BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday, September 12, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers, 125 S. Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080.

Presiding: Galen L. Freed: President of Council
Recording Secretary: Bryon Reed, Vice-President of Council
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:05 P.M. with the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT
 ABSENT     
    OTHERS PRESENT
            VISITORS

Eldon Roberts 
 Daniel Stevens   Mayor Niedermeyer       Katherine Moyer  Denise Smith     
Kris Burek                                   Chief Rachman
       Linda Steets          Chad Trego
Bryon Reed                                 Paul Pendzick SSM       Ron Scheffler       Anthony Gnas   

Galen Freed


    Ed Healy S&S               William Stein        Sarah Arndt

Paul Hoffman                                                                    George Moyer       Barbara Gnas

Russell Hallman




       Edgard Lopez        Robert Stettner








       Mel Gildner           Ed Ziegler








       Robert Herzog Jr.  Daniel Sell







       Frank Gnas                                                                                           
EXECUTIVE SESSION – None at this time                                        
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
After two corrections to the Council Meeting of August 8, 2011 were noted, Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the Council Meeting of August 8 and the Workshop Meetings:  July 18, July 25, August 15, and August 22, 2011 with corrections.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, and Nays None.
At this time the agenda was changed to address issues under Public Safety

A.   Public Safety

1. Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve the

                    affirmation of the hiring of Frank Gnas as a part-time police officer.  President Freed

                    declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

  ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

2. Councilor Hoffman explained that the incident at 419 Diamond Street resulted from a welfare check where the Police Department was called by neighbors to check on the welfare of a gentleman.  When there was no answer believing he was home they called the Fire Department and by the direction of a police officer they forced the door to find out that no one was home.  There was a communication breakdown between the Communication Center to the Police Department where the homeowner had filed a vigilance request.  That was never related to the police officer, and both Chief Rachman and Councilor Hoffman agreed that he acted on information he had available, however since the breakdown was on our end and not the homeowner’s the door was broken.  We received an estimate of $125.00 to board up the door and make it safe and an

estimate of $1300.00 to replace the door.  Councilor Hallman received another estimate for $1100.00. Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve for payment to Ray Walters in an amount not to 
exceed $1100.00 to do the emergency repair work of the door to Mr. Richard Golebiowski’s home at 419 Diamond Street.  President Freed declared the
                    motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

   ROLL CALL                       AYES


            NAYS



                           Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                           Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                           Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

                   Chief Rachman wanted to note that the people who take care of this gentleman

                   are the ones who called the Police Department because for 21 years that they           

                   have been doing this he has never left for more than a day or two without

                   first contacting them, and they were concerned because the mail was piling up.   

                   The officer checked the house then called Chief Rachman explained everything 

                   to him and he had them check with Lehigh County Radio make sure if there were 

                   any ambulance runs, check the hospitals, all came back negative, so they called 

                   the Fire Department for a forced entry.  The resident had called the
                   Communication Center that he would be on vacation, however we did not check

                   with the center.  Chief Rachman noted that the police are partially to blame for

                   not checking with the center, and they have now revised their protocol, but he
                   felt they acted in good faith and President Freed stated that “I for one am glad 

                   that we have that much concern for the people in our town that you exemplified 
                   in this situation and find no blame for the police”.
Councilor Burek asked Councilor Hoffman about the 2 charges for physical examinations for Officer Gnas and was told one is for psychological and one for physical.  She asked why there was only one for Officer Houser on the list and was told because his process started last month the other examination he had appeared on the last billing list.

Chief Rachman noted that the Drug Task Force has been working in the area in the past few weeks and there has been a lot going on and that the department has been taxed.  He also informed Council that he fractured his knee, he has been on light duty the last 2 weeks, and has been told by his doctor to keep off his feet, so he will be on light duty for another 4 weeks.   

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR (Agenda and Non-Agenda Items)

Agenda Items:

Ronald Scheffler – 1335 Oakhurst Drive – he noted that he was a long time resident of Slatington.  

