BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Finance/ Public Safety, Human/Community Services, Workshop Meetings were held on May 23, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.  The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:38 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
 ABSENT
        OTHERS

         VISITORS

Galen Freed     Russell Hallman     Kris Burek            Melvin Gildner  Carol Gildner
Paul Hoffman                                  Chief Rachman    George Moyer    Andrew Aris  
Daniel Stevens

                                      Jennifer Platts     Denise Smith






              Daniel Sell          Robert Herzog Jr.







  Robert Stettner
FINANCE
Russell Hallman – Chairman; Members:  Daniel Stevens, Paul Hoffman – Mr. Stevens filled in for Chairman Hallman
VISITORS - None
1. Jennifer Platts (Blue Ridge Communications) supplied a new price list, which
      removed the 2 phone lines at the wells and 1 line at the Pumping Station, due
      to the fact that there would be too much in construction costs.  The new cost is 
      approximately $648.00/month for all lines and internet services (local and 
      long distance), with a potential savings of $413.77/month.  Chairman 
      Hoffman inquired about the internet service for the Fire Station and was told 
      that this is a separate account and will be billed to Coplay.  She requested that 
      the contract needed to be resigned for the Fire Station Agreement because the
     original agreement had the internet service for this included.  They informed 
     Ms. Platts that the contract will be presented at the June 13, 2011 Council 
     Meeting and Ms. Platts stated that she will get numbers together and e-mail to 
     Joan and wait for Council’s decision.  Chairman Hoffman inquired about the
     term of the contract and was told that it is for 3 years with free installation.

2.  Preparation for Proposal for Tax Collection Committee – Tabled until August/

                 September.

            3.  Air Conditioning Unit for Vigilant Building – Chairman Hoffman asked Mr.

     Stettner if he had met with Mr. Kromer about his quote and Robert Herzog Jr.

                 stated that he did and Chairman Hoffman asked if he quoted a crane rental

                 price.  Mr. Stettner noted that he had received a quote about 6 months ago 

                 from Lessig for approximately $6,000.00 and he will supply a copy to the 
                 office.  It was suggested that this be put on the June 13 Council Meeting 
                 Agenda for discussion and possible action.  Chairman Stevens inquired if they 
                 were going to try to acquire another quote.  President Freed asked how big the 
                 unit is and was told between 250 – 300 pounds.  The question arose about how 
                 to handle both the old unit and the new unit and Chairman Stevens suggested 
                 maybe using a dolly.  Chairman Hoffman suggested contacting an A/C 
                 supplier for another quote.

4.  New Computer Request/Quote – The memo from Ms. Cheesbrough informed 
                 them that Linda Nail’s computer died and we gave the Borough Manager’s 

     computer to her.  It was suggested that we put Sue’s computer in the manager  
     office and give the new one to Sue.  Chairman Hoffman asked how old the

     computers were and was told that Sue’s is older than Joan’s (about 2 years) 

     and he suggested getting 2 (one for Sue and one for Joan. since the quote is so 

     low.  It was suggested that it be put on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda
     for discussion and possible action.

There were no further topics or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Finance Meeting was adjourned.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Paul Hoffman – Chairman; Members:  Russell Hallman, Daniel Stevens
VISITORS – None
1. Resolution R-07-11 – Rules and Regulations for Borough Hall Bulletin Board

Chairman Hoffman stated that he and Attorney Healy discussed this resolution

and he handed out a Resolution that he did up and one that Attorney Healy had made changes to.  He read both of them and they were discussed at length.  Chairman Stevens questioned why Attorney Healy removed the political section from his draft and Chairman Hoffman stated that he will check with Attorney Healy on this issue.  It was decided to put this resolution

on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda for possible action.

