membership to the pool. Having failed to open their doors for business on Memorial Day weekend as they have in the past, and selling pre-dated membership, they failed everyone, including the children of this community by not securing the appropriate amount of inventory (namely water).  (Someone interrupted and told her to sit down, that she was getting on their nerves).  If they truly wanted to conduct business in a timely fashion, all effort would have been done to complete their inventory prior to opening day. Citizens, government are expected to follow certain formal procedures and protocol.  It was not done in this case.  

To those who come to Council meetings regularly, you know that allocation of Borough resources must be done in public.  It is regretful that Mr. Hallman’s inappropriate actions to independently release Borough resources to a non-Borough business have created such controversy”.  Thank You

Various attendees then expressed their feelings by stating “you created the controversy, you’re an embarrassment, sit down”.  (Applause)

Jared Walter – 2473 Grove Street, Slatington (Washington Township) – stated he is a 31 year Slatington resident, “Mr. Rinker hit it on the head when he stated that the website is nothing but propaganda, and he thinks that as far as the website goes that you would want to promote yourself, your town and that kind of thing to attract businesses to come here, and a website like that does not do it!  He stated that articles in The Morning Call because of a website like that, because of decisions that are occurring in town, won’t help to attract any businesses here either.  He addressed Ms. Burek and he referred to her as Ms. Burek because he doesn’t see how she offers any kind of council to this town.  Water rates again you mentioned 2008 or whatever, you are beating a dead horse with that.  One thing when you talk about the water rates and talk about the pool, fill the pool, investment in the community is important.  Ok, whether or not it came in front of Council to fill the pool or not the investment from this community from the time the pool started to the present has helped me personally.”  He suggested that they should start to focus on some of the big issues instead of worrying about if the pool is filled or not, how is the Borough going to take case of the ongoing issues up on Shadow Oaks Lane: water, sewerage backup ruining their homes and decreasing the value of their homes and property values in Slatington.  He asked Councilor Burek  “where is your investment in this town?"  Councilor Burek than replied that we are confusing 2 issues and that she has nothing against the pool or the association or swim team.  What I am talking about is the misappropriation of the Borough owned resource.  Had the pool association come and said may we buy water we would have done it, but just to give it away, one person does not vote for all of Council, one person does not decide, there is now a law, Mr. Welter interrupted and stated “that she decided to stop it”, she continued that there is now a law that said that if an official spends municipal tax dollars inappropriately they personally can be held responsible, and it’s been tested all the way up through the courts.  The pool is a wonderful facility and that she lives near the pool”.  Mr. Welter in closing thanked the Borough for 31 years of filling that pool and misusing the resources that we have in town.
At this time, Councilor Hallman noted that most everybody here is from Slatington and he asked “Did I do wrong?  The community comes first!  The response was NO, and there followed a tremendous applause along with yelling in Mr. Hallman’s favor.

Beverly Abraham – 320 Keystone Street – She addressed the Council/attendees and stated “that it is a disgrace that you had to be brought into this meeting tonight.  Right or wrong Councilor Burek did a great injustice to you Mr. Hallman, chorus of yes and applause.  She stated that she could pick out board members here that served in the early 60’s and that her husband was president for 20 years of the pool association and dedicated individuals and he did everything they could possibly due to keep the pool going.  There were times that they canvassed the town for donations.  She inquired of Councilor Burek “in your heart of hearts do you feel you did the right thing for the community?”  Councilor Burek replied that she did it for the Borough of Slatington, and when Ms. Abraham stated that she was on a committee; water or sewer, did you confer with committee members Councilor Burek said she did not, the same as Mr. Hallman did not.  She asked Councilor Burek if she conferred with them before she called the Police Department as far as what your action was going to be and Councilor Burek replied “Why should I? to which there followed a chorus of jeers, complaints, remarks (one person can’t make the decision).  Ms. Abraham than noted point is I don’t think anyone on Borough Council feels that they should do things on their own, to which Councilor Burek noted that Russ did and he let the water go and Beverly stated “that you begrudged that for all these 40 years and Councilor Burek stated “really lets not confuse water with the pool”.

There continued a discussion about when Councilor Burek realized the pool was being filled, she replied early afternoon.  She also stated that a resident called her Saturday evening to say the water is not in the pool, are they coming before Council and Councilor Burek replied “I have not heard anything being on the agenda, and than on Tuesday June 7 early afternoon I got a call from a very irate citizen saying, when the heck did Council approve to give water to the pool, than Ms. Abraham replied that she did that because of one compliant to which Councilor Burek replied no and that she had 2 other people go and check it out.  Ms. Abraham noted that she feels no matter what anyone stands here and says to you, that she would change her mind.  Councilor Burek than proceeded to justify her actions by offering an example that if someone called her about someone stealing gas from the tanks down at the Maintenance Building, who had recently been foreclosed on and could lose his job and had to get to work, and Ms. Abraham replied what you have just said is nothing compared to what you did to our community”.  (Applause and loud cheering followed)

Michael Hoffman Jr. – Resident of Washington Township – He was asked why he is here and he replied that he and his family have lived in Slatington all their lives and have used the pool.  He expressed his feelings about the pool being a great asset to the Borough.  He noted that he did some research on the subject and on May 10, 2010 at the Council Meeting, Council approved the following :  Councilman Hallman made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hoffman that Council authorize the expenditure of funds to support the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool Association by supplying chlorine for the pool, filling the pool with water, and to perform the necessary removal of diseased or dead trees from the parking lot area and to inform the association of Council’s action.

Council approved the motion by 6-1 vote.  He noted that there was no time constraint mentioned in the motion, and to his knowledge the subject has not been acted on since.  He stated that it is to my knowledge that the law has only been broken by Councilor Burek, not Councilor Hallman, (applause and cheers), not borough employee Mr. Martinez or anyone else.  At this time the subject was not overturned it hasn’t even been approached in the past year, so therefore it is only correct to follow the most recent voting procedure.  He also referenced the website stating that it is not only politically bias, but it is also incorrect, and that it should be taken down as soon as possible and they should stop scrutinizing the people on Council and we should all work together to help solve all these issues.

Rick Klock – 3805 Best Station – Washington Township – He noted that both he and his daughter are avid supporters of the pool and that he is greatly disappointed to hear all these issues regarding the water; where he came from they all banded together as a team.  He suggested that they have to do what they have to, to get the problem under control and collectively work for a solution after things happen.  He noted how much influence the pool had on not only the Slatington Swim Team but also that World Class swim teams have come out of that pool every year.  He stated that he understands Councilor Burek’s point of view and what she did as a city council member and he also believes not any one person on Council has the authority to do something like this, it should be brought before the entire body to be voted upon, and suggested they bury the hatchet, get the pool opened for the kids and work toward a solution, and he offered his help and support.