He reported that one day John Bolton, Gene Chandler and Donald Wassum were up in the Maple

Spring Acres area at the intersection of Oakhurst Drive and Maple Spring Drive.  He noticed that the

storm sewer drains were filled and he asked who will clean them and Mr. Bolton told him it was not his job to clean those drains and left.  The drains in question were the ones located by the Elementary School that is currently under construction and the construction company was the one who

covered the drains with screens to prevent debris from entering the drains, however it also prevents

the water from draining into them.  Mr. Scheffler stated that the next day he called the school
about the drains being full of debris and a gentleman he knew by the name of Steve Skepton had the
construction crew goes out and cleans out the drains.  The Friday before the hurricane he called the

Borough Office and stated that the drains were once again filled and wanted to know who was going

to clean them out before the storm.  He stated that a lot of water came down into the lot next to his

Mother’s home.  He stated that Sue at the office noted that yes she also had seen that the drains were
all blocked up by the school and that the crew could not remove them, that the construction company

had to take care of those drains.  Vice-President Reed noted that the drains on Shadow Oaks Lane

had the screens on them, but now the netting is gone, and that the crew went around to check
all the other drains before the storm.  Councilor Burek noted that in the job description it was noted

that the Highway crew must check and clean out the storm sewer drains.  Mr. Scheffler stated that
someone should revise Mr. Bolton’s attitude and Vice-President Reed suggested that perhaps the

two could meet to which Mr. Scheffler stated that he doesn’t speak to him.  He also noted that down

on Maple Spring Drive to Shadow Oaks 13 years ago drain pipes were connected, the blacktop

eroded 6-8 inches all along down Shadow Oaks towards the bottom and its cracking all the way down

and the cars hit bottom when they go down the street.  In closing he offered to take the Borough

Manager job for $14,000.00/year.

George Moyer – Main Street stated nothing, and President Freed asked him why he checked to speak and is not going to now.  Mr. Moyer stated that he signed in case a certain issue wasn’t addressed, but
since it was, he feels there is no need to ask the same questions.

Chad Trego – 403 East Church Street – inquired about the blocks from the old High School and what

the Borough intends to do with them.  President Freed stated that they may possibly use them at

the new Memorial Park on Main Street and that the Borough will retain all the bricks for use later.
Edgard Lopez – 1223 4th Street – he signed in to speak, but was informed that he will be speaking in

the Executive Session
Ed Ziegler – Chestnut/N Walnut Street – again noted various streets in town where the street lights are still out and where some are out one day and on the next stating that we should get on PP&L, since we
pay for electric service for them.  He also mentioned about PENN DOT noting that when they do the slurry on 873 that they are stopping at the bridge, and he wondered why they aren’t doing the bridge, and remarked that it should be done right and President Freed agreed.

REPORTS
The reports of various committees, officials and officers are on file in Borough Hall and are available for public inspection.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFER 
Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve the bills for payment 

as presented.   President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            None
                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Kris Burek
MAYOR’S/POLICE CHIEF’S REMARKS
Mayor Niedermeyer reported the following:  attended the COG Meeting on August 9 – discussed connectivity of cul-d-sacs, started the 5K Trailhead Run on August 20, Ribbon Cutting Dedication

Ceremony at the Trailhead on August 22, Donald Cunningham’s Lehigh County Budget 2012 

Meeting at Cocoa-Cola Park on August 31, and the Pipeline Safety Program at the 4 Points Sheraton

“Call Before You Dig”. 
President Freed noted that over the weekend there had been a problem at the building on the corner

of Main and East Church Street, which required that the streets had to be barricaded and a

structural engineer was needed to determine the safety of the building.  He stated that he could not

connect with one so he called Ted Stevenson, who in turn tried to get one for us, but could not so he came out as a courtesy to the Borough.  He also came to the Sewer Plant the weekend of Hurricane Irene
to assist the Borough if the need would arise to have to hook up a temporary generator.  President

Freed wanted to publicly thank Mr. Stevenson and requested that this be noted in the minutes.

