BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, and Highway Committee Workshop Meetings were held on July 18, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:40 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
    ABSENT
         OTHERS

       VISITORS

Kris Burek          Eldon Roberts      Susan Guedes       Mel Gildner       Carol Gildner 
Bryon Reed                                                                   Ed Ziegler          Chad Trego                                           
Galen Freed 
                                                              Edgard Lopez     Raymond Kale



                                                  Denise Smith      Brandalyn Smith





                          Andrew Aris       Robert Herzog Jr.




                                      Matt Green 
WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek – Vice-President Reed conducted this meeting in the absence of Mr. Roberts
VISITORS

Edgard Lopez – 1223 4th Street – Mr. Lopez questioned why he was not included in the decision as to how he has to pay back his utility bills for the 3 years that he did not receive them.  President Freed asked Mr. Lopez what he is looking for.  He is requesting information on the dates when his meter was read in order to figure out what is actually owed.  Ms. Guedes of the Billing Department asked Mr. Lopez if he did indeed receive both the letter and the bill, to which Mr. Lopez answered yes.  He stated that when he came in to pay the current bill, the office staff could not locate the amount, because it had not been recorded in the billing register, however the information was located and he was told the amount.  Mr. Lopez noted that he could not understand the bill he received and Ms. Guedes explained not only the bill, but also read the enclosed letter.  Ms. Guedes inquired as to why he never bothered to check with the Borough about getting a utility bill all this time, and he noted that this was his first time as a homeowner and he assumed that the bank which was paying his mortgage and taxes would also pay the utilities.  There was a discussion concerning the fact that before he was able to purchase the real estate he had to take care of a broken pipe that was in the basement and had leaked water.  The Borough was not able to shut off the water at the main, and since we are not allowed to enter a property that has been foreclosed on, the Borough was not aware of a leak, nor is it their responsibility to check into foreclosed properties for any issues.  Mr. Lopez noted that he has no problem paying back the monies for the services he used, although he did note that he felt part of the blame should fall on the Borough.  Ms. Guedes reminded Mr. Lopez that when she spoke to him concerning these missed bills that the Borough apologized and had no problem assuming part of the blame, however he is the homeowner and that it was his responsibility to check into these matters.  After more discussion concerning the broken pipe and the reading for the first quarter of 2009, when Mr. Lopez took ownership of the real estate, Councilor Burek suggested that he get together with Council to arrive at an agreement as to how the bills will be paid.  It was noted that he and Council would need to meet and come up with something in writing and it was suggested that he attend the next Council Meeting and it could be discussed in private as per Mr. Lopez’s request.

Matt Green – 120 Second Street – Mr. Green came to discuss his delinquent water/sewer bills for his apartment building at 120 Second Street, which at this time has a lien against it for the outstanding amounts only.  He noted the inconsistency on both the Borough and the meter.  After an extensive presentation at which time Mr. Green produced various documents and test results for the meter that was originally tested, and noting that the results showed that the meter was inaccurate and quoting the Borough ordinance he stated that he wanted to work with the Borough on settling this issue and Chairman Burek agreed with him and asked him what he wanted.  Mr. Green noted that he had presented a proposal to Council and Vice-President Reed verified this and at this time he questioned Mr. Green about the test results.  He agreed to present another proprosal.  There were no questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – None

Chairman Burek noted that on Wednesday there will be a semi-final meeting for the PENNVEST project.  It was noted that the contractor (Ronca) will be coming back time to time from now until May 2012 to address any items and issues arising from the project.  Vice-President Reed inquired about the status of the Union Street Meter and was told that Ronca thinks there are compressor problems and they will be back at the end of the month to remove it and return it to the manufacturer.  Chairman Burek noted the Recyling Ordinance that she is currently working on and that it will be presented before Council for review and consideration.  There was a question concerning the quarterly bills for Washington Township and Walnutport 2010 sewer flows and it was noted that this matter will be presented and discussed at the next Authority Meeting.  
 There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS
Ed Ziegler – Chestnut Street noted that the flowers growing in front of the “Welcome to Slatington” sign located at Victory Park is obstructing the light and you can not see the various organization signs that are attached to the sign.  He suggested that they be cut back.  He also noted that only half of the lights on the General Morgan Bridge have a sign/banner hanging from the flag holders on them.  Mr. Zielger also commended on the computer system that is being used for the utility billing and it should be looked at
concerning various issues.  There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 P.M.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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