Scott Barhight – 343 Park Avenue – He noted that the pool is a valued asset and that something has obviously happened here with Council that has gotten things a little disjointed, a little out of sync with each other.  He stated that he respects Councilor Burek’s ability to speak up, admirable in the sense that she shows courage to express her beliefs and she thanked him.  However, he also noted that he does not agree with what she did and she noted that he is entitled to his beliefs. His suggestion was that Council go do the action, get the pool open, be thankful to the pool board (mentioned Mr. Farrell Synder and Mr. Sal Somma) and we should as a community be grateful that we have that place, and that Council resolve this issue in a more educated and refined way, and take control of it.  (Applause)

Ed Ziegler – Chestnut Street – noted that he has resided in the Borough since 1948, was a solid waste hauler for 17 years, and that he had supplied sand and stone when they had to repair the pool.   
He stated that when we have regular meetings there are only 4 or 5 of these same people that are here tonight show up and mentioned the monthly reports of all the work that is done by the Borough, Council and the committees.  He mentioned about the water/sewer rates and his concern about the retired people and people on fixed incomes being able to pay these high rates, and that they should try to make water/sewer costs equitable and fair to everybody and they should get it straightened out.
William Stein – 642 West Franklin Street (Tax Collector) – He stated that he begged to differ with Councilor Burek, and that the pool and buildings are indeed in the borough and has the tax rolls to substantiate this statement.  Councilor Burek continued to argue and asked why it is not part of the park system and he told her to call Lehigh Valley Assessment office and ask them, to which she replied that she had and they told her it was in Washington Township.  Mr. Stein noted that a small portion of the baby pool is in Washington Township, to which she stated that her proof came from the assessment office and Mr. Stein reiterated that his tax information came from the assessment office and he has been the tax collector for the past 7 years.  He noted that we do not own the pool, but it is in the Borough.  Councilor Burek than asked where the financial benefit to us is, and why are we than giving a resource to a business?  She noted that she was going on an address in Slatington and Mr. Stein answered exactly.  When she asked why the Borough should give a resource to a business (single out one business) Mr. Stein replied the borough can give water to whomever they want.  She questioned the pool’s non-profit status and noted that as of 2009 they had

$55,000.00 in the bank and that they should buy the water.  Mr. Stein stated that they need money to operate, which in turn Councilor Burek stated the same about the Borough.  Councilor Burek referenced Borough Code 1041, and stated that whatever the past practices for 35 years it doesn’t make it right, and Mr. Stein replied yes it does.  (Applause)

Michele Lucien – 428 West Franklin Street – Read the following statement:  In a small town the word community means something.  People ban together to accomplishes tasks, whether it is a community center or to helping someone through a natural disaster!  Together people work for the betterment of the community.  This is the reason that people choose to live in a small town, such as Slatington.  that being said, Slatington and other small boroughs will not survive without this sense of community.  We do this through our local groups, Lions, Rotary, Historical Society, Future Focus and the NL Swimming Pool Association, to name a few of the non-profit groups.  They are run by volunteers to do something better for Slatington, they are not in it to get a name for themselves or their name in the paper.  Each time our town supports these organizations one group as a whole gets stronger and better and there are improvements in the town, and benefits through these groups.  She stated that the pool has had a positive influence in Slatington, her family and she recognized Mr. Farrell Snyder, and listed all the benefits from all types of activities (as stated in the proclamation read by the Mayor).  To stand aside and say the reason we didn’t fill it is because of a problem with the water, than shame on us.  If we can’t solve our water bill problem, taking it out on the pool is not the answer!  (Applause).  The latest fiasco of our town’s name being in the paper over something negative and petty has got to stop.  She noted that she has been a volunteer and has lived in Slatington for over 50 years, I have to say that I have never been more embarrassed than to see the fact that this town was mentioned and the fact that it would not fill the community swimming pool.

(Applause).  I feel that this is just one person’s self-serving answer to an election year.  (Applause

cheers).  This action certainly does not serve the betterment of our town nor the people who you should be supporting and those are the people of Slatington!  She asked Councilor Burek what did she gain out of what she did and she told her to search her soul the first time that an ambulance is called to the Lehigh River or the creek or quarry because we all know that’s where our kids are going to go to swim.  Someone in the crowd shouted that they should be watching their kids and someone else stated that they’ll go there anyway.  Mrs. Lucien noted that she can watch her kids, but she can’t stop them.  Councilor Burek noted that Mrs. Lucien was not at the council meeting last year, to which Mrs. Lucien noted that she was at the meeting last February when it was brought up that the pool people were there and they were asking for help from the Borough, and Councilor Burek stated that it was May.  When Mrs. Lucien questioned Councilor Burek about putting a time on the filling of the pool Councilor Burek replied that when Council votes on an expenditure if it is a repetitive thing it has to be voted on.  We vote on all our monthly bills every month.  Mrs. Lucien inquired who did she go to, what majority of Council members did she have when she stopped the filling of the pool, and noted that she accused Mr. Hallman of doing something illegal by filling the pool, so what majority of Council members did you bring in to stop the filling of the pool?  Councilor Burek noted that the filling of the pool is an administrative decision that is made by 7 not by 1, to which Mrs. Lucien than stated “so shouldn’t the stopping of the pool filling be by a vote of 7 and not of 1?  Councilor Burek asked Mrs. Lucien if she wanted to bring it in front of Council and we would all vote on it, whereby Mrs. Lucien replied yes and that she would like to make a motion to that effect which was agreed upon by applause and cheers”.

Jim Lehman – 1135 Maple Spring Drive – He stated that it seems the action that was taken borders on malicious intent and exposed the Borough to civil litigation; something to think about on how this all came about and who was behind it.  We would all be liable if someone brought a class action lawsuit because of the intent and maliciousness.
George Kutta III – Washington Township (by the pool) – His daughter and grandchildren learned to swim there, and he noted that this whole thing was done improperly, and if you go down the line and ask them, it would never have been done.  All you had to do was wait, fill it up, and deal with it later.  Now you have everyone _____off!  Another thing, the lady brought up about election year, look out at the audience, I see a lot of young people from the Borough of Slatington, “run for Council, make some changes and then we won’t have this”!  (Applause, cheers)
Bryce Green – Northern Lehigh Swim Team – he noted that he likes going to the pool and it would be nice to have it filled!  (Applause, cheers)

Daniel Sell, Terry/Cheryl Blose, Janesse Dibble Muth – various neighborhood issues, will address at another time.

Paul Gass – 534 Diamond Street – he noted that he is the president of the Northern Lehigh Community Center Project, stated that the pool is a major fund raiser for them and their swimming programs have been very successful.  He questioned about any change in the Borough laws that the pool would not know about, about filling the pool because they would be under the assumption that if year after year the pool had been filled, why were they not informed that this year it would be different?  He stated that he believed that the Borough or Councilor Burek could have called the pool in advance before the summer and told them of this situation and if you are going to try to save money for the Borough, so they could try to ask the members of the pool to see if there is anything they could cut back on to give back to the Borough, but that was not done, and noted that it was handled very poorly.  In closing he noted that they need to get over all this squabbling and remember that the Borough is not perfect, and any management system or organization has their flaws, so move on and hope for better days to come!

Lori Vernon – Press – pass

Ken Moore & family – 122 5th Street – noted he and his family have lived here 7 years, that he is a minister – we should evoke the Lord’s prayer, and remember that Jesus said “it is better to give then to receive and there is a blessing when you try to do something right”.  He expressed his hope that the Borough would be understanding and exercise the very things we talked about tonight, mercy and understanding, and then it could probably be worked out a lot easier than having a big ruckus like this, things are better when we work together.  (Applause)

George Moyer – 231 Main Street – stated that it is a sad situation, because he has been going to Council meetings for quite a few years, and whenever something is going to be donated, if a sign is going to be hung they always come there for permission to do this.  He noted that last year he sat in when they came and asked to fill the pool, and Councilor Burek voted against it, which she had a right to, as well as the others, but the thing is when you listen to this about the water situation some people say we have been doing this for 30 years, we had cheaper water rates years ago, but we pay higher rates now because things change.  He mentioned that he didn’t hear about Walnutport nor Washington Township contributing money or anything; can someone inform me if they are giving money, to which he received a NO, but someone noted that they are donating their time.  Mr. Moyer stated that you might volunteer, however none off the Borough supervisors are contributing money to the pool, and noted that lots of people here are from Washington Township but the people from the Borough are paying the taxes here too. so to brand Councilor Burek that she did a wrong doing in this, she has a right to the taxpayers of Slatington to protect their money.  There was an outburst and disruption and President Freed had to call the room to order.
Louis Yurasits – 207 Union Street – noted that we should find what’s all behind this and that we have been fighting for 2-/1 years to get our water rates lowered and he mentioned all the inconsistencies in this town, the 1077 apartment units not being billed for water/sewer,  they are not paying their fair share and that Councilor Burek brought this thing up about the pool, because she saw an inconsistency again and she went through with what she had to do because if she had known that it was going to happen, she would have stopped it right away.  He noted that his main concern is about the rates of this town, because people are not going to come to this town if they have to pay $10.50 for 8,000 gallons that they don’t use, and that apartments should pay their fair share. He suggested that perhaps people should install pools in their yards.