STANDING COMMITTEES
  B.  Finance
              1.   Councilor Hallman stated that he talked to several people about the storm sewer

                    drain issues up at Maple Spring Acres and is making a suggestion to have Lehigh

                    Engineering go up there and do a study to evaluate what needs to be done to

                    correct the problems at a cost not to exceed $2500.00. Councilor Burek 

                    questioned what Budget this money would be coming out of and Councilor 

                    Hallman noted “Highway”.  She wanted to know why this was not discussed at the

                    Highway Committee Meeting, since it would entail spending taxpayers dollars and 

                    why is the chair of the Finance Committee requesting this.  President Freed stated 

                    that Councilor Hallman is allowed to bring the item up and she wanted to know 

                    how they arrived at Lehigh Engineering, and if they had talked to anyone else.

                    Councilor Hallman stated that they are local and can handle this type of work.

                    Councilor Hoffman asked what is the plan to have them do that has not been done 

                    already, that perhaps we should take care of the sanitary sewer system issues first,

                    and Councilor Hallman stated that we just wanted to have someone evaluate the
                    situation.  President Freed stated that they found that a big cause is the related

                    storm sewers in regards to the sanitary sewer issues, because if water from the 

                    storm sewer doesn’t have anywhere to go it will be incorporated into the sanitary

                    sewer lines.  Councilor Hoffman noted that he understands and if you feel the need 

                    to spend limited funding on a different problem as a means to an end, he doesn’t 

                    have a problem with that.  He also stated that ¾ of the drains up there are pits, and 

                    they go nowhere.  Ronald Scheffler noted that he is having settlement on his 

                    mother’s home on the 28th of September and inquired if he would need any other

                    sewer inspections.  Ms. Neff stated that since PA has been declared a State of

                    Emergency because of all the recent storms and flooding, it will be required that

                    another inspection will have to be done to make sure there is nothing wrong.

                    Councilor Burek stated that she is at a loss as to what an engineer would do up 

                    there that we don’t already know about and Vice-President Reed stated that we 

                    may find out that we may need to enlarge piping and add onto the catch basins, 
                    and that we have more water going over the hill into Washington Township.  
                    Councilor Burek asked Mr. Pendzick “is this something your office can do and he 
                    said yes”?  At this time, Mr.  Moyer made the comment “the good old boys”, to
                    which Councilor Hallman replied “George give it a rest”!  Councilor Hoffman 
                    suggested that perhaps someone should touch base with Washington Township 
                    because of the amount of water flowing in that development down to Rte. 873 and 
                    Maple Spring Drive.  He noted  that we never had flooding on 873 as in the last
                    8 months and noted that perhaps some of the problem has come about since the

                    Pin Oak Lane Extension off the mountain road and he wondered whether any 
        storm water management has been done in that area.  He feels that we should 
                    check with Washington Township before we spend our money to see if they
                    are adding to the situation.
        Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Roberts to hire Lehigh
                    Engineering to evaluate the storm sewer system up in Maple Spring Acres and 
                    evaluate the water coming from the Pin Oak Lane Extension with a cost not to 
                    exceed $2500.00.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll
                    Call, voting as follows:

 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                           Russell Hallman    Paul Hoffman
            Kris Burek
                           Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                           Galen Freed 
              2.   Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to have

                    the solicitor advertise EIT Ordinance No. 656.  President Freed declared the

                    motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:          

   ROLL CALL                       AYES


            NAYS



                           Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                           Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                           Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

              3.   Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Burek to approve

                    the Per Capita Exoneration List as submitted.  President Freed declared the

                    motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

    ROLL CALL                       AYES


            NAYS



                           Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                           Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                           Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman
              4.   It was noted that the Minimum Municipal Obligation for 2012 for the pensions
                    is a budget issue for 2012.  Councilor Burek asked for an estimate and was told

                    that will be supplied closer to the end of the year.
              5.   Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoffman to approve

                    the payment of $325.00 for William Stein to attend the PA State Tax Collectors’
  
