BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON

The Special Meeting of Council was held on Tuesday December 27, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers, 125 S. Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080.

Presiding: Galen L. Freed, Council President
Recording Secretary: Bryon Reed, Vice-President of Council
The meeting was called to order by President Freed at 7:20 P.M. with the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT          ABSENT              OTHERS PRESENT
          VISITORS

Kris Burek          Paul Hoffman       Mayor Niedermeyer    Linda Steets    Bob Steets 

Daniel Stevens   Russell Hallman                                        Carol Gildner  Melvin Gildner
Bryon Reed                            
                                              Robert Herzog Jr.
Galen Freed

                                          
Eldon Roberts                                                                                     
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR (Agenda and Non-Agenda Items) – None
STANDING COMMITTEES
  A.  Human/Community Services 
              1.   West End Playground Lease Update – No updates since the last meeting.
              2.   Councilor Stevens acknowledged the Thank You Letter from the Northern
                    Lehigh Swimming Pool Association for their contributions in 2011.

              3.   Councilor Stevens noted that the Borough received $1500.00 from the Lehigh

                    Valley Chamber Association for the fountain at the new Memorial Park.

4. Councilor Stevens informed Council that he received a letter from DCNR in answer

to a grant he submitted for 2012.  Unfortunately we were not selected for this grant.
  B.  Public Safety

              1.   Due to Councilor Hoffman’s absence the DeFrain Electric Quote was tabled
              2.   Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Burek to accept with

                    regret Stephanie Prutzman’s resignation as Animal Control Officer effective 1/01/2012. 
                    President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Kris Burek
         Daniel Stevens               None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           

              3.   Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the lay-off

                    of Officer Ryan Murray as a full-time police officer effective 1/01/2012.  President Freed

                    declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

  ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Galen Freed
         Daniel Stevens               Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

    C.  Finance
1.   Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Burek to approve Resolution 
      R-14-11 - Cost of Living Adjustment for Retired Police Officers.  President Freed declared
      the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Kris Burek
         Daniel Stevens               None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed           
2. Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Roberts to approve Resolution
      R-15-11 – Establishing Payments into the Police Pension Fund.  President Freed declared

      the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Kris Burek
         Daniel Stevens               None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed

             3,   Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Roberts to approve Resolution

     R-16-11 – Setting the Salary for the Chief of Police for 2012.  President Freed declared

     the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Kris Burek
         Daniel Stevens               None

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Galen Freed

4. Vigilant Lease – No action 

5. Letter from Steckel & Stopp notifying the Borough of their new legal fees for 2012.  
Councilor Stevens noted that they had questioned their increase and Steckel & Stopp

have reduced the rates.  Councilor Burek inquired if they had obtained any quotes

from other law firms, to which the answer was in the negative.

     D.  Sewer/Solid Waste
              1.  Councilor Burek made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve the change

                   order from U.S. Environmental in the amount of $4500.00 for the Pumping Station Clean

                   Up.  President Freed noted that although they had a quorum, he was not comfortable with

                   acting on this motion without a full compliment of Council.  Councilor Burek noted his

                   concern, but stated that since there is sufficient members here to vote you cannot stop a vote.

                   President Freed declared the motion failed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



        NAYS



                          Kris Burek
         Bryon Reed           Daniel Stevens    Eldon Roberts    

                       
          


                           Galen Freed

    E.   Highway & Special Sewer Committee

              1.  Vice-President Reed noted that he will check into the receipt of this final money for the

                   Trout Creek Project.  He stated that he spoke to Jason Newhard of SSM and was told

                   that Wexcon the contractor thought they would wait until Spring to finish the grass

                   planting and paving.  Vice-President Reed also noted that there is an issue between two

                   neighbors and he would like to set up a meeting with Wexcon since it appears that they


       they did not put everything back the way it was and one of the resident is not satisfied.

2. Vice-President Reed explained a situation at 209 Second Street where his sewer had never been hooked up.  He contacted Paul Pendzick at SSM and told him to get in touch with Ronca.  Mr. Pendzick noted that Ronca is not being cooperative.  Bryon noted that he received a call from Scott at Ronca who told him that he spoke to SSM and told them it was their responsibility since they were in charge of the inspections and marked the points where they were suppose to hook up to.  He noted that John Keck hung up on him.  Vice-President Reed called Gary Phillips and suggested that the Authority hold back some of the money from the last payment to Ronca and Gary noted that he will check into it.  Bryon told John Bolton to get in touch with Belleview, Livengood and Hilltop, and Bolton suggested that
      Ronca should come out, and we should submit the additional bill to SSM.  It was noted that 
      Ronca has one year from the date of project completion to come back and fix any issues 
      involving the project and the residents.  Vice-President Reed than made a motion seconded 
      by Councilor Burek to have Belleview Pump fix the sewer hookup at 209 Second Street by
      connecting the house to the public sanitary sewer system.   President Freed declared the 
      motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Galen Freed
         Daniel Stevens               None
                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
          

                          Kris Burek
3. Vice-President Reed explained a situation at 238-240 Chestnut Street involving a sewer

 hookup issue noting that they are not sure who is responsible for this issue.  He, John Keck

 and John Bolton met there and televised the line. It was suggested that the Borough crew

 could fix this problem.  Vice-President Reed made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens
                    to have the Borough crew hook up 238 Chestnut Street to 240 Chestnut’s test port on Center
                    Street.   President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as 
                    follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Galen Freed
         Daniel Stevens               Kris Burek
                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts

President Freed noted the stipulation that if when the crew does the job and they have to go more than 3 feet deep, he wants to be notified and they will have to call the outfit to rent shoring.  Vice-President Reed noted that the crew has dug many times more than 3 feet deep and this hole will only be a 5 x 5 area, there is only one port to hook it too, and they are going to Y it.  He did agree with President Freed that if they have a problem they should stop and notify him.          

    F.   Water
               1.  Quarterly Water/Sewer Bill Exoneration – Ron Chamberlain – It was suggested that since
                    the entire Council was not present nor Mr. Chamberlain that this item be acted upon at

                    the Regular Council Meeting on January 9, 2012.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 2012 Budget Discussion – After a discussion where minor changes were made concerning the ACO and Contracted Services, and the Patrolmen Salaries, Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Vice-President Reed to approve Resolution R-13-11 – Establishing 2012 Budget.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Galen Freed
         Daniel Stevens               Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Roberts to approve Ordinance No. 657 – Fixing 2012 Tax Rates as advertised.  President Freed declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Galen Freed
         Daniel Stevens               Kris Burek

                          Bryon Reed           Eldon Roberts

AT 9:06 P.M. Councilor Stevens made a motion to adjourn.
Joan Cheesbrough

Assistant Borough Secretary
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