Bekki Baumann – 314 Kern Street – questioned Mr. Farrell Snyder about the pool filling situation and why he did not make the request this year, and Mr. Snyder noted that they were told it was not necessary.  He noted that the first time they were asked to make a request was when the borough acquired a new manager and Mr. Snyder stated that he stopped in the Borough Hall, introduced himself and asked whether the pool could expect the same level of co-operation from him as they had from all the past borough managers and he replied – “put it in writing”, first time ever; no one ever said to us that this had to be done on an annual basis, until this situation arose. Mr. Snyder then stated that “I don’t care who he or she is, she knew we were working on the pool to prep it, she knew we were going to need water, so she sits there and waits till we start putting in the water, she should have been proactive and brought the issue up.  No, she decides to lurk in the shadows and wait, and then pounce”.  Ms. Baumann then stated that she is a pool supporter, but felt that the whole situation was not handled properly, that everyone was wrong and that we should all work together and compromise – not all or nothing.  Councilor Burek stated that Mr. Snyder had a short memory that he had come before the Water Committee 2 years prior to coming before a full Council.  The Water Committee made recommendations to Council to fill the pool last year and Mr. Snyder noted that it was the first time they made an appearance before the entire Council.  Councilor Burek noted that every year the Historical Society holds “The Gathering” in both the borough and Washington Township and every year they ask for Council’s assistance and approval.

Chad Trego – 403 East Church Street – He wanted to know when the garbage cans which were removed by vandals on East Church Street are going to be installed and was told they had no answer yet.
At this time, there was a suggestion that they forego any more discussion/visitors on the pool issue, but President Freed stated that everyone who came to support the pool has a right to speak.

Robin Schmall - Passed

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – He noted that as he was sitting here he was thinking about the last 3 years and the numerous discussions concerning the unfair water/sewer rates and what they are being billed, and the system is outdated.  He mentioned that he sees about 450 people in the audience who in the last 2-1/ years had attended the council meetings (not all at one time), and wonders what does the future hold for the single homeowners of the Borough of Slatington for water/sewer rates.

Councilor Burek answered with reducing the rates by increasing the customer base, but it is not being done.  She stated the LCA put out a graph showing the rates of water/sewer in various communities, and the second highest was the Borough of Slatington, talk about embarrassing!    
She noted that in the 16 years she had lived here she paid for 192,000 gallons that she never used; she asked Farrell Snyder if he wanted that water, since it was already paid for, you can have it!

Mr. Snyder thanked Councilor Burek and someone in the audience asked if she paid for it in New Jersey, and someone asked her why she moved here!  Mr. Gildner stated that he formed a committee and noted that about 27% of the Borough never used the minimum.  It was stated that it’s just not a matter of the water usage, but also the costs of the plant, water, maintenance, and personnel and he noted that he understood, and if we could just acquire 400 new customers we could lower the rates generate more revenue and it would be fair to everyone.  He is concerned about the seniors, and people on fixed incomes.  He ended by stating that it is up to the taxpayers and wondered how high it is going to go up.

At this time Councilor Hoffman asked Attorney Healy about the legality of the pool filling issue.  Attorney Healy noted that he spoke to Steve Martinez.  After speaking personally to Mr. Martinez today, Mr. Martinez related that it had been his personal responsibility to deliver the water for the past 27 years, and was told that he simply did what he has always done by his prior supervisor, Danny Freed, concerning the filling of the pool by the Borough of Slatington.  Healy also checked with former Councilman Gary Phillips who for over 27 years was on Council and also to former Councilman Colin MacCrindle who also served on Council and was the chairman of the Water Committee.  Both, in their recollections, made it clear it was never, ever any issue about the transfer of water, always being done by the Council as a form of a Borough contribution to the quality of life of its residents in town and never any debate among any of the Council members as a routine matter during budget discussions and preparation, that they would never ever expect the costs to be shared for the water with the pool, that they were donating to the pool.  Attorney Healy stated that Council obviously has a very long past practice of furnishing water to the pool and did in fact expressly authorize the transfer.  Last year when the matter did come up at the May Council Meeting, he recalled Manager Salvesen contacting him about the pool request.  Healy recalls suggesting it is never a bad idea to have a motion presented to Council to approve any kind of transfer like that.  That was apparently the basis under which the matter came to the Council Meeting last May 10, 2010.  He stated that he had reviewed the minutes of the meeting motion.  There was an absence of language in the motion limiting it to only one year’s contribution.  It says very specifically the motion be made that Council authorize the expenditure to support the NL Swimming Pool Association by supplying chlorine for the pool, filling the pool with water and to perform the necessary removal of diseased or dead trees from the parking lot, and to inform the association of Council’s action.  Motion passed 6-1.  There is no language of limitation in that it was for 1 year or only past years.  This more or less not only ratified the previous 46 years of contributions, but also that year respectively as well.  Healy believed there was no serious question about the lawfulness and scope of that donation ratification and that it was open-ended in time.  Healy further advised that this motion can be changed at any time at any Council meeting upon majority vote of Council. Attorney Healy noted that this about sums it up and that it was a given by both Mr. Phillips and Mr. MacCrindle that this was always something that the Council had always done and there was never any question about it.  President Freed thanked Attorney Healy for his input.
Councilor Hoffman thanked Attorney Healy for his input and noted that “I know Councilor Burek has addressed the issue of possibly someone causing a claim to make us pay for the water we gave. He stated to Councilor Hallman that he would pay half the bill, don’t you worry” (Applause).  
Vice-President Reed noted that some of the pool association members are here and would like to speak and it was decided they could talk at the Human Community Services section at the Regular Meeting.

At this point in time, Councilor Burek stated that she wanted to make it clear that she never wanted Mr. Martinez involved in this whole thing, that she never asked for, she was interrupted, and then addressed
Chief Rachman stating that she and he spoke on the phone and he verified that, and asked if she told him to do anything to Mr. Martinez?  Chief Rachman stated that you said that somebody should be legally responsible for filling the pool, and she said right and that we need to find out who that is!  Chief Rachman stated that it was Steve, and Councilor Burek noted that it was his assumption that it was Steve, not hers.  At this point, Chief Rachman stated that it was not an assumption, he knew it was Steve

filling the pool and Councilor Burek stated that the decision was made by someone else other then Steve.  Chief Rachman noted that as far as he knows he spoke with Steve after they had spoken and he told me he filled the pool, not on anyone else’s say so and I said that to you, but he did it as a matter of practice around the same time every year.  Councilor Burek noted that Chief Rachman stated that it was an administrative matter and she said fine and she stated that she was not looking to hold him

accountable on this administrative matter.  Chief Rachman noted that Councilor Burek was initially upset and after Chief Rachman said it was an administrative matter, she stated that Steve can’t be held responsible for an administrative matter and Chief Rachman said he cannot be, nor will he be.  Councilor Burek thanked Chief Rachman and stated that that was the point she wanted to make clear.
Councilor Stevens suggested to President Freed and Chief Rachman that perhaps it would be helpful

if Chief Rachman could go over the events of what happened Tuesday afternoon so that everyone