       Association Workshop.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll

                   Call, voting as follows:

     ROLL CALL                       AYES


NAYS



                             Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                             Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                             Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

   C.  Human/Community Services
              1.   Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve
                    Northern Lehigh High School’s request to hold their annual Homecoming Parade

                    on Friday September 30, 2011, starting about 5:45 PM, and to authorize the

                    Fire Police’s assistance for traffic control as in previous years.  President Freed

                    declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, All Ayes, Nays None.

2. Councilor Hallman made a motion seconded by Councilor Roberts for Council

to adopt Resolution R-10-11 – Adopt a Tobacco-Free Zone at the Walnut Street

Playground.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call,

voting as follows:
      ROLL CALL                     AYES

                        NAYS



                            Galen Freed          Kris Burek
            None
                            Bryon Reed           Russell Hallman
           
                            Eldon Roberts
                  *Councilor Hoffman was not present to vote
             3.    Councilor Hallman noted the Dedication Ceremony and free concert at the Slatington
                    Memorial Park – 4:00 PM – Everyone Is Invited

  D.  Sewer/Solid Waste
             1.   Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Councilor Hallman to approve the Borough
                   Authority Transfer Request for $502.85 for Steckel & Stopp.   President Freed declared 
                   the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           

                    *Councilor Hoffman was not present to vote
             2.   Draft Letter submitted by Vice-President Reed – Sewer Laterals - will be discussed in

                   Executive Session (Legal Advice)

             3.   Robert F. Jones Plumber Bill – Councilor Burek noted that she was not aware of this

     item so she will not discuss it at this time.

             4.   Update on Sewer Backup Issues - $500.00 for check valves – Not addressed

             5.   Update on Washington Township Quarterly Sewer Billing for 2010 (LCA) – Councilor

                   Burek questioned Paul Pendzick (SSM) and he stated that he was in contact with

                   Washington Township and he will meet tomorrow with Mr. Arndt of LCA.  Vice-President

                   Reed and Councilor Hallman asked Mr. Pendzick how many times he has called Mr.

                   Arndt, to which he replied that he is in touch with him on a regular basis on various issues.

                   Vice-President Reed stated that Mr. Arndt told him he had not heard anything on this

                   situation.  Councilor Burek remarked that he doesn’t seem to know my number, and that

                   he seems to be calling all the wrong people and the wrong committees to which Vice-

                   President Reed told Councilor Burke she didn’t follow it up for months.  She replied that 
                   when he got the call he could have given Mr. Arndt her number, but he wanted to play big
                   man on campus and sharply noted that this discussion is over and her committee is finished.
                   Vice-President Reed explained that Mr. Arndt is concerned about the additional $40,000.00
                   attached to the Quarterly Sewer Bill for 2010.

    E.   Highway
            1.    Letter sent to Washington Township concerning High Point Lane – Vice-President Reed

                   explained about the 3 homes that are contributing large amounts of water which is 

                   a big contributor to the problem down on Oakhurst Drive.  He sent the letter to Washington

                   Township and to Mr. Arndt at LCA.   He noted that he spoke that same day to 2 township 

                   supervisors about the situation, who will be working on this problem, and also spoke to  Mr. 

                   Arndt, and the next day LCA checked it out and plugged the manhole (dead end).

Vice-President Reed wanted to thank the Fire Department for all the work they did the day of the

hurricane, how they met with Chief Weaver and Ron Hausman (EMC) the day before the storm came

through and they had a plan laid out and were prepared.  He stated that on the day of the storm several councilmen were up at Maple Spring Acres and also at the Wastewater Treatment Plant because of
not having any electric.  It was also again noted that Ted Stevenson formerly of SSM also came to the 

plant and they were also in contact with the plant operators.

