BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Finance/ Public Safety, Human/Community Services, Workshop Meetings were held on September 26, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.  The meeting was called to order by Councilor Stevens at 6:38 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
     ABSENT
      OTHERS

              VISITORS

Daniel Stevens     None                Kris Burek             Chad Trego         Linda Steets
Russell Hallman                                                          Andrew Aris       Ed Ziegler
Paul Hoffman

                                                George Moyer     Katherine Moyer
Galen Freed                                                                Daniel Sell           Robert Herzog Jr                                           







Melvin Gildner   Carol Gildner

                                                                                    Robert Stettner   Keith Weaver






            Gwen Neff

FINANCE
Russell Hallman – Chairman; Members:  Daniel Stevens, Paul Hoffman
VISITORS: - None

Budget 2012 – Chairman Hallman noted that they pulled the spreadsheets and 

            they should have actual numbers for the 3 quarters of 2011 after September.  He 
            also noted that as of last year the earned income tax is not quite where we
            budgeted, so its going to be a little less and we probably won’t know until the end 
            of the year and everything else is just estimated.  Chad Trego noted that it was a
            concern last year, and he was wondering if it will be again this year.  Councilor 

            Stevens noted that till the end of the year it should be about the same and that this

            Year we are more prepared than last year and budgeted accordingly.  Councilor 

            Hoffman also noted that with a decent 4th quarter it should be in line with the 

            Budget figures.
There were no further topics or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Finance Meeting was adjourned.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Paul Hoffman – Chairman; Members:  Russell Hallman, Daniel Stevens – Councilor Stevens filled in for Chairman Hoffman
VISITORS:
Ed Ziegler – North Walnut Street – stated that he was going to address an issue, but he saw that it has been corrected; the light on the other side of the hill that warns of a hidden driveway at the top of the hill (purchased by Rentschler and the electric bill is paid by the Borough) hasn’t been on since Hurricane Irene went through, but he went through this morning to check and it was lit.  He also inquired about the seal coating and was told that it will go down to the bridge only and also that by the end of the week the Lehigh Gap Bridge should be open.

Chairman Hoffman reported that he will be attending the 6th Annual Valley Spirit Award Dinner on Tuesday October 4, 2011 held in conjunction with Lehigh Valley Hospital and Burn Prevention Foundation.  They submitted two names for recognition:  Jason Hankee (children off roof of house on Centre Avenue where there was a fire) and Wayne Sheckler (handled the traffic control and assistance in evacuating the residents when the fire occurred on West Franklin Street).  The foundation selected Mr. Sheckler as the recipient of the award which will be presented at the banquet.  Chairman Hoffman noted that the State Firemen’s Association Parade had been held this past weekend and our ATV took 1st place in the Special Services category and the rescue truck took 3rd place in the Rescue Truck category.  He reported that the 2 part-time police officers who were recently hired are working mostly evening and night shifts with Officer Dorward who is the training officer.  Chairman Hoffman informed the committee that the Uniform Contract Police Committee met once with the Police Department, and other dates were set up in October, however, they did not meet with Councilors schedules, so they are waiting for Officer Dorward to get back and contact him about setting up alternate dates.  The Fire Department submitted 2 competitive grants through FEMA.  At this time, Councilor Burek asked if there is something we could do for Jason Hankee, perhaps a proclamation so he can be publicly recognized, and it was suggested that they do proclamations for both.  He noted that the Fire Department did something at their carnival in April, and Lori Vernon had a picture in the Northern Valley Gazette. 
Chairman Hoffman noted that he has been getting phone calls from the ACO (whom he stated is doing a stellar job) stating that there are a lot of issues with a quasi adoption agency that has been running illegally in town on East Church Street and that the state dog warden also has various issues with people wanting to get rid of their animals.  He explained a situation concerning a woman who is taking care of her son’s cat (who is incarcerated), noting that she cannot take care of the cat, so it should fall under abandonment laws and could be citable.    Chairman Hoffman noted that if they have no objections he would like to run this by Solicitor Healy if that is the case.  Councilor Stevens questioned about that adoption agency and Chairman Hoffman explained, and he also noted that there is a big issue with cats and that there is no place for them to go.  He informed them that the ACO will be attending a hearing at Magistrate Beck’s, noting the State will have our current contractee up on charges and depending on the outcome of the hearing, who will be able to take cats, but no dogs.  He reported the building at the corner of Main and East Church Street has been repaired and the major part has been taken care of.  We will have Mr. Dellecker inspect it. 
There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Public Safety Meeting was adjourned.

HUMAN/COMMUNITY SERVICES
Daniel Stevens – Chairman; Members:  Paul Hoffman, Russell Hallman
VISITORS 
Robert Stettner – 44 South Walnut Street – noted (1) Saturday November 19th the Walnut Playground Association will be utilizing the trailhead and parking lot for their 2nd Annual 5K (Running of the Nuts) Run.  They will be going South on the D&L Trail so there will be no need for either Fire or regular Police. (2) Sunday October 23rd the Parks & Recreation Commission will be participating in the D&L Marathon (volunteering their time at the various water stations and the on the trailhead.  D&L will supply everything to them.  They are requesting of the Borough for assistance from both Fire and regular Police, because they will be crossing over Main Street.  It was noted that this request has already been approved by Council.

Ed Ziegler – N Walnut Street – asked if the Dedication of the Memorial Park had taken place on Sunday as planned and was told yes.  He inquired about the motto signs (Boys Girls) which had been on the front entrance of the old high school, noted that they are at the Maintenance Building and stated that nothing had been done with them yet.  Chairman Stevens stated that there are not enough funds to build a front entrance, where the owls, the cornerstone and the mottos were supposed to be put into.  He asked Mr. Ziegler if he knew of anyone who might want to donate money and Mr. Ziegler remarked that he could donate some of the blue stones from the bridge if they would want them.


Duane J. Lucien Scholarship Foundation Benefit Request – They are requesting

            to hold the benefit on Saturday May 19, 2012 and it was decided this request

            would be put on the October Council Meeting Agenda for their approval.  

Councilor Hallman inquired if they fix the rail on the handicap ramp and Chairman Stevens noted that he will check on it.  He also informed them that the new DVR should be coming the end of this week (security tapes) and we will have the ability to tape 6 months on one tape.
Councilor Hoffman stated that there will be a hearing at the magistrate’s office this week for a gentleman who was cited for striking one of our fire police members with his vehicle during the storm when he was directing traffic.  Chief Weaver noted that he was not cited for DUI, however he was charged with disorderly conduct and he pleaded not guilty.  He also noted that Engine 2412 is back in service and is fine and that the ladder truck is up at KME and being worked on.  

There were no further issues or questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Human/Community Services Meeting was adjourned. 
Chairman Stevens moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 PM
Joan Cheesbrough
Assistant Borough Secretary
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