BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, Highway and Committee Workshop Meeting were held on March 21, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:35 PM with the following in attendance:
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WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek

VISITORS

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street noted that he went to Palmerton again to question their billing on water and sewer, and stated that he was told something by one of the girls and then something different from another of the girls.  He again noted that he had been given several different numbers for the apartments in Slatington.
Brian Sell – 235 South Walnut Street noted that Ronca had not yet contacted him concerning his water problem and Ms. Burek stated that she will contact Ronca about this situation.

2. Well #7 Update – Mr. Reed noted that the materials have been ordered, but the project has not been started yet.

3. John Bolton informed the committee that the water mains are okay and that they have found various water leaks, a substantial one under the bridge at

      Willow Avenue, which has been leaking over 100,000 gallons of water since

      December 22, 2010.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – There were various residents from Oakhurst Drive present to address the sewer/water backup issues that occurred on March 10, 2011 at their homes:  David Walker, Shirley Wagner, William Follweiler, also Brian Waylen and Gus Guedes.  There was an extensive discussion about the reasons for these backups and John Bolton explained how in 2003 all of Maple Spring Acres was televised and smoke tested and he displayed a full print with documentation, concerning the results of these tests.  This was Stage 2 of the I/I study, first being fixing Shadow Oaks Lane, Arbor Lane and Pine Tree Drive, and borough laterals either lined or replaced.  He noted that there are quite a few illegal hookups, some being sump pumps into the sewer system and into floor drains, and also down spouting hooked into the system. He read the report submitted by Belleview Pump who did the first stage of the I/I Project and noted that it was discovered that every piece of terra cotta pipe that was used had no seals on them and that the developer used the sewer system for trench water.  He also stated that the hydraulics on Shadow Oaks Lane and Oakhurst Drive are a problem when the flow comes down from Shadow Oaks and into Oakhurst Drive’s line cutting off and causing backup.  Ms. Wagner noted that clear water is coming out of her shower.  Vice-President Reed stated that back in 1991 when Livengood ran a new line from Union to Maple Spring Drive, they never had any problem, but the whole back section was just being built than.  
The following actions were suggested:  (1)  John Bolton will televise the lines on Oakhurst Drive (2)  Ms. Burek requested that the solicitor prepare a letter to every resident up in Maple Spring Acres explaining the situation and stating that the Borough will be testing, and checking for illegal hook-ups, which is allowed by a Borough Ordinance, since it involves the sewer system.  President Freed requested that in the letter it should be noted that the main concern is getting the problem resolved and that if we do not get the residents’ co-operation than other action would need to be taken.

Vice-President Reed and Mr. Hallman suggested that since we cannot control the problem at present, we should consider having the residents that were affected, have check valves installed and submit the bill to the Borough for reimbursement and Ms. Burek noted that she will check her sewer budget to see if there is money available for these valves.  She stated that only the people who were at the meeting or the meeting on Monday March 14, 2011 be reimbursed:  addresses on Oakhurst Drive, 1065, 1048, 1026, 1038, 1070, 1058, and 1035.  It was noted by Gus Guedes that even if you have a valve, it doesn’t guarantee that it will prevent the backup and that you cannot use your toilet or shower while this is happening.  Mr. Brian Sell than questioned spending taxpayers’ money on something that isn’t going to work.
John Bolton also informed the committee that he will check with John Keck concerning the smoke testing done on the lower part of town before the sewer project started and the letters that were set out as a follow-up to see which have been fixed, and which ones have not.  John also stated that we should get after LCA to fix their lines which are further down Walnut Street and going up to Victory Estates because South Walnut Street also has water problems.
Daniel Sell – South Walnut Street stated that he was happy to see that the Council was at least checking into this situation, because they didn’t do anything for him and his problems on South Walnut Street.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned.

HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS  - Lisa Bryant – 111 East South Street stated that she works for a Youth Services Group and that they have been doing work around the Borough using young people between the ages of 13-18 doing community services, by picking up trash, cans, bottles, etc. and bagging it and putting it out to be picked up by the Maintenance crew.  She expressed her feelings about how she was treated when she called the Borough office to inquire about having the bags picked up.  She questioned why she was told to come to the meeting, when all they were trying to do was “help clean up Slatington”.  President Freed stated that perhaps when she called the office, there might have been a misunderstanding about how the trash was to be handled.  Councilor Burek extended an apology to Ms. Bryant on behalf of the Office personnel.
2. Larry Davis’s House End of South Street – Mr. Davis put a home at the end of

South Street a few years ago, and now because he is at the end, he has a problem with his drinking water being brown.  He informed Vice-President Reed that he might be purchasing a filtration system, but this would only be a temporary fix to a permanent problem.  Vice-President Reed and John Bolton suggested various methods to address the problem:  adding 2 lengths of pipe, clean out the line, in the summertime attach an automatic timer on the fire plug, and flush the line, at the end of the line put on a 1” copper line and have the water continuously flowing and put a blow off on.  John noted that he flushes the line at least once a month, and then it is okay for a while.

3. CDBG Project – Vice-President Reed noted that Tom Palmer of URDC and Lehigh Engineering will meet and that Lehigh Engineering has already measured the streets and the study should be completed by either Wednesday or Thursday.

4. John Bolton noted his concerns about the busted catch basin grate located at 

Center and Main Streets in front of Bechtel’s Pharmacy.  He stated that it needs to be replaced and that he got a price of $515.00 from Monarch and the crew would take out the radius and pour concrete then replace with a new grate.  He also noted that PENNDOT does not replace/repair catch basins and that 873 is scheduled to be repaved from 309 to Walnutport, and there will be a meeting which Slatington has been invited to concerning this project.
There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M.

Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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