clearly understands what happened.  Chief Rachman noted that a call was placed to the Lehigh County Communication Center on Tuesday June 7th at about 1:22 P.M.; a report of a theft at Victory Park Swimming Pool area.  A Slatington Police Officer was dispatched up there for a reported theft of water, being taken from the tank; someone asked if the caller was identified and Chief Rachman said yes, that it was Councilor Burek. He noted that while returning from the State Police Lab in Bethlehem he overheard a dispatch from Lehigh County Radio about an officer being dispatched to the area of Victory Park for a theft of water incident.  The compliant reported that there was a hose attached to the water tank that ran to the swimming pool.  Before the officer could respond I radioed LCR and advised them that the pool was being filled by the Borough and the officer was notified that the call was vacated.  About 40 minutes later after he returned to the Police Station he received a call from Steven Martinez of the Water Treatment Plant stating that he guessed that the chief would have to arrest him because he was the one who was in fact filling the pool and that he had heard Slatington Borough Councilor Kris Burek had called the police regarding a theft of water at Victory Park and he in fact verified that he was indeed filling the pool; I informed Steve that the call was disregarded due to my personal knowledge that the pool was in the process of being filled by the Borough.  Chief Rachman then called Councilor Burek and we had spoken about it.  Councilor Burek had asked Chief Rachman to ascertain who had given Steve authorization to fill the pool and he related to Councilor Burek that Steve stated that he has been filling the pool every year for over twenty years, and she wanted Chief Rachman to notify Mr. Martinez to stop filling the pool.  He told Councilor Burek that he would relay her wishes to Steve which I did and he called Councilor Burek back and verified that he had told Steve to stop and whether it stopped or not that he wanted her to know that he had conveyed her wishes and that was the end of it.  Councilor Burek stated that there are 2 things she had done and could be verified; (1) she attempted to call him directly twice, but that you did not pick up your cell phone, and that you knew why to which Chief Rachman asked and she said because it was a restricted number to which he agreed.  (2) while she was calling you, I was also calling down to the station, couldn’t get an answer there, called Borough Office spoke to Joan and asked if the pool association bought water from the Borough this year, to which she answered No, so she was checking to see if it was a purchase, how did it get there, how was it authorized.  Again she tried to call Chief Rachman.

Vice-President Reed asked Chief Rachman in the past after being on Council as long, sometimes I learned you can get tapes.  Is there some recording that you have in the station, and Chief Rachman noted that there is a copy of the 911 call to the dispatch center.  A discussion followed about the procedure to have the tape played.  Solicitor Healy said the Right To Know Law would allow the tape to be played publicly if the Council, not the Right To Know Officer, approved the disclosure.
Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to request hearing the tape of the call that came into the Comp Center to have whoever is filling the pool arrested. President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, Nays None.

Chief Rachman noted that he wanted to be clear on this with Councilor Burek, that when they had a conversation you never specifically said arrest Steven Martinez, we did however have a conversation about this being a criminal matter and when I tried to explain to you at that point in the conversation that it was not a criminal matter, that I was not going to bring this in front of the DA’s office for fear of being laughed out the office door, that this was an administrative matter, for Council to handle it.

You had been adamant that somebody be held criminally responsible before I explained what my position was.  Councilor Burek said after you explained it, what did I say?  Chief Rachman replied 
fine and you wanted it ascertained who authorized it and tell them to stop it and I asked you what I should do now, and you said you wanted the water turned off until we find out who authorized the release of it, and I said exactly correct.  Councilor Burek then thanked Chief Rachman.  At this time, Chief Rachman went to acquire a laptop in order to play back the tape.

STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Human/Community Services

1. Filling of the Slatington Pool with Borough Water – Farrell Snyder made a 

statement –“ Well, well, well I don’t have to champion the cause of the pool and what we do for the community, I think everybody knows that.  I think the issue here is basically the manner and mean spiritedness and the underlining motives of Councilor Burek here knowing full well there was not theft of water here involved, there was no anything!  I mean your fuzzy Burek law quoting different case laws, it didn’t hold up, your solicitor came up here and shot that down.  Another piece of misinformation you stated here is the fact that we came here twice before and asked for use of water, absolutely false.  We were only ever before Council one time and that was in May of last year.  Councilor Burek noted she meant before Council, prior to that you were at committee meetings, and Mr. Snyder said no we were never at a committee meeting with you in attendance, and asked if she had minutes of those meetings, to provide them, he would like to see them.  He noted that everything he stated tonight is actual fact and he can substantiate it.  He further stated that Councilor Burek was right, that it was an administrative matter on the part of the pool to decide not to open.  We were short of water!  She asked why they were not opened on Memorial Day and he stated because they were not ready, they had an extensive repair and she asked why they sold memberships based on that, and Mr. Snyder said no we did not.  He noted again “this is fuzzy Burek interpretation”, it states on the membership card specifically tentative.  Do we have to go to Webster’s to define tentative to you!”  She said you put it out there and Mr. Snyder replied absolutely.  (Loud applause, clapping).  Councilor Burek then stated so that if it is tentative that also applies to June 11 as well and Mr. Snyder stated you are absolutely right and it was due to circumstances beyond one’s control.  He is not going to blame Councilor Burek for not being opened June 11, and she interrupted and stated that he did, to which Mr. Snyder said no he did not, that 
some other people did.  She questioned his remark he made to a reporter “I don’t know how one person can wield so much power to shut us down, and he said, yes he did; Councilor Burek came back with to shut you down, I didn’t shut you down, it was your choice.”  Mr. Snyder noted “again that is fuzzy Burek interpretation and you’re entitled to your opinion”.  Mr. Snyder then stated that he is going back to the facts, that of dragging the pool into the issue of water rates, he wanted to know what the pool has to do with their water rate basis and Councilor Burek stated that you are consuming our resources.  She asked Mr. Snyder that when he appeared before Council in May 2010 that shortly after his president Sal Somma wrote a detailed letter, talk about fuzzy math, the statement based on your calculations the water/sewer was no more than $400.00, she asked how he arrived at the amount, and he stated that it is a nominal figure and the actual cost in that tank is negligible, so is the cost of the sewer.  She asked if he realized the water in that tank serves the homes in that area, to which Mr. Snyder states he understands that and then he proceeded to ask if she realized how much water you have been leaking out of this site, what about when you run it down the street (flushing).  She stated that that doesn’t apply to the homeowners that are getting the service by that same tank in that area, and that they are paying for it.  President Freed stated that they should get off that matter.  Mr. Snyder said that they should get back to the issue of where that water tank is standing, first and foremost.  He noted that the history of the tank is that in the mid 90’s they always had low pressure issues in the southern end of the borough which caused a concern for fire protection.  The borough did an engineering study and it was determined that the location where the tank is now was the best place possible to put that tank.  He asked her to guess who owned the land, you weren’t here than you were in Jersey and she asked who owns it now!  He again asked her who owned it then and then noted now the Borough owns it.  We’re talking about today, so why are we bringing up June 11?  Councilor Burek noted because that is the date you said you were going to open, and you didn’t.  Mr. Snyder noted that you want to discuss today and the future but only want to discuss certain issues when it is convenient for you.  He noted that he is stating where the pool property is, where the tank is and that property was owned by the pool.
Councilor Burek asked if he really wanted to open the pool and you were short of water, why didn’t you go buy water?  Mr. Snyder noted the time on the floor is his and he would appreciate if she would let him give his speech and not interrupt him, that she will have time for rebuttal, okay, is that fair enough?  Councilor Burek noted go right ahead sir!  He started to repeat that the property belonged to the pool, the Borough officials came to a pool meeting, explained their situation, what could they do about it, and the board of directors of the pool stated that they would donate that land, no cost, no problem, but the Borough had to do the surveying and legal fees.  Mr. Snyder noted that there is probably nothing in writing, not to his knowledge (he was not around then).  He stated that when they were there a year ago Councilor Burek kept blasting that we are indeed a business and if we can’t function as a business, then we basically shouldn’t exist.  Remember we are not a business; we are  501C3 – non-profit, the charter reads for the benefit of recreation and swimming for the Northern Lehigh County areas.  He asked how many baseball fields the Borough owns, for the use of the community – none.  The baseball field between the pool and the tank is on pool property, we provide insurance on those buildings, the general liability for the baseball teams, we don’t pass along any charges to them, they have enough to do to provide their equipment, etc.  Mr. Snyder than addressed the issue of taxes to Councilor Burek; the property is in the Borough, but I do have to give you credit for a number of things; yes – in fact – some of the property is in the township, and you had made a statement to someone in the past that you knew this because we pay taxes to the township, which is true – and than Mr. Snyder presented the tax bill that they just paid to the township to Councilor Stevens and asked him to read the amount paid to Ms. Sally Mantz, the tax collector for Washington Township – for which the pool association paid $.18 before the due date.  He explained how it came into existence, a small sliver of land across the park pavilion on the right side of the road going up to the pool was owned by Mr. Terry Eckhart and he donated that parcel of land to the pool.  Mr. Eckhart is a businessman who resides in Palmerton and who developed most of the land behind and down from the pool.  The reason we didn’t add that little piece of land to the non-profit properties status is quite simple, legal costs and to do it, we would have had to go a hundred years before we ever get a payback on a $.18 tax bill.  He noted that over the years many people donated services to the pool, including Mr. Ed Ziegler who provided the dumpster/garbage services free of charge, and Mr. Snyder publically thanked Mr. Ziegler.  Mr. Snyder than proceeded to addresses the website – improveslatington.com – is a piece of half truths and lies!  Who is responsible for its contents?  No one wants to take responsibility for it, it’s been said that its origin isn’t important, only what is important is it’s for the people.  It is an anonmous letter making scandalous allegations that for the most part cannot be supported by fact, the hatchet job done on the pool states that it’s not even in the Borough, but I think that we just proved that wrong tonight!  As far as the high stipend that I myself received, that you are accusing the director of drawing out of the pool by $7,000.00, listed on  the form you are looking at is, actually you don’t have the current 2010 form, because if you did it would show that they gave me a huge $250.00 raise!  The time I spent in running the pool from May until the end of September (shutting down), is a minimum of 1200 hours over those 5 months.  Mr. Snyder than posed the question, if we don’t belong in the Borough or not in the Borough, explain to me why on an annual basis we get this letter from the Borough that requests that we renew a license to operate a public eating or drinking place (the refreshment stand) to which Councilor Burek replied, I’m not in the office, I don’t issue the licenses, so Mr. Snyder stated so they just issue licenses arbitrarily to anyone they see fit to do so, even though they are not within the parameter of the Borough?  Councilor Burek asked if he finds it necessary to have that much sarcasm, to which there was an outburst from the audience, and Mr. Snyder noted that he was just stating the facts, that we should move on.  Councilor Burek asked if there will be sometime when she can speak and he said absolutely, she replied wonderful and that she would be looking forward to it.  Mr. Snyder said it’s going to take some time though; a lot of people that are here are very community spirited.  He stated that he received a phone call that brought tears to his eyes; noting to show the level of cooperation among other communities and entities.  The manager of the Palmerton Pool called and told me that we could (Councilor Burek once again interrupted Mr. Snyder and finished with “we could use their pool”) and Mr. Snyder finished by stating “till our pool is open, yeah Councilor Burek I know isn’t that nice and she replied I think it’s wonderful!  Then Councilor Burek stated that she thinks it would be nice if Washington Township contributed water to the pool to which Mr. Snyder stated, the pool is not in Washington Township!  Councilor Burek asked him what communities do you service and he replied all the communities to which she asked why do you just keep coming to Slatington, why not Walnutport, and someone yelled out because it’s in the Borough.