2. Resolution R-08-11 – Authorizing Participation in the Knox Box Ordinance.

Chairman Hoffman noted that the Slatington Fire Department has become

affilitated with the Knox Box Corp, and this makes Borough residents,
community groups, and businesses eligible to purchase know boxes if they

choose too.  They must however have a form signed by the Fire Department

authorizing their purchase of the Knox Box for their building.  Chairman

Hoffman stated that he mailed forms to the Slatington Elementary School

and the property located at 624-626 Main Street (apartment building).  He had

received a request for information from the Catholic School on West Washington Street and that they ordered 2 of the secure boxes for the vehicles that will be controlled by the Communication Center.  He noted that they are

looking for a resolution stating that the Borough would be endorsing the program.  Chairman Stevens questioned about the wording denoting that the 

“Borough is requiring”, which is incorrect and Chairman Hoffman said it should read “encouraging” and he asked if we should go ahead and support the program or table it and let it go?  President Freed stated that we should support it and Chairman Stevens agreed if it is voluntary, and should be worded as such.  Chairman Hoffman noted that the change will be made and 

will be put on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda for consideration and approval.

3. ACO Contract – Chairman Hoffman noted that unbeknownst to him at a previous meeting he was given a contract to be signed for Sanctuary at Haaftsville in Fogelsville for stray animal services and stated that the Peaceable Kingdom Contract had not be renewed.  The Borough does not currently have a contract and or a vendor to secure our strays.  He stated that he is waiting for an updated contract and price and he also noted that the majority of municipalities are switching to Sanctuary at Haaftsville where Ms. Jones previously of Peaceable Kingdom is, however he was told that Peaceable Kingdom will be cheaper.  Chief Rachman said we should look into that 3 day waiting period, because the problem arises as to who will take care of these strays on weekends and he stated that if the Police are expended to do this then the $200.00 should be listed in the Police Budget.  He stated that there are definite issues with clean up at the Sewer Plant after the strays are removed by the Police.  Chairman Hoffman stated that if he is not informed of these issues he cannot confront the ACO about them.  Chairman Burek suggested putting a picture and article out on the website about the stray animals which the Borough has housed at the Sewer Plant.  She also mentioned that Sanctuary was not state approved, but Chief Rachman noted that he believes that they are now.  It was suggested that it be put on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda.  Chief Rachman suggested the contract be signed as soon as possible and that Ms. Nails was instructed that it is her responsibility to come and take care of any stray.  Chief Rachman asked if she will be allowed to take home the ACO vehicle if she has to come back .
Chief Rachman noted that he spoke to the Borough of Catasauqua and was informed that they charge $5.00/pickup fee and $5.00/boarding fee to the owner of the pet.  It was noted that we would have to issue an ordinance, bring it up to Council and that the costs to enact the ordinance would exceed the receipts.

Chief Rachman informed the committee that they are having issues with 2 of  the MVT computers in the patrol cars, one needs a mother board, and the other one is acting up and when asked replied that they are about 4 years old and are used extensively.  He will have Andy Gildner check to see if they are under warranty.  He noted that one officer will be assigned to the Memorial Day Parade on Monday May 30 and that Officer Sarborsky will attend the Camp Cadet at Camp Horseshoe as a counselor the week of June 19 – 24. 

At this time, Chairman Burek who is Chair of the Sewer Committee and a private citizen stated that starting June 1, 2011 the Borough will start to pay $10,714.42 monthly for the next 20 years for the PENNVEST Loan Repayment.  She also noted that several major repairs will be needed at the Sewer Treatment Plant and her question was “where is the money going to come from”?  Chairman Stevens noted that the loan repayment for the year 2011 has already been budgeted, and that the 1077 units  was incorrect and than Chairman Burek asked him why did he approve/correct the Council Meeting Minutes where the secretary stated that there was.  Chairman Stevens noted that he spoke to Ms. Guedes about the number and he agreed that it was not correct.   She mentioned again about increasing the customer base by billing all the apartments who are not already being billed the minimum for water and sewer and how this would not only generate more revenue but also be fair to the regular taxpayers.  Chairman Burek noted that we have not heard back from the DEP on their final decision concerning a 3rd operator at the Sewer Plant which could become a continuing expense; that the Borough is working on trying to collect on the outstanding liens, but at this time this issue is at a stand still; and the possible expense to redo the utility billing because she stated that the way we send out the bills is in violation of the Federal Trade Commission and that a person’s debt needs to be covered or mailed in an envelope.  She continued expressing her concerns about the repairs and mentioned that we sell service to Walnutport and Washington Township and if we cannot fulfill those obligations we don’t make revenue and there will be more bills we don’t pay.  Chairman Hoffman stated that he agreed with Chairman Stevens about this year’s debt service, and he also agrees with Chairman Burek about the debts and upcoming repairs.  He asked Chair Phillips of the Authority about the moving up date of the loan from 9/1/2011 to 6/1/2011 and Chair Phillips stated that he understood that since our system is a pre-existing one and not a new one starting up, that that is the reason for the date change.  He also mentioned that SSM was going to get in touch with

