BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, and Highway Committee Workshop Meetings were held on October 17, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:30 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
  ABSENT
      OTHERS

       VISITORS

Kris Burek        None                    Russell Hallman   Carol Gildner     Melvin Gildner
Bryon Reed                                                                Dwight Miller     George Moyer                                           
Galen Freed 
                                                            John Bolton        Robert Herzog Jr.

Eldon Roberts
WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek 
VISITORS – None

Chairman Roberts noted that Steve Martinez will get quotes for a roof on 

            Reservoir #4 Meter Pit 
There were no questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – 

Melvin Gildner – 528 Pine Street inquired about the packet that Council receives for their monthly Council meeting and Councilor Burek noted they get the packet when it is available and it varies.  President Freed noted that it is usually in the back and Vice-President Reed noted that every councilman has access to it by Friday afternoon for pickup by the members and sometimes addendums are added and either put in the Executive Room or at the Councilors seats in the Council Chamber.  
Russell Hallman - 405 East Washington Street noted that he will address the committees later.
1. Helsieve Repairs – Chairman Burek noted that Stefan Myers presented two quotes (1) Parkson and (2) Rapid Pump & Meter and he suggested that they award the project to Rapid Pump and Meter and he also recommended replacing and retro fitting a new screen, ordering a second set of brushes for a total of $11,277.00.  She noted that this expenditure is coming out of the H2O grant.  It was decided to award the project to Rapid Pump & Meter and be put on the November 14, 2011 Council Meeting Agenda for approval.

      Influent Sampler – Chairman Burek noted that she received 2 quotes from
Stefan (1) North East - $6280.00 (frt. excluded) and (2) Blue Book - $6312.36 
(frt. included).  It was recommended that Blue Book be awarded and be put on the November 14, 2011 Council Meeting Agenda for approval.

2. Chairman Burek noted that she had given all Council members a draft copy of
a recycling ordinance, but did not receive any input in 60 days, so she is now

submitting the draft with changes and is requesting their approval to have the

solicitor review it.  There was a discussion concerning the residency  
                  requirements and eligibility for the ordinance and Vice-President Reed stated 
                  that the Borough already receives monies for recycling.  It will be presented at 
                  the next Council Meeting for review and discussion.

3. Chairman Burek asked about the letter from the Borough Authority concerning the additional invoices from SSM, which are in excess of what was agreed to and allocated for the PENNVEST Project and noted that personally she wouldn’t pay them a dime beyond what was agreed to.  Vice-
      President Reed explained some of the inspections that were done after Ronca  

      fixed some of the problems and issues, but he also questioned some of the  

      invoices, citing possible repetitions of various services, especially inspections. 

      Chairman Burek asked Councilor Hallman if he had seen the invoices and he

      noted that he only saw them when SSM e-mailed them to him last week and   

      that the original engineering fees were to be 8% which was around   

      $580,000.00, but than a change order came through for additional fees which 
      upped it to $690,000.00 which had been approved.  It was decided that they 
      take these invoices back to SSM and review them.
4. Sewer Lateral Letter Update – Chairman Burek stated that in the absence of a
      Borough Manager, the Council President should sign the letter, to which Vice-

      President Reed responded that it is coming from the Sewer Committee.

5. Draft Letter to LCA – In response to LCA’s letter dated October 7, 2011 Councilor Hallman explained what they are looking for – increased labor costs explanation.  He will contact Melissa Grube at CRY for information and explanation.
6. Chairman Burek noted that the reed bed project is maintenance, not a capital cost and she also stated that we are still budgeted for a 3rd operator at the Sewer Plant and we still have not heard about the DEP’s decision concerning this matter.

7. She noted that in the September Report Stefan noted that they had mowed the lawn down at the plant twice and questioned why, to which Mr. Bolton stated that Stefan offered to do it to help the Highway crew out.
There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS – None
1. Chairman Reed stated that he had a quote from Kern Brothers for a leaf 

blower like the one we have at the Water Treatment Plant.  Councilor Burek
asked if we publish the leaf pickup schedule and was told it used to be in the