There was a disruption and President Freed had to call for order.  Mr. Snyder said let me address that because it’s located in the Borough, yes there are people outside of the Borough who use it without a doubt, and let me ask you this, do you think it would be appropriate if Washington Township came into the Borough and asked for funding for the Eagle’s Nest?  Councilor Burek asked Mr. Snyder why he didn’t come to all of Council and ask your questions and he replied that he never thought it was going to be necessary and come to this.  She again stated that he did it last year, and he agreed and noted because your new borough manager instructed us to do that.  She wanted to know what prevented you from coming and saying “hey guys do I have to do that every year” to which Mr. Snyder replied that he had no idea we would have too, and he asked Councilor Burek what prevented her from being proactive and that she knew darn well that we would be needing water.  Again she asked why he just called one person and at this point Councilor Stevens noted that Mr. Snyder should continue with his statement and they should not be turning this into a debate.

Mr. Snyder noted that Councilor Burek is a very accomplished debater, quite articulate, she can make a point, but he just thinks that she is very misdirected!

He noted the Morning Call Website – comments, responses after these articles appeared, 113 responses as of 5:00 P.M. this evening, “that says volumes to me and the only thing he can say to the amused cracker is “if you are in the audience you got to get a life, because you have nothing better to do with your time (17 different comments on the site).  If you need something to do come up and volunteer your time and talents, I can put you to work, unless you are too busy running Councilor Burek’s re-election campaign!  (Loud laughter)

