BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, Highway and Committee Workshop Meeting were held on April 18, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:33 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
       ABSENT
         OTHERS

  VISITORS
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 Lou Yurasits        Rick Bracalente






             Daniel Sell
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS:

Rich Bracalente from Bracalente Construction – He noted that he had a call from the office and Chairman Reed requesting him to attend this meeting.  He explained how they milled at the curb 1-1/2” deep, went down 4’ to nothing, scratched the center of the road and replaced 1/1/2” which helped the situation.  He spoke to Mr. Dicker from SS&M and he agreed that the repairs were done to specs.  He noted that water comes down from Washington Street above and unless there is total reconstruction, it will not stop the excessive flow of water.  He stated that some of the curbline is within a ¼” of an inch and put in 1-1/2” to possibly 2” of asphalt at the crown which also helps to hold back the water.  Chairman Reed noted that he went out on Saturday when we had the heavy rains and saw that the water was going into the catch basins, and stated that since the new sewer lines have been installed there is no more infiltration into the sewer lines and also that there are quite a few springs in the area.  He also noted that he, John Keck and Gary Phillips were down on S. Walnut Street on Wednesday to look at the catch basins and sidewalks, and Gary Phillips stated that there is a roof rain loader coming out underneath the sidewalk going into the catch basin.  He stated that years ago one of the residents disconnected their sump pump and routed it out to the storm sewer drain.
Brian Sell – 235 South Walnut Street – He noted that they had more problems over the weekend with water in the basements.  He requested a copy of the contract for the sewer project and was told that he needed to fill out a Right-To-Know Request for the construction specs and present it to the Authority.  He questioned about whether they put stones under the sewer lines and Chairman Reed said that he will look into it.  He noted that he had spoken to some contractors and he stated that he wasn’t buying this explanation about the water, because they told him that stones are put under the lines and that the water should follow the path of least resistance.  Mr. Sell expressed his views and questioned why a survey hadn’t been done prior to the project to determine how the water would be re-routed since it could not go into the lines anymore.  President Freed and Chairman Burek suggested to Mr. Sell that he attend the Borough Authority Meeting on 
April 25, 2011 and express his concerns and they explained about the Authority holding the permit for the Sewer Treatment Plant.
Lou Yurasits – 207 Union Street – Mr. Yurasits noted the problem that his neighbor Mr. Luther Ackey on Union Street has since they installed the new Union Street meter.   There is now a dip in the road at his driveway and the manhole located to the left has a pocket there and all the water lays in there.  Chairman Reed noted that possibly the road may have sunk and we will have Ronca come out and look at it.  Mr. Yurasits also questioned about whether anything has been resolved about lowering the minimum water/sewer rates and Chairman Burek stated that she has made several motions, and proposals but Council is not giving her any support.  He also wanted to know why the sewer rates are higher than the water rates and Chairman Reed stated that the costs to run the Sewer Plant are much higher then the Water Plant.  He inquired about the people up on the hill on Oakhurst Drive who experienced the sewer problems in their basements and if anything had been done for them yet.  Chairman Burek stated that $3,000.00 is being taken out of the Sewer Budget to reimburse 6 homes at no more than $500.00/home to install a check valve and has requested that Council go after the outstanding property liens that have been filed against delinquent utility accounts.  Chairman Reed read a letter from the Borough’s insurance company stating that they had tried to contact Ms. Burek to speak to her concerning the claims that were filed for these people, but that she refused to talk to them.  Chairman Burek explained about the people and also explained why she did not speak to the insurance company, because she was not present at the homes and did not want to give incorrect information to the insurance company.  Chairman Reed called the insurance company and was informed that an adjuster went out and checked the homes and will supply a recorded statement.  President Freed stated that the cause of the problem was clear water which is being pumped in by illegal sump pumps and downspouts and resulting in a blockage and causing the backup into the homes.  Chairman Reed noted that under normal conditions the system can handle the flows, but with the illegal infiltration it cannot when there is a heavy down pour.
Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street – Mr. Gildner noted that there is a bad dip in the road located at Center and Chestnut Street and Chairman Reed noted that Ronca will be repairing Chestnut Street now that the asphalt plants have opened up.

