BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON
The Water, Sewer/Solid Waste, and Highway Committee Workshop Meetings were held on September 19, 2011 in Council Room, 125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA.
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 6:30 PM with the following in attendance:
PRESENT
  ABSENT
      OTHERS

       VISITORS

Kris Burek        None                    Susan Guedes       Carol Gildner     Chad Trego
Bryon Reed                                   Russell Hallman    Ed Ziegler         Gus Guedes                                           
Galen Freed 
                                                            Gwen Neff         Robert Herzog Jr.

Eldon Roberts




            George Moyer    Katherine Moyer



WATER
Eldon Roberts – Chairman; Members:  Bryon Reed, Kris Burek 
VISITORS – None

Chairman Roberts inquired about Mr. Davis’s problem with dirty water since he 
            had put in a home at the end of the street and Vice-President Reed noted that they
            had discussed this issue before when Mr. Davis had requested that the Borough 
            help him pay for the purifying system he had installed.    They noted that putting 
            in a loop would alleviate the problem, but it would cost approximately 
            $80,000.00. Councilor Burek inquired who would pay and Vice-President Reed 
            stated that the Borough would and the crew could do the work.  Vice-President 

            Reed and President Freed agreed that if they extend the line by 2 lengths of pipe, 

            replace the fire hydrant at the end of the line and flush the line at least once a 

            month, it should help his situation.  Vice-President Reed noted that he will check 

            with John Bolton.  
            Vice-President Reed noted that Steve Martinez obtained quotes for changing the

            filters at the Water Treatment Plant, and that we could possibly replace one at the 

            end of the year for approximately $20,000.00 and one next year.

There were no questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Water Committee Meeting was adjourned.  

SEWER/SOLID WASTE
Kris Burek – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Bryon Reed

VISITORS – 

Gus Guedes – 1065 Oakhurst Drive noted that at the last Sewer Committee Meeting he reported that they had sewer backup on August 7, 2011 and he was here tonight to report that since then they have again experienced 2 more sewer backups and wanted it noted for the record.  He stated that he had a plumber come in and he is going to try to find a replacement flapper for his check valve, however, the existing valve is 12 years old and he is not sure that the manufacturer is still in business.  Chairman Burek inquired as to how the valve worked for them in the past and Mr. Guedes replied that it worked, however, if they cannot get another flapper, they will need a whole new unit and is requesting reimbursement for the valve, as other residents up on Oakhurst Drive have already done from the Borough.  Chairman Burek and the committee agreed and told him that he should submit a bill to the Borough Office, with a $500.00 cap. This request will be put on the October Council Meeting Agenda for Council’s approval.  Ed Ziegler read a letter from John Kasten who was the Borough Manger in 2001 stating that there is a lot of water getting into the sewer system.  Mr. Ziegler questioned why nothing had been done back then and also noted that only one couple is here and Mr. Guedes remarked that others have had issues. He remarked that since he blocked up his drains it’s now going further back up to other homes (domino effect).  Mr. Ziegler stated that it is time we get this problem solved and President Freed replied “Ed, we’re aware of it”.

Robert Jones Plumbing Invoice – Chairman Burek noted the invoice from Jones 

Plumbing in the amount of $450.00 that Mr. Paul Sammuels paid and is
requesting reimbursement for.  Sue Guedes explained that this issue occurred
during the sewer project and that this bill should be sent either to SSM or Ronca.
Chairman Burek suggested that the Borough reimburse Mr. Sammuels and then 
she will get in touch with Paul Pendzick of SSM and he can get in touch with 
Ronca and they can decide who will reimburse the Borough.  She asked for any 
objections to which there were none, and it was noted that it will be put on the 
October Council Meeting Agenda.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Sewer/Solid Waste Committee Meeting was adjourned. 
HIGHWAY
Bryon Reed – Chairman; Members:  Eldon Roberts, Kris Burek

VISITORS – None
Chairman Reed stated that Mike Evans of the Borough crew should be returning to work in about a week.  He inquired about the status of the sewer situation in conjunction with the laterals and Sue Guedes noted that John Bolton has now gotten the computer at the Maintenance Office and the lateral televising videos have been transferred onto discs, and so Chairman Reed stated that we should start to get the list together for the letters that will be sent out.  He stated that Jason Newhard of SSM noted that Ronca has the tapes from the capped and clogged project and is trying to locate them.  Jason noted that he will drop off all the notes for these videos tomorrow at the office.  It was noted that LCA has put a plug in on High Point Lane.
Councilor Hallman inquired about the status of the situation at the Maintenance Building property and Chairman Reed stated that he is waiting for a call from the outfit about compensation.  He stated that they are planning to pave our whole area with the material that they put on Route 145 and 873.

At this time, Chairman Reed stated that he spoke with Larry Turoscy of Lehigh Engineering about them looking into the storm sewer issue up on Maple Spring Acres and Mr. Turoscy suggested that they meet with some of Council next week to discuss the problems and solutions.  Councilor Burek inquired as to what they are charging and Chairman Reed said that we had put on a limit of $2500.00.   She stated that it was not agreed upon at the Council Meeting, to which Chairman Reed noted that they had voted on it.  Ms. Guedes noted that she had listened to the minutes of the 9/12/11 Council Meeting and there was a motion passed 5 – Yes, 1 – No, with a cap of $2500.00 to Lehigh Engineering.  Chairman Reed and President Freed asked Councilor Burek what wasn’t agreed upon and she noted that she remembers there was a great deal of discussion on it.  President Freed stated he remembers the discussion involved her stating that Councilor Hallman could not make the motion.  She also noted that Councilor Hoffman questioned why we are spending money at a time when our budget is as bad as it is, and Chairman Reed stated because of the concern up there and Councilor Burek noted that she understands the concerns.  
Councilor Burek read the PA Storm Water Management Act 167 which came about in 1998 and questioned if we ever enacted any ordinances pertaining to storm water runoff.  Chairman Reed stated that he believes Act 447 superseded that act around 2001.  He remarked that they had paid SSM to take an inventory of all the storm sewer drains and where the outflows are.  She inquired if we ever got a copy from the County and President Freed noted that he is not aware that we did.  Councilor Burek noted that she will give them a call to see if they have any plans for this area and check about possible funding from the County or the DEP.

There were no further questions from the committee members, other Council members or the public and so the Highway Committee Meeting was adjourned.    

Chairman Burek made a motion to adjourn at 7:02 P.M.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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