He even noted the 7 unsigned comments in relation to Jimmy Hoffa (I thought he was buried in the Meadowlands) and they all support Kris, wonderful!  If you look on the website everybody on Council is corrupt except Kris, Kris you are perfect, you can walk on water.  I think the animosity of that website speaks volumes; it goes to motive, to intent, integrity and creditability.  I can’t provide documentation for every word of content in this address very accurately or verify the accuracy as far as my thoughts and opinions, but they are mine.  I only hope that the voters see this as a stunt that was pulled for what it really is; it was an abuse of your authority plain and simple”.  You said earlier that one councilman or something to that effect didn’t have the right to authorize the water, I agree with you 100”%, but by the same token one councilor does not have the authority to pull the plug without conferring with the others and getting a majority opinion.  (Loud applause)  Mr. Snyder stated that “I can’t vote, I reside in Washington Township, but if I could, I certainly know who I wouldn’t vote for, you or anybody that is allied with you.  If you wish to drag my name personally through the mud on that website, you be my guest, but at least have the decency to let my wife out of it, my family and my relatives.  (Applause)  He noted that if you research my educational background, my financial standings, my credit rating, my morality, I’m not saying I’, squeaky clean, but you roll the dice, you see what shakes out.  Councilor Burek, you lowered the gauntlet, you declared war on the pool solely by yourself and now you want war, okay bring it on because 300,000 gallons of water truly cost the Borough a very insufficient amount of water.  You intentionally called the Communication Center to report a bogus theft of water that was an intentionally false police report.  You tied up the Communication Center assets, tied up police assets, many hours of conversation back and forth with council members in deciding as to what exactly they were going to do with this and you tied up the Borough employees to again come up, pull the lines up and shut the water off, knowing full well they’re coming back Monday night at the meeting, we’re going to get water, the issue is simply are we going to pay for it or not.  You want to save money for the taxpayers, now the employees are going to have to go out there hook the hose up, roll it out and back up and take it back.  It just doesn’t make any sense to me at all.  I only ever laid eyes on you once before this evening and that was last May at the council meeting.  I bear you no ill will, no malice, but you’ve got to be held accountable for this irresponsible action.  Those actions speak louder than all those words and anything else prior to or after I leave the podium, all I can say is good luck with your election campaign.  I don’t live in the Borough, God help the borough residents if you are re-elected.  I do respect the fact you have every right to make any statement as a councilor that you wish, it’s a democratic process, democracy’s great, it’s what made this country what it is, unfortunately it’s also responsible for what’s happening, it's kind of like self-destruction and people like you are the cause of it!  (Loud applause, clapping, yelling).  Councilor Burek noted that she wanted to make something clear right from the top, I do not own, control or manage nor am I the creator of improveslatington.com, and it is not mine, Okay!  so if you are going to talk about getting facts straight it is not mine.  Mr.Snyder asked her if she has any knowledge of that website and she responded that she looked at it, absolutely but it is not hers (Laughs) and Mr. Snyder asked if she would be willing to take a polygraph and she answered absolutely!
Councilor Burek stated that it is her turn now and she referenced Mr. Somma’s letter again, saying that he was disheartened that he had to discuss this in a public forum.  Allow me to tell you sir, whenever borough assets are given, used, allocated or otherwise dispersed they would have to be discussed in a public forum and has to be voted on.  The public has to know where their assets, resources, and dollars are going.  The letter stated that you are a completely volunteer organization; Item 1, not true, you get a salary, so you are not, interruption by Mr. Snyder and Councilor Burek stated it is now my turn and I ask for the same as you did to be quiet.  You calculated what the water was going to cost and you estimated water and sewer at $400.00, Sir I did the calculation and it comes out to be almost $3,000.00.  Mr. Snyder said to Councilor Burek that nothing else you said this evening was valid and you were shot down by your solicitor, to which she replied Sir, may I also tell you that there is a Citizens Action Group that is going to file a charge against anyone who approves giving out money inappropriately that causes a loss to the borough.  We started off the year with a deficit of $140,000.00 that has to be made up somehow.  We are now paying for a loan through PENNVEST that started 3 months earlier than was budgeted for, $10,714.00/month.  Councilor Stevens stated that he wanted to clear that up, if you look at your budget you will find, she interrupted and noted you budgeted from September forward, not June forward, and Councilor Stevens noted that it was her budget and he thought you would have known this, but unfortunately we budgeted for 6 months, not 4, which you apparently weren’t aware of.  There was only 1 month that was not budgeted for.  He stated that he checked her figures and that they are wrong, and she replied yeah, and he asked her if she wanted to check them, he has the budget right here, to add them up!  She replied that right now she is talking to Mr. Snyder and Councilor Stevens noted that you are stating facts that are incorrect.  (Applause, cheers).  Councilor Burek addressed Mr. Snyder by saying that you (the pool) are a very profitable business and at the end of 2009 you had a $193,000.00 in assets of which $54,000.00 was in liquid cash, and mentioned that they could pay for water, make a contribution after all these years, to say “how can we give something back to Slatington”, it’s a tough economic year, but you don’t nor do you go to either Washington Township or Walnutport and ask for water.  She asked him where are they going to get chlorine this year.  Mr. Snyder answered we will know after this evening, and she replied that’s another expense the taxpayers have to carry, right.  She stated that she would like to know why did you just go to one person on Council, we’re all in the phonebook, you could call Borough Hall for phone numbers, why did you choose to go to just one person?  Mr. Snyder said he didn’t go to any person, but she noted that you seem to have gotten approval from just one person, and he stated that actually it wasn’t him; it was the president, Sal Somma.  She again addressed the question about only going to one person, when it takes a panel of 7 to pass a vote and he replied because it has never been past practice. “I tried to explain that to you, and she noted that he did last year, and he said because we were asked to by the new borough manager, so we followed through, for god’s sake can’t you get that through your head” and she replied so you think that you can just get borough assets for free year after year, to which Mr. Snyder replied, “ I never said that,  it was an arrangement, and your solicitor told you that, weren’t you listening”, to which Councilor Burek once again called attention to the Borough Code 1041 that says otherwise and it’s been tested all the way up through the courts, okay. “Also let me make one other point very clear to you, I’m talking about water, you’re talking about a swimming pool association.  It’s 2 different things, I have nothing against your organization, I think it’s wonderful, but I’m talking about the product you get from us, that’s what I’m talking about, the water, the water and who is paying for it!  Mr. Snyder asked where would the water go if not to us and she replied to the homes in that area.  No, no, no someone shouted from the audience and Councilor Burek replied yes, yes, yes.  They clean the tank every year.  At this point, once again President Freed had to call for order in the room.  She again addressed the fact that year after year the pool runs a profitable business, but yet does not seem to want to give back to the community.  Mr. Snyder stated that she is terribly wrong about that, he offered to address that statement and Councilor Burek stated that she is talking about money, and Mr. Snyder stated that he is talking about money specifically.  He noted a spreadsheet outlining repair and maintenance dollars since the years 2000 – 2010 in the amount of $91,447.00, put back into the facility, and noted that large pools are incredibly expensive to keep up.  He also noted that that amount doesn’t include the costs of new filter tanks for an additional $32,000.00, which I may add Sal Somma and myself spent an entire Memorial Day weekend installing, measuring and cutting.  He noted that in the 2010 form we have actually in reserve almost $67,000.00, so but the reason we are doing that is because the pool is now going to operate in it’s 22nd year after the rehab and anybody that has experience with an outdoor pool will tell you that the expected lifespan of an outdoor pool is about 15-20 years at best before you’ll need a major overhaul.  Year before last we went out and got a bid to replace the tile and copping on the pool and it was $29,700.00 in addition to the copping that needs to be completely replastered, which we are estimating about $100,000.00 that will be required in the next year or two.  Councilor Burek stated that she is not asking for a long list of their repairs, she is asking what are you giving back to Slatington, who has given you so much and Mr. Snyder replied that we are giving you back a service to the community and the residents.
President Freed intervened and stated that the room will be in order.  Mr. Snyder cited that Walnutport with their baseball programs, we have people that go over and use those facilities, and again Councilor Burek asked “what has Washington Township given to the pool?”  Mr. Snyder replied that they have given us a lot more service than you realize, but Councilor Burek noted, but not water, no they don’t Mr. Snyder stated, she asked if they gave them chlorine, to which he replied no they don’t; she then again noted so you get all that from Slatington and someone shouted “because it’s in the Borough.”  She referred to his estimate in their letter that chlorine was going to cost $1600.00, it’s more like $3,000.00 and Mr. Snyder agreed and noted that yes last year, because it was an unusually long and hot summer, and the load on the pool was very heavy, because it was there for the use of the enjoyment and pleasure, not just for Slatington residents, but everyone, and you know it’s the old story; “if you want to play, you’ve got to pay”!  You want something that’s at your disposal for the benefit of your constituents you are going to have to expect to pay at least something.  I would venture to say that there’s many a small town community that would love to pay only what you only contribute to have a pool like that available for your usage.  (Applause)  Councilor Burek noted that when you came to the Water Committee Meeting Mr. Somma spend a tremendous amount of time complaining about how the membership was aging, how they couldn’t get volunteers, how their revenues were falling and I sat across the table from him and asked “what are you doing to generate revenue; are you holding fundraisers, are you doing dances, are you doing anything and he said no, why should we?”  Mr. Snyder said that was last year and she said no sir, that was 2 years ago.  He stated that he was not at that meeting so he could not speak for that, then Councilor Burek stated when you were interviewed last year by TV 13 News, President Freed had to once again call the room to order stating “no private conversations, if you need to speak with each other, take it outside, otherwise be quiet, at which point Councilor Burek continued that you bragged how attendance is up as the heat goes up, you also bragged about how that was the best kept secret and people just don’t know about this place, so I wonder why you are keeping it a secret?”
(Laughs, remark “Oh My God”). Mr. Snyder said it’s all a matter of semantics, I was trying to impress upon or make a statement that people outside the area don’t even know that the little Borough of Slatington has the use, Councilor Burek interrupted and noted that he did not say the Borough of Slatington, and Councilor Stevens interrupted and stated that we are not getting into semantics, and he asked Mr. Snyder if he had anything else to add, to which Mr. Snyder stated nothing of a constructive nature; I’m boring a lot of these people and I apologize for that, but I applaud your tenacity(which Councilor Burek interrupted and repeated that word for him), and Mr. Snyder then proceeded to say “although I do not particularly agree with your agenda, and she replied nor do I with yours, and he replied okay you’re entitled to that and we are all entitled to our opinion and people are entitled to their vote, when they go to the poles, and she stated absolutely”.  President Freed thanked Mr. Snyder and Councilor Stevens asked if they should allow Jon Rinker to speak, to which President Freed agreed.  Mr. Rinker stated the only question he had was “the treatment system at the reservoir runs up there all the time, who pays for the water that’s going back out into the creek?  If the payment of water is such an issue, who is paying for that water when the reservoir system is full?  Councilor Burek stated “all the taxpayers”.  He then asked why can’t we give that free water to the swimming pool?  Councilor Burek noted that she paid for 192,000 gallons that she never got, but had to pay for and Mr. Rinker’s reply was ‘well thank you for your donation”!  (Applause, cheering)