     F.   Water
            1.   Water was tested and found safe for human consumption

            2.   Councilor Roberts stated that Steve Martinez did a great job on supplying water to the

                  residents during Hurricane Irene.

Vice-President Reed noted that both plant operators did a good job.  Councilor Burek stated that the

operators at the Sewer Plant did an excellent job, especially since a murder had just occurred outside

of the plant a week before and they had to work around that.  She noted that the plant had lost power

Saturday night and did not come back on until Monday, and that fortunately the plant operates on a gravity system, so the processing could continue.  She stated that there was a comment about some

flows that were caused by the Sewer Plant, which she replied that it was not true, the attempt to hook up a temporary generator which fortunately was not done, because it would have caused all kinds of

chaos.  Stefan was in touch with her numerous times as was Duane during the hurricane.  She noted that there were overflows and also a problem with the effluent line.            

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  - Councilor Hoffman noted that at the last Council Meeting there was a discussion about the water and sewer plant computer backups and he had mentioned the idea of using the Borough’s backup server.  He checked with Mr. Andy Gildner of Keystone Technology LLC who noted that it was an excellent idea; the benefit – no extra hardware to buy, negative - the computer systems at those places would be slowed while they are backing up.  Mr. Gildner suggested the backup should be done between 2-4 A.M. – no productivity issues like during the day and more than enough space.  Councilor Burek questioned about the battery and was told that it is a limited battery backup to the service here, but Mr. Gildner noted that there is amble time for general usage, at least a 36 hour period.  Councilor Hoffman made a motion seconded by Councilor Burek to authorize Andy

Gildner of Keystone Technology LLC to set up the backups for the Sewer and Water Plants to the Borough’s main server.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Russell Hallman    Kris Burek
            None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           Paul Hoffman

Councilor Hoffman noted that Engine 2412 is done and should be back in the borough and in service

sometime this week.  He also stated that they will take the ladder truck up to be repaired when they

go to pick up the engine.  He also wanted to express his appreciation to the Fire Department for helping
out the citizens through the various storms and to thank Officer Saborsky for her help and how she

handled the situation on East Church Street and Main Street over the weekend.

Chief Weaver noted that the reports from Hurricane Irene from the Fire Department are complete and

have been faxed to the County for a possible damage reimbursement attempt.

At this time, Councilor Hallman requested to issue a statement as an answer to “the good old boys voting” comment that was made earlier in the meeting by a visitor to which Mrs. Moyer interrupted

and remarked “Russ, stop it, that’s so stupid and so unprofessional”, and Councilor Hallman responded

“yes it is” and she said “yes on your part”.  He noted that” he never disrespected you people ever once”.   He wanted to clarify why he did not consider SSM for the survey on the Maple Spring Acres issue.  He asked Mr. Pendzick how long he had been with SSM to which Mr. Pendzick replied about 14 years. 
Councilor Hallman noted that about 10 years ago when Church Street had storm sewer drains put in, he, John Kasten and Ted Stevenson stood in the middle of a pouring down rain storm where SSM had just worked on the project and 3 out of the 6 drains didn’t even catch water.  His concern is that we spent about $400,000.00 and look what they got.  Now there are questions on 5th Street which was also
engineered by SSM.  Mr. Moyer noted that when the sewer line was put in back of his home on

Factory Street there were issues and SSM wasn’t on that project to which both Vice-President Reed

and Councilor Hallman stated that they have been our engineers for 30 years and they designed all

those projects.  Mr. Moyer asked why they didn’t advertise to which Councilor Hallman responded
that they were just looking for someone to come and evaluate the situation and make suggestions

as to what needs to be done. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – At this time President Freed recessed the Regular Meeting and called for
an Executive Session.  He convened the Executive Session, reconvened the Regular Meeting and noted that threatened litigation and the solicitor’s opinion on the consents that we’ll need up on Maple Spring Acres and other legal processes were discussed.

At 9:40 PM the meeting was adjourned.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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