BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, and Highway Committee Workshop Meetings were held on May 16, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:40 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
    ABSENT
         OTHERS

       VISITORS

Kris Burek          Eldon Roberts   Paul Pendzick-SSM    Mel Gildner       Carol Gildner 
Bryon Reed                                   John Keck-SSM         Ed Ziegler          Chad Trego                                           
Galen Freed 
                                                                 George Moyer    Katherine Moyer




                                         Troy Kline          Daniel Sell  






                 Robert Herzog Jr.
WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek

VISITORS – None
There were no questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – None


 GREASE TRAP INSPECTION UPDATE – Chairman Burek noted that she 
             attended the COG Meeting and spoke to other municipalities about a grease trap 

             inspection ordinance and was told that most do not have them because this 

             inspection requirement is listed in the International Plumbing Code book and she 
             noted that she will check at the Allentown Public Library since they have a copy.  
             She stated that we should start working on another method in which we sent out

             the utility bill and that it is really not legal to expose someone’s debt. She spoke 

             with other municipalities about how they handle their mailings and was told that

             most put them in envelopes. Mr. Moyer suggested that we should experiment 
             with extending the cards which will enable us to fold the card thus covering the 
             customer’s total amounts due.
             Chairman Burek noted that she invited both Mr. Pendzick and Mr. Keck from
             SSM to give an update concerning the wrapping up of the PENNVEST project. 
             Mr. Pendzick informed them that SSM has a code book and offered to let us 
             borrow the book.  He noted that in Spring of 2009 over a 3 month period SSM 
             put together the design, permits and the applications for the PENNVEST Loan 
             and November of 2009 the project started.  He noted that the project should be 

             finished by the end of May 2011.  A punch list has been started for items that the

             contractor needs to attend to and Mr. Keck noted that he checks with the 

             contractor on a daily basis to establish and verify what items on the list have been

             addressed.  Mr. Pendzick stated that the project was done to reduce I/I 

             infiltration, which substantially reduces cost of treating the Borough’s inflows,  
             resulting in lower costs to the Borough.  Chairman Burek asked Mr. Keck about
  
 the condition of the sewer laterals and was told that some of the laterals had no 
            bottoms anymore and President Freed also stated that although there were definite 
            issues up in the Maple Spring Acres area, there were more problems with some of 
            the other lines in town.  Both Mr. Keck and Mr. Pendzick stated that there were 

            serious issues and noted how the project corrected many of these problems.


Mr. Pendzick noted 2 major changes to the project which resulted in a substantial 

            savings for the Borough and stated that both of these changes were instituted by 

            SSM and not Ronca.  Mr. Keck explained about a collapsed pipe located 

            underneath a building down by the trail that was slated to be lined, however, the 

            line was abandoned and a new line was installed along side of the building.  He 
            stated that if it had not been done it would have been a major issue down the line.

He also informed them that when the laterals which are actually asbestos

            cement pipe were cut to tie into the main the dust created a health hazard, so the


contractor and workers had to wear and use special safety equipment to remove 
            the pipe and dispose of it separately.  They took care of this problem which 
            increased the contract price.

Mr. Pendzick informed Chairman Burek that they received a letter from 

            PENNVEST noting that the official start date for the repayment of the loan will 
            be 6/1/2011 instead of  9/1/2011.  She asked that both Council and the Authority 
            receive a copy of the e-mail so they are aware of this change.  SSM is checking 
            with PENNVEST about the change and requesting a possible extension to
            7/1/2011.  Mr. Pendzick stated that their reason is because our system is an 
            existing system, not a new one just starting up.
            President Freed stated that he stopped by Brian Sell’s home on South Walnut 

            Street the other day when it was raining and noted that the water was not quite 
            over the curbing but when the cars drove by it would send waves of water over 
            the edge of the curbing and into the yard.  He noted that another crack developed 
            in the old area of the curbing and was caused by whatever work they just did with 
            the backhoe.  Mr. Pendzick stated that he was in contact with Mr. Sell last        

            Monday and met with him yesterday and came up with a possible solution to 
            make sure that water doesn’t go down the back and he is going to talk it over with
            his wife and call him.  
            Chairman Burek noted that President Freed received an e-mail from the primary

            contact at the DEP regarding the specs for the H2O Grant and requested copies of

            sealed plans, specs and permit approvals and she asked him if he did send the

            copies.  President Freed said he didn’t know that he hadn’t talked to anyone about

it and Chairman Reed stated that he talked to Gary Phillips who is Chair of the 

Sewer Authority.  Mr. Pendzick stated that Mr. Phillips came down to SSM last 

Thursday to draw up a prioritized list:  trickling filter media, flow meter,

fixing the screening being the top items on the list, which will be finalized by the

Authority.  Chairman Burek requested Mr. Myers e-mail Ms. Martin of SSM

            about the needs of the plant.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS:

Troy Kline – 210 Railroad Street stated that he had previously spoken to Chairman Reed about the water problems in his basement and that he brought photos of water that seems to be gathering up on his side of the road and fills up before it drains creating a swale which comes into his yard and that they built it up but that’s not the problem.  He also noted about them fixing the paving and asked if his name was on the list, which Mr. Keck verified and Mr. Keck noted that they will look into it.  He also mentioned about the condition of the property across the street where a police car was parked because now there are ruts there.  He stated that he used to take care of the property and wanted to know when it would be fixed.  The question arose as to who actually owns this property and Chairman Reed stated that he will check into it and noted that it is part of the Rails To Trails.  Chairman Reed asked Mr. Kline about an inside pipe along the road that was cracked and Mr. Kline noted that he concreted it shut and they will have to wait to see what happens when the next heavy rain occurs.
      Chairman Reed stated that he was informed that there is still some blacktopping to

      be done and some manholes in the alleys need to be patched.  Mr. Pendzick stated 

      that Chestnut is done but needs to be sealed.  Mr. Keck noted that Ronca is flushing

      the mains (cleaning them out) to make sure all the debris is out of the laterals that

      were relined and replaced before they leave.
      Dan Sell asked if anything is going to be done to the 3 storm drains on South Walnut

      Street because they are now a hazard.  He stated that every time they blacktopped 
      they never cut it down far enough.  He noted that the sewer  project added to the 
      problem and now they are higher than they used to be, but that  they were always a 
      problem.  He also mentioned that Bracalente milled 1-1/2” off and  put back 1-1/2” 
      and they should be back where they were although they were a little low to begin 
      with.   Chairman Reed noted that they will look at them again and Mr.Trego 
      suggested that they also check the one on East Church and Walnut Street.  Chairman
      Burek suggested that we take a look at this before Ronca leaves, but Chairman Reed 
      pointed out that these are storm sewers which are water, not sewer.  Chairman Reed 
      stated that the little dump truck floor is now fixed.
There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 P.M.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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