Daniel Sell –  236 South Walnut Street – Mr. Sell noted that at the last meeting Mr. Dicker of SS&M commented about the sidewalks not meeting the code.  He stated that in the late 80’s and 90’s several sidewalks were replaced and that they did in fact meet the required codes.  He stated that the workmanship done on the replacement sidewalks was deplorable and that the stone should have been put under the sewer line in the street for the following reasons:  easier to hold the grading, French drain – never run to the house but follow the laterals, not follow the drain into the house, and because they have altered the underground water source.
Brian Sell – 235 South Walnut Street noted that he wants to fix 2 sidewalk slabs and wanted to know if he pulls permits where does he stand in accordance with the sidewalks specs.  Chairman Reed noted a similar situation on Center Street where a resident installed sidewalks and they were according to the specs, but than the neighbors’ sidewalks were lower because they are older and worn down.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek

VISITORS – None
Chairman Roberts read off the 2011 flushing schedule and it was noted that it will appear in the Times News as always and also on the Borough Website.  Chairman Burek inquired about the schedule and possibly altering the crew’s schedule to alleviate overtime due to the fact that the flushing needs to be done at night.  Chairman Reed noted that he will check into their schedules and also the contract concerning overtime and schedule changes.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – None

1. Lien Letter Update – Chairman Burek explained to Mr. Yurasits about the 

letter which will be sent out to property owners who have liens filed against their properties under an amnesty program.  She read the letter indicating that the Borough is willing to work with them and gives them 30 days to respond to the Borough, than after that more severe action will be taken, and possible sheriff sale.  Mr. Moyer inquired about the Borough’s billing process and payment schedules and Daniel Sell asked about credit card usage.  President Freed noted that the Borough had considered using credit cards, but discovered that with all the various fees and rewards cards it would not benefit the Borough who would have to absorb some of these extra fees.  Chairman Reed noted that he spoke to Mr. Arndt of LCA, who are now using credit cards and he stated that there are some out there that do not require all the extra fees and Chairman Reed stated that Council will need to do more work and research into this subject.
I/I Inspection Letter to Maple Spring Acres Residents – Chairman Burek read the draft letter that Attorney Healy prepared which will be sent to all the residents in Maple Spring Acres, and various residents on Diamond St, Snyder Ave., Union Street, Kuehner Ave., Center Street, Pine Street, Woodlawn Avenue.  This letter is to address the I/I problem to all the residents and is requesting their permission to do an inspection to check for potential illegal sewer hookups.  Mr. Gildner asked if this would include Kuehner Avenue and Chairman Reed stated that all the laterals and homes that have laterals that flow into the Union Street main need to be checked out and fixed, if need be to correct any infiltration problems with the sewer system which is part of the problem that caused some of the residents on Oakhurst to experience sewer backup into their basements.  It was noted that if we tighten up the whole sewer system that will reduce the flow of clear water into the Sewer Plant (which is being processed also) and open up more capacity to generate more revenue, and our costs will also drop.  Mr. Gildner asked if the letter addresses what would happen if an illegal hook-up is discovered and was told that at this time the letter is only to inform the people as to what is happening and the required inspections that are needed to conform with the DEP’s mandated I/I requirements.
2. Draft Ordinance for Grease Trap Inspections – Chairman Burek noted that at 

the last Council Meeting on April 11, 2011 she brought up the issue of revising the ordinance for grease traps and inspections.   There was a general discussion about the requirements and who would be responsible for the costs of inspections.  Chairman Burek stated that the eating establishments will receive a letter explaining regulations and requirements. Chairman Reed questioned about how this would affect the other eating establishments that contribute to our system that are in Walnutport and Washington Township and it was suggested that Attorney Healy may be able to check into their agreements.  Chairman Burek noted that she will present this draft at the next Council Meeting for review and possible action.
3. EPA Grant Agreement (Dent Grant) – Chairman Burek noted that this grant 

was discussed at the Authority Meeting, and with the money they will purchase a new generator for the Sewer Treatment Plant.  She noted that the specs have already been done by SS&M.  Daniel Sell inquired if they had checked with the County surplus to see if any generators are available.  Mr. Andrew Aris inquired about the flows into the Sewer Plant over the past weekend and Chairman Burek noted that she did not have a chance to speak to Mr. Myers yet, but did note that we must keep DEP posted about any excessive flows.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Sold Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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