newsletter when the Borough published one.  Councilor Burek suggested putting it on the website.  John Bolton stated that they rake or blow them to the curbing/street and we get them.  He than remarked that someone needs to explain to Ms. Burek the difference between storm sewer and sewer and Chairman Reed noted that she is lost on that.   It was also noted that we will need a weed whacker, but that can wait until Spring.  It was suggested that it be put on the Council Agenda for the November Meeting for approval.
2. Lehigh Engineering Storm Sewer Update –Chairman Reed than asked Councilor Burek where she saw that Lehigh Engineering did a storm sewer review and study and she said “back there’ and he asked” what did you see”, and she replied “come on I’ll show you after the meeting.” and continued to insist  that Lehigh Engineering did this twice before to which Chairman Reed said “I think we should go back there and get it now, let’s go because it is a committee meeting and it should be discussed now,” to which she responded “okay, let’s go”.  President Freed noted that they will stand at recess, until such time as we need.  After returning to the Council Chamber, Chairman Reed stated that he wanted to verify with the President and everyone else, that Councilor Burek stated that he had a key to the office and she responded, “yes, that’s right” to which Chairman Reed remarked that he does not have a key to the office, to which Councilor Burek stated, “yeah, like h---, and he noted that she is calling him a liar, to which she responded “if that shoe fits, wear it”!  At this point President Freed verified that he does not have a key to the office. Chairman Reed reminded her that before they adjourned, she said that Lehigh Engineering did this and it’s hanging up back there.  President Freed asked if they were ready to reconvene so he called the meeting to order.  Councilor Burek stated that she was told, that Lehigh did it twice before and so Chairman Reed asked her to show him where on the prints it says Lehigh Engineering to which she replied “Bryan, it says Spotts.  She kept insisting that she was told that Lehigh did it twice before and she questioned “so you need Turoscy to do what”?  Chairman Reed responded by asking “show me what he did and she remarked that he is b------- about the $500.00 that she allocated to SSM to review the audit for the LCA issue, and remarked that “it’s okay for you to spend $2700.00 to have Lehigh go up and count manholes”.  He than asked her where on the prints it says storm sewer and she replied “gee, I made a mistake”, and Chairman Reed noted that” if we don’t catch your mistakes the rest of the audience thinks you know everything, which you don’t, and that you lie and bluff a lot”!  Than Ms. Burek had to ask him who approved the dismissal of his code violations to which he replied by reminding her that she was on Council than.  He noted that he and she can deal with that issue in front of the Ethic’s Committee and she said let’s do that and he asked her “if that was the best that she could come up with”?  At this point, President Freed interjected and stated that they should move on.  
Chairman Reed asked her who wrote the remark about spending $2500.00 of taxpayers’ dollars to line a political pal’s payroll, to which she admitted that she did. She wanted to know what this has to do with a municipal meeting, that he is bringing this up at a municipal meeting and he suggested that she should back that statement up.  She stated that he is talking about something on Facebook and asked Mr. Gildner if he is still recording, and President Freed stated “so am I”!  Chairman Reed stated that this has to do with the storm sewer issue and Councilor Burek remarked “that’s good Bryon, keep it 
up baby, keep rolling Mr. Gildner, I love it”.  Chairman Reed than asked her if there is a time when she will be available to meet with Lehigh Engineering, to which she pointed out that they had never discussed it with them at a meeting level about hiring Lehigh, that they had come to the Council Meeting with it as a done deal, to which both Chairman Reed and President Freed stated “no, it was not a done deal”.  She proceeded to accuse them of not discussing it at
a committee meeting, stating “just like the sewer seminar charges which when you stated that you wanted to go to but the charges were already in the bills and voted on”, at which time John Bolton interjected and reminded her “just like the lights at the Sewer Plant where you spent over $2000.00 before it was approved by Council, but Stevie can’t get any lights at the Water Treatment Plant.”!  When Chairman Reed again asked her about attending a meeting, she replied that she doesn’t have to, that they already met, to which Chairman Reed corrected her and noted that they had not met yet, and she had to point out that they were doing it after the fact.  Both Chairman Reed and Councilor Hallman noted that we hired them by Council majority.
Chairman Reed asked John Bolton if he had anything to add to which Mr. Bolton replied that he can’t talk and Chairman Reed said “yes he can”!

Councilor Burek noted that she had received literature in the mail from companies that are offering sewer line repair problems and warned residents to be cautious before signing up for any of them.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned.    

Chairman Burek made a motion to adjourn.
Russell Hallman noted that he did not have a chance to speak, so the motion to adjourn was recinded.  
Russell Hallman – East Washington Street noted that he wanted to discuss an issue that Vice-President Reed had touched on earlier, noting that one of his customers gave him a page from Facebook, so he directed this question to Councilor Burek stating “that as being a Council person like you are, why would you put on that somebody is sleeping with a current council person, who are you referring to”?  Councilor Burek replied, “excuse me Mr. Hallman have you heard of the Constitution (freedom of speech)”?  We are guaranteed under the Constitution “freedom of speech”.  Mr. Hallman responded that “I was just wondering that people in your position why you would, and you didn’t really say it, it just says councilman, so I didn’t know if you were sleeping with ------- or -------
----, or whichever!  A person of your statue, and Councilor Burek interrupted and questioned “is that a Borough Slatington page or is it my personal page, and if it is my personal page therefore that I am allowed as a private citizen to do that”.  Vice-President Reed than commented that “that pretty much reflects what type of person you are”!  Mr. Hallman asked her if she was referring to him, to which Councilor Burek remarked “I don’t have to answer that and I will not.”  Vice-President Reed noted that her actions tell him what type of person she is, that she has told so many mistruths and twists and lies that even the people that follow her don’t even know what is true and what is not!
Councilor Burek made a motion to adjourn
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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