A woman by the name of Stephanie asked if she could make a brief statement, noting that she lived here for 46 years and she loves this place and that she understands about the elderly people who are by themselves, who only do 1 load of wash a week, and it is a shame that you have to pay for a bigger amount of water than what you have used.  What you have to remember here is this community and who wants to live here.  Take a ride down Main Street, what this community has come to and that pool is only 1 good thing we have and if a number of people move out of here because there is nothing here; guess what, all you elderly people are going to experience an increased tax base.  Our kids want to get the heck out of here; this town has nothing, but nothing to offer them.  There’s no industry, no stores on Main Street.  She noted that Councilor Burek was very pleasant to her as she had tried to be to Councilor Burek, but what you have to understand here, what the good thing would have been was to come here, if this was me, I would have came here and I would have said, excuse me, I apologize, I did not mean any harm to the pool, I did not mean any harm to the community.  Councilor Burek asked if she could add something and Stephanie said no, no, just wait because I understand you know sometimes, you know the old boys, politics, people getting their backs scratched, and then there are the buildings that should be taken care of.  We have a lot of issues, but that pool is not one of them!  That pool does give back to the community and it might not be funds, but what you needed to do was stand there and say I’m sorry, I made a mistake.  Councilor Burek requested could she just say one thing, “what I really wanted to happen which I was hoping would happen, that the very first thing that would have been brought on the table was, let’s vote on it, because one person took it over, that it should be in unison because it never should have gone this far, it should never started.  (Loud disruption).  Councilor Burek said it should have been brought on a vote in public, voted in public and move forward.
President Freed called for order and other council members and stated to Stephanie that that’s it and she asked the audience if they wanted to hear what she had to say, to which some of them replied yes.  Councilor Hoffman noted that we should control the meeting and President Freed reminded Stephanie she was suppose to be brief and Councilor Stevens noted that this is not a public debate!  There were more outbursts and comments from the audience and President Freed called for order in the room and noted that there is a motion on the floor for action and the tape needs to be played.  Attorney Healy noted to Council that if this meeting continues like this, you have the right to pull the plug on public participation and bring it to a private place with the members of the media in tow.
At this point Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to exonerate our Forefathers (prior Council) for the past 40 years alleviating them of any wrong doing; additionally clearing and to exonerate the name of our Water Treatment Operator, Steven Martinez also from any allegations of any wrong doing.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:  (Applause and cheers)

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts

      Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman
Earlier in the meeting a motion was made to have the tape played of the 911 call made to the Comp Center on June 7, 2011 by Councilor Burek concerning possible theft of water by the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool Association.  At this time, Chief Rachman played back the 911 tape for all who were present to listen to.
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to have the Borough provide at “No Charge” the water to fill the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool this year and each subsequent year, unless Borough Council votes to stop water donation.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:  (Loud applause and cheering of approval)
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts



  Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

At this time, Vice-President Reed noted that water is a benefit, that by turning the water we have a benefit with the tank up there that fills the pool that once a year we can turn that water around and Steve

has been doing it for many years.  When I first got on the Water Committee I asked about that and Steve said it’s a benefit to us to fill the pool with the water instead of opening the hydrants and running the

water down the streets.  It benefits the Borough because by turning the water over in the tank it gets

more movement in it then it does just on a normal shot of day to day usage.  So, unlike on the streets

where we just open up the hydrants and it runs down the streets nobody gets a benefit out of it, it 

ends up in the creek, It’s not a cost of water because we normally flush it down the street!  (Loud

applause).  It’s been made to sound that we’re giving away a lot of dollars in water and it is not the case.

One more thing, I and my fellow councilmen with the exception of Kris; we have tried to support all
the organizations and volunteers in town, because we know we need them.  Councilor Burek than

noted that she took exception to that remark and Vice-President Reed noted he was not going to argue with her and stated that her voting shows that and she, of course added “and your properties show it”.

He noted that a community of many people and also a huge number of volunteers make up the following
groups:  Venture Group working with the Rails-To-Trails, Northern Lehigh Historical Society,
Vigilant Building (which Kris was and still is very negative towards), Walnutport Playground Association which we give water to every year, we don’t vote on it, we do it automatically, NOVA

(there has been some static with Kris in supporting them) but we have kept going and voted to support the ambulance.  My vote has always been to support these community organizations because they are

a big benefit to our town.  They are always looking for voluntees.
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to have the Borough provide
the $1,000.00 cash donation to the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool Association along with the

purchase of chlorine for 2011.  Before the motion was voted on Vice-President Reed questioned the amount of the chlorine and was told that the bill for the chlorine had not come in yet.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as

follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts



  Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to have the Borough provide

at “No Charge” the sewer service to the Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool
this year and for each subsequent year, unless the Borough Council votes to stop the service.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts



  Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

At 9:57 P.M. President Freed recessed the Regular Meeting to have the Council and all the people 

attending the meeting to move from the Vigilant Building on South Walnut Street to the Council

Room at 125 South Walnut Street and at 10:07 P.M. he reconvened the Regular Meeting.

At this time, it was duly noted that Councilor Burek did not return to Council Chambers for the

business portion of the meeting nor did she inform any of the members that she would not be attending the remainder of the meeting.
   2.  Borough Council acknowledged and thanked Mr. Sean Sicher for his $30.00 
        donation to Parks and Recreation Committee.  (Rental refund of the new Memorial

        Park).
3.  21st Annual Slatington Open Golf Tournament Tee Advertisement – Councilor 

     Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the purchase of 

     one Tee Advertisement in the amount of $25.00.  President Freed declared the
     motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts


  Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman
4.  Northern Lehigh Historical Society, Inc.’s “The Gathering” Request – Councilor
     Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve their request
     for “The Gathering” on Saturday October 1, 2011 with the condition/understanding that they

     follow the same criteria as was required in 2010.  President Freed declared the motion
     passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

5. Parks & Recreation Request – 4th Annual Trout Creek Trot 5K Run/Walk – 

Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve their

request for the 5K Run/Walk which will be held on Saturday August 20, 2011 and 

also their request to purchase banners at a cost of $90.00 using funds they have

accumulated over the years.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                  Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

   6.   Replacement of 2 trees on Main Street (1-Bridge, 1 by Wells Fargo Bank)

         Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded Councilor Hallman to approve the

         purchase of 2 trees not to exceed $500.00.  President Freed declared the motion

         passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                  Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

President Freed stated to Mayor Niedermeyer that if anyone is caught in the act of vandalizing the trees/bridge or any other Borough property that they should be prosecuted to the fullest extend of the law and noted that there is an ordinance on the books to enforce any action by the Borough.

