BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Finance/ Public Safety, Human/Community Services, Workshop Meetings were held on July 25, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.  The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:35 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
 ABSENT
        OTHERS

         VISITORS

Galen Freed     Paul Hoffman         Kris Burek            Robert Steets       Linda Steets
Russell Hallman                              Chief Rachman    Carol Gildner      Andrew Aris  
Daniel Stevens

                                      Mel Gildner        Denise Smith

                                          

              Ed Ziegler          
FINANCE
Russell Hallman – Chairman; Members:  Daniel Stevens, Paul Hoffman
VISITORS: 
Carol Gildner – 528 Pine Street – (Police Pension Fund) – She inquired as to why there hasn’t been a Police Pension Committee Meeting since March 12, 2009.  Chairman Hallman noted that there were not enough members to have a meeting due to the fact that Sgt. Burke had been deployed to Afghanistan between 2009 and 2010, and we do not have a Borough Manager.  She asked if anyone was keeping an eye on the police pension and was told that Mr. Herr from National Penn is our administrator and she should contact the office about monthly statements that the Borough receives.  She also inquired as to the status of the officers’ contributions to this fund and was told that it is still in arbitration.  This will be one of the topics of discussion at the contract negotiations for the new police contract, which will be handled by the committee that was appointed by Council to represent the Borough.  She asked if Harrisburg is still contributing to the pension fund and was told yes, but the contribution changes every year.

         1.   Handicapped Ramp Update – Councilor Stevens noted that he received 1 quote

               for over $10,000.00, and 2 others – one was way above what they said it would 
               be and the other we are still waiting for another estimate.  Councilor Hoffman 
               had informed Chairman Hallman that he had someone come out to look at it.      

               This item will be put on the August 8 Council Meeting for review and action.

Chairman Hallman noted that he had received a notice for membership in a surplus company out of South Carolina and the fee is $39.00.  President Freed gave a brief description of the city auctions and how they handle surplus items. There were no further topics or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Finance Meeting was adjourned.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Paul Hoffman – Chairman; Members:  Russell Hallman, Daniel Stevens – Councilor Hallman filled in for Chairman Hoffman
VISITORS:
1. Part-Time Police Officer – Chief Rachman stated that he is asking for approval to hire a part time police officer by the name of Matthew Houser.  It was decided that this request be put on the August 8 Council Meeting Agenda.

2.  Insurance for ATV (Lehigh Valley Hospital) – There was a request to have the
     Lehigh Valley Hospital named as an additional insured on the Borough policy
     to cover the ATV, which they would like to take up to the races in the Pocono

     over the weekend.  Councilor Hoffman informed Council that there are no 
     additional costs involved, no charges, only just paperwork.  There was a brief 
     discussion and both Councilors Stevens and Hallman noted that they were not 
     in agreement with the request.
There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Public Safety Meeting was adjourned.

HUMAN/COMMUNITY SERVICES
Daniel Stevens – Chairman; Members:  Paul Hoffman, Russell Hallman
VISITORS – None
1. Lungs at Play Update – Chairman Stevens noted that he had not 

received any response from Robert Stettner who is working on a draft
resolution.

2. Parking Lot Improvement (Main & Center Street) – Chairman Stevens distributed a copy of the grant he wrote in 2010, part of it is to finish off the

parking lot, a 50/50 match.  He noted that the trees are there, and the monies
would be used for litter receptacles, bike racks, benches.  When it is finished

they will install the public parking sign.  It was decided that this would be put on the August Council Agenda and Councilor Hallman noted that he should have some prices for stones, pavers, and landscaping by then.  Ed Ziegler suggested that the Borough buy the adjoining house/lot, and expand the parking lot.

Councilor Burek mentioned about the large amount of trash that was sitting out at 201 Main Street over the weekend and she questioned the police if they checked on it.

Chief Rachman noted that they do not have a copy of the garbage schedule, so they are not aware of whose garbage gets picked up and on what days.  There was a discussion about which the police should check on for ordinance violations, such as moving permits, yard sales, etc. and Councilor Burek stated that she could perhaps call the Police when she sees these violations.  Mr. Steets asked if our ordinance enforcement officer worked on weekends and was told no.  Councilor Stevens stated that Ms. Nails works 4 days a week, 5 hours per day and it was suggested that perhaps her hours could be changed to possibly include some weekend coverage.  Chief Rachman noted that this would help to relieve the police to handle other situations over the weekends.  President Freed suggested that perhaps we should bring Ms. Nails in on a 5th day and pay her mileage for that one day.
Councilor Stevens presented a memo advertising a newsletter deal from the Hometown Press, for free printing of the newsletter, but it was noted that there are more ads, than information and Councilor Hallman stated no.  There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Human/Community Services Meeting was adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM
Joan Cheesbrough
Assistant Borough Secretary
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