PENNVEST to ask for a 30 day grace period, but as of right now they did not hear back from them.  It was noted that the 1st payment check had been signed and deposited in the bank.  
At this time Chairman Hoffman interrupted the meeting to announce that a severe tornado warning for our area was reported until 8:00 P.M. and that one had touched down in Lansford.  
Chairman Hoffman noted that at the last Council Meeting he had spearheaded the discussion after Mr. Trego asked how many units are in the Borough and noted that he has requested a copy of the apartment listing from the office, but has not had time to get into the office for it.  He stated that he agrees with Chairman Burek and said he tried months ago when he submitted a proposal concerning reducing the water/sewer rates and Chairman Burek agreed and thanked him for his efforts.  Chairman Burek than stated that we all need to work together to help benefit all the residents.

She also noted that a resident called and inquired why the 2009 Council Meeting Minutes had been taken off the website and stated that she was informed that there was too much data which was causing problems with the backup.  She requested that this issue be looked into.

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street asked Chairman Stevens that since he disagreed with the numbers if he had totaled the number himself and Chairman Stevens answered yes and that others had come up with close to the number he did.  Mr. Gildner than noted that even if we only get 400 new customers that it would still be a benefit to the homeowners and lower the rates, besides generating more revenue.  Chairman Stevens noted that this would depend on how you structure the billing.  Mr. Gildner noted that he talked to several seniors who feel they are being discriminated against and wonder why nothing has been done, although Council is aware of it. Mr. Gildner asked why Council cannot give a reason for being against restructuring the billing. 
George Moyer –  231 Main Street inquired about the status of the repairs to the aerial truck and Chairman Hoffman stated that the insurance carrier has 2 quotes and is waiting for the 3rd one.  Mr. Moyer asked who would be responsible to pay for the repairs and Chairman Hoffman stated that the insurance company will pay for the repairs. 
There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Public Safety Meeting was adjourned.

HUMAN/COMMUNITY SERVICES
Daniel Stevens – Chairman; Members:  Paul Hoffman, Russell Hallman
VISITORS – None
1. The Gathering Request – Chairman Stevens noted the request from the Northern Lehigh Historical Society for their annual “The Gathering” and Chairman Hoffman stated that as long as they adhere to the Borough’s requirements as last year:  a certificate of insurance, no alcohol allowed on Borough property.  It was suggested to put it on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda for their approval.

2. Parks & Recreation Request – Chairman Stevens noted the request for their 4th
Annual Trout Creek Trot 5K Run/Walk to be held in August and their request to use $90.00 of their profits for a new banner.  It was suggested that this request be put on the June 13 Council Meeting Agenda for their approval.

3. Replacement of 2 trees on Main Street (1 on bridge, 1 at Wells Fargo Bank).
Chairman Burek asked that we check about a warranty.  This will be on the

June 13 2011 Council Meeting Agenda for action.  George Moyer inquired
if some of the limbs could be trimmed by the Borough crew and Chairman

Stevens stated yes that they would be taken care of.

There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Human/Community Services Meeting was adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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