BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, and Highway Committee Workshop Meetings were held on December 19, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:30 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
  ABSENT
      OTHERS

                 VISITORS

Eldon Roberts   None                   None                        Carol Gildner      Kim Chamberlain
Bryon Reed                                                                   Ronald Chamberlain

Kris Burek                                                                                  
Galen Freed 
                                                           
WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek 
VISITORS
Ronald Chamberlain – Owner of 556 West Franklin Street – Requested that his water/sewer bill for 4th Qtr 2011 (Aug-Sept-Oct) be exonerated due to the fact that they requested to have the water service shut off in September.  The committee noted that they will check into the facts surrounding this request and act upon it at the Special Council Meeting on Tuesday, December 27, 2011.

Chairman Roberts noted that he has checked the plant that Mike Evans is working at the Plant while Steve is out on medical leave.  Vice-President Reed noted that Gene informed him that PP&L was going to shut off the electric again, but it was only out for a day, so the plant was running on the generator for only one day this time.

There were no questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS  - None

Generator & Digester Lid Update – Chairman Burek noted Attorney Healy’s 

            Memo and that it appears to her that SS&M is doing nothing.  Vice-President
            Reed asked her about the generator and she reminded them that she had 

            asked Paul Pendzick at a previous Council Meeting about the status of these two 

            items.  He noted that the generator was on order and she had suggested that 
            they pour the pad and install the piping so the site is ready when the generator
           does arrive and before the cold weather sets in.  
            Pumping Station Cleanout Update – Chairman Burek noted Attorney Healy’s 

            Memo and she suggested that they split the additional $6,000.00 change order, 
            instead of going into litigation.  Vice-President Reed stated that he called SS&M 
            and spoke to Jason Newhard who informed him that he will contact U.S. 
            Environmental one more time tomorrow and will get back to the Borough.

Trailhead Water/Sewer Billing Issue – Chairman Burek again inquired about who

            will pay the water/sewer bills for the Trailhead buildings and she expressed her 

            feelings that it is an expense and the Venture Group should be paying it.  Vice-
              President Reed reminded everyone that the Borough is one of their chartered 

              members, the Trailhead buildings are part of the Borough and anyone in the 

              community can use the facilities.  Councilor Roberts also noted that it is for the
              benefit of the community. She again remarked that these services are expenses,
              that the Venture Group said they would pay the expenses.  Vice-President Reed

              noted that he had a question and asked if she wanted to discuss it, and she said 

              she didn’t think so, that nothing was going any place.   Chairman Burek became 
              very belligerent remarking “have fun guys, “she’d like to say it’s been a 

              pleasure, but that it wouldn’t be the truth and that it doesn’t matter what I say, 
              you don’t give a rat’s - - what I say, so who cares, enjoy have fun”!  She got up
              asked Ms. Gildner if she was ready to leave, to which Ms. Gildner replied “yes” 
              and Chairman Burek remarked “ let’s go my dove” and walked out on the 
              meeting at 6:50 P.M.  At this time Vice-President Reed updated President Freed 
              who had left the room prior to the trailhead discussion.  He informed the
              committee that he had asked Attorney Healy what we paid and what the scope of
              work was done by Hannahoe on the digester lid several years ago in conjunction 
              with the sealing of the digester from the inside.
              The suggestion was made that maybe a meter should be installed at the Trailhead 
              Building so that the Borough and the Venture Group will know how much water 
              is being used and also President Freed noted that this would give them an
              advantage if there is a problem in the line. we could check the usage by reading 
              the meter.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned.
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS – None

Chairman Reed noted that he had spoken to Jason Breidinger of NOVA who 

informed him that NOVA will pay for 1/2 of the new metering card system at the Maintenance Building for the fuel usage.  The Fire Company and the Highway Department will split the other ½.  

Chairman Reed gave a brief explanation concerning the blocked sewer line at 240

238 Chestnut Street and that he, Paul Pendzick, John Keck and Jason Newhard had a conference call.  Mr. Pendzick suggested that possibly the problem may be the sewer line at 240 Chestnut Street.  Chairman Reed stated that he, John Keck, and John Bolton will go there tomorrow and televise 240 Chestnut Street to check
out their lateral.

Chairman Reed informed the committee that he had spoken to Joan Rehrig from the Walnutport Council and had brought up the issue of possibly combining Police Departments, because of the present economic situation being experienced by both municipalities.  She had told Chairman Reed that NOVA had come to one of their meetings and asked about a donation and they told them to come back next year after they take in property tax money and see if they have any left over.

He noted that NOVA has a lot of fund raisers and that it benefits us to have the ambulance along with what we give them, and he told Joan that Walnutport should find some money, because it’s putting more of a burden on us and Walnutport should be chipping in, because we are chipping in for your guys.  He hopes that she will relay this message to Walnutport and he feels that NOVA spends their money wisely.
There was a brief discussion about the future Northern Lehigh Community Center and various issues concerning funding and support for the center.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
Chairman Roberts made a motion to adjourn at 7:15 PM
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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