  B.   Finance
           1.  After a brief interview by Council and Ms. Mary Allen Councilor Hallman made a 
                motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to appoint Ms. Allen as alternate to the
                Zoning Hearing Board for the remainder of the term.  President Freed declared the

                motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

2.  Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the

     Per Capita Exoneration Request as presented.  President Freed declared the motion
                passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

           3.  Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the
                contract with PenTeleData for 3 years for internet and telephone service for
                the Police, Maintenance Bldg., Fire Department, Borough Office and the Sewer Plant.  
                President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

          4.   Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the

                quote from Kromer Plumbing and Heating in the amount of $3975.00 for the 

                purchase/installation of a new air conditioning unit at the Vigilant Building and to

                thank the Vigilant Fire Company for the $1,000.00 donation toward this purchase.

                President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

Mr. Ed Ziegler offered to use his bucket truck to lift the new unit up onto the roof and remove the old unit.

5. Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to accept the Dell

quote in the amount of $629.00 received from Andrew Gildner of Keystone Technology

to purchase a new computer for the office staff.  President Freed declared the motion

passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens
            Paul Hoffman

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           
6. Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to pay the Rex Environmental Pest Control Invoice in the amount of $175.00 for extermination services provided to the Magistrate’s Office on Friday June 24, 2011.  President Freed declared

the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

7. Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to appoint Ms

Joan Cheesbrough as Chief Administrative Officer for the Police Pension.  President

Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

8. Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the

quote from Dean Heffelfinger for the purchase/installation of carpeting for the Suites No.
210, 230, 260 occupied by Lehigh Settlement and Steckel and Stopp in the Borough Hall

Building.  The total was $4445.00 - $470.00 (for furniture removal) for the total amount

of $3975.00.  The $470.00 will be paid by Steckel and Stopp.  President Freed declared

the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens
9. Councilor Hallman informed Council that the county awarded the lease for the Magistrate’s
Office to the Borough of Slatington for 5 years.  He is waiting for the contract from the

county to be signed.

  C.  Public Safety
          1.  Councilor Hoffman noted that Peaceable Kingdom is no longer interested in municipal
               animal issues, so he submitted a contract from the “Sanctuary at Haafsville” for review, 

               consideration and approval.  There was a brief discussion on various issues, than

               Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to authorize the

               Council President to sign their Animal Control Contract.  President Freed declared the

               motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

2.  After a brief discussion with Attorney Healy about political statements, Councilor 

     Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve Resolution R-07-11

     Rules & Regulations for Borough Hall Bulletin Board.  President Freed declared the 

     motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            Bryon Reed
                          Daniel Stevens      Eldon Roberts
            Galen Freed 

3. Resolution R-08-11 – Authorizing Participation in the Knox Box Program – Tabled

It was noted that some of the language needs to be changed.

4. Councilor Hoffman stated that he had been talking with Chief Rachman about possibly

hiring another part-time police officer and noted that the Chief will do a little research

and get back to him.

           5.   Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to accept the

                 resignation of Linda Nails as the Animal Control Officer effective June 16, 2011.  President

                 Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, Nays None.
           6.   Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to authorize the Office

                 Staff to advertise for an Animal Control Officer.  President Freed declared the motion

                 passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

Councilor Hoffman informed Council that our Radio License Call Sign WPNC-764 for the base station,

and Borough vehicles will be expiring on March 7, 2012 and there is an $8,000.00/day fine if it is not

renewed in time.  He will work up the application and submit it for review and approval.  The

approximate cost should be between $500.00 to $800.00.

   D.  Sewer/Solid Waste
           1.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve the

                 re-affirmation of the Authority’s Request for 2 payments for the total amount of 
                 $21,429.42 for the PENNVEST Loan Repayment (1 – Buffer and 1 – Payment #1 due

                 June 1, 2011).  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting          

                 as follows:

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Daniel Stevens               Paul Hoffman

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

          Galen Freed           

2. Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve the

payment in the amount of $10,714.71 for Payment #2 due July 1, 2011.  President Reed

                 declared the motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



 NAYS



                                      Russell Hallman                    Paul Hoffman    Bryon Reed   

                          
                                                Eldon Roberts
   Galen Freed        






            Daniel Stevens
                 Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the
                 remainder of the PENNVEST Loan Repayments for 2011 in the amount of $10,714.71

                 per month, payable the first of each month.  

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

3. Sewer Plant Generator Update – Paul Pendzick of SSM informed Council that they

checked with Costars and found out that the generators they have are all significantly larger then what we need, so they recommend advertising for bids.  He noted that SSM has the bid notice ready and all that needs to be done is updating the dates.  He questioned who should advertise the bid.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to authorize the Office Staff to advertise the sewer generator bid.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

   E.   Highway      
         1.    Electric Suppliers Bid – Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor 

                Stevens to accept the following bids:  Liberty Power, Employers Energy, and Glacier 

                Energy.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as 
                follows:  

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens
                After a brief discussion in which Councilor Stevens stated that even though 2 of the bidders

                quoted variable rates, going with Liberty Power for one year was the safest way to go.
                Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to award electrical
                production supply for the Borough of Slatington to Liberty Power Corporation for a 12

                month period at a fixed rate of $.0826/kilowatt hours including the gross receipts tax.

                President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

2.  Change Order #1 – Trout Creek Water Project – Paul Pendzick of SSM noted that the

     project came in well under what was budgeted and it was suggested that we utilize the

     remainder of the grant money to replace 2 main lines in the Borough; replacing one 10”

     and one 8” with 2 12” lines which will reduce filtration and allow greater pressure.
     It was noted that 2 properties would be involved and Attorney Healy will discuss this
     with the residents (Remaley and Nichols).  Vice-President Reed and Councilor Hallman

     will meet with the residents and ask for their permission.  This will be placed on the

     August 8, 2011 Council Meeting Agenda for review and possible action.  

 3.  Application for Payment #2 to Livengood for the 5th Street Storm Sewer in the amount of
      $65,770.16.  There was a discussion concerning the $2583.10 change in the contract to
      cover the additional cost of asphalt.  Livengood had asked permission to delay the

      blacktopping due to the weather and the Borough gave their approval.  Vice-President Reed

      made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to approve for payment to Livengood the

      amount of $65,770.16 - $2583.10 for a total cost of $63,187.06.  President Freed declared

      the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

It was decided that the $2583.10 additional charge issue be given to the Highway Committee to 

discuss at their next meeting and resolve.

4. PENN DOT Paving of Rte 873 (Main Street) – It was noted that John Bolton went to the

meeting.  It was also noted that the grate on Main and Center Street was purchased and

installed.

Councilor Hallman stated that the drainage problems on Shadow Oaks Lane should be looked into
and corrected.  He suggested that John Bolton and the crew check the catch basins with dye, flushing

and televising to see where the problems are and than Council should decide what needs to be done
since there is a serious flooding problem created on Oakhurst Drive when there is a heavy downpour.

   F.   Water
         1. Water was tested and found safe for human consumption.

         2. Well #7 Project Update – Councilor Roberts made a motion seconded by Councilor 

             Hallman to approve Application for Payment #2 (final) to Hilltop Excavating in the amount

             of $9,015.89 for Well #7 Project.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a

             Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

EXECUTIVE SESSION – At a request from Attorney Healy, President Freed recessed the Regular Meeting at 12:02 A.M. and called an Executive Session.  President Freed convened the Executive Session and reconvened the Regular Meeting and noted that issues of litigation, real estate and 
personnel were discussed.

Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve the re-payment plan

in the amount of $1975.00 from Art & Tammy Schmidt for the Cynthia Wells property on Second Street for 3 years of water/sewer garbage service as stated in the Invoice which the Schmidts agreed to.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                Galen Freed           Daniel Stevens

Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to appoint Councilors Hoffman, 
Stevens and Vice-President Reed to represent the Borough on the Police Contract Negotiating Committee.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, Nays None.
At 12:45 A.M. Councilor Hoffman made a motion to adjourn.

Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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